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TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

GEORGE 


EARL  OF  PEMBROKE  AND  MONTGOMERY, 


8$c.  Stc. 


MY  LORD, 

AS  the  advantages,  which  I enjoyed 
from  accompanying  your  Lordlhip  on  your 
travels,  enabled  me  to  collect  materials 
for  this  work,  it  cannot  be  inferibed  to  any 
other  perfon,  with  fo  much  propriety,  as 
to  your  Lordlhip.  You,  I flatter  myfelf, 
will  recolledt  with  pleafure  the  refult  of 
thofe  inquiries  to  which  you  were  particu- 
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DEDICATION. 

larly  attentive;  and  I am  happy  in  this 
public  opportunity  of  expreffing  my  grate- 
ful  fenfe  of  your  Lordfliip  s friendfhip  and 
patronage. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

1 *?  -y,  A I I 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's 
Much  obliged. 

And  obedient 

Humble  Servant* 


WILLIAM  COXE, 


Bmertoni<JaTh  i,  iSqz. 
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PREFACE 


TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION  OF  1784. 

* ^HESE  volumes  contain  the  refult  of  that  intelli- 


gence  which  I collected,  and  thofe  obfervations 
which  occurred,  during  my  travels  through  the  northern 
kingdoms  of  Europe;  and  I think  it  my  duty  to  hate 
my  authorities. 

In  regard  to  Poland,  I was  honoured  with  information 

from  perfons  of  the  high  eft  rank  and  authority;  and 

% 

fortunately  obtained  polieiiion  of  Tome  original  letters 
w ritten  from  Warfaw,  before  and  during  the  Partition, 
which  have  enabled  me  to  throw  a confiderable  light 
over  that  interefting  period,  I prefume,  therefore,  that 
the  account  of  Poland  comprehends  many  particulars, 
which  have  not  been  hitherto  prefented  to  the  public. 

With  refpecf  to  Ruffia,  as  the  Emprefs  herfelf  deigned 
to  anfwer  fome  queries  relative  to  the  fcate  of  the  public 
prifons#;  this  gracious  condefcenfion  in  fo  great  a fo- 
vereign  could  not  but  facilitate  my  further  inquiries. 

To  this  1 muft  add,  that  the  late  celebrated  hiftorian, 
Mr.  Muller,  favoured  me  with  various  communications 
on  fome  of  the  moll  important  and  intricate  parts  of  the 
Ruffian  annals;  and  pointed  out  to  me  the  molt  approv- 
ed writers  on  that  empire. 

The  nature  of  the  Swedifh  government  rendered  the 
fources  of  information  eafy  of  accefs:  and,  fince  my  re- 
turn  to  England,  feveral  Swedifh  gentlemen,  well  verfed 
in  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  have  fupplied  much 
additional  intelligence. 


* See  voh  ITT.  p.  i ]2, 


A 8 


As 


V!  PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION, 


As  the  materials  which  I acquired  in  Denmark  were 
lefs  extenfive  than  thofe  collected  in  the  other  parts,  the 
account  of  that  kingdom  is  confined  to  thofe  circum- 
ftances  which  I was  able  to  afcertain  •»  it  being  my  invari- 
able re folut ion  never  to  adopt  uncertain  accounts,  but  to 
adhere  folety  to  thofe  fadts  which  appeared  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  the  moil  unqueftionable  authorities. 

In  the  hiftorical  relations,  I had  recourfe  to  many 
Enghfh  and  foreign  authors,  particularly  to  ff^eral  Ger- 
man writers  of  unimpeached  veracity,  who  were  refident 
for  a confiderable  time  in  fome  of  the  Northern  kina;- 
doms,  and  from  whom  I have  drawn  many  anecdote^ 
not  known  to  the  Englifh  reader. 

Throughout  this  work,  I have  fcmpuloufly  cited  the 
authors  whom  I have  confulted ; and  have  fubjoined  a 
lift  of  the  principal  books  employed  on  this  occafton, 
with  an  explanation  of  the  references  by  which  they  are 
diftinguilhed. 

I cannot  clofe  this  preface  without  exprefling  my  ob- 
ligations to  Mr.  Wraxall,  Mr.  Pennant,  and  Dr.  Pulte- 
ney,  for  their  refpective  afiiftance,  acknowledged  in  the 
courfe  of  the  wrork.  General  Floyd  alfo  claims  my 
fmcereft  thanks  for  communicating  his  accurate  Jour- 
nal of  our  Tour;  to  whofe  obfervations  and  defcrip- 

tions,  befldes  the  extradfs  in  the  following  pages,  I 

0 

gratefully  confefs  myfelf  indebted  for  many  interefting 
particulars* 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THE  FOURTH  EDITION  OF  1792. 

THE  Author  publifhed  the  fifft  edition  of  this  work 
in  1784;  and  the  favourable  manner  in  which  the 
public  received  it,  induced  him  to  give  another  volume, 
including  a continuation  of  thofe  obfervations,  which  a 
fubfequent  journey  into  the  northern  kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope, in  1784  and  1785,  enabled  him  to  make;  more 
particularly  an  account  of  thofe  countries  which  he  did 
not  viiit  in  his  former  tour;  namely,  Jutland,  Norway, 
Livonia,  and  Courland.  He  wras  like  wife  enabled  to 
make  confiderable  additions  to  the  account  of  Den- 
mark. 

In  the  prefent  edition,  thofe  parts  which  relate  to  the 
fame  fubjedt  have  been  thrown  together,  and  the  re- 
maining chapters  of  the  additional  volume  arranged  in 
as  connected  a manner  as  the  nature  of  the  work  would 
admit. 
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ADVERTISEMEN  T 

'TO  THE  FIFTH  EDITION. 

7 ' ' ■ ; 

1 do  not  deliver  the  fifth  edition  of  this  work  to’i&e 
public  without  the  moft  grateful  recollection  of  its  fa- 
vourable reception,  both  in  this  and  in  foreign  eoti®- 
tries,  and  with  a confeious  fatisfaciioo,  that,  akfcongtt 
it  was  the  firft  fvftematic  account  of  the  northern  kinar- 
clom.s,  no  material  error  has  been  difcovered.  in  pre- 
paring it  for  the  prefs,  I have  omitted  no  opportunity 
to  ;coiTei6l  inaccuracies,  and  to  fop  ply  fueh  additional 
information  as  was  reqnifite  to  elucidate  the  final  dm- 
£ton  of  Poland,  and  the  other  great  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  northern  kingdoms,  i have  added, 
an  account  of  the  death  of  Catharine  the  Second,  a«J 
interef hag  anecdotes  of  the  amiable  and  unforfai-naTe 
Stanhlaus,  of  Prince  Or  loft  Prince  Potemkin,  and  Mar- 
£hal  Suwarof.  I have  alfo  given  farther  ofofervatibns 
an  the  Britifti  trade  with  Roffia,  and,  in  all  cafes  where  I 
could  procure  accurate  information,  have  brought  down 
the  fatements  of  .the  finances  and  population  to  the  pre- 
lent time. 

By  the  deaths  of  many  perfons  from  whom  I received 
information,  I now  have  it  in  my  power  to  difclofe  .many 
fefpectabie  authorities,  which  delicacy  prevented  in:e 
from  quoting  in  my  former  editions.  The  king  of  Po- 
land inmfeifi  condefcended  to  impart  much  fee  ret  in- 
telligence, and  ordered  a gentleman,  verfed  in  the 
hiftory  and  b.ws  of  Poland,  to  communicate  all  the  in- 
formation which  1 required  on  that  complicated  form 
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of  government.  Hence  I was  enabled  to  give  a more 
accurate  and  detailed  account  of  the  hiftery  and  coii- 
fiitution  of  Poland,  than  had  ever  before  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  public.  1 was  likewife  indebted  to  Count 
Stackelberg,  Ruffian  embaffiador  at  Warfaw,  from  the 
time  of  the  firft  Partition  to  my  fecond  vffit  in  1785, 
for  various  anecdotes  relative  to  that  and  fubfequent 
events.  Alfo  to  Sir  Thomas  Wroughton,  Britiffi  conful 
at  St.  Peterfburgh  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  envoy 
at  Warfaw  during  the  Partition,  and  finally  minifter  at 
the  court  of  Stockholm.  Count  Solmes,  Pruffian  mi- 
nifter at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  read  to  me  a narra- 
tive of  the  principal  events  of  the  life  and  reign  of  Ca- 
tharine the  Second,  which  he  had  collected  during  a re- 
fidence  of  twenty  years,  and  from  which  [ was  enabled 
to  throw  great  light  on  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution, 
and  of  Prince  Ivan. 

The  reader  will  find  other  authorities  refpecting  par- 
ticular anecdotes,  interfperfed  throughout  the  work, 
which,  from  motives  of  prudence,  I could  not  difclofe 
in  the  former  editions. 


Bemerton,  Jan.  i}  1802. 


IN  the  former  editions  of  this  work  I reduced  the 
Ruffian  money  to  the  Engliffi  hand  arc!,  and  efiimated 
a rouble  at  4s.  or  five  to  a pound  fterling;  which,  in 
1778,  was  nearly  its  average  value.  When  Peter  the 
Great  reformed  the  coinage,  he  propofed  making  the 
value  of  a rouble  equal  to  a rix-doUar,  or  about  4s.  6d. ; 
at  which  rate,  with  a fmall  fluctuation  owing  to  acci- 
dental cireum fiances,  it  continued  till  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Turkifh  war  in  1770.  Since  th^t  period  the 
alteration  of  the  coin  reduced  the  intrinfic  value,  as 
tried  in  the  mint  of  London,  to  3s.  2d.  The  excels  of 
the  imports  above  the  exports,  the  number  of  remit- 
tances necefiary  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  em- 
ployed againft  the  Turks,  and  the  great  quantity  of  pa- 
per money  in  circulation,  have  hill  farther  contributed 
to  diminifli  the  value  of  the  rouble  in  exchange  with 
foreign  countries;  and  it  has  been  more  than  once  fo 
low  as  2s.  4 \d.  Its  prefent  value  is  2s.  Qd, 


Semerton,  Jan.  a,  2S02. 
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POLAND. 


History  and  government, 

BOOK  I. 

CHAP.  i. 

Refearches  into  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Polilh  government, 
•^-Inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  gradual  diminution  of  royal 
prerogative,  and  eftablifhment  of  an  eleitive  monarchy .« — Licen-* 
tious  power  and  conduit  of  the  nobles.-— Bad  effects  of  arifto* 
eratkal  authority. 

IT  is  difficult  to  inveftigate  in  any  country  the 
origin  and  progrefs  of  its  conftitution  ; be- 
caufe  the  beginning  of  all  hiftory  is  involved  in 
obfcurity,  and  becaufe  that  body  of  laws  and 
triages,  which  forms  the  efifence  of  every  govern- 
ment, is  not  created  in  a particular  period,  or  by 
a fingle  event,  but  generally  refults  from  a feries 
of  circumftances  which  cannot  be  feparately 
diferim  mated.  In  Poland,  however,  the  politi- 
cal obferver  has  this  lingular  advantage : the 
various  occurrences  from  which  the  extraordi- 
vol.  i»  ? nary 
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nary  form  of  government  was  gradually  derived, 
have  been  developed  by  a fucceffion  of  accurate 
hiftorians  lbme  of  whom  flourifhed  foon  after 
the  sera  when  the  moil  important  articles  of  the 
conftitution  were  eftablifhed.  By  means  of  their 
authentic  narratives  we  are  enabled  to  trace,  by 
what  means  a monarchy  once  nearly  abfolute, 
funk,  in  the  courfe  of  a few  centuries,  without 
any  depofition  of  the  prince  or  violent  convul- 
fion,  into  a ftate  of  aim  oft  total  ariftocracy. 

A brief  inquiry  into  the  principal  incidents 
which  produced  this  remarkable  conftitution, 
accompanied  by  fuch  political  reflexions  as  the 
progrefs  of  the  detail  fuggefts,  will  properly  in- 
troduce a view  of  Poland  in  its  prefent  ftate. 

The  fovereigns  of  Poland  are  ufually  ranged 
in  four  elaffes  or  periods  : 

l.  Of  the  houfe  of  Ldko.  2.  Of  Piaft. 
3.  OfJaghellon.  4.  Of  different  families. 

l.  As  the  fir  ft period  is  allowed  to  be  fabu- 
lous, the  beft  Polifh  hiftorians  ufually  commence 
their  narratives  at  the  fecond  sera. 

2.  The 

* Dlugoflius,  the  father  of  Polifh  hiflory,  was  born  in  1415,  only 
44  years  after  the  demife  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  from  whofe  reigm 
Poland  dates  her  written  laws.  He  begins  his  hiftory  from  the 
earlieft  period  of  the  Polifh  annals,  and  carries  it  down  to  the  year 
1480. 

f The  fabulous  ftory  of  Lefko  II.  is  as  follows:  Upon  the  deatfe 
of  Lefko  I.  duke  of  Poland,  a race  was  appointed  on  horfeback, 
and  the  vi£lor  was  to  be  nominated  fovereign.  Lefzec,  one  of  the 
1 candidates-, 
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2.  The  early  part  even  of  this  epoch  has  an 
air  of  romance  ; and  the  account  of  Pi’aft,  who 
gave  his  name  to  a line  of  kings,  and  from  whom 
all  the  natives  of  Poland  who  have  afcended  the 
throne  are  called  Piaft,  is  a feries  of  fictions.  By 
fome,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  a wheelwright,  by 
others,  a common  peafant,  and  by  all,  to  have 
gained  the  crown  through  the  vifible  interposi- 
tion of  two  angels.  Nor  indeed  can  we  expert 
any  faithful  accounts  of  a people  buried  in  bar- 
barifm,  wholly  without  letters,  and  immerfed  in 
Pagan  fuperflition.  W e cannot  therefore  date 
the  authenticity  of  the  Polifh  annals  earlier  than 
the  acceffion  of  Miciflaus  II.  the  fourth  fove- 
reign  of  the  line  of  Piaft,  in  964.  From  his  reign 
Poland  began  to  be  connected  with  Germany  ; 
the  hiftorians  of  which  country,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  throw  a confiderable 
light  upon  Polifh  affairs  before  the  exiftence  of 
native  hiftorians. 

According  to  fome  writers,  during  the  whole 
of  the  fecond  period  the  monarchy  was  elediive, 

and 

candidates,  in  order  to  fecure  the  victory,  ftrewed  part  of  the 
courfe  with  nails,  leaving  a clear  paffage  for  his  own  horfe.  This 
ftratagem  was  difcovered  by  another  of  the  candidates,  and  made 
known  to  the  people  : the  latter  rofe,  malfacred  Lefzec,  and  pro- 
claimed the  other  duke,  who  alfumed  the  name  of  Lelko  II.  The 
sera  in  which  this  Lelko  reigned  is  fo  uncertain,  that  fome  hifto- 
rians  refer  it  to  the  6th,  others  to  the  7th,  and  even  to  the  8th 

isentury. 
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and  the  fovereign  power  limited  ; according  to 
others  the  crown  was  hereditary,  and  its  autho- 
rity abfolute.  But  this  difference  of  opinion 
may  be  eafily  reconciled ; the  crown  feemed 
hereditary  from  its  continuance  in  the  fame  fa* 
mily ; but  had  an  elective  appearance,  becaufe, 
on  the  death  of  the  king,  his  fucceffor  was 
formally  * nominated  and  recognized  in  an  af- 
fenibly  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  of  the  realm. 
With  refpedt  to  the  extent  of  the  king’s  autho- 
rity, his  power,  as  in  the  generality  of  feudal 
governments,  when  exercifed  by  an  able  and  e li- 
ter prifmg  prince,  triumphed  over  all  controul ; 
but,  in  the  hands  of  a weak  fovereign,  was  eafily 
reftri&ed  by  the  afcendancy  of  a licentious  and 
warlike  nobility. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  fecond  period,  1347, 
Cafimir  the  G reat  reilrained  the  turbulence  of 
the  principal  barons,  and  granted  certain  immu- 
nities to  the  nobles  and  gentry.  This  great  mo* 
Tiarch  was  awafe,  that  no  other  expedient. could 
introduce  order  into  this  kingdom,  than  a limi- 
tation of  the  vaft  influence  poffeffed  by  the 
f Palatines  or  principal  nobility ; and  had  he 
been  fucceeded  by  a line  of  hereditary  mo- 
narchs,  probably  the  barons  would  not  have  re- 

# Lengnich,  Jus  Publicum  Regni  Polonise,  v. T.  p.  48. 
f Palatinorum  et  judicum  infinita  poteftas  coercita  eft,  See . 
Sarnicius,  p.  1141,  \ 

covered 
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covered  their  former  afce-ndancy,  and  the  feudal 
fyftem  would  have  been  gradually  annihilated 
in  Poland,  as  in  other  countries  of  Europe. 

But  his  nephew  and  fuccelfor  Louis,  king  of 
Hungary,  being  a foreigner,  was  obliged  to  ra- 
tify certain  conditions,  which  circumfcribed  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  andincreafedthepower 
of  the  barons  and  inferior  nobles.  He  agreed 
that  no  taxes  iliould  be  impofed  without  the 
cenfent  of  the  nation  ; and  that  in  cafe  of  his 
demife  without  male  heirs,  the  privilege  of  ap- 
pointing a fovereign  iliould  revert  to  the  body 
of  nobles*.  In  confequence  of  this  agreement, 
Louis  afcended  the  throne  without  oppofition, 
and  having  no  ions,  fecured  the  fucceffion  to  his 
fon-in-law  the  Emperor  Sigifmond,  married  to 
his  eldeft  daughter  Maria,  by  promifmg  to  di- 
mi  nidi  the  taxes,  repair  the  fortrelfes  at  his  own 
expence,  and  confer  no  dignities  or  offices  upon 
foreigners  f. 

% 

3.  The  third  period  begins  upon  the  death  of 
Louis,  1382,  when  the  Poles  politically  fet  afide 
Sigifmond,  who  would  have  been  formidable  to 
their  newly-acquired  immunities,  and  raifed  to 
the  throne  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon  duke  of  Lithua- 
nia, who  confirmed  all  the  ftipulations  of  Louis,, 

* Dlugofiius,  Lib.  IX.  p.  1102,  &c. 

f See  Lengnich,  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  Ill,  Pref.  p.  5. 
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and  efpoufed  Hedwige,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
deceafed  monarch. 

By  the  renunciation  of  Louis,  the  kings  of 
Poland  being  divefled  of  the  right  to  impofc 
taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  nation,  Ladif- 
laus  alfembled  the  nobles  # in  their  refpeclivc  * 
provinces  to  obtain  an  additional  tribute. 
Thefe  provincial  alfemblies  gave  birth  to  the 
dietines,  which,  however,  no  longer  retain  the 
power  of  raifmg  money,  but  only  eleft  the  nun- 
tios  or  reprefentatives  for  the  general  diet. 

Ladillaus  III.  fen  of  Ladiilaus  Jaghellon,  pur- 
chafed  his  nomination  to  the  fucceffion,  during 
the  life  of  his  father,  by  a confirmation  of  all  the 
privileges  above  enumerated,  which  he  fclemnly 
ratified  at  his  acceffion. 

Under  Cafimir  III,  f his  brother  and  fucceffer, 
further  innovations  unfavourable  to  regal  prero- 
gative were  introduced.  One  of  the  principal 
changes  in  this  reign,  which  laid  the  foundation 
of  ftill  more  important  revolutions  in  the  Polifli 
government,  was  the  convention  of  a national 
diet  invefied  with  the  foie  power  of  granting 
lupplies.  Each  Palatinate  or  province  was  per- 
mitted to  fend  to  this  general  diet,  befide  the 
Palatines  and  other  principal  barons,  a certain 

* Prelatorum,  Baronum  et  Militarium.  Lengnich,  Jus  Pub. 
vol.  II.  p.  35. 

•f  Sometimes  called  Cafimir  IV. 
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number  of  nuntios  or  reprefentatives,  cliofen  by 
the  nobles  and  burghers*.  This  reign  is  there- 
fore confidered  by  the  popular  party  as  the  sera, 
at  which  the  freedom  of  the  conftitution  was 
permanently  eftablifhed.  Cafimir  being  engag- 
ed in  unfuccefsful  wars,  which  exhaufted  the 
royal  treafures,  was  under  the  neceflity  of  apply- 
ing repeatedly  to  the  diet  for  fubfidies  ; almoft 
every  fupply  was  accompanied  with  a lift  of 
grievances,  and  produced  a ftill  further  diminu- 
tion of  the  prerogative.  In  Poland,  as  in  all  feu- 
dal governments,  the  barons,  at  the  head  of  their 
vaffals,  are  bound  to  fight  in  defence  of  the 
kingdom : before  the  reign  of  Cafimir  III.  the 
king  could  require  fuch  military  fervices  ; but 
this  monarch,  in  compenfation  for  a pecuniary 
aid,  renounced  f the  power  of  fummoning  the 
nobles  to  his  ftandard,  and  even  agreed  not  to 
ena6t  laws  without  the  concurrence  of  the  na- 
tional diet, 

John  Albert,  fecond  fon  of  Cafimir,  being 
elected  in  preference  to  his  elder  brother  Ladif- 
laus,  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  affented, 
without  hesitation,  to  all  the  immunities  extort- 

* See  Chap.  8.  for  proof  that  the  burghers  were  permitted  to 
fend  reprefentatives. 

f Quod  niillas  conftitutiones  faceret,  nequc  terrigenas  ad  hel- 
ium moveri  mandaret,  abfque  conventione  communi  in  fingulk 
Sends  inftittieada.  Conft.  Pol.  v.  I.  p.  1S6, 
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eel  from  his  predeceffors,  and  fwore  to  their  ob- 
fervance  in  a general  * diet  held  at  Petrikau, 

1469. 

Alexander,  his  brother  and  fucceffor  declared, 
in  1505?  the  following  limitations  of  fovereign 
authority  to  be  fundamental  laws  of  the  king-  $ 
dom : the  king  cannot  impofe  taxes  ; nor  require 
the  feudal  feryices ; nor  alienate  the  royal  do- 
mains ; nor  enabt  laws  ; nor  coin  money  ; nor  air 
ter  the  procefs  in  the  courts  of  juftice. 

Sigifmond  I.  fucceeded  Alexander : a Polilh 
hiftorian  f fpeaking  of  his  reign,  exclaims  with 
much  indignation,  “ The  king  is  ahnoft  deftitute 
of  power,  he ' cannot  procure  any  fubfidy  on  the 
moft  prefiing  emergency,  for  carrying  on  war, 
or  for  the  portion  of  his  daughters,  without  in- 
creating  the  privileges  of  the  nobility.”  Not- 
withftanding,  however,  this  exclamation,  we 
cannot  forbear  remarking  that  the  power  of  le- 
vying taxes  at  diferetion  is  the  mofi:  formidable 
engine  of  defpptic  authority  : the  acquifition  of 
it  by  themonarchs  of  France  iinally  fub verted  the 
liberties  of  that  kingdom  ; and  it  was  made  the 
fir  ft  object  of  refiftance  by  the  aiiertors  of  freedom 
in  our  own  country.  If  indeed  we  were  inclined 
to  point  out  any  particular  period,  at  which  the 
Polifh  conftitution  attained  its  moft  perfect  Irate, 
we  fhould  perhaps  fix  on  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  k 

* Conik  Pol.  v.  I,  p.  294,  f Orichovius. 
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when  the  perfon  and  property  of  the  fubjeft 
were  fecured  by  ample  providons,  and  the  crown 
ftill  retained  considerable  influence.  But  the  time 

t 

was  arrived,  when  an  inordinate  paffion  for  li- 
berty led  the  nobles  to  render  the  throne  wholly 
elective,  and  at  each  election  to  continue  their  en- 
croachments upon  the  regal  authority,  until  the 
king  was  reduced  to  a mere  pageant.  The  firft 
public  attempt  towards  eftablifhing  this  favourite 
object,  a free  ele6tion  of  the  king,  was  brought 
forward  in  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  Augustus,  fon 
andfucceffor  of  Sigifmond  the  Firft,  who  was  con- 
drained,  in  1 550,  to  agree,  that  no  future  monarch 
Should  Succeed  to  the  throne  unlefs  freely  elected 
by  the? nation. 

The  death  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus  without  if- 
fue  gave  efficacy  to  this  conceffion,  which  might 
other  wife  have  been  counteracted  by  the  popu- 
larity and  influence  of  a claimant  by  hereditary 
fucceffion.  For  during  the  Jaghellon  line,  the 
Sovereigns,  although  formally  raifed  to  the  throne 
by  the  confent  of  the  nation,  ftill  reded  their 
pretenfions  upon  hereditary  right,  as  well  as  upon 
this  confent,  always  dyling  themfelves  heirs  of 
the  kingdom  of  Poland.  Sigifmond  Augudus,  in 
whom  the  male  line  of  the  Jaghellon  family  be-* 
£ame  extinct,  was  the  lad  who  bore  that  title*, 

# Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p,  59. 
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4.  The  fourth  period  commences  from  the  de- 
mife  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  in  1572,  when  all 
title  to  the  crown  from  hereditary  right  was 
formally  abrogated,  and  abfolute  freedom  of 
elebtion  eftablifiied.  At  this  aera,  a charter  of  im- 
munities was  drawn  up  at  a general  diet,  to  be 
ratified  by  the  new  fovereign  before  his  election. 
The  ground-work  of  this  charter,  termed  in  the 
Poliili  law  PaSta  Convent  a , was  the  whole  body 
of  privileges  obtained  from  Louis  and  his  fuc- 
celfors,  with  thefe  additions;  l.  the  king  to  be 
ele<5iive,  and  his  fueceffor  never  to  be  appointed 
during  his  life  ; 2.  the  diets  to  be  affembled  every 
two  years  ; 3,  every  # noble  or  gentleman  in  the 
whole  realm  to  have  a vote  in  the  diet  of  ele&ion; 
4.  fhould  the  king  infringe  the  laws  and  privileges 
of  the  nation,  his  fubjefts  were  abfolved  frofii 
their  oaths  of  allegiance.  From  this  period  the 
Pa£ta  Convent  a , occafionally  enlarged,  have  been 
confirmed  by  every  fovereign  at  his  coronation. 

Henry  of  Valois,  duke  of  Anjou  and  brother 
of  Charles  IX.  king  of  France,  fecured  his  elec- 
tion, as  well  by  private  bribes  to  the  nobles,  as  by 
promifing  an  annual  penfion  t b the  Republic  from 
the  revenues  of  France.  His  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  each  fucceeding  fovereign,  who,  be- 
fide  an  unconditional  ratification  of  the  Pacta 
Convent  a,  has  always  purchafed  the  crown  by  a 

* See  the  definition  of  a Jvoble,  Chap.  8. 
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public  largefs  and  by  private  corruption,  circum- 
fiances  which  endear  an  elective  monarchy  to  the 
Poles. 

Under  Stephen  Bathori,  the  regal  power  was 
further  circumfcribed  by  the  appointment  of  fix- 
teen  refident  fenators  chofen  at  each  diet,  to  at- 
tend the  king,  and  to  give  their  opinion  in  all 
matters  of  importance,  which  prevented  him  from 
iffuing  any  decree,  without  their  confent*.  Am 
other  fatal  blow  was  alfo  given  to  the  prerogative 
in  15  78,  by  annihilating  the  fupreme  jurifdifiion, 
or  the  power  of  judging  in  the  laft  refort  the 
caufes  of  the  nobles,  excepting  fuch  as  arife 
within  a fmall  diftance  f of  the  royal  refidence. 
It  was  enabled,  that  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  king  each  palatinate  or  province  ill  ould  elect  in 
their  dietines  their  own  judges,  who  fhould  form 
fupreme  courts  of  juftice,  called  Tribun  alia  Reg - 
ni  and  that  in  thefe  courts  the  caufes  of  the  no- 
bles fhould  be  decided  finally  and  without  ap- 
peal, a mode  of  judicature  which  prevails  to  this 
day.  , 

*This  appointment  was  made  in  1573,  under  Henry,  but  did  not 
take  place  till  the  reign  of  Stephen.  Lengnich,  jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p.  344* 
II.  44.  TV 

t The  courts  exercifing  juftice  in  the  king’s  name  within  the 
diftridt  are  called  AfFefforia  Regni.  Until  the  death  of  John  So- 
bieiki,  the  kings  judged  frequently  in  perfon,  but  this  ceafed  to  be 
the  cuftom  from  the  time  of  Auguftus  II.  and  the  Great  Chancellor 
now  exercifes,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  that  branch  of  royal  prero- 
gative. 

X Lengnich,  Jus  Pub,  v.  II.  p.  536, 
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The  turbulent  reign  of  J obn  Cafimir  was  mark- 
ed  by  the  introduction  of  the  Liberum  Veto*,  or 
the  power  which  each  nuntio  claims  or  exercifes 
of  interpofing  a negative,  and,  in  confequencc 
of  that  interpofition,  of  breaking  up  the  diet ; a 
privilege  which  the  fovereign  himfelf  does  not 
poffefs,  and  which  has  principally  contributed  to 
deftroy  the  true  balance  of  the  Polifli  conftitu- 
lion. 

But  the  king  was  ftill  the  fountain  of  honour ; he 
conferred  the  principal  dignities  and  great  offices 
of  the  republic,  and  beftowed  the  Starofties,  or 
Royal  fiefs*  which  are  held  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  poffeffor.  Hence  he  ftill  maintained  great 
influence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation ; but  this 
laft  folitary  branch  of  royal  prerogative  was  wrefl> 
ed  from  the  crown  at  the  eftabliiliment  of  the 
Permanent  Council  in  177  3f » 

Thus  it  appears,  that,  from  the  time  of  Louis 
to  the  prefent  period,  the  nobles  have  continued 
to  diminiih  the  regal  authority,  and  to  augment 
their  own  privileges.  Many  of  the  conceffions 
which  they  obtained  from  the  fovereigns  of  the 
Jaghellon  line,  were  juft  and  reafonable,  and  tend- 
ed only  to  eftablifli  an  equitable  degree  of  free- 
dom. When,-  however,  an  abfolute  right  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  crown  gave  repeated  opportunities  of 
preferibing  unconditional  terms  to  every  candi- 

* For  an  account  of  the  Liberum  Veto,  fee  Chap,  6. 
f See  Chap.  5. 

dqhe 


0.  1. 


H I S T O R T* 


3 5 

date  for  the  throne,  they  were  no  longer  content 
with  that  equal  diftribution  of  power,  which  is 
the  excellence  of  a limited  monarchy,  but  af- 
pired  to,  and  nearly  attained,  a direct  ariftocrac}^ 
under  a regal  form. 

From  this  general  review  of  the  revolutions  in 
the  conftitution  of  Poland,  we  may  infer,  that, 
not  with  handing  their  boaited  liberty,  the  Poles  are 
by  no  means  free.  Indeed  their  hiftorians,  how- 
ever they  may  differ  in  other  points,  unanimoully 
agree  in  reprobating  their  affectation  of  liberty, 
the  fhadow  rather  than  the  reality  of  freedom, 
which  is  in  fact  merely  a turbulent  fyftem  of 
ariftocratic  licentioufnefs,  where  a few  members 
of  the  community  are  above  the  controul  of  law, 
and  the  majority  excluded  from  its  protection.  We 
Ihould  fuppofe,  that,  if  in  an}^  inltance  they  were 
free,  it  would  be  in  the  election  of  a king,  one 
of  their  molt  vaunted  privileges  ; yet  Sarnifki  ad- 
dreffes  the  Poles  with  great  truth  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : “ Turn  over  your  annals,  and  you 
will  fcarcely  find  a Angle  example  of  a free  elec- 
tion Another  Polidi  hiftorian,  the  celebrated 
Staniilaus  Lubienfki  bifliop  of  Plotfko,  jufth 
contends  that  the  Poles,  free  as  they  pretend  to 
be,  are  abfolutely  in  a ftate  of  flavery,  to  which 
they  have  been  reduced  by  an  inconfiderate  pal- 

* Revolvite  annales  veftros,  vix  ullum  exemplum  liberse  ele&i- 
©nis  invenietis. 
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fion  for  liberty  In  a word,  it  is  evident  from 
the  hiftory  of  this  country,  that  the  Poles  were 
more  free  at  home,  and  more  independent  and 
flourifliing  abroad,  when  thefovereign  had  greater 
authority,  when  the  nobles  affifted  at  the  diets 
without  the  privilege  of  diffolving  them,  and 
when  they  fubmitted  thcmfelves  and  their  pea- 
fants  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king.  The  proof 
of  this  affertion  is  founded  on  thefe  faCls : 

l . The  wretched  hate  of  the  towns  compared 
with  their  former  flourifliing  condition,  during 
the  reigns  of  the  Jaghellon  family,  when  the 
burghers  even  pofleffed  a right  of  fending  nun- 
tios  to  the  diets'f.  2.  The  miferable  condition  of 
the  peafants,  the  increafe  of  whofe  oppreffion  has 
correfponded  with  the  increafe  of  the  power  of 
the  nobles;  for  when  the  king  loft  his  weight  in 
the  conftitution,  this  moft  numerous  and  ufeful 
order  of  fociety  loft  their  chief  protestor.  3.  A 
total  confufi on  introduced  into  theadminiftration 
of  public  affairs,  and  a ftatc  of  anarchy,  which 
prevents  deliberation,  and  delays  the  adoption 
ef  neceffary  meafures  even  in  times  of  the  moft 
prefling  emergency.  4.  The  decline  of  the  im- 
portance, and  diminution  of  the  Polifh  territories. 


* Expendamus  paululum  (latum  reipnblicse : inconfultus  liber- 
tads  amor  dum  iidem  leges  ferunt,  qui  pcsnis  obnoxii  funt,  et  mv 
punitatis  defiderio,  juris,  quo  tot  (ieculis  patria  ftetit,  convellunt 
fundamenta,  nos  eo  redegit  utliberi  fejjlmo  cuique  ferwiamus,  p.  194,. 
. f See  Chap.  8. 
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- For  a kingdom  containing  near  fourteen  mil- 
lion inhabitants,  if  well  regulated,  would  never 
have  fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  the  ambition  of  its 
neighbours ; its  internal  ftrength,  affifted  by  its 
natural  alliances,  would  have  protracted,  if  not 
prevented,  the  difmemberment.  Nor  are  the  fa- 
tal effeCts  of  the  evils  inherent  in  the  conftitution 
yet  fully  exhaufted  ; the  fame  incapacity  of  re- 
fitting the  encroachments  of  neighbouring  pow- 
ers, which  rendered  the  Poles  paffive  during  the 
late  partition,  will  render  them  equally  fubmiffive* 
when  future  claims  fhall  be  urged  bv  a fimilar 
combination,  and  compel  them  to  acquiefce  un- 
der any  pretenfions,  however  chimerical  or  un- 
juft. 

In  fhort,  anarchy  and  confufion  are  not  only 
tolerated,  but  are  even  fuppofed  by  the  nobles  to 
be  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  conftitution, 
in  conformity  to  a national  proverb,  that  ££  Po- 
land fub fijls  by  anarchy P In  opposition  to  this 
abfurd  idea,  Sarnifki  advifes  his  countrymen  no 
longer  to  Suffer  the  republic  to  be  governed  by 
chance,  or  to  Submit  to  the  caft  of  the  die  the 
administration  of  affairs,  on  which  their  very 
exiftence  as  a nation  depends 

i 

* Non  condemnetis  (fays  Sarnifki,  in  the  finking  pafTage  to 
which  I allude,  and  of  which  it  is  impollible  to  preferve  the  fpirit 
in  a tranflation)  qusefo  prudentiffimorum  virorum  confilia  5 nee 
fmatis  amplius  cafu  rernpublicam  regi,  nec  permittatis  dub'ue  aka 
res,  in  quibus  vita  et  mors,  fidus  et  interitus,  ad  limtn  fedenu 
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Kids:  Stanifiaus  Letzinfki  and  tlie  Abbe  Ko- 
narfld  are  the  moft  celebrated  of  the  modern 
Polidi  authors,  who  have  expofed  in  the  ftrongeft; 
colours  the  diforders  of  the  government,  and 
the  exorbitancy  of  the  privileges  poffeffed  by  the 
nobles:  but  what  avail  the  reprefentations  of 
hiftorians  againft  factions,  againft  a tumultuous 
nobility,  or  againft  the  cabals  of  neighbouring 
powers  ? Poland,  without  an  army,  without 
money,  without  fortreffes,  without  refources,  and 
with  a defective  government,  the  fource  of  all 
the  other  calamities,  can  never  emerge  from  her 
prefent  fituation.  Her  misfortunes  will  gradually 
increafe,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of 
a few  real  patriots ; until  by  ilow^  progrefs,  or 
fome  violent  revolution,  Poland  fubfides  into  an 
hereditary  monarchy,  or  a well-ordered  republic  ;■ 
or,  which  is  more  probable,  is  totally  fwallowed 
up  by  the  neighbouring  powers. 
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Maria3  mar,  Sigifmond  Hedwige,  ifl  wife  of 

enap,  of  Germany*  LadiHsus  Jaghellon® 


Kings  of  Poland  of  the  Ploufe  of  Jaghellon* 
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KINGS  OF  POLAND, 

OF  DIFFERENT  FAMILIES. 


I. 

3. 

3- 

4“ 

' 

5* 

Henry  of  Va- 

Stephen  Ba- 

SlGISMOND  III. 

Ladislaus  IV. 

John  It,  Casi- 

lois  duke  of  An- 

thori,  king  of 

king  Augufl 

foil  of  Sigif- 

mir,  king  Nov. 

jou,  afterwards 

Poland, Dec.  14., 

1587  ; died  at 

mond  III.  king 

20,  1648 ; abdi- 

king  of  France, 

1 575,  upon  his 

Warfaw  April 

Nov,  1632 ; died 

cated  Septem- 

king  ©f  Poland, 

marriage  with 

30,  1632,  aged 

at  Meretz,  May 

her  16,  1 668  ; 

May  1573,  ab- 

Annejaghellon, 

66.  Seethe  for- 

20,  1648,  aged 

died  at  Nevers 

dicated  Tune 

died  at  Grodno, 

mer  table.  Mar. 

52;  married  1. 

in  France,  Dec. 

1574- 

Dec.  12,  1586, 
aged  54* 

1.  Anne  daugh- 
ter of  Charles 
archduke  of 
Auftria;  2,Con- 
ftantia,  filler  of 
Anne. 

Ceciliadaughter 
of  the  emperor 
Ferdinand  II. 

2.  Louifa  Maria 
princefs^f  Ne- 
ve rs. 

y 

\ 

16,  1672,  aged 
64 ; married 
Louifa  his  bro- 
ther’s widow. 

6. 

7- 

8. 

% 

9- 

10. 

Michael  Ko- 

John  III.  So- 

Augustus  II. 

Augustus  III, 

Si  ANlSLAUS 

RIBUT  WlES- 

b ie  ski,  king 

eledtor  of  Sax- 

eledor  of  Sax- 

Aucustus, 

noviski,  king 

May  21,  1674; 

ony,  king  June 

ony,  king  Od. 

king  Septem- 

June  19,  1668  ; 

died  at  Yilla- 

1697;  died 

5,  1773;  died 

her  1764,  ab- 

diedat  Leopold, 

now,  June  17, 

1 7 3 3>  aged  &3  ; 

at  Drefden,Od. 

dicated  1794, 

Nov.  10,  167?, 
aged  35  ; mar. 
Ii ! eonora 
daughter  of  the 
ern  peror  F er- 
dinand  III. 

1 696,  aged  66  ; 
married  Marie 
de  la  Grange 
d’Arquien. 

V t. 

m.  c hriflina  d. 
of  Chrifbian 
margrave  of 
Brandenburgh 
Rareith. 

Stanislaus 

Let  zinski, 
chofen  July  12, 
1704;  driven 
from  Poland  5 
eleded  on  the 
death  of 
Auguftus  II . 
again  obliged  to 
retire ; retained 
the  ritlenf  king; 
died  at  Lune- 
ville,  1766. 

176^  ; married 
Maria  Jofephi- 
na  daughter  of 
the  emperor 
Jofeph  X. 

died  1798. 
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Ele&Ion  of  Stamflaus  Auguftus.*— His  excellent  regulations  oppofed 
hy  the  neighbouring  powers — Hiftory  of  the  Diffidents — their* 
privileges  abolilhed  by  the  diet  of  1766.— Confederacies  in  their 
favour  fupported  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia. — Reftored  to  their 
rights  by  the  diet  of  1768.— -Proceedings  of  that  diet.—rRife  of 
the  civil  commotions. 

/~\N  the  clemife  of  Auguftus  the  Third,  Sta- 
niilaus  Auguftus *,  fon  of  Count  Ponia- 
towfki  the  friend  and  companion  of  Charles  XII. 

was 

* It  is  well  known  that  Staniflaus  Auguftus  owed  his  elevation 
to  the  tender  partiality  of  Catherine  the  Second,  which  commenced 
during  his  reiidence  at  Peterfburg. 

He  was  fecond  furviving  fon  of  count  Staniftaus  Poniatowfki, 
caftellan  of  Cracow,  by  the  princefs  Conftantia  Zartorifki,  and 
educated  with  great  care  under  the  aufpices  of  his  refpe&able  fa- 
ther. At  an  early  age  he  travelled  through  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope! paffed  feveral  months  in  England  in  1754,  where  he  received 
the  moft  flattering  reception  from  perfons  of  merit  and  diftinftion^ 
and  improved  himfelf  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Englilh  language, 
conftitution,  and  commerce. 

Among  thofe  with  whofe  attentions  he  was  moft  flattered,  he 
always  mentioned,  in  terms  of  peculiar  refpeft  and  gratitude, 
lord  chancellor  Hardwicke,  with  whofe  family  he  continued  in  the 
itri&eft  friendftiip,  and  maintained  an  uninterrupted  correfpondence 
with  the  Hon.  Charles  Yorke  and  fir  Jofeph  Yorke,  afterwards 
Lord  Dover. 

On 
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was  fup  ported  in  his  prete  aborts  to  tlie  crown  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia  and  the  King  of  Praffia,  whole 

affiftance, 

On  his  return  to  Poland,  and  daring  his  continuance  at  Dreftferr* 
it  the  court  of  his  fovereign  Align  ft  u.s  the  Third,,  he  commenced 
an  acquaintance  with  hr  Charles  Banbury  Williams,  then  Britiili 
envoy  at  the  court  of  Drefden,  which  was  eventually  the  cauls  of 
his  fuhfequent  elevation.  One  of  the  great  parties  into  which  Po- 
land was  at  that  time  divided  (which  was  headed  by  his  uncle* 
prince  Zartorifki,  and  his  father)  being  favourable  to  England*  a 
conftant  intercourfe  took  place  between  the  chiefs  and  the  Britifh. 
minifter.  The  young  count  was  admitted  into  this  intercourfe* 
and  being  acquainted  with  the  Englifh  language*  and  an  enthu- 
ilaftic  admirer  of  Englifh  manners,  became  the  confidential  agent 
between  bis  relatives  and  the  Britifh  minifter.  Though  only 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  appears  to  have  equally  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  both  parties  5 and  many  letters  in  the  papers,  of  fir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  preferved  at  Pontypool  Park,  in  Mon- 
mouthfhire,  difplay  the  political  advantage  derived  from  his  inter- 
vention. 

From  the  accounts  diffemmated  by  French  writers*  one  might  be 
led  to  fuppofe  that  the  young  Staniflaus  followed  the  Britifh  mi- 
nifter to  St.  Peterfburgh  as  a needy  adventurer*  without  connec- 
tions, information,  or  influence.  But  it  is  an  undoubted  fadl*  that 
the  great  party  in  Poland,  of  which  his  uncle  was  the  head, 
ftrongly  recommended  fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams  to  George  the 
Second,  as  the  fitted:  perfon  for  the  embafly  to  St.  Peterfburgh* 
for  his  adtivity,  zeal,  knowledge  of  Polifh  affairs,  wit,  and  accom- 
plifnments.  After  much  reludtance,  fir  Charles  accepted  the  em- 
ployment, in  obedience  to  the  exprefs  commands  of  his  fove- 
reign. 

Count  Poniatowfld  having  rendered  himfelf  highly  fiemceable 
in  the  affairs  of  Poland,  and  acquired  the  full  confidence  of  the 
Britifh  embaflador,  accompanied  him  to  Peterfburgh  as  a confiden- 
tial friend,  but  was  fecretly  charged  with  the  management  of  Polifh 
affairs,  under  the  aufpices  of  England.  In  a letter  to  Mr.  Charles 

c 3 Yorke, 
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affiftance,  ftrengthened  by  a party  among  the  no- 
bles, and  aided  by  his  great  perfonal  accomplifli- 

mends, 

Yorke,  dated  Peterfburgh,  December  17,  1756,  he  fpeaks  of  him- 
felf  as  domiciliated  in  the  houfe  of  fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams, 
and  mentions,  in  the  warmeft  terms  of  gratitude,  his  confidence 
and  friendfhip,  and  the  political  knowledge  which  he  derived  from 
his  information.  He  dwells  with  peculiar  energy  on  the  diftrafted 
hate  of  Poland,  the  prevalence  of  the  French  party,  and  the  le- 
thargy of  Ruflia  5 and  mentions  it  as  the  principal  objedt  of  his 
ambition  to  refufcitate  the  Anglo-Rufiian  party.  Through  the 
whole  of  this  letter  he  evinces  his  attachment  to  England,  and  his 
fondnefs  for  Englilh  literature,  particularly  his  adoration  of 
Shakefpeare. 

At  the  period  of  his  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  the  Great  Duchefs, 
afterwards  Catharine  the  Second,  was  in  the  25th  year  of  her  age, 
elegant,  accomplifhed,  animated,  and  had  fecretly  commenced  that 
career  of  gallantry,  which  fhe  afterwards  did  not  affedt  to  conceal. 
Her  firft  lover,  count  Soltikof,  had  been  recently  di  funded  from, 
court,  and  the  place  of  a new  admirer  was  ftiil  vacant.  She  was 
fmitten  with  the  figure  and  addrefs  of  Poniatowfki,  and  he  was  no 
lefs  captivated  with  her  charms.  An  intercourfe  was  eafily  arrang- 
ed, in  the  court  of  the  voluptuous  Elizabeth,  and  the  two  lovers 
often  met  in  difguife  at  the  houfe  of  an  Englilh  merchant.  This 
intrigue  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  politics  of  England, 
and  fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  in  feveral  difpatches,  expatiates 
on  the  advantages  derived  from  the  influence  of  the  Great  Duchefs. 

Poniatowfki  was  foon  afterwards  appointed  Polifh  envoy,  and 
remained  at  Peterfburgh  in  his  new  character.  After  the  departure 
of  fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  in  the  fummer  of  1757,  and  the 
breach  of  the  friendfhip  between  England  and  Ruflia,  he  continued 
to  be  the  channel  of  communication  between  the  Grand  Duchefs 
and  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

The  Great  Duke  Peter,  who  had  hitherto  connived  at  the  con- 
nexion between  his  confort  and  Poniatowfki,  became  fuddenly  in- 
flamed with  jealcufy,  and  at  his  earned;  reprefentations,  Poniatowfki 
was  commanded  to  quit  Peterfburgh.  He  retired  with  regret  info 
Poland,  brooding  over  hi$  chagrin  and  disappointment,  until  the 

acceffion 
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merits,  raffed  Iiirn  in  1704  to  the  throne.  Five 
thonfaiid  Ruffian  troops  Rationed  near  the  plain  of 
Voia,  at  the  diet  of  election,  fecureci  good  order, 
and  over-awed  the  oppefite  party.  The  practice 
of  cantoning  a body  of  fokliers  near  the  plain  of 
election,  has  been  adopted  by  different  foreign 
powers  for  near  a century ; a mode  of  proceed- 
ing, which,  however  galling  it  may  appear  to  the 
licentious  nobility,  prevents  the  effufion  of  blood 
that  formerly  deluged  thefe  tumultuous  aflemfalies. 

Staniflaus  was  in  the  3 2d  year  of  his  age  when 
he  afeended  the  throne,  and  feemed  calculated  by 
his  abilities  and  virtues  to  raife  Poland  from  its 
deplorable  Rate,  bad  not  the  defects  of  the  con- 
futation fettered  his  exertions  for  the  public 
good.  The  faireft  hopes  were  conceived,  of  his 
future  reign ; but  thefe  flattering  prefages  were 
difappointed  by  the  factions  of  a turbulent  people, 
fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  the  neighbouring 
powers  ; and  the  moll  amiable  among  the  Polift 
fovereigns  was  doomed  to  experience  the  dreadful 
effects  of  that  exceffive  liberty,  which  is  me  on- 

fiftent 

acceffion  of  Catharine  the  Second,  when  his  hopes  revived.  Though 
her  affections  were  fixed  on  Or] off,  yet  Catharine  fdll  retained  a 
high  degree  of  efteem  for  her  former  lover,  and  raifedhim,  on  the. 
death  of  Auguftus  the  Third,  to  the  throne  of  Poland. 

This  account  is  principally  drawn  from  the  king  of  Poland’s 
letters  to  the  family  of  Yorke  in  the  peffeffion  of  the  Farl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  and  from  the  papers  of  fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  pre  - 
feived  at  C.  H.  Leigh  s,  Lfq.  at  Pontypool  Park,  Monmouthfliire* 
See  Tour  in  Monmou.bfhire,  chap.  25  and  29. 
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fiftent  with  the  exiftence  of  a well-regulated  go- 
vernment. The  firft  acts  of  his  reign  were  adapt- 
ed to  introduce  order  into  the  interior  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  refcue  his  country  from  her  dependence 
upon  foreign  powers.  The  tendency  of  thefe 
excellent  regulations  to  increafe  the  power  and 
eonfequence  of  the  nation  gave  umbrage  to  the 
adjacent  hates,  and  were  vigorously  oppofed  by 
a Strong  party  within  the  kingdom  : at  this  crifis 
too,  religious  difputes  blending  with  political  ca- 
bals, the  flame  of  civil  difcord  burft  forth  with 
a violence  which  had  not  hitherto  raged  even  in 
Poland. 

The  body  of  Polifh  religionifts,  termed  Diffi- 
dents,  make  a principal  figure  in  the  fubfequent 
commotions  ; tbeir  concerns  being  the  real  or 
pretended  object  of  attention  in  every  material 
tranfaction.  The  hifcory  of  this  party  is  thus 
fketched  by  the  Polifli  hiftorians  : 

The  reformation  was  introduced  in  the  reign  of 
Sigifmond  I.  who  perfecuted  its  followers:  their 
number  however  gaining  ground,  his  fon  Sigif- 
mond Auguftus  # not  only  indulged  them  in  the  li- 
beral excrcife  of  their worth  ip,  but  admitted  them, 
together  with  the  Greeks,  and  all  other  feels  then, 
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# Sigifmond  Auguftus  gave  evident  marks  of  favour  to  the  pro- 
teiiant  confeftion,  and  was  even  fufpedted  of  an  inclination  to 
change  his  religion,  “ ut  etiam  de  ipfo  rumor  eflet  ac  ft  avita  facra 
renimtiare  vellet.”  Lengnich,  Jus  Publ.  II.  p.  554. 
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fubfiftins;  in  Poland,  to  a feat  in  the  diet,  and  to 
all  the  honours  and  privileges  hitherto  confined  to 
the  catholics.  Thefe  maxims  of  unlimited  tole- 
ration were  generally  adopted  by  the  nation,  and 
the  members  of  the  diet,  which  affembled  upon 
the  deceafe  of  Sigifmond  Auguflus,  being  of  dif- 
ferent perfuafions,  determined  on  a reciprocal  in- 
dulgence of  their  refpedlive  tenets*.  T o avoid  invi- 
dious diftinciions,  they  ft y led  themfelves  indifcri- 
minately  “ diffidents  in  religion,”  a phrafe  inti- 
mating, not,  according  to  our  notions,  feparatifts 
from  an  eflablifhed  church,  but  perfons  holding 
different  opinions  in  religious  matters.  It  was  at 
the  fame  time  enabled,  that  this  difference  of  re- 
ligious fentiments  iliould  create  no  difference  in 

o 

civil  rights ; and  accordingly  in  the  FaSta  Con- 
vent a formed  bv  the  diet,  a ciaufe  was  inferted  as 
part  of  the  coronation  oath  : “I  will  keep  peace 
among  the  diffidents  f . ” Henry,  who  objected  to 
this  univerfal  toleration,  withheld  his  confent,  till 
one  of  the  Poliffi  envoys  exclaimed,  “ Unlefsyou 

* We  need  not  be  furprized  at  this  general  fenfe  of  the  diet,  fo 
contrary  to  the  general  principles  of  the  catholics,  when  we  confi- 
der  that  the  catholic  nuntios  being  inferior  in  number  to  thofe  of 
the  other  perfuafions,  were  well  iatisfied  to  obtain  an  equality  with 
the  others.  The  proteftant  party  in  the  nation  -was  at  this  period 
fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  even  taken  into  confideration  to  ele£t  for  king 
a Polifh  nobleman,  who  had  embraced  the  reformed  religion. 
Yengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  II.  p.  555.  See  alfo  Lind’s  Letters  oil  the 
State  of  Poland,  p.  82. 
f Pac,  Con.  Aug.  III.  p.  1 
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confirm  this  article,  you  cannot  be  king  of  Po- 
land lie  accordingly  took  an  oath  to  obferve 
this  claufe,  before  he  was  permitted  to  afcend 
the  throne. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  Roman  catholics  hav- 
ing acquired  a confiderable  afcendency,  ventured 
to  apply  the  expreffion  of  diffidents  to  all  thofe 
who  dilfented  from  the  catholic  religion.  This 
ieftri6tion  was  attended  at  firft  with  no  encroach- 
ments on  the  privileges  of  the  other  fefts ; and 
the  term  diffidents  was  not  yet  regarded  in  ari 
obnoxious  light.  The  diffidents  indeed  ftillcon-^ 
tinned  in  fuch  unqueftioned  poffeffion  of  all 
rights  civil  and  religious,  that,  when  it  was 
agreed  by  both  catholics  and  proteftants  to  per- 
fecute  the  arians,  it  was  thought  previoufly  ne- 
ceffary  to  expel  them  from  the  body  of  diffidents. 
In  c o nfe q uence  of  this  exclufton,  the  arians,  in 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  were  firft  rendered 
incapable  of  being  elected  nuntios,  afterwards 
deprived  of  their  places  of  worth  ip,  and  finally 
banilhed 

This  perfecution,  inadvertently  affented  to  by 
the  proteftants  and  Greeks,  was  a prelude  to  that 
which  they  fuffered ; for,  as  the  catholic  party 
predominated,  the  term  diffidents,  at  firft  confined 


_*  Lenguicb,  Jus  Pub,  II,  567. 


to  perfons  profeffmg  the  proteftant  * and  Greek 
religions,  became  of  a lefs  inoflfenfive  import, 
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and  conveyed  an  idea  of  non-conformity.  The 
feftaries,  accordingly,  who  were  hill  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  appellation  of  dilhdents,  perceiv- 
ing: the  intention  of  the  catholics  to  undermine 
'their  privileges,  obtained  a declaration  that  they 
" Should  not  be  blended  with,  and  be  obnoxious 
to  the  penal  laws  enacted  againft  the  Arians. 
But  thefe  promifes  were  infenfibly  eluded  ; their 
privileges  were  gradually  diminifhed ; in  the 
courfe  of  a few  years  they  were  fubjedled  to  a 
variety  of  disqualifications,  and  at  length,  in 
1733,  formally  incapacitated  from  fitting  in  the 
diet'|\  A law  of  Ladiflaus  II.  againft  heretics, 
as  well  as  the  penalties  againft  the  Arians,  were 
revived,  and  occafionally  extended  to  the  diffi- 
dents. 

Thefe  continual  perfecutions  greatly  diminithed 
their  number,  and  rendered  their  remonftranccs 
ineffectual ; the  catholics,  who  took  the  lead  in 
the  diet,  even  declared  it  high  treafon  to  feek 
the  reftoration  of  their  immunities  by  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  foreign  powers,  in  direct  contradiction 

* Namely,  the  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts  ; all  other  proteftant 
lefts,  the  Memnonites,  anabaptifts,  and  quakers,  being  not  in- 
cluded among  the  diffidents:  and  the  perfecuting  laws  enafted 
againft  the  Arians  are  in  full  force  againft  them.Pac.  Con.  Aug.  Ill, 
p.  28,  29. 

f Lengnich,  Hill.  Pol.  p.  37 6, 
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fo  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  in  which  it  was  ftipulatecf, 
that  the  rights  of  the  diffidenls  fliouid  be  main*, 
tained  in  their  full  latitude 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  diflidents  at  the 
acceffion  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  who,  though 
ftrongly  inclined  to  toleration,  was  obliged  to 
concur  with  the  general  fenfe  of  the  diet,  and  con*- 
firm  the  laws  which  had  been  promulgated  againfl 
them.  The  diflidents  applied  to  the  courts  of 
London,  Peterfburg,  Berlin,  and  Copenhagen,  as 
the  mediating  powers  in  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  who 
warmly  fiipported  their  caufe,  and  prefented  me- 
morials to  the  diet,  demanding  a reftoration  of 
their  religious  eflablifhments,  and  of  all  the  pri- 
vileges lecured  to  them  by  that  treaty. 

The  diet  of  1766,  however,  was  not  of  a temper 
to  accede  to  thefe  propofds.  The  enemies  of  to- 
leration contended,  that  the  privileges  were  obfo- 
iete,  having  been  repeatedly  abolilhed  in  va- 
rious diets,  and  that  the  diffidents  had  no  well- 
founded  claim  either  to  the  reftitution  of  their  ci- 
vil immunities,  or  to  the  toleration  of  their  wor- 
fhip;  the  bithop  of  Cracow,  the  moil;  bigotted 
of  the  catholics,  even  propofed  a lav/  againfl 
their  catholic  abettors.  Violent  altercations 
arofe  in  the  affembly,  when  the  Pruffian  and  Ruf- 
fian memorials  were  read ; and  an  immediate  tu* 

* For  the  account  of  the  diffidents,  fee  Lengnicb,  Pac.  Con.  Aug. 
III.  16—30.  and  Jus  Publ.  fjpadim. 
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mult  being  apprehended,  the  king  retired  with- 
out proroguing  the  diet  as  ufual,  to  the  following 
clay.  The  primate  likewife  refufed  to  continue 
the  fitting,  and  the  members  feparated  in  great 
diforder.  On  the  fubfequent  day,  the  fpirit  of  in- 
tolerance was  in  no  degree  abated  ; the  moderate 
party  was  over-ruled,  and  the  acts  againft  the  diffi- 
dents  confirmed.  But  to  conciliate  the  mediating 
powers,  the  bench  of  bifhops,  by  command  of  the 
diet,  drew  up  nine  articles  in  favour  of  the  diffi- 
dents,  relative  to  the  free  exercife  of  their  worfhip* 
Thefe  conceffions  not  being  deemed  fufficiently 
favourable,  while  the  exceptionable  laws  were  un- 
repealed,  the  Emprefs  of  RulTia  remonftrated 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  and  the  cliffU 
dents  began  to  form  confederacies  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  were  joined  by  many 
clifcontented  catholics,  and  afftfted  by  a large 
body  of  Ruffian  troops,  who  entered  Thorn, 
where  the  firft  and  principal  confederacy  took  its 
rife.  All  the  mediating  powers,  Great  Britain, 
Denmark,  Pruftia,  and  Sweden,  teftified  their  ap- 
probation of  thefe  confederacies.  Thedifputes  foon 
embraced  other  objebts  beftde  religion ; political 
giievances  were  brought  forward,  and  feveral 
confederacies  ffiarted  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  among  the  catholic  nobles,  who  affected 
to  be  advocates  for  toleration,  and  declared  their 
intentions  of  fupportingthe  caufe  of  the  diffi  dents. 

Prince 
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Prince  Radzivil,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in 
oppofing  the  king’s  election,  was  appointed  mar- 
fhal  to  all  the  catholic  confederacies,  united  in 
one  formidable  aifociation  under  the  appellation 
of  malcontents.  The  coalition  of  this  catholic 
confederacy,  with  that  of  the  diffidents,  foon  af- 
terwards took  place  in  the  palace  of  prince  Racl- 
sivil  at  Warfaw.  Meanwhile  the  king  convoked 
an  extraordinary  diet,  as  the  only  probable  means 
to  prevent  a civil  war,  and  appeafe  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  whofe  troops  had  advanced  within  a fmall 
iliftance  of  Warfaw,  The  diet,  fummoned  for  the 
purpofe  of  reconciling  the  oppofite  parties,  failed 
in  producing  the  intended  effedl ; the  bifhop  of 
Cracow  and  his  partifans  having  bitterly  in- 
veighed againft  the  pretenfions  of  the  diffidents, 
and  the  interference  of  foreign  powers,  was,  with 
the  bifhop  of  Kiof  and  a few  others,  the  molt  vi- 
olent of  their  party,  arrefted  in  the  night  by  a 
corps  of  Ruffian  troops,  and  fent,  without  trial,  to 
Ruffia,  where  they  experienced  a rigorous  impri-* 
fonment 

The 

'*  The  bifhop  of  Cracow  and  his  aftociates  were  arrefted  on  the 
15th  of  October,  17675  they  were  detained  in  prifon  above  five  yeais^ 
not  being  releafed  before  the  beginning  of  1773.  They  were  firft 
confined  at  Smolenfko,  and  afterwards  at  Kaluga.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  certain  manufcript  letters  in  my  poffeftion  give  feme  ac- 
count of  their  imprifonment,  and  of  the  bifhop’s  return : 

“ At  firft  their  confinement  was  very  rigorous,  and  particular^ 
in  their  journey  to  Smolenfko  5 for  although  they  were  conduced  at 
the  fame  time,  and  imprifoned  at  the  fame  place,  yet  they  were 

never 


C.fc 


H I 5 T O E Y. 


SI 

The  diet,  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  the  lead- 
ing members,  and  being  no  longer  inflamed  by 

their 

never  permitted  to  fee  each  other  during  the  firft  fix  months.  Af- 
terwards they  were  rigoroufly  treated.  They  were  removed  from 
SmoLenfko,  on  fufpicion  of  a correfpondence  between  the  bifhop  of 
Cracow  and  his  partifans  in  Lithuania  ; and,  although  this  fufpicion 
was  not  founded,  yet  it  occafioned  the  refolution  adopted  by  the 
court  of  Peterfburg  to  tranfport  them  to  Kaluga,” 

“ Warfaw,  15  February,  1773.  The  bifhop  of  Cracow  is  already- 
arrived  : he  had  difpatched  an  exprefs  from  Minfk  to  the  Great 
Chancellor  of  the  Crown  to  announce  his  return  on  the  14th.  The 
exprefs  came  on  Thurfday  afternoon,  and  was  followed  by  another 
the  next  day  with  the  news,  that  the  bifhop  himfelf  was  on  Iris 
route;  and  he  arrived  at  five  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  fuburbs  of 
Praga,  being  met  by  the  Pope’s  nuntio,  together  with  the  bifhops  of 
Cujavia  and  Pofnania,  he  quitted  his  own  carriage  and  entered  that 
of  the  bifhop  of  Pofnania,  into  whofe  palace  he  alighted  at  Warfaw. 
He  was  accompanied  by  perfons  of  the  firft  diftin&ion,  and  followed 
by  a crowd  of  people,  huzzaing  as  he  paffed  the  ftreets ; fome  out 
of  affeaion,  others  from  imitation,  or  excited  by  fecret  emiffaries. 
The  doors  of  the  palace  being  open  to  all  who  chofe  to  enter,  the 
apartments  were  immediately  filled  with  perfons  of  all  ranks,  bifhop^ 
fenalors,  miniflers  and  officers  of  ftate,  nobles,  priefts,  citizens,  tZ 
gether  with  the  lowed:  of  the  populace,  and  even  beggars,all  huddled 
together  pell-mell,  eager  to  behold,  hear,  and  applaud  the  bi- 
ihop,  who  had  fo  unexpectedly  made  his  appearance.  He  fpoke  for 
a confidence  time,  and  related  the  hiftory  of  his  imprifbnment, 
which  he  allured  them  had  not  made  any  alteration  in  his  fentiments 
of  religion  and  liberty.  £ I have  been  twice,’  he  added,  arreffed  by 
the  Ruffians,  tlie  firft  time  with  the  primate  Potofki,  the  fecond  at 

my  kte  confinement,  and  perhaps  I may  yet  be  cafe  into  prifon  * 
third  timed 

" He  propofes  to  retire  in  a fhort  time  to  his  diocefe,  and  it  is 
reported  that  he  intends  to  forbid  the  priefts  from  wearing  wigs  and 
ruffles  he  himfelf  wears  neither.  His  hair  is  grown  grey  fince  hi, 
confinement,  and  he  looks  confiderably  older;  he  covers  his  head 
wfth  a red  cap  which  he  made  himfelf. 
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their  eloquence,  appointed,  though  not  without 
tumult,  a grand  committee  to  acljuft,  in  conjunc- 
tion 

<c  Yefterday  he  had  an  audience  of  the  king,  which  continued  an 
hour.  Ke  addreffed  his  majefty  with  great  decency  and  refpedt  j 
and,  among  other  things,  begged  pardon,  if,  before  his  arreft,  he  had 
expreffed  himfelf  either  in  a manner  or  in  terms  which  were  dif- 
pleaflng,  a ffu  ring  him  at  the  fame  time  of  his  attachment,  fidelity,' 
and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  king,  and  the  good  of  his  country. 
After  the  audience,  he  attended  mafs,  and  prefented  his  majefty 
witli  the  New  Teftament,  acquitting  himieif  of  that  ceremony  with 
propriety  and  decorum. 

The  bifliop  of  Kiof,  having  feparated  from  the  biftiop  of  Cra- 
cow on  the  other  fide  of  Mimic,  will  not  be  here  for  fome  time. 
The  palatine  of  Cracow  and  his  fon  continue  between  Smolenfko 
and  Kaluga,  the  place  of  their  confinement,  in  order  to  attend  upon 
Colonel  Bachmatou,  their  condudtor,  who  was  taken  ill  upon  their 
journey.  The  palatine,  willing  to  repay  with  gratitude  and  huma- 
nity the  attention  which  he  received  from  the  colonel  during  his 
confinement,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  him  in  his  illnefs  ; 
and  as  he  has  fome  knowledge  of  phyfic,  he  is  in  hopes  of  completing 
his  cure.” 

The  bifhop  of  Cracow,  who  owed  his  releafe  from  confinement 
principally  to  the  interceflion  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffador,  a<ffi ed  with 
great  indifcretion  on  hisreturfi.  He  was  considered  as  a martyr  to  the 
caufe  of  religion  and  liberty  ; and,  on  approaching  Warfaw,  was  met 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Viftula  by  feveral  ladies  of  diitin&ion,  who 
kiffed  his  robe. 

On  his  arrival  he  inftantly  waited  on  the  Ruffian  ambaffador,  by 
whom  he  was  received  politely,  but  coldly.  He  expreffed  his  gra- 
titude for  his  enlargement,  declared  his  con  vision  that  Ruffia 
was  the  only  power  inclined  and  able  to  relieve  Poland,  and  offered 
his  fervices  to  aflift  that  party  at  the  enfuing  diet.  Count  Stackel- 
berg  replied,  ‘ I thank  you  for  your  offer,  though  the  Emprefs  has 
no  need  of  your  influence  ; you  may  retire  to  your  diocefe,  if  you 
chufe  to  remain  tranquil,  but  if  you  really  intend  to  aft  as  a friend 
to  Ruffia,  your  fervices  will  be  gladly  accepted:  at  the  fame  time,5 
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tion  with  the  mediating  powers,  the  affairs  of  the 
diffideiits,  and  then  broke  up.  This  committee 
expreffed  the  mod:  favourable  difpofition  towards 
the  diffidents,  and  propofed  to  repeal  all  the  lawrs 
enabled  againft  them,  and  reftore  their  ancient 
privileges.  Their  refolutions  being  laid  before  the 

added  he,  e if  you  deceive  me,  you  will  draw  on  yourfelf  greater 
misfortunes  than  you  have  already  differed.’  The  bifhop  reiterated 
his  profeffions  of  fincerity,  and  lived  with  the  embaffador  upon  terms 
of  extreme  familiarity. 

The  bifhop  gave  the  embaffador  a fplendid  entertainment,  and 
while  they  were  playing  at  cards  four  couriers  brought  difpatches 
from  feveral  provinces  in  Poland,  containing  manifeftos  of  the  bi- 
fhop, ftiling  himfelf  a martyr  to  religion  and  liberty,  and  exhorting 
the  people  not  to  chufe  nuntios  for  a diet,  which  was  to  meet  only 
to  divide  the  kingdom.  Soon  afterwards  the  bifhop  retired  to  his 
chapel,  and  performed  his  devotions  with  great  oftentation.  Coming 
out  with  the  pfalter  in  his  hands,  the  embaffador  addreffed  him,  ‘ My 
Lord,  you  play  charmingly  on  the  flute,  and  have  a thoufand  accom- 
plifhments ; I hav£  ho  doubt  but  you  dance  a Polonoife  uncom- 
monly well.’  Giving  a fign  to  the  orcheftra,  the  muficians  played* 
and  the  bifhop  taking  out  one  of  the  pages,  led  up  the  dance* 
During  the  exhibition,  the  embaffador  addreffmg  feveral  old 
ladies  who  admired  the  bifhop,  exclaimed,  4 Behold  your  mar- 
tyr.' At  the  conclufion  of  the  dance,  Stackelberg  took  the  bifhop 
afide,  and  faid,  ‘You  play  well  on  the  flute,  and  dance  equally 
well  a Polonoife  5 but  you  iffue  bad  manifeftos : here  are  the  copies  ; 
you  have  broken  your  word ;’  and  then  abruptly  turned  away, 
while  the  bjfhop  was  aukwardly  Hammering  excufes.  The  next 
morning  the  bifhop  having  fuddenly  quitted  Warfaw,  the  embaf- 
fador eaufed  a paragraph  to  be  inferted  in  the  gazette,  announcing 
that  the  bifhop  of  Cracow  was  infane,  played  upon  a flute,  danced 
a Polonoife  with  his  page,  and  had  fuddenly  difappeared.  The 
bifhop  went  to  Cracow,  and  after  ineffectually  endeavouring  to 
efcape  into  Galicia,  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  palace,  and  was  foon 
declared  infane  by  the  permanent  council,  which  was  called  by 
Stackelberg,  giving  him  a Brevet  de  folk, 
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extraordinary  diet,  which  was  convened  in  the 
beginning  of  1768,  were  ratified  almoft  without 
opposition.  This  unanimous  acquiefcence  of  the 
diet  in  regulations,  totally  repugnant  to  the  fen* 
timents  of  the  majority,  can  only  he  attributed  to 
the  dread  of  the  Ruffian  troops  quartered  in  War* 
faw,  and  the  influence  of  bribes  judicioufly  dif* 
tributed  by  the  Ruffian  minifies  The  fame  caufes 
rendered  the  diet  equally  compliant  in  other  par* 
ticulars,  and  occafioned  the  eflablifhment  of  fe* 
veral * civil  regulations,  tending  to  perpetuate  the 
defers  of  the  conftitution. 

The  nation  feemed  at  this  juncture  to  adopt 
the  fubmiffive  fpirit  of  the  diet,  and  received  the 
new  edicts  with  every  fymptom  of  cordiality.  Po* 
land  appeared  to  enjoy  for  a moment  an  uni 
verfal  tranquillity  ; but  it  was  that  fallen  calm 
which  precedes  a tempeft,  and  announces  the  ap* 
proach  of  violent  commotions. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  the  king,  w ithout  in* 
fiuence,  and  confequently  without  authority,  wat 
one  moment  hurried  down  the  popular  current, 
and  the  next  forced  by  the  mediating  powers  to 

« Thefe  regulations,  which  refpeft:  chiefly  the  eftablifhment  ilk- 
perpetuity  of  the  eie&ive  monarchy,  of  the  Liberum  Veto,  and  of. 
unanimity  in  all  matters  of  ftate,  arc  ail  detailed  in  the  articles  of 
the  diet  of  1768,  publifhed  at  Warfaw  t the  principal  claufes  are- 
tae  fame  as  are  mentioned  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  this  book  relative 
to  the  changes  made  in  the  conftitution  in  177 5-  The  reader  will 
fold  them  amply  detailed,  and  accompanied  with  judicious  remarks* 
ia  Lind’s  Prelect  State  of  Poland,  Letter  III* 
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accede  to  all  the  conditions  which  they  laid  before 
him  ; an  humiliating  fituation  for  a prince  of 
fpirit  and  magnanimity.  But  more  grievous  fcenes 
yet  awaited  the  unfortunate  monarch : he  was 
doomed  to  behold  his  country  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  moft  dreadful  of  all  calamities,  a religious  war; 
to  be  indebted  for  his  very  fubfiflence  to  the  vo- 
luntary contributions  of  his  friends ; to  be  almoft 
a ltate  prifoner  in  his  own  capital ; to  be  nearly 
affaffinated ; to  fee  his  faireft  provinces  w refled 
from  him,  and,  finally,  to  depend,  for  his  own 
fecurity  and  that  of  his  fubjedls,  upon  the  pro* 
te6lion  of  thofe  very  powers,  who  had  difmem* 
bered  his  empire. 

The  Polifh  malcontents  could  allege  plaufible 
caufes  of  diffatisfa6lion.  The  laws  palled  at  the 
laid  diet  bore  a greater  refemblance  to  the  abfo- 
lute  mandates  of  a Ruffian  viceroy,  than  to  the 
refolutions  of  a free  affembly.  The  outrage  com* 
mitted  upon  the  bidiop  of  Cracow  and  his  adhe* 
rents  annihilated  liberty  of  debate;  while  the  au* 
thoritative  manner,  in  which  the  mediating  powers 
of  Berlin  and  Peterfburgh  interfered  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Poland,  threatened  a more  grievous  fub* 
jeftion.  Thefe  fpecious  grounds  of  difgufl,  joined 
to  a fpirit  of  difcontent  which  had  gone  forth 
throughout  the  nation  againft  the  king,  oeca* 
boned  the  inteftine  commotions  that  foon  reduced 
Poland  to  a dreadful  Rate  of  defolatiom 
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The  diet  was  not  long*  diffolved,  before  the  in-* 
dulgences  granted  to  the  diffidents  excited  gene- 
ral diffatisfahlion  among  the  Roman  catholics.. 
Several  confederacies  near  the  frontiers  of  the 
Turkifh  empire  were  formed  in  defence  of  the  fa- 
cred  catholic  faith.  With  a view  to  inflame  the 
zeal  of  the  populace,  they  carried  ftandards  em- 
blazoned with  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
infant  Jefus ; others  with  the  Spread  Eagle  of  Po- 
land, and  the  mottos  “ Conqueft  or  Death,”  “ For 
religion  and  liberty  #,”  Some  banners  bore  as  a 
•device  a red  crofs,  under  which  was  infcribed 
tc  The  fyrnbol  of  victory and  the  private  fol- 
tilers,  like  th  e crufaders  of  old,  wore  a crofs  inter- 
woven in  their  clothes.  A party  of  thele  infur- 
gents  leifed  upon  the  fortrefs  of  Bar  in  Podolias, 
another  obtained  poffeffion  of  Cracow ; and  the 
royal  troops  were  either  routed  or  induced  to  join 
them.  In  this  crifis  of  affairs,  the  fenate  petitioned 
the  Ruffian  ambaffadornot  to  withdraw  the  troops* 
as  they  afforded  the  only  fecurity  againft  the 
confederates.  The  requeft  was  readily  complied 
with,  and  Poland  became  a fcene  of  oloodllied 
and  devaluation.  In  the  various  conflicts  between 
the  two  parties,  the  fuperiority  of  Ruffian  difci- 
pline  generally  prevailed.  The  confederates,  how* 
ever,  fecretly  encouraged  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
affifted  by  the  Turks,  and  fupplied  with  money 


• Ant  vinccre  aut  mort— Pro  religione  et  libertate. 


and 


/ 


/ 


Co 

t rfrff 


H X S T O R T.» 


37 


\ 


and  officers  by  the  French,  protrafted  hoftilities 
from  the  diffolution  of  the  diet  in  1768,  to  the 
divifion  of  Poland  iji  1772.  To  enter  into  a detail 
of  military  operations,  falls  not  within  the  defign 
of  this  work.  From  the  various  a6ls  of  cruelty 
and  revenge  which  difgrace  this  part  of  the  Po- 
Jifh  hiftory,  I ffiall  feleht  only  one  event  too  re- 
markable to  be  omitted ; the  attempt  made  by  the 
confederates  to  affaffinate  the  king. 
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CHAP.  3. 

Attempt  to  aflaftinate  the  king  of  Poland.— He  is  attacked  by  the 
confpirators  in  the  ftreets  of  Warfaw,  wounded,  and  carried  off. 
—His  adventures  and  miraculous  efcape.— Return.— Account 
and  fate  of  the  principal  confpirators. 

TN# the  midit  of  fhefe  turbulent  and  difaftrous 
^ fcenes,  the  confederates  (who  confidered  the 
king  as  unlawfully  ele61ed)  executed  one  of  the 
moft  daring  enterprizes  of  which  modern  hiftory 
makes  mention  ; I mean  the  attempt  to  affaffinate 
the  king. 

A Poliih  nobleman  named  Pulalki,  general  in 
the  confederate  army,  planned  the  atrocious  en- 
terprife  : he  hired  three  chiefs,  named  Lukawfki, 
Strawenlki,  and  Kofmfki,  who  folemnly  fwore  in 
his  prefence  at  Czetfchokow,  either  to  deliver  the 
king  alive  into  his  hands,  or  if  that  was  im- 
poffible,  to  put  him  to  death  ; and  to  effe<5t  their 
purpofe,  they  chofe  thirty-feven  coadjutors. 

On  the  2 cl  of  November  they  obtained  admif- 
lion  into  Warfaw,  by  difguifing  themfelves  as  pea- 


• The  circumftantial  account  of  this  fingular  occurrence,  was 
principally  communicated  by  my  ingenious  friend  Nathaniel  Wrax- 
all,  Efq.  whofe  name  is  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  and  who, 
during  his  relidence  at  Warfaw,  obtained  the  moft  authentic  infor- 
mation upon  this  interefting  tranfadticn,  I have  interwoven  fome 
anecdotes  procured  from  other  fources. 
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THE  KING  OF  POLAND. 


Hints,  and  concealing  their  (addles,  arms,  and 
clothes,  under  loads  of  hay,  which  they  brought 
in  waggons  as  if  for  fale,  On  Sunday  evening, 
the  3d  of  November,  177  ft  feme  of  the  configu- 
rators remained  in  the  fkirts  of  the  city,  and  the 
moft  daring  repaired  in  the  dude  of  the  evening, 
to  the  ftreet  of  the  capuchins,  where  the  king  was 
expected  to  pafs. 

Between  nine  and  ten,  the  king  returned  from 
his  uncle,  Prince  Czartorifkis  m and  on,  to  the  pa- 
lace, accompanied  by  his  aid-de-camp,  in  the  car- 
riage, and  fifteen  attendants.  About  two  hundred 
paces  from  the  manfion,  the  confpi rators  com- 
manded the  coachman  to  flop,  and  fired  feveral 
Ihots  into  the  carriage,  one  of  whichpaffed  through 
the  body  of  a fieyduc,  who  endeavoured  to 
defend  his  mailer,  Aim  oft  all  the  other  attendants, 
even  the  aid-de-camp,  fled,  and  the  king  opened 
the  door  of  the  carriage  to  effedt  his  efeape,  un- 
der cover  of  the  night,  which  was  extremely 
dark.  He  had  alighted,  when  the  Mfaftms  fieized 
him  by  the  hair,  exclaiming  with  horrible  execra- 
tions, “ We  have  thee  now  ; thy  hour  is  come  ’* 
One  of  them  difeharged  a piftol  at  him  fo  very 
near,  that  he  felt  the  heat  of  the  flafh  ; while  ano- 
ther cut  him  acrofs  the  head  with  his  fabre,  which 
penetrated  to  the  bone ; then  laying  hold  of  his 
collar,  and  mounting  on  horfeback,  they  drag- 
ged him  along  the  ground  between  their  horles 
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at  full  gallop  near  five  hundred  paces  through  the 
ftreets  of  Warfaw  #. 

All  was  confufion  and  diforder  at  the  palace, 
where  the  attendants  fpread  the  alarm.  The  foot- 
guards  ran  to  the  fpot  from  where  the  king  was 
feized,  but  found  only  his  hat  bloody,  and  his  bag, 
This  increafed  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life.  The 
whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  and  the  affaffins  avail*? 
ed  themfelves  of  the  general  confufion,  to  bear 
away  their  prize.  Finding,  however,  that  he  was 
incapable  of  following  them  on  foot,  and  had  al- 
xnoft  loft  his  refpiration  from  the  violence  with 
which  they  dragged  him,  they  placed  him  on 
horfeback  and  redoubled  their  fpeed.  When  they 
came  to  the  ditch  which  furrounds  Warfaw,  they 
ordered  him  to  leap  his  liorfe  over.  In  the  attempt 
the  horfe  fell  twice,  and  at  the  fecond  fall  broke  it$ 
leg.  They  then  mounted  the  king  upon  another. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  ditch  the  confpirators 

* It  is  aftonifffng,  that  of  the  number  of  balls  which  palled 
through  the  carriage,  not  one  wounded  the  king.  Several  went 
through  his  pelijje , or  fur  great-coat.  It  is  no  lefs  wonderful,  that 
the  affaffins  after  feizing  the  king,  ffiould  carry  him  through  fuch  a 
number  of  ftreets  without  being  ftopped.  A Ruffian  centinel  did 
challenge  them  j but,  as  they  anfwered  in  Ruffian,  he  allowed  them 
to  pafs,  imagining  them  to  be  a patrole  of  his  nation.  This  happened 
at  fome  diilance  from  the  place  where  they  had  carried  off  the  king. 
The  night  was  befides  exceedingly  dark,  and  Warfaw  has  no  lamps. 
All  thefe  circumftances  contribute  to  account  for  this  extraordinary 
^vent, 
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bewail  to  rifle  the  king,  tearing  off  the  order  # of 
the  black  eagle  of  Pruffia,  which  he  wore  round 
his  neck,  and  the  diamond  crofs  hanging  to  it. 
pie  requefted  them  to  leave  his  handkerchief,  to 
which  they  confented : his  tablets  efcapcd  their  ra- 
pacity. Several  of  the  confpirators  retiring,  pro-* 
bably  with  an  intent  to  inform  their  refpeblive 
leaders  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife,  only  fe- 
ven  remained,  of  whom  Kofmfki  was  the  chief. 
The  night  was  exceedingly  dark  ; they  were  ig- 
norant of  the  way,  and  as,  from  the  flipperinefs  of 
the  ground,  the  horfes  were  continually  flounder- 
ing, they  compelled  the  king  to  follow  them  on 
foot,  with  only  one  flioe,  the  other  being  loft  in 
the  dirt.  After  patting  the  ditch  they  repeatedly 
demanded  of  Kofmfki,  if  it  was  not  yet  time  to 
put  the  king  to  death  ; and  thefc  demands  were 
reiterated  in  proportion  to  the  obftacles  which 
they  encountered, 

They  continued  to  wander  through  the  open 
meadows,  without  following  any  certain  path, 
until,  apprehenfive  of  being  overtaken,  they  again 
mounted  the  king  on  horfeback  : one  led  bis 
horfe  by  the  bridle,  and  two  holding  him  on  each 
fide  by  the  hand,  pulled  his  head  down  on  the 
horfc’s  neck. 

* Lukawfki  tore  off  the  ribbon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  Frede- 
rick the  Second  had  conferred  on  the  king  when  he  was  Count 
Poi  iatowlki.  One  of  his  motives  for  doing  this  was,  by  (hewing 
fhe  order  of  the  Black  Eagle  to  Pulafki  and  the  confederates,  to 
prove  to  them  that  the  king  was  their  prifon^r. 
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In  this  manner  they  proceeded  towards  the 
village  of  Burakov/,  which  the  king  warned  them 
not  to  enter  *,  becaufe  fome  Ruffians  were  Ra- 
tioned in  the  place.  Finding  himfelf,  however,  in- 
capable of  fupporting  the  painful  pofture  in  which 
they  held  him,  and  fuffering  extreme  agony  from 
the  effedl  of  the  cold  air  on  his  wounds,  he  fup- 
plicated  for  another  horfe,  a cap,  and  a boot 
This  requefl  being  complied  with,  they  continued 
their progrefs  through  almoft  impaffable  lands,  and 
at  length  found  themfelves  in  the  wood  of  Bielany, 
only  a league  diftant  from  Warfaw,  where  they 
were  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a Ruffian  patroie.  Con- 
fulting  with  each  other,  four  inftantlv  difappeared, 
and  the  three  remaining  confpirators  compelled 
the  king  to  difmount  and  walk.  In  a quarter  of 
an  hour,  afecond  Ruffian  guard  challenging  them, 
two  of  the  affiaffins  fled,  and  Kofmfki  alone  re- 
mained. Exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  overcome 
with  pain,  the  king  implored  his  conductor  to  gra- 
tify 

* This  intimation,  which  the  king  gave  to  his  aflaffin*,  may  at 
fir  ft  fight  appear  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  ; but  was  really 
dictated  by  great  addrefs  and  judgment.  He  apprehended,  with 
reafon,  that,  on  the  fight  of  a Ruffian  guard,  they  would  inftantly 
put  him  to  death  with  their  fibres,  and  fly;  whereas  by  informing 
them  of  the  danger  they  incurred,  he  in  fome  meafure  gained  their 
confidence:  in  effe£l,  this  behaviour  Teemed  to  foften  them,  and 
made  them  believe  he  did  not  mean  to  efcape. 

d The  king  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  trial  of  the  confpira- 
tors, interceded  ftrongly  for  Kofinlki,  or  John  Kutfma,  to  whom  he 
3 gratefully 
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tifv  him  with  a moment’s  repofe ; but  Kofmfki  re- 
futed, menaced  him  with  his  fabre,  and  faid,  that 
beyond  the  wood  they  fhould  find  a carriage.  On 
reaching  the  gate  of  the  convent  of  Rielany,  the 
king  obferving  Kofmfki  loft  in  thought,  and  ex- 
tremely agitated,  faid,  “I  fee  you  are  at  a lofs 
which  way  to  proceed.  Let  me  enter  the  convent 
of  Bielany,  and  clo  you  provide  for  your  own  fafe- 
ty.”  “No,”  replied  Kofmfki,  “I  have  fworn.” 

They  proceeded  in  filence  to  Mariemont,  a 
fmall  palace  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Saxony, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Warfaw ; here  Kofinfki  exploited 
fatisfaftion  at  recognifing  the  place,  and  the  king 
fiill  demanding  a moment’s  repofe,  he  at  length 
contented.  They  fat  down  on  the  ground,  and  the 
king  endeavoured  to  foften  his  conductor,  and 
induce  him  to  favour  or  permit  his  efcape.  He 
reprefented  the  atrocity  of  attempting  to  murder 
his  fovereign,  and  the  invalidity  of  an  oath  for 
the  perpetration  of  fo  heinous  a deed.  Kofinfki 

\ V • , 

4 

gratefully  expreftes  himfelf  indebted  for  tliefe  favours  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

‘c  As  I was  in  the  hand#  of  the  afiaffins,  I heard  them  repeatedly 
alk  John  Kutfma,  if  they  fhould  not  affaffinate  me,  but  he  always  pre- 
vented them.  He  was  the  fir  ft  who  perfuaded  them  to  behave  to 
me  with  greater  gentlenefs,  and  obliged  them  to  confer  upon  me 
fome  fervices  which  I then  greatly  wanted ; namely,  one  to  give  me 
a cap,  and  a fecond  a boot,  which  at  that  time  were  no  trifling  pre- 
fents : for  the  cold  air  greatly  affedted  the  wound  in  my  head  ; and 
smy  foot,  which  was  covered  with  blood,  gave  me  inexpreftible  tor- 
ture, which  continued  every  moment  increafing.” 
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lent  attention  to  this  difcourfe,  and  betrayed 
figns of  remorfe.  “ But”,  he  faid  “if  I fhould  recon- 
duct you  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
I ihall  be  taken  and  executed.”  “I  give  you  my 
word,”  anfwered  his  majefty,  “that  you  Ihall  fuf- 

fer  no  harm ; but  if  you  doubt  my  promife,  efcape 

/ 

while  there  is  yet  time,  I can  find  my  way  to 
fome  place  of  fecurity,  and  I will  direct  your  pur- 
fuers  to  take  the  contrary  road  to  that  which 
you  have  chofen.”  Kofmfki,  affected  with  this 
inftance  of  generofity,  threw  himfelf  at  the  king’s 
feet,  implored  forgivenefs,  and  fwore  to  protect 
him  againft  every  enemy.  His  majefty  reiterated 
his  affurance  of  fafety.  Deeming  it,  however^ 
prudent  to  gain  fome  afylum,  without  delay,  he 
directed  his  courfe  to  a neighbouring  mill ; Kofin- 
fki  knocked,  but  no  anfwer  being  given,  he  broke 
a pane  of  glafs  in  the  window,  and  requefted  fheb* 
ter  for  a nobleman  plundered  by  robbers.  The  mil- 
ler fuppofing  them  to  be  banditti,  refufed,  and 
continued  more  than  half  an  hour  to  perfiffc  in  his 
denial  At  length  the  king  himfelf  approached, 
and  fpeaking  through  the  broken  pane,  obferved, 
“ if  we  were  j obbers  as  you  fuppofc,  we  could  eafily 
break  the  whole  window,  and  force  our  entrance.” 
This  argument  prevailed,  the  door  was  opened, 
and  the  king  being  admitted,  tore  a leaf  from  his 
pocket  book,  and  wrote  a note  to  general  Coccei, 
colonel  of  the  foot  guards,  “ Par  une  efpece  de 
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miracle  je  IVlis  fauv6  des  mains  des  aflaffins.  J e fnis 
ici  au  petit  moulin  de  Mariemont.  Venez  an  pin- 
tot  me  tiref  d'ici.  Je  fuis  blefle  mais  pas  fort*.” 
With  great  difficulty  the  king  perfuaded  one  of 
the  miller’s  fervants  to  carry  this  note  to  Warfaw, 
as  they,  believing  the  account  of  his  being  plun- 
dered by  robbers,  were  afraid  of  meeting  the 
troop. 

Meanwhile  the  confufion  and  confirmation  in- 
created  at  Warfaw.  The  guards  were  afraid  to 
purfue  the  confpirators,  left  terror  of  being  over- 
taken fhoukl  prompt  them  to  maffacre  the  king ; 
but  feveral  of  the  firft  nobiiitv  at  length  mounted 
on  liorfeback,  and  following  the  track  of  the  aft 
faffins,  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  king  palled 
the  ditch.  There  they  found  his  pdijfe  bloody, 
and  pierced  with  holes,  made  by  the  balls  or  fa- 
bres.  This  fight  convinced  them  that  he  was  no 
more. 

When  the  melfenger  arrived  with  the  note,  the 
aftonilhment  and  joy  were  incredible.  Coccei  in- 
ftantly  rode  to  the  mill,  followed  by  a detachment 
of  the  guards,  and  being  admitted  by  Kofinlki, 
who  watched  at  the  door,  with  his  drawn  fab  re, 
found  the  king  afieep  on  the  ground,  covered 
with  the  miller’s  cloak.  Coccei  threw  himfelf  at 

♦ “ By  a kind  of  miracle  I am  efCaped  from  the  hands  of  affaliins. 
.1  am  now  at  the  mill  of  Mariemont.  Come  as  foon  as  poffible,  and 
teke  me  from  hence.  I am  wounded,  but  not  dangeroufly.” 
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the  king’s  feet,  calling  him  his  fovereign,  and 
killing  his  hand.  It  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe  the 
aftonifliment  of  the  miller  and  his  family,  who 
imitated  Coccei’s  example,  by  precipitating  them- 
felves  on  tlieir  knees. 

On  awaking  from  his  {lumber  Staniilaus  haf- 
tily  inquired  whether  any  of  his  attendants  had 
fuffered  from  the  affafiins.  Being  informed 
that  a heyduc  was  killed,  and  another  wounded, 
his  mind,  naturally  feeling,  now  rendered  more 
fufceptible  by  his  late  danger,  was  greatly  affedt* 
ed ; and  his  joy  at  his  own  efcape  confiderably 
di  mini  died. 

The  king  returned  to  Warfaw  in  general  Coc- 
cei’s carriage,  and  reached  the  palace  at  five  in 
the  morning.  The  ftreets  were  illuminated  with 
torches,  and  crowded  by  an  immenfe  eoncourfe 
of  people,  who  followed  him,  crying  out  incef- 
fantly  “ The  king  is  alive.”  On  entering  the  pa- 
lace, the  doors  were  thrown  open,  and  perfons  of 
all  ranks  admitted  to  felicitate  their  fovereign  on 
his  wonderful  efcape.  The  fcene  was  affedting 

beyond  description ; every  one  ftruggled  to  kifs 

' * 

his  hand,  or  even  to  touch  his  clothes ; all  were 
fo  tranfported  with  joy,  that  they  loaded  Kofin- 
fki  with  cardies,  and  called  him  the  faviour  of 
their  king.  Staniilaus,  deeply  affedtcd  with  thefe 
marks  of  zeal  and  loy  alty,  expreffed  in  the  moil 
feeling  manner  his  fcnfe  of  their  attachment,  and 

declared 
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declared  it  the  happieft  hour  of  his  life.  In  this 
moment  of  rapture  he  forgot  his  dangers  and  fuf- 
ferhms,  and  as  all  were  eager  to  learn  the  cirCum- 
fiances  of  his  efcape,  would  not  fufferhis  wounds 
to  be  dreffed,  until  he  had  fatisfied  their  impa- 
tience. 

During  the  recital-,  a perfon  unacquainted  with 
the  language  might  have  difcovered  the  various 
events  of  the  (lory  from  the  changes  of  expref- 
fion  in  the  countenances  of  the  by  (landers,  which 
difplayed  the  mod  fudden  alterations  from  terror 
to  companion,  from  companion  to  aftoniihment, 
and  from  aftoniihment  to  rapture ; while  the  uni- 
verfal  (ilence  was  only  broken  by  fighs  and  tears 
of  joy. 

Having  finilhed  the  account,  the  king  again 
repeated  his  aifurances  of  gratitude  and  affection 
for  thefe  unfeigned  proofs  of  loyalty,  adding* 
“ I hope  that  I am  preferred  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence, to  purfue  with  additional  zeal  the  good  of 
my  country,  which  has  ever  been  the  great  object 
of  my  attention.” 

Being  now  left  alone,  the  furgeons  examined 
the  wound  in  his  head.  On  cutting  away  the 
fkin,  it  appeared  that  the  bone  was  hurt,  but  not 
dangeroufly.  From  the  quantity  of  clotted  blood, 
the  operation  of  dreffing  was  extremely  painful, 
and  was  borne  by  the  king  with  great  magna- 
nimity. The  furgeons  propofed  to  bleed  him  in 
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the  foot,  but  laid  afide  this  intention,  finding 
both  his  feet  confiderably  fwollen,  and  covered 
with  biifters  and  bruifes. 

The  miller  was  rewarded  with  a penfion,  and  a 
mill  on  the  Viftnla, 

The  family  of  the  heyduc,  who  faved  the 
king’s  life  bv  the  iofs  of  his  own,  was  amply 
provided  for  ; his  body  was  buried  with  great 
pomp  ; and  Stanillaus  eredled  a handfome  monit* 
ment  to  his  memory;  with  an  elegant  infcription 
expreffive  of  the  man’s  fidelity  and  of  his  own 
gratitude.  The  monument  is  a pyramid  handing 
upon  a farcophagus,  with  a Latin  * and  Polifii 
infcription. 

Kofinfki,  whofe  real  name  was  John  Kutfma, 
was  bora  in  the  palatinate  of  Cracow,  of  mean  pa- 
rents. He  affumed  the  name  of  Kofinfki,  which  is 
that  of  a noble  family,  and  wras  created  an  officer 
in  the  troops  of  the  confederates  under  PulafkL 

* “ Hie  jacet  Georgius  Henricus  Butzau,  qui  regem  Staniflaum 
Augultum,  nefariis  parricidarum  telis  impetitum,  die  m Nov.  1771, 
proprii  peftoris  clypeo  defenders,  geminatis  idtibus  confoffus,  glo- 
riose  occubuit.  Fidelis  fubditi  necem  lugens,  Rex  pofuit  hocce 
monumentum  illius  in  laudem,  aliis  exemplo.” 

(i  Here  lies  George  Henry  Butzau,  who,  on  the  3d  of  November* 
1771,  oppolinghis  own  breaft  to  Ihield  Staniflaus  Auguftus  from 
the  weapons  of  nefarious  parricides,  was  pierced  with  repeated 
wounds,  and  glorioully  expired.  The  king,  lamenting  the  death 
of  a faithful  fubject,  eredted  this  monument,  as  a tribute  to  him* 
and  an  example  to  others.” 

' Kofuifld 
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Kofinfki  began  to  entertain  the  idea  of  preferving 
the  king’s  lire  from  the  time  in  which  he  was 
abandoned  by  Lukawfki  and  Strawenfki ; yet  he 
had  great  druggies  with  himfelf  before  he  de- 
termined to  take  this  ftep,  on  account  of  the 
folemn  engagements  into  which  he  had  entered. 
Even  after  his  arrival  at  Warfaw,  he  expreffed 
much  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduct,  and 
fome  remorfe  for  having  deceived  his  employers. 
Soon  after  the  execution  of  Lnkawfki  and 
Strawenfki,  lie  was  permitted  to  retire  from  Po- 
land, and  refided  at  Semigallia  in  the  Papal  ter- 
ritories, where  he  enjoyed  an  annual  penfion 
from  the  king. 

Lukawfki  and  Strawenfld  were  both  taken,  and 
fever al  of  the  other  affaffins.  At  the  king’s  re- 
queft,  the  diet  remitted  the  capital  puniihmept  of 
the  inferior  confpirators,  and  condemned  them 
to  work  for  life  on  the  fortifications  of  Ka- 
miniec.  By  his  interceffion  alfo  the  horrible 
ptimfhment  which  the  laws  of  Poland  inflict  on 
regicides  were  mitigated,  and  Lukawfki  and 
Strawenfld  were  only  beheaded.  At  the  concha- 
fion  ot  the  troubles,  Pulafki  efcaped  from  Po- 
land, and  repairer!  to  America ; he  diftinguiflied 
hithfelf  in  the  American  fervice,  and  was  killed 
in  attempting  to  force  the  Britifh  lines  at  the 
fege  of  Savannah,  in  1779. 
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CHAP.  4. 

Plan  and  progrefs  of  the  partition  of  Poland.— Projected  by  the 
king  of  PruITia.— -Adopted  by  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and 
finally  acceded  to  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia. — 'The  confent  of  the 
king  and  diet  of  Poland  extorted  after  great  oppofition.— 
Changes  in  the  government  introduced  by  the  partitioning 
powers.— Spirited,  but  fruitlefs,  refinance  of  the  Polifli  dele- 
gates.— Fate  of  the  dilfidents. 

'DOLAND  had  long  derived  fecurity  from 
^ her  peculiar  fituation  between  three  great 
powers,  each  equally  interefted  to  prevent  the 
others  from  acquiring  increafe  of  ftrength,  or  ad- 
dition of  territory:  the  union  of  thefe  rival  po- 
tentates was  confidered  as  almoft  impoffible; 
and  iliould  fuch  an  unexpected  union  take  place, 
it  was  deemed  incredible  that  the  other  princes 
of  Europe  would  paffively  fubmit  to  a material 
alteration  in  the  balance  of  power. 

Treaties  upon  treaties,  and  negociations  upon 
negoe  rations,  guarantied  to  Poland  the  poffef- 
fion  of  her  territory ; and  at  the  king’s  accef- 
fion,  the  three  powers  who  difmembered  her  pro- 
vinces, folem.nl v renounced  all  right  to  any  part 
of  the  Polifli  dominions.  But  treaties  and  gua- 
rarities  are  in  general  only  fulfilled  until  they  can  be 
broken  with  fafety ; and  the  moft  effectual  method 
tor  a flate  to  feeure  its  dominions,  is  to  make 
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itfel'f  refpeclable  by  flrengthand  unanimity,  and 
to  be  prepared  againft  attack.  When  a powerful 
people  impute  national  difafters,  which  vigour 
and  fore  fight  might  have  prevented,  to  the  per- 
fidy of  foreign  hates,  they  only  bear  teftimony, 
in  more  fpecious  terms,  to  their  own  indolence, 
negligence,  or  weaknefs  of  government.  The 
natural  ftrength  of  Poland,  if  properly  exerted, 
would  have  formed  a more  certain  bulwark 
againft  the  ambition  of  her  neighbours  than  the 
faith  of  treaties ; and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
of  the  three  partitioning  powers,  Pruffia*  was 


* In  the  13th  century,  all  Pruffia  belonged  to  the  knights  of  the 
Teutonic  order.  In  1454,  that  part,  farce  denominated  Polifii  or 
Weftem  Pruffia,  revolted  to  Cafimir  IV.  and  was  afterwards  in- 
corporated into  the  dominions  of  the  republic  5 at  the  fame  time 
the  knights  were  conftrained  to  hold  the  remaining  part,  called 
Eaftern  Pruffia,  as  a fief  of  the  crown  of  Poland.  In  1 515  Eaftern 
Pruffia  was  erefted  into  an  hereditary  duchy,  and  given  to  Albert 
of  Brandenburg,  as  a Polifii  fief.  His  foil  Albert  Frederick,  being 
impaired  in  his  faculties,  the  adminiftration  was  veiled  Frit  in. 
Joachim  Frederick  elector  of  Brandenburg,  and  afterwards  in 
Joachim’s  fon  John  Sigifmond,  who  had  married  Albert’s  daughter. 
Upon  the  d'Unife  of  Albert  without  male  heirs,  John  Sigifmond 

t 

iucceeded  to  the  duchy  of  Pruffia,  and  did  homage  as  a vaffal  of 
the  republic.  His  grandfon  Frederick  William,  the  great  Ele6lor9 
\vas  the  firft  duke  of  Pruffia  releafed  from  this  bad  ve  of  feudal  de- 
pendence  by  John  Cafiniir;  Eaftern  Pruffia  being  declared  a fove- 
feign,  independent,  and  hereditary  duchy. 

Frederick  his  fon  affumed  the  title  of  King  of  Pruffia,  which 
however  the  voles  never  acKnowjeaged  until  1764,  at  the  acceffion 
of  Stanifiaus  Augultus,  Frederick  II.  by  the  partition  treaty,  pof» 
fefled  both  Welle rn  and  Eaftern  Pruffia. 
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formerly  in  a ft  ate  of  vaffalage  to  the  republic; 
Ruffia # once  law  her  capital  and  throne  pof~ 
feffed  by  the  Poles ; and  Auftria  was  indebted 
to  John  Sobiefkif  for  the  prefervation  of  Vienna. 

A kingdom,  fo  lately  the  mailer  or  protestor 
of  its  neighbours,  would  never  have  been  fo 
eaiily  overwhelmed  without  the  molt  glaring 
imperfections  in  the  government.  Poland,  in 
truth,  formerly  more  powerful  than  the  furr Grind- 
ing ftatcs,  has  declined  in  the  midft  of  general 
improvement,  arid,  after  giving  law  to  the 
north,  is  become  an  eafy  prey  to  every  invader. 

The  partition  of  Poland  was  fir  ft  projected  by 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  Polilli  or  Weftern  P ruffia 
had  long  been  an  object  of  his  ambition  J:  cx- 

• Under  Sigifmond  III.  whofe  troops  got  poffeffion  of  Mofcow, 
and  whofe  fen  Ladi  flans  v/as  chofen  great  duke  of  Mufeovy  by  a 
party  of  the  Ruffian  nobles. 

f John  Sobiefki,  who  compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the  flege  of 
Vienna,  and  delivered  the  houfe  of  Auftria  from  the  greateft  dan- 
gers  it  ever  experienced. 

I I find  many  infiances  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  anxious  defire 
to  acquire  Polifh  Pruffia,  among  the  papers  of  lord  Grantham  and 
Mr.  Keith,  both  of  whom  were  Britifh  envoys  to  the  court  of 
Vienna.  A difpatch  from  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  to  fir  Charles 
Tlanbury  Williams  and  Mr.  Keith,  dated  April  20,  1753,  contains 
this  remarkable  paragraph  : 

“ It  is  known  that  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  great  object  is  to  make 
himfelf  mailer  of  Polifh  Pruffia,  or  La  Prufe  Roy  ale  ; this  has  been 
for  feme  rime  the  view  of  the  Houfe  of  -Brandebourg,  and  if  it 
could  be  obtained,  would  add  great  ftrength  and  weight,  even  by 
fea,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  to  his 
P ruffian  majedy’s  power,  which  we  feel  but  too  much  at  preferit.  * 
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clufive  of  its  fertility,  commerce,  and  popup 
tion,  the  local  filiation  rendered  it  highly  valua- 
ble; it  lav  between  his  German  dominions  and 
Eaftern  Pruffia,  and  while  poffeffed  by  the  Poles, 
cut  off  all  communication  between  them.  Dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  feven  years  war,  Frederick 
experienced  the  mod  -fatal  effedls  from  this  dif- 
united  pofition  of  his  territories.  By  the  acqui- 
fition  of  Weftern  Pruffia,  his  dominions  would 
be  rendered  compact,  and  his  troops  in  time  of 
war  be  able  to  march  from  Berlin  to  Koningfberg 
without  interruption.  The  period  was  now  ar- 
rived, when  the  fituation  of  Poland . feemed  to 
promife  the  attainment  of  this  favourite  objedh 
He  purfued  it,  however,  with  all  the  caution  of 
an  able  politician.  On  the  commencement  of  the 

JL 

troubles,  he  (hewed  no  eagernefs  to  interfere  in 
the  affairs  of  this  country,  and  although  he  con- 
curred with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  in  railing  Sta- 
niflaus  Auguftus  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  yet 
he  declined  taking  an  abtive  part  *again  ft  the  con- 
federates. Afterwards,  in  1769,  when  the  whole 
kingdom  was  convulfed  with  civil  commotions, 
and  defolated  by  the  plague,  he  advanced  his 
troops  into  Poliih  Pruffia,  and  occupied  that 
whole  diftricl,  under  pretence  of  forming  lines 
to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  infection. 

Though  completely  mailer  of  the  country, 
and  not  apprehend  ve  of  a formidable  refifcance 

e s 


54? 


POLAND. 


B.  1. 


from  the  difunited  Poles ; yet,  aware  that  the 
fecurity  of  his  new  acquifition  depended  upon 
the  concurrence  of  Ruffia  and  Auftria,  he  plan- 
ned the  partition.  lie  communicated  the  projedl 
to  the  emperor,  by  whom  it  was  readily  adopted, 
either  during  their  interview  at  Niefs  in  Silefia* 
in  1769,  or  in  the  following  year,  at  N euftadt # 
in  Moravia.  Jofeph,  who  had  fecretly  encou- 
raged the  confederates,  and  even  commenced  a 
negotiation  with  the  Porte  againft  Ruffia,  now 
fuddenly  altered  his  meafiires,  and  increafed  his 
army  towards  the  Poliffi  frontiers.  The  plague 
prefenting  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  a fpecipus  motive  for  Rationing  troops  in 
the  dominions  of  the  republic,  he  gradually  ex- 
tended his  lines,  and,  in  17  72,  occupied  the 
whole  territory,  which  he  has  ffiice  difmemhered. 
But,  notwithftanding  this  change  in  his  fenti- 
ments,  his  real  views  upon  Poland  were  at  fir  ft 
effectually  concealed  : and  the  confederates  im a- 
gined  that  the  Auftrian  army  was  advancing  to 
act  in  their  favour. 

N othirig  remained  towards  completing  the 
partition,  but  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  who  was  too  difeerning  a politician  not 


* See  a curious  account  of  the  interview  between  the  emperor 
and  the  king  of  Prulfia,  and  the  plan  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  partition,  in  Wraxall’s  Memoirs  of  the  Courts  of  Berlin,  &c„ 
Vol.  II.  Letter  19. 
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to  regard  with  a jealous  eye  the  introduction  of 
foreign  powers  into  Poland,  Poll  effing  an  un- 
controuled  aicendancy  over  the  whole  country, 
the  could  propofe  no  material  advantage  from 
the  formal  acquifition  of  a part,  and  rauft  pur- 
chafe  a moderate  addition  to  her  territory  by  a 
confiderable  furrender  of  authority.  Frederick, 
well  acquainted  with  the  capacity  of  the  emprds 
to  difcern  the  true  interefts  of  Ruffin,  forbore 
opening  any  negociation  on  the  fubject  of  the 
partition,  until  die  was  involved  in  a Turkifh 
war.  At  that  cribs  he  difpatched  his  brother 
Prince  Henry  to  Petersburg,  who  fuggefted  to 
the  emprels  that  the  horde  of  Auftria  was  con- 
cluding an  alliance  with  the  Porte;  that  never- 
thelefs  the  friendfhip  of  that  houfe  was  to  be 
purchafed  by  acceding  to  the  partition,,  upon 
which  condition  the  emperor  would  differ  the 
Ruffians  to  profecute  the  war  without  interrup- 
tion. Catharine,  anxious  to  pulli  her  conqnefis 
againft  the  Turks,  and  dreading  the  interpofition 
of  the  emperor;  perceiving  likewife,  from  the 
intimate  union  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin,  that  the  could  not  prevent  the.  intended 
partition,  clofed  with  the  propofol,  and  feledied 
no  inconliderahle  portion  of  the  Polifl*  territo- 
ries for  herfelf.  The  treaty  was  figned  at  Pe- 
te rf  3 urg  in  the  beginning  of  February  1 772,  by 
the  Ruffian,  Auftrian,  and  Pmffian  plenipoten- 
tiaries. 
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As  the  troops  of  the  three  courts  were  already 
in  poifemon  of  the  greater  part  of  Poland,  the 
confederates,  hemmed  hi  on  all  ikies,  were  foon 
difperfed  ; and  Europe  waited  in  anxious  ex  pec- 
tation.  Yet  the  partitioning  powers  proceeded 
with  fuch  profound  fecrecy,  that  even  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  only  vague  conjectures 
were  entertained  at  Warfaw * concerning  their 
real  intentions;  and  the  late  lord  C a the  art,  the 
Enaiifh  minifter  at  Peterfburo;h  obtained  no 

v .)  CD  J 

authentic  information  of  its  fignature,  until  two 
months  after  the  event. 

The  full:  formal  notification  of  any  pretentions 
to  the  polifli  territory  was  in  September  1772? 
announced  to  the  king  and  fenate  affembled  at 
Warfaw,  by  the  Imperial  embaffador,  which  was 
foon  followed  by  the  memorials  of  the  Ruffian 
and  Prufliati  courts,  fpecifying  their  refpeccive 

* I have  a colledtioin  of  MS.  letters  written  from  Warfaw  before 
and  after  the  partition : the  following-  paffages  from  thofe  letters  will 
drew  the  myderious  conduct  of  the  three  courts,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  the  Poles  concerning  the  difmemberme.nt.  (c  On  cache  a Vienne 
les  vrais  motifs' et  le  but  de  la  prochaine  entree  des  troupes  en  Po- 
logne,”  &c.  May  6,  1 772.'  All  the  letters  fpeak  of  the  apprehenfions 
ofdifmemberment  j but  the  firft  which  mentions  it  with  any  certainty 
is  dated  May  1 9,  which  relates,  that  one  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
ofdcers,  palling  through  Marienburgh,  even  faid,  that  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  town  had  fallen  to  the  king  by  partition.  May  30 
“ On  croit  de  plus  et  plus  qu’on  nous  partagera  j tant  d’avis  qui 
s’accordent  la  deffus  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  fur  de  vaines  imaginations 
ft  conjectures, &c.  Aug.  13.  “ La  bombe  va  crever,  on  acheve 

le  traite  de  partage,”  Ac.  Align  ft  24.  “ C’en  eft  fait,  le  traite 

ebauche  au  mois  de  Fevrier  vientde  prendre  ccnfiftence/’  Ac. 
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claims.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  a de- 
tail of  the  pleas  urged  by  the  three  powers  in, 
favour  of  their  feveral  demands  ; it  would  be  no 
Ids  uuinterefting  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  an- 
fwers  and  remonftrances  of  the  king  and  fenate, 
as  well  as  the  appeals  to  the  other  ftates  which 
had  guarantied  the  poifeffions  of  Poland.  The 
courts  of  London,  Paris,  Stockholm,  and  Co™ 
penhagen,  remonftrated ; but ' remonftrances 
without  alii  fiance  were  of  no  effect.  Poland  fub- 
mitted  to  the  difmemberment not  however 
without  the  molt  violent  ftruggles,  and,  for  the 
tirft  time,  felt  and  lamented  the  fatal  effects  of 
faction  and  difcord. 

A diet  being  demanded  by  the  partitioning- 
powers  to  ratify  the  ceffion,  was  convoked  by  the 
king  in  the  following  fummons:  “Since  there 
are  no  hopes  from  any  quarter,  and  any  further 
delays  will  only  tend  to  draw  down  the  moft 
dreadful  calamities  upon  the  remainder  of  the 
dominions  which  are  left  to  the  republic ; the 
diet  is  convened  for  the  19th  of  April  1773,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  three  courts ; never- 


• In  1793,  Poland  fuffered  a new  difmemberment,  from  the 
united  powers  of  Ruffia  and  Pruffia;  and  in  1795,  after  an  ineffec- 
tual ftruggle,  the  government  was  annihilated,  the  king  compelled 
to  abdicate,  and  the  whole  country  divided  between  Ruffia,. 
Auftria,  and  Pruffia,  and  incorporated  in  their  refpeflive  domi- 
nions/ 
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ihelefs,  In  order  to  avoid  all  caufe  of  reproach, 
the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  fen  ate,  again 
appeals  to  the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva.’" 

The  diet  met  at  the  appointed  time ; and  fucti 
was  the  fpirit  of  the  members,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  deplorable  fituation  of  their  country, 
and  the  threats  and  bribes  of  the  three  powers,  the 
partitiomtreaty  was  not  ratified  without  much 
difficulty.  For  feme  time  the  majority  of  the 
mmtios  were  determined  to  oppofe  the  difmem- 
berment;  and  the  king  firmly  perfifted  in  the 
fame  refolution  The  embaffadors  of  the  three 

courts 

t 

* The  king  was  bitterly  cenfured  for  contenting  to  the  treaty  of 
partition,  and  even  accufed  of  being  acceffory  to  the  di {’member- 
jnent.  The  laft  unjuft  afperfion  he  fully  refuted,  in  his  celebrated 
fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  lothof  May  17755  but  an  anecdote,  com- 
municated  to  me  by  Mr.  afterwards  fir  Thomas  Wroughton,  teems 
to  prove  that  the  king  was  fenfible  of,  and  even  condemned  his 
©wit  irrefolution. 

A few  days  before  he  contented  to  the  treaty  of  difmemberment^ 
the  king  fent  for  Mr.  Wroughton,  and  expreffed  his  refolution  to 
abdicate  rather  than  fign  the  a£t  of  difmemberment..  “ Do  you, 
think,”  he  faid,  “ that  the  king  of  England  will  give  me  an 
afylum?”  The  Britifh  minifier  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he 
added,  te  Inform  vonr  court,  that  I am  determined  to  withhold  my 
fignature.”  Mr.  Wroughton  infinuating,  that  perhaps  his  Ma- 
jefty  might  change  his  mind.  “ Do  you  fee  this  right  hand  !”  ex- 
claimed the  king  with  vehemence  ; “ I will  fooner  have  it  cut  off 
than  fign  the  treaty,  and  whatfoever  becomes  of  me,  I am  ready  to 
fupport  my  duty  with  firmnefs.  If  you  will  not  write,  I will 
write  my felf.”  'Mr.  Wroughton  obeyed  5 but  in  a few  days  the 
king  figned  the  treaty.  At  the  next  meeting  he  apologized  for 
his  weaknefs,  and  acknowledged  that  he  was  unfit  to  be  king  of 
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courts  enforced  their  requisitions  by  the  moft 
planning  menaces ; threatened  the  king  with  de~ 

pofition 

Poland.  “ I was  menaced,”  he  added,  “ with  depolition  and  con- 
finement; my  friends  and  family  would  have  been  involved  in  my 
ruin,  my  country  would  have  been  pillaged  by  my  enemies,  and  I 
had  not  refolution  to  refill.” 

In  the  frequent  conferences,  to  which  I h«id  {he  honour  of  being 
admitted  by  the  king  of  Poland,  he  uniformly  declared,  that 
the  principal  motive  which  induced  him  to  fign  the  a£t  of  difmem- 
berment,  was  derived  from  the  dread  of  involving  his  friends  in  his 
own  ruin,  and  that  he  adled  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  thole 
perfons  in  w'hom  he  placed  the  moft  implicit  confidence. 

The  truth  of  thefe  alfertions  is  fuffidently  evident,  from  an. 
anecdote  confidentially  communicated  by  count  Stackelberg  liimfelf. 

It  was  well  known  to  the  Ruffian  court,  that  the  king’s  oppofition 
to  the  difmemberment  and  to  the  new  form  of  government,  was 
countenanced  by  his  uncle  prince  Czartorilki,  and  his  other  rela- 
tions. The  Ruffian  embafiador  deemed  it  therefore  neceffary  to 
intimidate  his  advifers  5 and  when  the  miniftersof  the  three  powers 
delivered  to  the  delegates  the  demands  of  their  refpe£tive  courts* 
the  Auftrian  and  Prufiian  plenipotentiaries  gave  only  a fhort  and 
fpecific  ftatement  of  their  claims  ; but  the  Ruffian  embaffiador  pre- 
fented  a long  memorial,  in  which  he  declared,  u that  certain  per- 
fons,” by  whom  he  defignated  the  king’s  uncle  and  principal  ad- 
vifers, “ had,  by  fomenting  the  internal  diforders  of  the  ftate,  reduced 
Poland  to  her  prefent  wretched  lituation.  The  delegates,  inflamed 
by  this  charge  almoft  to  madnefs,  threatened  to  deflroy  thofe  who 
had  been  the  caufe  of  their  country’s  misfortunes,  and  repeatedly 
demanded  their  names.  The  prefident  of  the  delegates  even  wrote  to 
count  Stackelberg  a note,  in  ydiich,  after  defcribing  the  indigna^ 
tion  which  his  memorial  had  excited  among  the  members,  he  add* 
ed,  “ You  have  it  in  your  power  to  wreak  your  vengeance  on  thofe 
who  have  offended  your  court.”  The  embaffiador  replied,  “ I re- 
queft  you  to  poftpone  your  fitting  till  Monday  (it  was  then  Satur- 
day) and  fend  a deputation  to  demand  the  names  of  thofe  who 
have  caufed  the  misfortunes  of  their  country.’4 
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politicm  and  imprifonment,  and  declared  that  if 
the  diet  continued  refractory,  Warfaw  fliould  be 
pillaged.  This  report,  induftrioufly  circulated, 
made  a deep  impreffion  upon  the  inhabitants. 
By  thefe  menaces,  by  corrupting  the  mar/lial  of 
the  diet,  who  was  accompanied  ¥/ith  a 'Ruffian 
guard;  in  a word,  b$^  bribes *,  promifes,  and 
threats,  the  deputies  at  length  ratified  the  dif- 
inemberment.  In  the  fenate,  however,  or  upper 
lioufe,  there  was  a majority  of  only  fix ; in  the 
lower  home,  or  affembly  of  the  nuntios,  but  one 
fmgie  vote  in  favour  of  the  meafure  f.  An  act 

On  the  following  Cay  the  Ruffian  embaffiador  infinuated  to  the 
king,  who  was  alarmed  for  his  relations,  that  their  fate  depended 
on  their  future  behaviour.  On  Monday  the  deputation  waited  on 
the  embaffiador,  who  anfwered,  that  he  had  not  the  emprefs’s  or- 
ders to  denounce  thofe  perfons,  but  would  communicate  their  re~ 
quell  to  her  Imperial  majeily.  This  meafure  (to  life  the  expreffion 
of  count  Stackelberg)  was  to  hold  the  fword  of  Damocles  over 
their  heads.  From  that  moment  they  became  fubfervient  to  the 
views  of  Kuffia,  and  urged  the  king  to  fign  the  a£l  of  difinember- 
xnent,  and  to  agree  to  the  eflablifhment  of  the  permanent  council. 

* The  Ruffian  embaffiador  arranged  all  the  meafures  relative  to 
the  new  form  of  government  ; he  repeatedly  expatiated  on  the  ve- 
nality of  the  Poles.  Even  during  the  fitting  of  the  diet,  when  th£ 
partition  was  ratified,  numbers  fervilely  crouded  round  him  to  fo- 
licit  honours  and  places.  He  flood  in  the  middle  of  the  ho ufe,  dic- 
tating to  the  chancellor  the  names  of  thofe  who  were  appointed  to 
the  flaroftics  and  offices  of  the  new  government ; and  near  the  ter- 
mination of  the  meeting,  being  fatigued  with  the  numerous  folicita- 
loiis  for  the  title  of  prince,  he  peevifhly  exclaimed,  u Let  the  diet 
be  created  princefs,  and  then  you  will  all  be  princes.” 
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was  then  paffecl  to  limit  the  feffions  to  the  term  of 
a few  days,  and  delegates  were  appointed,  with 
full  powers  to  adjuft,  in  concert  with  the  embaffa- 
dors,  the  terms  of  the  difmemberment.  The 
commiffiioners,  or  delegates,  on  the  diffolution 
of  the  diet  in  May,  entered  upon  their  office, 
and,  by  the  month  of  September,  finally  conclud- 
ed the  treaty  of  partition  in  conformity  to  the 
dictates  of  the  three  courts.  At  this  jundture, 
feveral  nobles  boldly  iffued  manifeftoes  and  re- 
membrances in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
againft  the  ceffion  of  the  provinces,  and  repro- 
bated the  conduct  of  the  partitioning  powers ; 
but  inch  remonftrances  were  totally  dilregarded, 
and  confidered  only  as  the  laft  convulfions  of  an 
expiring  nation. 

Of  the  difm ember ed  countries*,  the  Ruffian 
province  is  the  largelt,  the  Auftrian  the  moft  po- 
pulous, and  the  Pruffian  the  moil  commercial. 
The  population  of  the  whole  amounts  to  near 
5, OQO, o o (y of  fouls  ; the  firft  containing  1,500,000, 
the  fecond  2,500,000,  and  the  third  860,000. 
Weftern  Pruffia  was  the  greateft  lofs  to  Poland, 
as  by  the  difmemberment  of  that  province,  the 
navigation  of  the  Viftula  depends  upon  the  king 

® The  reader,  by  confulting  the  map  of  Poland  (prefixed  to  this 
work)  wiil  fee  the  fituation  and  extent  of  the  three  difmembered 
provinces.  For  an  account  of  the  Auftrian  province,  fee  Book  II. 
chap.  I.  j of  the  Ruffian,  Book  III.  chap.  I, 


X 


— \ 


I 


) 


I?  0 t A 1ST  B;  Bo  fe 

of  Pruffia:  by  the  lofs  confequently  of  this  dif- 
trift,  a fatal  blow  was  given  to  the  trade  of  Po- 
land; for  the  heavy  duties  laid  upon  the  mer- 
chandize paffing  to  Dantzic,  have  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed  the  commerce  of  that  town,  and  tranf- 
ferried  a confiderable  portion  of  it  to  Memmel 
and  Koninglburgh; 

Although  the  limits  were  fettled  by  the  treaty 
of  partition,  yet  the  Aultrians  and  Pruffians  con- 
tinually extended  their  frontiers:  the  emperor 
feized  upon  Cafimir,  and  even  avowed  an  inten- 
tion of  taking  poffeffion  of  Cracow  and  Kami- 
niec ; while  Frederick  alleged  thefe  ufurpations 
as  a jultiflcation  for  fimilar  encroachments,  urg- 
ing, that  he  could  not,  confidently  with  his  own 
fecurity,  fee  the  emperor  increafe  his  dominions 
without  affuming  an  equivalent 
. Catharine  was  forced  for  a time  to  connive  at 
thefe  encroachments ; but  no  fooner  was  peace* 

edabliihed 

* The  peace  between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Turks  Avafc  figned  oil 
the  21ft  of  July  1774,  in  Marffial  Romanzof ’s  camp  near  Bulgariaj 
and  in  a letter  from  Warfaw,  dated  Auguft  29,  it  is  faid,  “ The 
emperor  and  king  of  Pruffia  continued  encroaching  upon  the  Po- 
lifh  territories,  and  enlarging  their  frontiers  which  were  marked  by 
the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh.  But  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,, 
the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  troops  retired  within  their  reTpeftive 
lines.  Behold  already  the  good  effects  of  this  glorious  peaces 
What  would  have  become  of  us,  if  the  arms  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire had  profpered  according  to  the  wifhes  of  many  ?”  And  in 
another,  dated  Sept.  14,  1775,  <£  The  king  of  Pruffia  has  written  to 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  a letter  in  a mod  enchanting  dyle*  After 

much 
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eftabllfhed  with  the  Turks,  and  the  rebellion  of 
Pugatcheff  cruflied,  than  die  turned  her  whole 
attention  to  Poland;  and  in  confequence  of  her 
fpirited  remonft ranees,  both  Auftrians  and  Pruf- 
fians  relinquifhed  their  ufurpations,  and  confined 
themfelves  to  the  limits  marked  by  the  treaty  of 
partition. 

The  partitioning  powers  did  lefs  injury  to  the 
republic  by  difmemfaering  its  faireft  provinces, 
than  by  perpetuating  the  principles  of  anarchy, 
and  eftablifiiirsg  on  a permanent  footing,  that 
exorbitant  liberty #,  which  is  ever  the  parent  of 
faftion,  and  has  proved  the  ruin  of  the^ repub- 
lic. Under  pretence  of  amending  the  confti- 
tution,  they  confirmed  all  its  defefts,  and  render- 
ed this  unhappy  country  incapable  of  emerging 
from  its  prefent  deplorable  ftate. 

The  delegates  who  ratified  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion, being  alfo  empowered  by  the  diet  to  con 
cert  with  the  three  courts  any  alterations  in  the 
conftitution  which. might  appear  beneficial  io  the 
kingdom,  continued  their  fittings  from  May 

much  praife,  he  adds,  notwithftan ding  the  juftice  of  his  claim  upon, 
thofe  parts  which,  he  has  annexed  to  his  former  acquilitions,  he  fhall 
make  no  difficulty  in  facrificing  them,  as  a proof  of  his  readinefs  to 
oblige  her  Imperial  majefty;  provided  the  houfe  of  Auftria  will 
alfo  re  do  re  what  ffie  has  taken.” 

* u Otir  liberty,'1  faid  a Pole,  <£  is  like  a two-edged  fword  in  the 
hand  of  an  infant,  and  for  that  very  redfon  our  neighbours  are 
anxious  to  preferve  it  entire.” 
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1773  to  March  1773;  during  this  period  the 
convocation  of  the  ordinary  diet  was  poftponcd 
until  the  members  of  the  delegation  had  agreed 
to  all  the  innovations  propofed  by  the  embaffa- 
dors,  and  until  the  government  was  finally  ar- 
ranged. Notwithstanding  the  wretched  condi- 

O O 

tion  of  Poland,  and  the  refiftlefs  power  of  the 
three  courts,  the  king  and  the  majority  of  the 
delegates  long  withheld  their  confent  to  the 
alterations. 

An  idea  of  their  fpirit  may  be  formed  from 
an  account  of  a meeting;,  when  the  proportions 

4 

relating  to  the  change  of  government  were  firft 
produced  in  1773.  Before  the  appearance  of 
the  three  embaffadors  much  was  laid  againfl  the 
projected  innovations ; many  reproaches  were 
calt  againft  the  authors  of  that  plan,  for  fa- 
crificing  the  public  advantage  to  their  private 

ambition,  refentment,  and  interefts.  At  the 

% 

entrance  of  the  three  embaffadors,  a profound 
filence  took  place  for  fome  minutes,  until  the  fe- 
cretary  of  the  Ruffian  embaffy  began  to  read  the 
plan  for  new-modeling  the  confiitution  ; when 
a general  murmur  ip  read  through  the  whole  aff 
fembly,  increafing,  as  he  proceeded,  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  almoft  to  drown  his  voice,  and  he 
could  not,  without  frequent  interruptions,  finiili 
the  recital.  He  had  fcafcely  concluded,  when 

O.'  ' 

the  whole  body  of  delegates  loudlv  demanded 
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the  treaties  of  partition  and  alliance ; the  em« 
baffadors  anfwering,  that  many  points  could  not 
be  adjufted  without  farther  inftru6tions  from 
their  refpefilive  courts,  it  was  replied,  that  in  the 
mean  time  they  might  introduce  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  which  they  were  authorifed  to  con- 
clude. At  all  events,  it  was  urged,  the  propofal 
concerning  the  change  of  government  is  prema- 
ture ; a revolution  of  fuch  extreme  importance 
demands  the  molt  deliberate  examination,  and 
ought  not  to  be  precipitated,  as  a circumffance 
of  no  concern  to  the  nation.  One  of  the  dele- 
gates, who  was  moft  violent  in  his  oppofition, 
delivered  his  fentiments  with  a freedom  which 
aftonithed  the  affemblv,  and  when  the  embalfa- 
dors,  who  did  not  underhand  the  Poliih  idiom, 
applied  to  a Caftellan  for  an  explanation,  he  ex- 
cufed  himfelf,  under  pretence  of  not  being  qua- 
lified for  the  office  of  interpreter.  At  length,  a 
Palatine,  of  the  embaffadors’  party,  acquainting 
them  with  the  contents  of  the  fpeech  ; the  ora- 
tor thanked  him  for  explaining  the  purport  of 
his  harangue  in  fo  able  a manner,  while  the 
praifes  which,  in  a fine  tone  of  irony,  he  affected 
to  beftow  upon  the  Palatine  for  his  readinefs  to 
oblige,  as  well  as  for  his  independent  fpirit,  oc- 
cafioned  much  mirth  in  the  alfembly.  The  un- 
difguifed  approbation  given  by  the  greater  part 
• of  the  members  to  this  orator,  convinced  the  em- 
vol.  i«,  f baffadors 
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bafladors  that  this  was  no  time  to  obtrude  their 
refolutions  upon  the  delegates  ; they  accordingly 
broke  up  the  meeting,  and  poftponed  the  bufmefs 
to  a future  period  The  next  feffion,  however, 
was  not  more  favourable  to  their  withes ; nor  did 
the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  delegates  feem  to  abate. 
Their  oppofition  indeed  to  this  meafure  continued 
fo  violent,  that  more  than  a year  elapfed  before 
the  embaffadors  were  able,  by  the  influence  of 
threats,  bribery,  and  promifes,  to  obtain  a majo- 
rity ; and  before  the  delegates,  terrified  or  leduced 
into  compliance,  formally  acceded  to  the  change 
of  government.  This  important  point  being  ob- 
tained, the  delegation  was  diflblved  on  the  13th 
of  April,  177  <5,  and  all  the  articles  were  confirmed 
by  the  general  diet. 

A note,  delivered  by  the  three  embafladors  to 
the  delegates  on  the  13th  of  September,  1773, 
will  convey  a general  idea  of  the  changes  in  the 
conftitution.  “ The  courts  are  fo  interefted  in 
the  pacification  of  Poland,  that,  while  the  trea- 
ties are  preparing  to  be  figned  and  ratified,  the 
minifters  cannot  lofe  any  of  that  valuable  time, 
fo  neceflary  for  the  re-eflablifliment  of  order,  and 
the  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom.  W e now,  there- 

•*  The  following  paflage  in  one  of  my  MS.  letters',  dated  fo  late 
as  Nov.  13,  1774,  -will  Ihew  the  difficulty  of  fettling  with  the  dele- 
gates. “ The  plan  for  the  permanent  council  continues  to  be  read: 
it  hill  excites  continual  debates,  and  more  will  arife ; but  all  will 

r ■ ' 

fee  Eniffied  according  to  the  will  of  the  mini  lie 

fore, 
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fore,  deliver  to  the  delegation  a part  of  thofe 
cardinal  laws,  to  the  ratification  of  which  'our 
.courts  will  not  fuffer  any  contradiction. 

i.  “ The  crown  of  Poland  fhall  be  for  ever  elec- 

. » 1 

live,  and  all  order  of  firccemon  profcrihed  : any 
perfon  who  fhall  endeavour  to  break  mis  law, 
ihall  be  declared  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and 
liable  to  be  punifhed  accordingly.  2.  Foreign 
candidates  to  the  throne,  being  the  frequent 
caufe  of  troubles  and  divifion,  fliall  be  excluded; 
and  in  future,  no  perfon  can  be  chofen  king  of 
Poland,  and  great  duke  of  Lithuania,  excepting 
a native  Pole,  of  noble  origin,  and  poffeffing  land 
within  the  kingdom.  The  foil,  or  grandfon,  of 
a king  of  Poland,  cannot  be  eleCled  immediately 
upon  the  death  of  his  father  or  grandfather ; nor 
fliall  be  eligible,  till  after  an  interval  of  two  reigns. 

3.  The  government  of  Poland  fhall  be  for  ever 
free,  independent,  and  of  a republican  forma 

4.  The  true  principle  of  the  fa  id  government  con- 
fiding in  the  ftriift  execution  of  its  laws,  and  the 
equilibrium  of  the  three  eftates,  namely,  the  king, 
the  fenate,  and  the  equeftrian  order,  a permanent 
council  fliall  be  eftablifhed,  in  which  the  execu- 
tive power  fhall  be  vefted,  In  this  council  the 
equeftrian  order,  hitherto  excluded  from  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs  in  the  intervals  of  the 
diets,  fhall  be  admitted  ; as  fliall  be  more  clearly 
laid  down  in  the  future  arrangements.” 

f % Thefe 
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Thefe  arrangements  having  been  carried  into 
execution,  I lhall  make  a few  remarks  upon  the 
feveral  articles.  By  the  firft,  the  houfe  of  Sax- 
ony, and  all  foreign  princes,  likely  to  give  weight 
to  Poland  by  their  hereditary  dominions,  are  ren- 
dered incapable  of  filling  the  throne.  By  the  fe- 
cond,  the  exclufion  of  a king’s  fon  or  grandfon, 
excepting  after  an  interval  of  two  reigns,  re- 
moves the  faintefi;  profpedt  of  an  hereditary  fove- 
reignty,  and  entails  upon  the  kingdom  all  the  evils 
infeparable  from  that  moft  wretched  form  of  go- 
vernment, an  elective  monarchy.  By  the  third 
article,  the  liberum  veto , and  all  the  exorbitant 
privileges  of  the  equeftrian  order,  are  confirmed 
in  their  utmoft  latitude,  and  by  the  laft,  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown,  are  ftill  farther  diininifhed* 

Before  the  conclufion  of  this-  chapter,  it  will 
be  proper  to  mention  the  fate  of  the  diffidents. 
Their  pretentious  were  finally  fettled  between 
the  republic  and  the  mediating  powers,  at  the  lafi: 
meeting  of  the  delegates.  The  catholic  party  vio- 
lently oppofing  the  reftoration  of  their  ancient 
privileges,  by  the  confent  of  the  foreign  courts, 
they  continue  excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate, 
and  the  permanent  council.  In  return,  the  diili- 
dents  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion, 
are  permitted  to  have  churches  without  bells, 
fchools  and  feminaries,  are  capable  of  fitting 
in  the  inferior  couits  of  juitice,  and  in  the  tri- 
bunal 
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bunal  appointed  to  try  appeals  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion, three  of  their  communion  are  admitted 
as  alfelfors. 

In  confequence  of  this  toleration,  the  diffidents 
have  conftrudted  churches  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ; one  built  upon  this  occafion  by 
the  Lutherans  at  Warfaw,  has  the  following  in* 
fcription : 

“ Has  aedes  Deo  J,  O.  facras 
Coetus  Yarfovienfis  in  Auguft.  Confeff.  ex  con- 
fenfu  Staniflai  Augufti  Regis  et  Reipubliea? 
Rruere  coepit.  Aprilis  24,  17  77.” 


70  JP  o L A N Dw  jfc.  it 


C H A P.  5. 

Opveflimeilt  of  Poland. — Supreme  and  legiflative  authority  refides 
in  the  diet. — -Executive  power  veiled  in  the  permanent  council* 
—Origin  of  the  diet. — -Place  and  time  of  alfembling. — Ordinary 
and  extraordinary.— Convoked  by  the  king. — -Conftituent  parts* 
• — King,  fenate,  and  nuntios. — -Proceedings.— Liberum  Veto. — - 
Its  dreadful  effects. — How  remedied.— Diet  of  confederacy. — - 
The  plain  of  Vola  where  the  kings  are  eledled* — Diets  of  convo- 
cation and  eledtion. 

nnHE  goveranient  of  Poland  is  with  great  pro- 
prje|;y  ftyled  a republic,  becaufe  the  king  is 
exceedingly  limited  in  his  prerogative,  and  re^ 
fembles  more  the  chief  of  a commonwealth,  than 
the  fovereign  of  a powerful  monarchy. 

The  fupreme  legiflative  authority  refides  in 
the  three  eflates  of  the  realm,  the  king,  fenate, 
•and  equeftrian  order,  affembled  in  a national  diet** 
The  executive  power,  heretofore  entrufted  to  the 
king  and  fenate,  is,  according  to  the  new  form 
of  government,  veiled  in  the  fupreme  permanent 
council  f . 

The 

* Bor  an  account  of  the  diet,  fee  the  next  chapter 
•f  By  the  eftablifliment  of  this  council,  the  king  was  deprived  ofi 
the  power  of  conferring  the  ftarofties,  and  inftead  of  freely  appoint- 
ing the  bifhops,  caftellans,  palatines,  and  minifters,  is  reftridted  to 
the  choice  of  three  candidates,  prefented  by  the  permanent  council* 
The  king  is  merely  the  prefident  of  the  permanent  council,  which 
confifts  of  three  bifhops,  nine  lay-fenators,  four  minifters,  the  mar- 
&al,  and  eighteen  counfellors  cf  the  equeftrian  order  ; all  of  whom 
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GENERAL  DIET. 


The  general  diet  declares  war,  makes  peace, 
levies  foldiers,  forms  alliances,  impofes  taxes, 
enabls  laws,  and  exercifes  all  the  rights  of  abfo 
lute  fovereigntv. 

The  bell  hiltorians  date  the  earhell  diet  in  the 
reign  of  Calimir  the  Great ; but  allow  that  it 
was  not  modelled  into  its  prefent  form  until  the 
reign  of  Cafnnir  the  Third. 

The  place  of  holding  the  diets  depended  for- 
merly upon  the  will  of  the  kings  ; and  Louis  even 
faminoned  two  in  Hungary.  In  thofe  early  times 
Petti cau  was  the  town  where  they  moll  frequently 
affembled  * but  in  1569,  at  the  union  of  Poland 
and  Lithuania,  Warfaw  was  appointed  the  place 
of  meeting  ; and  i.i  1673,  it  was  enabled,  that  of 
three  fncceffive  diets,  two  thou  Id  be  held  in  this 
capital,  and  one  at  Grodno  # in  Lithuania.  This 
regulation  has  been  generally  followed,  until  the 
prefent  reign,  when  the  alfemhlies  have  been 
uniformly  fummoned  to  W arfaw  f 

Diets  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary ; the  for- 
mer are  convened  every  two  years,  the  latter  as 

are  chofen  every  two  years  by  a majority  of  fecret  votes  in  the  diet* 
To  this  council,  which  may  be  called  a committee,  under  the  com- 
troul  of  Rufina,  for  executing  the  regal  office,  all  internal  regula- 
tions are  fubmitted  before  they  are  propoled  to  the  diet,  and  all 
foreign  affairs  decided  by  a majority. 

* Lengnich,  Hilt.  Pol.  p.  z6s. 

■f  See  Book  II.  Chap.  6.  Art.  Grodno.  Since  my  laft  departure 
from  Poland  in  1785,  a diet  has  been  held  at  Grodno. 
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occafion  requires.  In  1717  the  ufual  feafon  for 
the  ordinary  diets  was  fixed  at  Michaelmas,  but 
has  fmee  been  occafionally  changed  to  the  month 
of  Odiober  or  November. 

The  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  permanent 
council,  convokes  the  diet,  by  circular  letters 
ilTued  to  the  palatines  in  their  refpeblive  pro- 
vinces, at  lead  fix  weeks  before  the  time  appointed 
for  the  meeting ; thefe  letters  are  accompanied 
with  a fhort  fketch  of  the  bufmefs  to  be  agitated 
in  the  diet. 

The  conflituent  parts  of  the  diet  are  the  three 
cftates  of  the  realm ; the  king,  the  fenate,  and 
the  nobles  or  gentry,  by  their  nuntios  or  repre- 
fentatives.  The  king,  confidered  in  his  capacity 
of  prefident,  is  merely  the  chief  of  the  diet : he 
fubfcribes  the  adts,  and  decrees,  iffues  all  or- 
dinances in  his  own  name,  and  that  of  the  re- 
public, without  enjoying  the  right  of  a negative. 
He  has  no  vote,  excepting  upon  an  equality  of 
fuffrages ; but  is  at  liberty  to  deliver  his  fenti- 
inents  upon  all  queflions. 

Slaniflaus  is  elleemed  one  of  the  mo  ft  eloquent 
among  the  Polifh  orators,  he  has  an  agreeable  tone 
of  voice,  harangues  with  great  animation,  energy, 
and  dignity,  and  his  fpeeclies  always  make  a 
confiderable  impreffion.  When  difpofed  to  fpeak, 
he  rifes  from  his  feat,  advances  a few  heps,  and 
exclaims  “ I fummon  theminifters  of  hate  to  the 

throne.” 
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throne.”  Then  the  great  officers  of  the  crown, 
who  are  fitting  at  the  lower  end  of  the  fenate- 
houfe,  approach  and  ftand  near  the  king ; the 
four  great  mar  dials  ftrike  the  ground  together 
with  their  Haves  of  office,  and  the  hrft  lays,  “ The 
“ king  is  going  to  fpeak 

The  fecond  eftate,  or  the  fenate,  is  compofed 
of  fpiritual  and  temporal  fenators.  The  bidiop 
or  fpiritual  fenators  have  the  precedence  over  the 
temporal  fenators.  The  archbifhop  of  Gnefna  is 
primate  of  the  fenate,  and  viceroy  in  cafe  of  an 
interregnum. 

The  temporal  are  palatines,  caftellans,  and 
the  great  officers  of  Hate.  The  palatines  are  the 
governors  of  provinces,  who  hold  their  offices 
for  life  ; and  in  time  of  war,  when  the  army  of 
the  republic  is  fummoned,  they  levy  and  lead  the 
force  of  their  palatinates  into  the  field,  according 
to  the  tenure  of  feudal  fervices  ; in  time  of  peace, 
they  convoke  the  aftemblies  of  the  palati- 
nates, andprelide  in  the  county  courts  of  juft-ice. 
The  Caftellans  are  divided  into  Grand  and  Petty 
Caftellans : their  office,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
merely  nominal ; but  when  the  military  or  feu- 
dal fer  vices  are  required,  they  are  the  lieutenants 
of  the  palatines, under  whom  they  command  the 
troops  of  the  feveral  diftribls. 

The  minifters  of  fta.te,  who  fit  in  the  fenate,  are 
fixteen,  the  two  great  marfhals  of  Poland  and 
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Lithuania,  the  two  fub-marfhals,  the  two  great 
chancellors,  the  two  vice-chancellors,  the  two 
great  generals,  the  two  little  generals,  the  two 
great  treafurers,  and  the  two  fub-treafurers. 

All  the  fenators  were  formerly  appointed  by 
the  king ; but  hr/  the  late  change  of  government, 
his  choice  is  reftridted  to  one  of  three  candidates, 
prefented  by  the  permanent  council  The  fena- 
tors,  once  nominated,  cannot  be  deprived  of 
their  charges,  excepting  by  the  diet.  The  third 
eftate  is  formed  by  the  nuntios  or  rep  relent a- 
tives  of  the  equeftrian  order,  chofen  in  the  die- 
tines  or  affemblies  of  each  palatinate,  in  which 
every  noble  or  gentleman,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, has  a vote,  and  is  capable  of  being  eledted. 
There  is  no  qualification  in  point  of  property, 
either  for  the  elcdlors  or  elelled ; it  is  only  lie- 
ceffary  that  the  nuntio  fiiould  be  a noble ; that 
is,  a perfon  not  engaged  in  trade  or  commerce, 
pofieffmg  land  himfelf,  the  fon  of  a perfon  pof- 
feffino*  land,  or  of  an  antient  family  which  for- 
merly  poffeffed  land.  Each  nuntio  mull;  be 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  When  the  diet  afifem- 
bles,  the  king,  fen  ate,  and  nuntios,  firft  meet 
in  the  cathedral  of  V/arfaw,  and  hear  mafs.  and 
• a fermon.  After  fervice,  the  members  of  the 
fenate,  or  upper  ho ufe,  repair  to  the  fenate-houfe  ; 

' and  the  nuntios,  or  lower-houfe  to  their  cham- 
ber, where  they  choofe,  by  a majority  of  voices, 
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a mar  dial,  or  fpeaker  of  the  equeftrian  order : to 
prevent  unneceffary  delays,  the  election  is  re- 
quired to  take  place  within  three  days  after  their 
meeting*.  Two  days  after  the  choice  of  their 
fpeaker,  the  king,  fenate,  and  nuntios,  affemble  in 
the  fenate-houfe,  which  is  called  the  junction  of 
the  two  houfes.  The  nuntios  then  kifs  the  king’s 
hand  ; and  the  members  of  the  diet  take  their 
places  in  the  following  order : 

The  king  is  feated,  in  regal  hate,  upon  a raifed 
throne,  under  a canopy  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
apartment.  At  the  lower  end,  oppofite  the 
throne,  fit  in  armed  chairs  the  minifters  of  hate* 
The  bifhops  f,  palatines,  and  caftellans,  are 

* i i 

* Formerly,  it  being  ftipulated  that  the  election  of  the  marfhal 
fhould  take  place  as  foon  as  poffible,  much  time  ufually  elapfed  be- 
fore a marfhal  was  chofen  5 and  as  the  fitting  of  the  national  affem- 
bly  is  confined  to  fix  weeks,  fometimes  the  nuntios  could  never 
■agree  in  the  choice,  and  feveral  diets  broke  up  without  tranfadting 
bufmefs.  Connor,  who  vifited  Poland  in  John  Sobiefki’s  reign 
lays  upon  this  head,  “ He  that  deligns  to  be  eledted  marfhal,  mult 
treat  the  gentry  all  the  while,  otherwife  he  would  have  no  vote  for 
him  5 and  commonly  they  prolong  the  eledtion,  that  they  may  live 
the  longer  at  the  candidate’s  charges.’'  V.  II.  p.  92. 

To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  was  enadted  in  1690,  that  the 
marfhal  mu  ft  be  chofen  on  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  ; but  in  17-68, 
the  time  allowed  for  the  eledfcion  was  extended  to  three  days.  See 
Leng.  J.  P.  II.  p.  1.22,  and  Loix  et  Conft.  de  1768,  p.  52. 

ft  Including  the  archbifliops  of  Gnef’na  and  Vilna,  each  at  the 
head  of  his  refueclive  fu [fra wans. 

i.  o 

The  reader  will  find  a print,  which  gives  a faithful  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  diet,  in  Connor’s  Hiftory  of  Poland,  v.  II.  p.  82.  One 
trifling  error  muft  be  corrected,  the  feats  marked  mi  are  for  the 
minifters  of  ftate,  when  not  ftanding  near  the  throne. 
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ranged  in  three  rows  of  armed  chairs,  extending 
from  the  throne  on  each  fide ; and  behind  thefe 
are  placed  the  nuntios  upon  benches  covered 
with  led  cloth.  The  fenators  have  the  privilege 
of  wearing  their  caps,  but  the  nuntios  are  un- 
covered. 

All  the  members  beino;  feated,  the  Pad; a Con - 
vent  a are  read  ; when  the  fpeaker  of  the  equef- 
trian  order,  as  well  as  each  nuntio,  is  empowered 
to  interrupt  the  perufai  by  remonftrating  againfi: 
the  infringement  of  any  particular  article,  and 
demanding  a redrefs  of  grievances.  The  great 
chancellor  then  propofes  the  queftions  in  the 
king’s  name ; after  which,  his  majelty  nomi- 
nates three  fenators,  and  the  fpeaker  fix  nuntios, 
to  prepare  the  bills.  The  diet,  by  majority  of 
voices,  choofes  a committee  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  treafury,  and  elect  the  members # 
of  the  permanent  council. 

Thefe  preliminary  tranfa<5tions  ought  to  be 
difpatched  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks ; at 
which  period  the  two  houfes  feparate ; the  nun- 
tios retire  into  their  own  chamber,  and  the  bills 
undergo  a difcuffion  in  each  houfe.  Thofe  which 
relate  to  the  treafury,  are  approved  or  rejected  by 
the  fentiments  of  the  majority.  But  in  all  ft  at  e - 

• The  equeftrian  members  of  the  laft  permanent  council  are  per- 
mitted to  be  prefent  in  this  affembly  without  having  a vote,  until 
the  refolutions  of  the  council  are  approved  by  the  diet.  The  fena- 
tors, who  have  a feat  in  the  council,  are  prefent  of  courfe. 

matters 
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matters*  of  the  higheft  importance,  no  refolution 
is  valid,  unlefs  ratified  by  the  unanimous  alfent 
of  every  nuntio,  each  of  whom  is  able  to  fuf- 
pend  all  proceedings  by  his  exertion  of  the  Li- 
berum Veto. 

The  diet  muft  not  fit  longer  than  fix  weeks : on 
the  firft  day,  therefore,  of  the  fixth  week  the 
fenate  and  nuntios  reaffemble  in  the  fenate-houfe* 
The  ftate-bills  (provided  they  are  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  nuntios,  an  event  which  feldom 
happens  in  a free  diet)  are  patted  into  laws ; but 
if  unanimity  be  wanting  are  rejected,  and  the 
bufmefs  relating  to  the  treafury,  which  has  been 
carried  by  a majority,  is  read  and  regittered. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  week  the  laws 
are  figned  by  the  fpeaker  and  nuntio,  and  the 
diet  is  diffolvedv 

Extraordinary  diets  are  fubjedt  to  the  fame  re- 
gulations as  ordinary  diets,  with  this  difference, 

* Matters  of  ftate  are  thus  defined  by  the  conftitution  of  1768. 

I.  Increafe  or  alteration  of  the  taxes.  2.  Augmentation  of  theT 
army.  3.  Treaties  of  alliance  and  peace  with  the  neighbouring, 
powers.  4.  Declaration  of  war.  5.  Naturalization  and  creation 
of  nobility.  6.  Redu<5Hon  of  the  coin.  7.  Augmentation  or  di- 
minution in  the  charges  of  the  tribunals,  or  in  the  authority  of  the? 
minifters  of  peace  and  war.  8.  Creation  of  places,  0.  Order  of 
holding  the  diets  or  dietines.  10.  Alterations  in  the  tribunals. 

II.  Augmentation  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  fenatus-confulta. 

12.  Permiflion  to  the  king  to  purchafe  lands  for  his  fuccefibrs. 

13.  Arrier-ban,  or  fummoning  the  nobles  to  arms. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  unanimity  is  requifite.  See  Loix  et  Conft.  de  la 
Diete  de  1762,  p,  46. 
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that  they  cannot,  by  the  conftitutions  of  1768, 
continue  longer  than  a fortnight.  On  the  fame 
day  in  which  the  two  houfes  affemble  in  the  fe-* 
nate-houfe,  the  queftions  are  to  be  laid  before 
them,  and  the  nuntios  return  immediately  to 
their  own  chamber.  On  the  thirteenth  day,  the 
two  houfes  are  again  united  ; and  on  the  fifteenth, 
the  laws  being  read  and  figured,  the  diet  is  dif- 
folved.  The  molt  extraordinary  characterifcic  in 
the  conftitution  of  Poland,  which  diflinguifhes 
this  government  from  all  others,  both  in  antient 
and  modern  times,  is  the  Liberum  Veto,  or  the 
power  which  each  nuntio  enjoys  in  a free  diet*, 
not  only  like  the  tribunes  of  antient  Rome,  of 
putting  a negative  upon  any  law,  but  even  of 
diffolving  the  aflembly. 

This  privilege  is  not  found  in  any  period  of  the 
Polifh  hiftory,  antecedent  to  the  reign  of  John 
Cafimir.  In  1652,  when  the  diet  of  Warfaw 
was  debating  upon  train  addons  of  the  utmoft 
importance  which  required  a fpeedy  determina- 
tion, Sicinfki,  nuntio  of  Upita  in  Lithuania, 
cried  out,  u I flop  the  proceedings  f.”  Having 
uttered  thefe  words,  he  quitted  the  aflembly, 
and  repairing  to  the  chancellor,  protefted,  that 

* A free  diet,  in  which  unanimity  is  requifite,  is  djftinguijfhed 
from  a diet  of  confederacy,  in  which  ali  buiinefs  is  carried  by  the 
majority, 

f Leng.  Jus  Pub.  v.  II.  p.  215. 
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as  many  acts  had  been  carried  contrary  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  republic,  he  ihould  confider 
it  as  an  infringement  of  the  laws,  if  the  diet  con* 
tinued  to  fit.  The  members  were  thunder  {truck 
at  a proteft  of  this  nature,  hitherto  unknown. 
Warm  debates  took  place  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  continuing  or  diffolving  the  diet;  at 
length,  the  venal  and  difcontented  faction,  who 
fupported  the  proteft,  obtained  the  majority,  and 
the  aflembly  broke  up  in  great  confufion. 

This  tranfadtion  changed  entirely  the  conftitu* 
tion  of  Poland,  and  gave  an  unlimited  fcope  to 
mifrule  and  faction.  The  following  caufes  pro- 
bably induced  the  Poles  to  acquiefce  in  eftabliili- 
ing  the  Liberum  Veto , thus  cafually  introduced. 

It  was  the  intereft  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate, 
particularly  the  great  general,  the  great  treasurer, 
and  great  marihal,  in  whofe  hands  were  veiled 
the  adminiftration  of  the  army,  the  finances, 
and  the  police,  to  abridge  the  fittings  of  the 
diet.  Thefe  great  officers  of  ftate,  being  once 
nominated  by  the  king,  enjoyed  their  appoint- 
ments for  life,  independent  of  his  authority,  and 
liable  to  no  controul  during  the  intervals  of  the 
diets,  to  which  alone  they  were  refponfible. 
This  powerful  body  ftrongly  efpoufed  the  Libe- 
rum Veto ; confeious  that  they  could  eaftly,  and 
at  all  times,  feeure  a nuntio  to  proteft,  and  by 
that  means  elude  all  enquiry  into  their  admini- 
ftration. 
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By  a fundamental  law  of  the  republic,  nobles 
accufed  of  certain  capital  crimes  could  only  be 
brought  to  trial  before  the  diet ; and  as  many 
perfons  hood  under  that  defcription,  all  thefe  and 
their  adherents  favoured  an  expedient  tending  to 
diffolve  the  only  tribunal  by  which  they  could  be 
co nv idled  and  punifhed. 

The  exigencies  of  the  hate,  occafioned  by  the 
continual  wars  in  which  Poland  had  been  engag- 
ed, demanded,  at  this  particular  crifis,  an  im- 
pofition  of  heavy  taxes ; and  as  the  foie  power 
of  levying  pecuniary  aids  refided  in  the  diet,  all 
the  nuntios  who  oppofed  additional  fubhdies,  fe- 
conded  the  propofal  for  ihortening  the  duration 
of  the  affembly. 

The  influence  of  the  great  neighbouring 
powers*  interehed  to  foment  anarchy  and  confu- 
fion  in  the  Polifh  counfels.  Before  this  period, 
if  they  wifbed  to  form  a cabal,  and  carry  any 
point  in  the  national  affembly,  they  were  obliged 
to  fecure  a majority  of  votes  ; but  under  the  new 
arrangement  they  were  able  to  attain  their  end  on 
much  eafier  terms,  and  terminate  any  diet  un- 
friendly to  their  views,  by  the  corruption  of  a 
fmgle  member. 

The  bad  effects  of  the  Liberum  Veto  were  foon 
felt  by  the  nation  to  fuch  an  alarming*  degree,  that 
all  the  members  in  the  diet  of  1670  bound  them- 
felves  by  oath  not  to  exert  it,  and  even  paffed  a 
refolution  that  it  fliould  be  void  of  effect  during 

the 
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the  continuance  of  that  meeting.  Notwith* 
handing  thefe  falutaiy  precautions,  one  Zabor™ 
zifki,  nuntio  from  the  palatinate  of  Bratlau,  in- 
terpofmg  his  negative,  brought  this  very  diet  to 
a premature  diffolution*. 

This  Liberum  Veto  has  been  always  confidered 
by  the  moft  intelligent  Poles  as  one  of  the  princi- 
pal caufes  which  contributed  to  the  decline  of 
their  country.  From  the  aera  of  its  eftablifliment 
public  bufmefs  has  continually  buffered  the  moft 
fatal  interruption ; it  abruptly  broke  up  feven 
diets  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  four  under 
Michael,  feven  under  John  Sobiefki,  and  thirty 
during  the  reigns  of  the  two  Augufti : fo  that, 
within  thefpace  of  1 12  years,  48  diets  have  been 
precipitately  diffolved  by  its  operation ; during 
which  period  Poland  has  continued  aim  oft  with- 
out laws,  without  juftice,  and,  excepting  the 
reign  of  John  Sobiefki,  with  few  fymptoms  of 
military  vigour.  Yet  the  Poles  were  fo  attached 
to  this  pernicious  privilege,  that  in  the  adt  of 
confederacy,  framed  in  1696,  after  the  deceafe 
of  John  Sobiefki,  the  Liberum  Veto  is  called  the 
deareft  and  moft  invaluable  palladium  of  Polifli 
liberty  j\  , > ' 

But  the  Poles,  fenfible  of  the  diforders  arifmsr 
from  the  Liberum  Veto,  would  have  abolifhed  it, 

* Zawodchi  Hilt.  Arcana. 

t Unicum  et  fpecialiffiraum  Jus  Cardinale, 
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had  they  not  been  prevented  by  the  partitioning- 
powers,  and  it  ftill  cxifts  in  its  full  force  #.  It 
ihould  be  obferved,  that  neither  the  king  nor  the 
fenate,  but  only  the  nuntios,  enjoy  the  power  of 
interpofing  this  negative  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  dietf. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  anarchy  attendant  upon 
free  diets  through  the  operation  of  the  Liberum 
Veto , the  Poles  have  lately  had  recourfe  to  diets 
by  confederacy,  which,  though  compofed  of  the 
fame  members,  and  held  under  the  fame 
exterior  forms  as  free  diets,  differ  from  them 
in  the  effential  circumftance  of  determining 
queftions  by  plurality  of  votes.  Thefe  diets  have 

* It  would  appear,  at  firft  fight,  that  by  a regulation  eftablifhed 
in  the  diet  of  1768,  the  exertion  of  the  Liberum  Veto  was  in  fome 
instances  retrained.  “ The  ab  fence  of  a nuntio,  who  has  inter- 
rupted the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  fliall  be  no  hindrance  to  the 
tranladtion  of  treafury  matters.”  Loix  et  Conft.  de  la  Diete  de 
Varfovie,  1768,  p.  5,6.  But  this  reftriction  of  the  Liberum  Veto , in 
effedt,  is  of  no  validity.  For  among  the  cardinal  laws  eftabliflied  by 
the  fame  diet,  it  is  enabled,  “ that  matters  of  fate  cannot  be  pa  fed 
but  by  a free  diet  and  unanimous  content p.  18.  And  again, 
“ that  after  the  treafury  bufmefs,  matters  of  date  fliall  be  brought 
forward,  when  the  oppoftion  of  a fingle  nuntio  fliall  flop  all  pro- 
ceedings p.  56.  And  in  another  place,  it  is  decreed,  that  in  free 
diets,  the  Liberum  Veto  fliall  hold  good  in  all  matters  of  flute  g 
p.  44.  When  we  recoiled!  the  definition  of  fate  matters  (Ch.  7.) 
we  cannot  but  perceive,  that  the  power  of  interpofing  a negative 
dill  effectually  exifis;  yet  any  limitation  is  of  fome  fervice,  as  it 
tends  to  the  introduction  of  order.  Since  1 777,  Several  free  diets 
have  been  convened  ; but  without  effecting  any  material  alteration. 

f Lengnich  fays,  the  Senators  have  the  power  of  breaking  up  the 
diet ; but  lie  adds,  they  never  make  ufe  of  this  privilege ; Jus 
Pub.  II.  p.  46.  which  amounts  to  the  fame  as  not  having  it. 
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Iona*  been  known  to  the  confutation,  and  ufed 
upon  extraordinary  emergencies ; but  within 
thefe  ten  years  have  been  regularly  held  at  the 
ftated  time  for  fummoning  ordinary  diets.  In- 
deed, according  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
Polifh  government,  no  confederacy  ought  to  be 
formed,  excepting  in  defence  of  the  king’s  per- 
fon,  upon  any  foreign  invafion  or  domeftic  con- 
fpiracy,  and  during  an  interregnum  at  the  diets 
of  convocation  and  ele6tion#.  Yet  as  no  other 
means  have  been  found  to  prevent  perpetual  anar- 
chy, the  nation  fubmits  to  an  infringement  of 
the  conftitution,  which  operates  for  the  general 
good  j*. 

The  plain  of  Vola,  where  the  kings  of  Poland 
are  elefted,  is  fituated  about  three  miles  from 
the  capital.  In  the  midft  of  the  plain  are  two 
enclofures,  one  for  the  fenate,  and  the  other  for 
the  nuntios.  The  former  is  of  an  oblong  fhape? 
furrounded  by  a kind  of  rampart,  in  the  midft 
of  which  is  erefted,  at  the  time  of  e!e6tion,  a 
temporary  building  of  wood,  called  Jzopa,  co- 
vered at  top  and  open  at  the  fides.  Near  it  is 
the  other  enclofure  for  the  nuntios,  of  a circular 

* It  is  decreed,  however,  by  the  code  of  1768,  that  in  every  diet 
of  convocation,  allftate  matters  mu  ft  pafs  unanimoufly,  p.  58. 

f But  as  it  is  enadted  by  the  diet  of  1768,  that  all  matters  of 
ftate  muft  be  carried  unanimoufly  in  free  diets,  I prefume  that  the 
diets  by  confederacy  only  tranfadt  the  common  bufinefs,  without 
making  any  new  laws,  or  repealing  old  ftatutes. 
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ill  ape,  from  which  it  derives  the  name  of  kola 
or  circle,  within  is  no  building,  the  nuntios  ah 
fembling  in  the  open  air.  When  the  two  cham- 
bers are  joined,  they  meet  within  the  kola ; the 
fenators  chairs  and  the  benches  for  the  nuntios 
being  ranged  in  the  fame  order  as  in  the  fenate- 
houfe  at  Warfaw,  while  the  feat  of  the  primate 
is  placed  in  the  center. 

Upon  the  king’s  dernife  the  regal  authority  is 
veiled  in  the  archbifhop  of  Gnefna  primate  of 
Poland,  as  interrex  or  regent ; he  announces  the 
event  by  circular  letters,  convokes  the  dietines 
and  diets  of  convocation,  and  performs  the 
functions  of  royalty. 

The  diet  of  convocation  is  held  at- Warfaw, 
before  the  diet  of  election,  and  prefided  by  the 
primate,  who  fits  in  an  armed  chair  ftationed 
in  the  middle  of  the  fenate-houfe.  This  diet 


iffues  a6ts  or  ordinances,  arranges  or  changes  the 
form  of  government,  fettles  the  Pacta  Convent  a, 
and  appoints  the  meeting  of  the  diet  of  election. 
The  interval  between  the  death  of  the  king  and 
the  nomination  of  hisfucceffor  is  uncertain,  the 
duration  depending  upon  the  cabals  of  the  can- 
didates, or  the  pleaflire  of  thole  foreign  powers, 
who  give  law  to  Poland.  It  is  always  a ftate  of 
turbulence  and  licentioufnefs,  the  kingdom  is 


divided  into  parties  and  factions,  juftice  is  fuf- 
pended,  and  the  nobles  commit  every  diforder 

with  impunity. 
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Unanimity # being  requifite  in  all  matters  of 
ftate,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  delays  and  in* 
trigues,  the  influence  and  corruption,  employed 
to  o’ain  the  members  in  the  diet  of  convocation. 

O 

Ail  the  points  being  adjufted,  whether  the  adts 
have  paffed  unanimoufly  or  otherwife,  the  mem- 
bers, before  their  feparation,  form  a general  con- 
federacy to  fupport  the  refolutions  of  the  diet. 

At  the  appointed  day  the  diet  of  election  is 
alfe m bled,  during  which  Warfaw  and  its  envi- 
rons is  a fcene  of  confufion,  and  frequently  of 
blooddied.  The  chief  nobility  have  large  bo- 
dies of  troops  in  their  fervice,  and  repair  to  the 
diet  attended  by  numerous  vaffals  and  a retinue 
of  domeftics ; while  each  petty  baron,  who  can 
afford  to  maintain  them,  parades  about  with  his 
retainers  and  haves. 

On  the  dav  in  which  the  diet  of  election  is 
opened,  the  primate,  fenate,  and  nobility,  re- 
pair to  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  to  hear  mafs 
and  afermon;  from  whence  they  proceed  in  due 
order  to  the  plain  of  Vola.  The  fenators  enter 
the  fzopa , and  the  nuntios  take  their  places 
within  the  kola ; while  the  other  nobles  are  fta- 

X 

* This  unanimity,  i a fact,  does  not  exiftj  for  the  ftrongeft:  fide 
forces  the  weaker  to  accede  or  to  retire.  Yet  in  the  diet  of  1768 
It  was  enadted,  that  in  the  diets  of  convocation  ftate  queftions 
could  only  be  carried  unanimoufly.  Several  diets  of  convocation 
have  been  frequently  aflembled  before,  all  the  affairs  could  be  finally 
arranged.  „ 
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tioned  in  the  plain.  The  fenate  and  nuntios, 
after  paffing  their  refpeclive  refolutions,  as  in  the 
ordinary  diets,  affemble  in  the  kola,  when  the 
primate  lays  before  them  the  objefts  for  confix 
deration ; the  Pacta  Comenta , fettled  at  the 
diet  of  convocation,  are  confirmed,  all  neceffary 
arrangements  made,  and  the  day  of  eledtion  ap- 
pointed. The  diet  then  gives  audience  to  the  fo- 
reign minifters,  who  are  permitted  by  recom- 
mendation to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  a king, 
and  to  the  advocates  of  the  feveral  candidates. 
All  thefe  affairs  occupy  feveral  days  ; and  would 
never  be  terminated,  if  the  affembly  was  not 
overawed  by  the  foreign  troops,  who  are  always 
quartered  near  the  plain  of  eledtion. 

On  thedav  of  election,  the  fenate  and  nuntios 
affemble  in  the  kola , while  the  nobles  are  ranged 
in  the  open  field  in  feparate  bodies,  under  the 
ftandards  of  their  rcfpeefive  palatinates,  and  led  by 
the  principal  officers  of  each  diftridt  on  horfe- 
back.  The  primate,  after  declaring  the  names  of 
the  candidates,  kneels  down  and  chants  a hymn ; 
the  fenators  and  nuntios  join  the  gentry  of  their 
refpedtive  palatinates  ; and  the  primate,  on  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a carriage,  goes  round  the  plain  to 
the  different  bodies  of  the  gentry,  and,  having 
collected  the  votes,  proclaims  the  fuccefsful  cam 
did  ate. 

On  the  following  day  the  fenate  and  nuntios 
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return  to  the  plain ; the  fuccefsful  candidate  is 
again  proclaimed,  and  a deputy  dilpatchcd  to 
acquaint  him  of  his  election,  as  no  candidate  is 
allowed  to  be  prefent.  After  the  proclamation, 
the  nobles  retire  ; and  the  diet,  having  appoint* 
ed  the  diet  of  coronation,  is  dilfolved. 

All  elections  are  contefled ; not  indeed  upon 

* ^ 

the  fpot ; for  the  terror  of  a neighbouring  army 
compels  the  nobles  to  appear  unanimous.  But 
the  parties  who  diffent,  retiring  from  the  plain, 
remonltrate ; and  if  they  are  fufficiently  ftrong, 
a civil  war  enfucs.  Indeed  the  confufion,  difor- 
der,  and  bloodfhed,  which  formerly  attended 
thefe  popular  elections,  would  ftill  be  renewed,  if 
it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  foreign  troops. 

/i 

Thus  the  country  draws  fome  advantage  from  an 
evil  which  the  Poles  confider  as  the  di  fur  ace  of 

every  election. 
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Finances  and  taxes  of  Poland.— Revenue  of  the  king. — Commerce. 
—General  exports  and  imports.-— Low  ftate  of  trade.— -Failure  of 
the  plan  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Dnielfer. — Navigation 
of  the  Notez. — Military  eftabiilhment. — Corps  of  Ulans. — State 
of  the  army.— Confederacies.— Ruffian  troops. 


N extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  diet 


of  1768,  will  drew  the  annual  receipts  and 
difburfements  before  the  partition  : “ The  annual 
revenues  of  the  treafury  of  the  crown*,  amount 
to  10, 748,245  florins  (£.298,562).  The  ex« 
pences  to  17,050,000.  (£.473, 611).  An  increafe 
of  the  revenues,  therefore,  is  neceffary,  fufficient 
to  anfwer  the  excefs  of  the  expences  above  the 
receipts,  namely,  6,301,755  florins  (£.  175,048); 
but  as  part  of  the  ancient  revenues  muft  be  abo« 
li£hed5  the  new  taxes  fhould  yield  10,236,73  7 
orins  (£.  284,353). 

f The  treafury  of  Lithuania  produces  the  an- 
Ifumof  3,646,628  (£.  101,295):  the  expences 
nit  to  6,478,142  (£.179,948).  The  reve- 


therefore  muft  he  augmented  2,831,514 
.653).  But  as  fome  ancient  impofts  muft 

# Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithuania* 
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be  abolifhed,  the  new  taxes  ihould  yield 
4/250,481  (£.1  18,068)*” 

Poland,  by  the  late  difmemberment,  loft  nearly 
half  the  annual  income;  namely,  the  reve- 
nues of  the  ftarofties  now  occupied  by  the  parti- 
tioning powers,  the  duties  f upon  merchandize 
fent  down  the  Viftula  to  Dantzic,  and  the  profits 
of  the  fait  mines  in  Auftrian  Poland,  of  which 
thofe  of  Wielitfka  J alone  amounted  to  3,500,000, 
Polilh  florins  (£.97,222). 

To  fupply  this  deficiency,  the  diet  of  1775 
new  modelled  the  taxes,  and  made  fuch  augmen- 
tations as  rendered  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
equal  to  its  amount  before  the  difmemberment. 

The  principal  articles  of  revenue  are : 

Poll-tax  of  the  Jews.  Each  Jew,  both  male 
and  female,  infant  and  adult,  pa}^s  three  Polilh 
florins,  or  about  is.  helper  annum . 

A fourth  of  the  ftarofties,  or  great  fiefs  of  the 
crown.  By  the  late  change  of  government,  the 
produce  of  thefe  ftarofties,  after  the  demife  of 
the  perfons  now  enjoying  them,  and  of  thofe 
who  have  the  reveifion,  will  be  wholly  appro- 
priated to  the  expences  of  government. 

Excife  of  beer,  mead,  and  fpintuous  liquors 
diftilled  from  corn. 


* Loix  et  Conft.  de  la  Diete  de  r'768,  p.  70. 
t The  greateft  part  of  thefe  duties  are  now  paid  to  the  king  of 
Praflia. 


% See  Book  II,  Chapter  2. 
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Monopoly1  of  tobacco,  and  different  duties 
upon  importation  and  exportation.  Formerly 
all  the  nobles  were  permitted  to  import  and  ex- 
port  foreign  merchandize  free  of  duty,  a privi- 
lege which  almoft  abforbed  the  profits  of  the  tax. 
In  177-5  this  right  was  abolifhed,  and  all  im- 
ported and  exported  commodities  now  pay  duty. 
From  the  great  quantity  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures introduced  into  Poland,  chiefly  for  the  ufe 
of  the  nobility,  this  alteration  makes  a confi- 
derable  addition  to  the  revenues. 

Tax  upon  chimnies.  This  tax,  confined  to 
Lithuania,  before  the  partition,  was,  in  1 7 7*5, 
rendered  general,  and  confiderably  augment- 
ed : it  is  the  moft  profitable  of  all  the  taxes,  but 
lies  very  heavy  upon  the  lower  orders*.  The 
peafants  pay  no  other  tax  to  government,  and 
confi  dering  their  poverty,  and  the  oppreffion  of 
their  lords,  this  addition  is  more  than  they  can 
well  fupport. 

Thefe  impofts  amount  to  1 1,628,46 1 florins,  or 
£.  323,0 1 2 fterling. 

The  king  received  before  the  partition  a net 

* Each  chimney  is  aflefled  in  the  following  proportion:  In  pa- 
laces, or  houfes  of  the  chief  nobility,  at  16  Polilh  florins  per  ann, 
~ about  8s.  2 id.  ; houfes  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Warfaw 
at  1 5 — 7 s.  yd. ; other  brick  houfes  from  10  to  14  = from  5/.  J\d^ 
to  7 s.  .3 1 d. , wooden  houfes  from  6 to  8 = from  3 s.  4 d.  to  4s.  6 \ d. ; 
belt  houfes  in  other  large  towns  12  = 6n  8d.  y in  the  fmall  towns 
and  villages  from  6 to  8 — 3 s.  4 d.  to  4/.  6 i d.  j peafants  cottages 
from  5 to  7 = 2 s.  9 1 d.  to  4 s. 
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revenue  of  7,000,000  Polifh  florins  (£.  194, 5oo) 
arifing  from  the  royal  demefnes  and  the  profits  of 
the  fait- works.  To  indemnify  him  for  the  lofs 
of  the  falt-works,  and  the  demefnes  fituated  in 
the  difmembered  provinces,  he  draws  from  the 
public  treafury  2,666,666  florins  (£.74,074) 
which,  in  addition  to  the  remaining  royal  de- 
mefnes, and  feme  flarofties  granted  for  his  ufe, 
make  his  prefent  income  the  fame  as  before  the 
difmemberment.  From  this  income  he  only  pays 
his  houfhold  expences;  the  falary  of  the  great 
officers  of  hate,  and  the  other  general  expences 
being  fupplied  from  the  public  fund.  The  whole 
revenue  of  government,  including  the  royal  de- 
mefnes and  flarofties  lately  granted  to  the  king, 
amounts  to  15,961,79a  florins  (£.443,938)  and 
by  fubftradi ing  the  2,666,666  florins  appropriated 
to  the  king’s  privy  purfe,  there  remains  for  the 
fupport  of  the  army,  the  falaries  of  the  great 
officers  of  ftate,  and  other  general  charges, 
13,295,129  florins  (£.  369,864)  a fum  apparently 
unequal  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  defigned* 
Y et  it  was  nearly  adequate  to  the  ordinary  cur- 
rent expences  : for  the  regular  army  is  fmall,  the 
great  officers  of  ftate  are  amply  rewarded  with 
the  royal  fiefs,  which  are  numerous  and  profit- 
able ; each  palatinate  pays  its  own  officers  from 
its  private  treafury  ; while  the  judges,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  and  other  civil  officers  who  enjoy 
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territorial  jurifdiction,  may  enrich  themfelves 
fufficiently  by  extortion  without  a Hilary  #. 

Poland  contains  fevcial  navigable  rivers,  which 
flow  in  all  directions,  and  convey  its  exports  to 
the  havens  of  the  Baltic.  By  means  of  the  Yif- 
tula  and  the  tributary  rivers,  the  productions  of 
the  palatinates  of  Cracow,  Lublin,  and  Mafovia, 
are  lent  to  Thorn  and  Dantzic.  By  the  Niemen 
the  commodities  of  Lithuania  are  tranfported  to 
Memmel,  and  by  the  Duna  thofe  of  Eaftern 
Lithuania  and  White  Ruffia  to  Riga.  The  chief 
exports  are  all  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp,  flax,  cat- 
tie,  mafts,  planks,  timber  for  fliip-building, 

* Since  this  was  written  a material  change  took  place  in  the 
finances,  and  both  the  receipt  and  expenditure  were  confiderably 
augmented.  The  following  ftatement  of  the  finances  was  given  by 


count  Mofynfki,  grand  fecretary  of  Lithuania,  in 
fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  19th  of  April  1790  ? 

his  celebrated 

R E C 
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Ancient  taxes. 

New  taxes. 

Amount. 

Florins. 

Florins. 

Florins. 

Poland  - - 14,557045 

J3,68o,i6i 

28,237,306 

Lithuania  - 5,014,682 

4,325,248 

9>339>93Q 

Total  - 19,571,827 

18,005,409 

3 7>577>zfi 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

The  civil  lilt, 
deducting  the  ex- 
pences  of  the 
council. 

The  military 
eftablifhment  of 
65,074  men. 

Sums. 

Poland  - - 6,263.246 

23,546,442 

29,80 9,688  , 

Lithuania  - 2,887,914 

9,875,222 

1 2,763, 1 36. 

Total  - 9,151,160 

33.421.664 

42,572.824 
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pitch  and  tar,  honey,  wax,  tallow,  pot-afh,  and 
leather:  the  imports  are  foreign  wines,  cloths* 
huffs,  manufactured  filks  and  cotton,  fine  linen, 
hardware,  tin,  copper,  filver  and  gold,  glafs 
ware,  and  furs. 

From  the  various  productions  and  great  ferti- 
lity of  the  foil,  the  trade  might  he  carried  to  a 
confiderable  height;  but  many  caufes  tend  to 
fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  The  nobles  are 
degraded  if  they  engage  in  traffic.  The  burghers 
of  the  large  towns  are  not  fufficiently  rich  to 
eftabl-ifh  manufactories,  and  either  through  want 
of  induftry,  or  dread  of  exceffive  extortions 
from  the#  principal  nobility,  leave  the  retail- 
trade  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  and  Jews, 
The  inhabitants  of  the  final!  towns,  who  are 
expofed  to  greater  oppreffions,  are  ftill  more  dis- 
qualified from  purfuing  any  branch  of  commerce. 
The  peafants  being  flaves,  and  the  property  of 
their  mailer,  cannot  remove  from  the  place  of 
their  nativity  without  his  confent.  John  Albert, 
obferving  that  commerce  could  never  flourifh 
while  this  reftriction  fubfifted,  enacted,  that  one 
peafantin  a family  fliouldbe  permitted  to  quit  his 
village,  either  for  the  purpofe  of  trade  or  litera- 
ture ; but  the  claufe,  by  which  they  were  en- 
joined to  obtain  the  confent  of  the  lord,  friif- 
trated  the  purpofe  of  this  excellent  law*' 


* Stat,  Reg,  Pol,  p,  169, 
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As  the  Poles  draw  from  foreign  countries  the 
greater  part  of  the  manufactured  goods  neceffary 
for  interior  confumption,  the  fpecie  which  is  ex- 
ported exceeds  the  imported  more  than  20,000,000 
Polifh  florins,  or  £.555,555.  , 

Poland  has  been  called  the  granary  of  the 
North ; an  appellation  derived  rather  from  the  for- 
mer than  from  the  prefent  produce.  For  the  lands 
not  being  fufficiently  cultivated,  the  exportation 

of  corn  is  not  anfwerable  to  the  nature  of 

* 

the  foil,  or  the  extent  of  its  provinces,  which, 
if  properly  improved,  would  be  capable  of  fup~ 
plying  half  Europe  with  grain.  Several  palati- 
nates in  Poland,  particularly  Podolia  and  Kiovia, 
are  well  fuited  to  the  production  of  grain; 
though  many  parts  of  thefe  provinces  remain  un- 
cultivated, yet  the  portion  in  tillage  yields  a 
greater  fupply  than  is  necclfary  for  the  confump- 
tion of  the  inhabitants.  The  only  method  of 
employing  the  overplus  is  to  extract  from  it  a 
fpirituous  liquor.  But  an  ingenious  Polifh  au- 
thor* lias  drown,  that  the  two  provinces  might 
fend  their  corn  down  the  Dniefter  through 
Turkifli  Moldavia,  and  open  an  intercourfe  with 
the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  a project  formerly  in 

• M.  de  Wiebitfki,  a Polifh  gentleman  of  great  learning  and 
information.  The  treatife  alluded  to  in  this  and  other  places  of: 
this  work,  is  written  in  the  Polifh  language,  and  called  Patriotic 
Letters,  addreffed  to  the  Chancellor  Zamoifki. 
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agitation.  During  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  Au - 
gudus,  Cardinal  Commandon,  in  travelling 
through  Podolia,  fil’d  fuggeded  the  meafure ; 
and  Sigifmond,  having  obtained  the  concurrence 
of  the  grand  Signor,  difpatclied  fome  Poles  to 
explore  the  date  of  the  Dnieper.  But  the  fur- 
veyors  meeting  with  fome  impediments  from 
rocks  and  fand-banks,  declared,  without  further 
examination,  that  the  river  was  not  navigable, 
and  though  Commandon  reprefented  to  the  king, 
that  the  obdacles  might,  without  great  difficul- 
ty, be  furmounted;  yet  the  project  was  pod- 
poned,  and  never  revived  A 

The  fame  judicious  author  j',  in  touching  upon 
this  fubjeci,  laments  the  ignorance  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  ridicules  their  precipitation  in 
abandoning  a plan  fo  favourable  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  commerce.  lie  thews,  that  the 
inattention  of  the  Poles  to  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  their  country  has  been  exemplified  in  a 
fimilar  indance.  By  means  of  the  Notez,  a 
river  of  Great  Poland,  which  falls  into  the  Oder, 
the  Poles  might  convey  grain  into  Silefia,  and 
down  the  Oder  into  other  parts  of  Germany  ; 
but  they  never  attempted  the  navigation,  from 
an  ill-founded  perfuafion  of  its  not  being  prac- 
ticable. No  fooner,  however,  had  the  king  of 
Pruffia  acquired  poffeffion  of  the  country  wa- 

* Vie  de  Ccmrnandclji.  f M.  de  Wiebitiki. 

tere'd 


« 


¥ o l A sr  i>. 


fe.  i< 


96 


tercd  by  the  Notez,  than  it  was  inftantly  co- 
hered with  veffels. 

The  ting  has  a corps  of  near  1,000  troops  in 
his  own  pay,  confiding  chiefly  of  Ulans,  or 
light  horfe,  who  furnifh  alternately  his  efcort. 
Thefe  Ulans  are  chiefly  Tartars,  many  of  them 
Mahometans,  and  are  diftinguifhed  for  their 
fidelity.  The  corps  is  compofed  of  gentlemen 
and  vaffals,  who  all  form  in  fquadron  together, 
but  are  differently  armed ; they  indifcrirni- 
irately  carry  both  fibres  and  piftols,  the  gentle- 
men only  bear  lances  of  about  ten  feet  long,  the 
others  are  armed  with  carabines.  Their  drefs  is 
a high  fur  cap,  a green  and  red  jacket,  panta- 
loons of  the  fame  colour,  and  a petticoat  of 
white  cloth  defeending*  to  the  knee.  Their 
lances,  which  are  decorated  with  a long  fwallow- 
tail  flag  of  black  and  red  cloth,  are  fhorter  and 

weaker  than  thole  of  the  Aufh-ian  Croats ; but 

/ 

they  carry  and  ufe  them  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  with  no  lefs  dexterity.  The  men,  though 
of  different  fizes,  teemed  well  grown.  Their 
liorfes  were  about  fourteen  hands  high,  of  re- 
markable fpirit,  with  great  ftrength  of  lb  Guide r. 
Poland  is  much  efteemed  for  its  liorfes  ; and 
the  king  of  PruiTia  procures  his  light  cavalry 
from  this  country ; the  breed,  however,  has 
been  almoit  ruined  during  the  late  civil  wars, 
and  the  nobility  are  now  chiefly  fuppiied  from 
Tartary. 
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The  armies  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  are  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  feparately  command- 
ed by  the  refpective  great  generals.  In  time  of  war 
the  king  in  perfon  may  lead  the  forces  of  the  re- 
public. Formerly  the  power  of  tliefe  great  ge- 
nerals was  uncontrouled,  excepting  by  the  diet, 
to  which  alone  they  were  amenable.  Their  enor- 
mous authority,  however,  underwent  fome  limb- 
tation  in  1768,  by  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee of  war,  of  which  they  are  perpetual  p re  fi- 
de nts,  and  was  ftill  further  circumfcribed  by  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  military  department  in  the 
permanent  council. 

State  of  the  Poliilr  Army,  in  1778. 

‘ . I : 1 ' . • ■ c ' v { ' , 

Troops  of  Poland. 


\ 


Complement. 

Effective  men. 

Wanting. 

Staff  officers  - 27 

27 

Cavalry  4997 

4708 

289 

Infantry,  including  artillery  7286 

6703 

^ n 
00 

Total  of  P oland  12310 

H438 

8/2 

Armv  of  Lithuania. 

j 

Staff  officers  - 25 

25 

Cavalry  - 2670 

2497 

Infantry,  including  artillery  4770 

/#  * 

4465 

305 

Total  of  Lithuania  7465 

6987 

4?S 

Total  of  the  Polifli  and  Lithuanian 

troops. 

1 9775 

18425 

1350* 

; T t C f . ■ ' 

* In  179°>  when  the  Poles  were  preparing  to  efeblifh 

a new  con- 

ftifution,  and  to  render  themfelves  independent  of  foreign  powers. 

their  army  is  feted  by  count  Mofynfki  to  confift  of  65^ 

574  men. 
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The  handing  army  being  fo  inconfiderable, 
the  defence  of  the  country,  in  cafe  of  invafion, 
is  committed  to  the  gentry,  who  are  aifembled 
by  regular  fummons  from  the  king,  with  the 
confent  of  the  diet.  Every  palatinate  is  divided 
into  diftrifta,  under  proper  officers,  and  every  per- 
fon  polfeffing  free  and  noble  tenures  is  bound  to 

military  fervice,  either  fmgly  or  at  the  head  of 

>» 

a certain  number  of  his  retainers,  according  to 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  poffeffions.  The 
troops  thus  aifembled  are  obliged  only  to  ferve 
for  a limited  time  ; and  are  not  under  the  rieeeffi 
fity  of  marching  beyond  the  limits  of  their  coun- 
try, The  mode  of  levying  and  maintaining  this 
army  is  exactly  fimilar  to  that  pradtifed  under 
the  feudal  fyftern.  At  prefent,  though  almoft 
unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  repelling  a foreign  ene- 
my, it  is  yet  a powerful  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  domeftic  faction  ; for  the  expedition  with 
which  it  is  railed  under  the  feudal  regulations* 
facilitates  the  formation  of  thofe  dangerous 
confederacies,  which  ftart  up  on  the  contefted 
election  of  a fovereign,  or  whenever  the  nobles 
are  at  variance  with  each  other. 

There  are  two  forts  of  confederacies.  The 
firft  are  thofe  formed  with  the  confent  of  the 
king,  fenate,  or  equeftrian  order,  aifembled  in  the 
diet ; by  which  the  whole  nation  confederates 
lox  the  good  of  the  country.  The  fecond  are  the 

confederacies 
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confederacies  of  the  feveral  palatinates,  which 
unite  for  the  purpofe  of  redreffing  grievances, 
or  rernon  ft  rating  againft  encroachments  of  the 
fovereign  power.  Thefe  may  be  particular,  or 
general,  and  are  ufiially  the  forerunners  of  a ci- 
vil war.  The  general  confederacy,  which  is  al- 
ways in  opposition  to  the  king,  is  called  Rokoz, 
and  formed  by  the  union  of  the  particular  con- 
federacies. As  every  Poli/li  gentleman  has  a 
fight  to  maintain  as  many  troops  as  he  chutes, 
each  palatinate  is  the  fcene  of  occafional  difputesl 
and  petty  contentions  between  the  principal 
nobles,  and  fometimes  even  between  their  ref- 
pebtive  retainers. 

The  Ruffian  troops  have  been  fo  long  quar- 
tered in  this  country,  that  they  may  almoft  be 
confidered  as  forming  part  of  the  national  ar- 
my. The  whole  kingdom  is  entirely  under  the 
prote6tion,  or,  in  other  words,  under  the  power  of 
the  enlprefs,  who  rules  over  it  with  the  fame  un- 
bounded  authority  as  over  one  of  her  own  pro- 
vinces. The  king  is  in  effect  little  more  than  a 
Viceroy;  while  the  Ruffian  embaffador  has  the 
teal  fovereignty,  and  regulates  all  the  affairs  of 


. the  kingdom  according  to  the  direction  of  his 

£ 

court.  The  emprefs  maintains  within  the  coun- 
try about  10,000  foldiers.  Every  garrifon  is 
compofed  of  Ruffian  and  native  troops;  a thou- 
fand  of  the.  former  are  ftationed  at  Warfaw,  and 
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each  gate  of  the  town  is  guarded  by  a Ruffian 
and  Polifli  centinel.  The  Ruffian  troops  hold 
the  nobles  in  fubjeclion,  and  for  the  prefent 
prevent  internal  feuds  and  commotions.  But  when 
Poland  (if  ever  that  event  ffiould  happen)  is 
again  left  to  herfelf,  the  fame  fury  of  contending 
parties,  now  {mothered,  but  not  annihilated, 
will  probably  break  out  with  redoubled  fury, 
and  again  generate  thofe  difturbances  which 
have  long  convulfed  this  unhappy  kingdom ; 
and  to  what  a wretched  l'tate  is  that  country  re- 
duced, which  owes  its  tranquillity  to  the  inters 
pofition  of  a foreign  army  ! 


j 
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Wretched  Hate  of  Poland.— Divifion  of  the  inhabitants  into  nobles 
or  gentiy,  clergy,  burghers,  and  peafants.- — -State  of  vaffalage.—^ 
Inftances  of  a few  nobles  who  have  given  liberty  to  their  pea- 
fants.— Advantages  refulting  from  that  praft  ice, —Jews. — Popu» 
lation  of  Poland. 

POLISH  liberty  may  be  confidered  as  the 
fource  of  Polifh  wretchednefs,  and  Poland 
appears  to  be  of  all  countries,  the  mod  diftreffed. 
Nor  indeed  do  the  natives  themfelves  attempt 
to  palliate  or  deny  this  melancholy  fact.  Ex- 
preffing  my  furprife  at  one  inftance  of  the  abufe 
of  liberty,  to  which  I had  been  myfelf  a wit- 
nefs,  to  a perfonage  * well  verfed  in  the  laws  of 
the  country,  he  returned  for  anfwer,  “ If  you 
knew  the  confufion  and  anarchy  of  our  eonfti- 
tution,  you  would  he  furpnfed  at  nothing : many 
grievances  necelfarily  exiil  even  in  the  heft  re- 
gulated hates  ; what  then  muft  be  the  cafe  in 
ours,  which  of  all  governments  Is  tlie  mod  de~ 
teftable  ? Another  lamenting  the  dreadful  iitu- 
ation  of  his  country,  laid  to  me,  “ The  name  of 
Poland  ftill  remains,  hut  the  nation  no  longer 
exifts:  univerfal  corruption  and  venality  pervade 
all  ranks  of  people.  Many  of  the  ludt  nobility 
do  not  blulh  to  receive  penfions  from  foreign 

* The  king. 
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courts ; one  profeffes  himfelf  publicly  an  Auftrian, 
a fecond  a Prufhan,  a third  a Frenchman,  and  a 
fourth  a Ruffian.” 

k 1 ; ) • , 

The  prefent  fituation  of  the  Poliih  nation  im~ 
preffecl  my  mind  with  pathetic  ideas  of  fallen 
greatnefs  ; and  1 could  not  behold,  without  a 
mixture  of  regret  and  fympathy,  a people,  who  for- 
merly gave  law  to  the  north,  reduced  to  fo  low 
a hate  of  weaknefs  and  mifery.  The  nation  has 
few  manufactures,  fcarcely  any  commerce  ; a 
king  aim  oft  without  authority  ; the  nobles  in  a 
hate  of  uncontrouled  anarchy ; the  peafants 
groaning  under  a yoke  of  feudal  defpotifm  worfe 
than  the  tyranny  of  an  abfolute  monarch.  I ne- 
ver before  obferved  fuch  an  inequality  of  for- 
tune, fuch  afudden  tranfition  from  extreme  riches 
to  extreme  poverty ; wherever  I turned  my 
eyes,  luxury  and  wretchednefs  were  conftant 
neighbours. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are  nobles,  clergy, 
citizens,  and  peafants. 

We  fhould  be  greatly  deceived  if  we  were  to, 
underhand  the  word  noble  in  our  fenle  of  that 
term.  By  the  laws  of  Poland,  a noble  is  a per- 


ton  who  poffeffes  a freehold  # eftate,  or  who  can 


b 


prove 


# Some  citizens  have  the  right  of  pojTeffing  lands  within  a league, 
of  the  town  which  they  inhabit ; but  thefe  lands  are  not  free  and 
noble,  and  are  always  diftinguilhed  from  the  freeholds  of  the  no- 
bles; the  latter  are  called  in  the  ftatute  law  terr  'igena’y  or  earth-born. 
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prove  his  defcent  from  anceftors  formerly  poh 
feffing  a freehold,  following  no  trade  or  com- 
merce, and  at  liberty  to  chufe  the  place  of  his 
habitation.  This  defer iption  includes  all  per- 
fons  above  burghers  and  peafants.  . The  mem- 
bers of  this  body  below  the  rank  of  fenators  are 
called,  in  a collective  hate,  the  equeftrian  order, 
and  in  their  individual  capacities,  nobles,  gen- 
tlemen, freemen,  or  land -holders,  which  appella- 
tions are  fynonymous. 

All  the  nobles  or  gentry  are,  in  the  ftrict  letter 
of  the  law,  equal  by  birth  ; fo  that  honours  and 
titles  are  fuppofed  to  add  nothing  to  their  real 
dignity  By  means  of  their  reprefentatives  in 
the  diet,  they  have  a fliare  in  the  legillative  au- 
thority ; in  fome  cafes,  as  in  the  election  of  a 
king,  they  affemble  in  perfon;  each  noble  is  ca- 
pable of  being  elected  a nuntio,  of  bearing  the 
office  of  a fenator,  and  of  prefenting  himfelf  as 
a candidate  on  a vacancy  of  the  throne.  No 
noble  can  be  arrefted  without  previous  conviction, 
except  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  murder,  and  rob- 
bery on  the  highway,  and  then  muff:  be  taken 

free  to  live  where  they  pleafe,  to  diilinguilli  them  from  perfons  ne- 
cefiarily  inhabiting  towns,  a true  feudal  diftindlion.  They  are  alfo 
ftyled  indigene  or  natives,  and  concaves  or  fellow-citizens  of  the  re- 
public. Leng.  Jus  Pub.  I.  p.  297. 

* It  is  particularly  fHpulated,  that  titles  give  no  precedence  $ 
which  is  called  in  the  Padfa  Conventa  of  Auguftus  III.  “ Ju.s 
^qualitatis  inter  cives  regni,”  &c. 


in 
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in  the  fach  The  definition  of  a noble  being  thus 
applied  not  only  to  perfons  actually  poffef- 
fing  land,  but  even  to  the  defeendants  of  land- 
holders,  comprehends  fo  large  a body  of  men, 
that  many  are  in  a ftate  of  extreme  indigence ; 
and  as  they  lofe  their  nobility  if  they  follow 
trade  or  commerce,  the  mo  ft  needy  generally  de- 
vote themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  richer  no- 
bles, who,  like  the  old  feudal  barons,  are  con- 
ftantly  attended  by  numerous  retainers.  As  ail 
nobles,  without  diftin&ion,  enjoy  the  right  of 
voting,'  as  well  for  the  choice  of  nuntios,  as  at 
the  eledtion  of  a king,  their  poverty  and  their 
number  are  frequently  productive  of  great  incon- 
venience. Hence  the  king,  who  has  juftly  con- 
ceived a great  veneration  for  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,  ineffectually  wifhed  to  introduce  into 
the  new  code  a law  fimilar  to  ours  relating  to 
county  eledtions,  that  no  perfon  fliould  be  enti- 
tled to  a vote  in  the  choice  of  a nunfio  but  thofe 
who  poffefs  a certain  qualification  in  land 

Miciflaus,  the  firff  fovereign  of  Poland  who 


* Connor  mentions  a fimilar  attempt  of  John  Cafimir,  which 
failed  of  fuccefs.  “ King  Cafimir  obferving  the  great  abufes  that 
fpring  from  every  little  gentleman’s  pretended  privilege  to  fit  in  the 
little  diets,  ordered  that  none  fliould  have  a vote  there,  in  eledting  a 
deputy  or  nuntio,  but  fuch  only  as  had  at  lealt  two  hundred  crowps 
a yearj  whereupon  the  palatine  of  Pofnania,  offering  to  put  this 
law  in  execution  in  his  province,  was  not  only  affronted,  but  alio 
narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life.”  Hift.  of  Poland,  v.  II.  p.  104. 
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embraced  Chriftianity,  966,  granted  feveral  im- 
munities and  eftates  to  the  clergy.  His  fucceffors 
and  the  rich  nobles  followed  his  example,  and  the 
wealth  of  this  body  continued  increafing*  from 
roval  and  private  donations,  until  the  diet,  appre- 
henfive  left  in  procefs  of  time  the  greater  part  of 
the  eftates  fhould  pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  cler- 
gy, forbad  by  different  laws,  particularly  in  1669, 
the  alienation  of  lands  to  the  church,  under  pe- 
ii ally  of  forfeiture ; and  feveral  eftates  have  been 
recently  confifcated,  which  were  bellowed  upon 
the  clergy  fince  that  period. 

From  the  time  of  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the 
catholic  religion  by  cardinal  iEgidius,  iiuntio 
from  pope  John  XII.  the  biftiops  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  fenate  as  king’s  counfellors. 
They  were  ufually  appointed  by  the  crown,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope ; but,  fince  the  creation 
of  the  permanent  council,  are  nominated  by  the 
king  from  three  candidates  prefented  by  the 
council : a bifliop  is  of  courfe  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  a fenator.  The  archbifhop  of  Gnef- 
na  is  primate,  the  firft  fenator  in  rank,  and  vice- 
roy during  an  interregnum. 

The  ecclefiaftics  are  all  freemen,  and,  in  lb  me 
particular  inftances,  have  three  own  courts  of 
jufti.ee,  in  which  the  canon  law  is  adminiftered. 
l.  The  confiftprial,  under  the  jurifdidlion  of  each 
bifliop  in  his  diocefe ; 2.  The  metropolitan, 

under 
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under  the  primate,  to  which  an  appeal  lies  from 
the  hi  ill  op’s  court ; 3.  That  of  the  pope’s  nun- 
lio,  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  judicature  within 
the  kingdom,  to  which  an  appeal  may  be  made 
from  the  decifions  of  the  bill  1 op  and  primate. 
In  cafes  of  divorce,  difpenfations  for  marriages, 
and  in  other  inftances,  the  parties,  as  in  .all  ca~ 
tholic  countries,  muft  apply  to  the  pope,  by 
which  means  no  inconiiderable  fum  of  money  is 
drawn  out  of  the  country  by  the  fee  of  Rome*. 

In  moft  civil  affairs  the  clergy  are  amenable 
to  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice.  In  criminal 
caufes,  an  eeclefiaftic  is  arrefted  by  the  civil 
powers,  then  judged  in  the  confiftorv,  and,  if 
convifted,  remitted  to  the  civil  pow  er  for  punifli- 
* 

* The  facility  of  acquiring  divorces  occafions  great  diffolutenefs 
of  morals.  “ I am  almoft  afraid,”  obferves  Mr.  Wraxall,  in  his  en- 
tertaining account  of  the  court  of  Warfaw,  ” to  relate  what  I fee  and 
know  on  this  point,  fo  incredible  it  may  appear.  If  infidelity  to  the 
nuptial  bed  was  alledged  and  proved,  it  might  be  admitted  as  a legi- 
timate caufe  for  reparations  3 but  hardly  any  reafons  are  affigned 
or  required,  except  mutual  incompatibility,  dillike,  or  wearinefs  in 
the  parties.  Women  of  irreproachable  manners  and  conduit,  young, 
beautiful,  and  highly  born,  are  divorced  at  the  end  of  three  or 
four  years  3 of  a year,  nay,  of  a few  months.  Should  it  be  requifite 
to  adduce  inftances  in  fupport  of  my  aflertion,  almoft  every  week 
offers  them  here  in  abundance.”  After  enumerating  feveral  other 
inftances,  he  adds.,  “ In  any  other  country  practices  fo  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  morals,  would  foon  be  prevented.  But  in  Poland 
the  reftraints  of  law,  as  well  as  the  ties  of  honour  and  decorum,  are 
exceedingly  weakened  in  their  operation.”  Wraxall’s  Memoirs  of 
the  Courts  of  Berlin,  Warfaw,  &c.  Vol.II.  109.  no. 
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ment.  A great  ecclefiaftical  abufe, - which  has 
been  abolifhed  in  moft  other  catholic  countries, 
ftill  exifts  in  this  kingdom  : when  the  pope  lends 
a bull  into  Poland,  the  clergy  publilh  and  carry 
it  into  execution,  without  the  approbation  of 
the  civil  power.  Before  1538  ecclefiaftics  were 
allowed  to  hold  civil  employments  ; but  in  that 
year  pr lefts  were  declared  incapable  of  filling  le- 
cular  offices.  They  were  alfo  exempted  from 
paying  taxes  ; but  this  exemption  being  wifely 
abolifhed,  they  are  now  rated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  laity  ; yet  their  contributions  are  not 
called  taxes,  but  charitable  fubfidies. 

The  next  clafs  of  people  are  the  burghers,  in- 
habiting towns,  whofe  privileges  were  formerly 
very  confiderable. 

The  hiftory  of  all  countries,  in  which  the  feu- 
dal fyltem  has  been  eftablifhed,  bears  teflimony 
to  the  pernicious  policy  of  holding  the  lower 
claffes  of  men  in  a ftate  of  llavilh  fubjedlion.  In 
procefs  of  time,  a concurrence  of  caufes  con- 
tributed gradually  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this 
fervitude,  with  regard  to  the  burghers,  in  fever al 
of  the  feudal  kingdoms.  Among  other  circum- 
ftances,  the  moft  favourable  was  the  formation 
pf  cities  into  bodies  politic,  with  the  privilege  of 
exercifmg  municipal  jurifdiction.  This  inftitu- 
tion  took  its  rife  in  Italy,  the  firft  country  in 
Europe  which  emerged  from  barbarifm,  and  was 
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transferred  to  France  and  Germany.  It  was  firfl 
introduced  into  Poland  about  1250,  during  the 
reign  of  Bolefiaus  the  Chafte,  who  being  in- 
flru&ed  in  the  Teutonic  or  German  laws  by  Henry 
the  bearded,  duke  of  Wratiflaw,  granted  firfl:  to 
Cracow,  and  afterwards  to  feveral  other  towns, 
the  privileges  poffeffed  by  the  German  cities. 
This  body  of  rights  is  called  m the  ftatutes  of  Po- 
land Ju$  M a g deb  ur  gicum  et  Teutonicum  ; and 
the  caufe  affigned  for  its  introduction  is,  that  no 
city  could  flourifli  and  in creafe  under  the  feudal 
laws*.  In  the  thirteenth  and  following  eentu- 
lies  the  kings  and  great  barons  built  feveral 
towns,  to  which  they  granted  adiarter  of  in  cor-*- 
poration,  conceived  in  thefe  terms  f ; “ Trans/ero 
hanc  villain  ex  jure  Polonico  in  jus  Teutonicum  ” 
The'  beneficial  tendency  of  this  political  regular 
tion  foon  appeared,  by  a fudden  increafe  of  po- 
pulation and  wealth  ; the  burghers  of  the  prin- 
cipal free  towns  acquired  fuch  a degree  of  im- 
portance and  confideration,  as  to  give  their  af- 
fent  to  treaties,  and  fend  deputies  to  the  national 
affembly  ; a noble  was  not  degraded  by  being  a 
burgher,  and  a burgher  was  capable  of  holding 
an  office  under  the  crown.  A treaty  J concluded 
by  Cafimir  the  Great  with  the  knights  of  the 
Teutonic  order,  was  not  only  figned  by  the  king 
and  the  principal  nobles,  but  alio  by  the  burghers 

* Leng.  Jus  Pub.  p.  524.  -f  Cromer. 
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of  Cracow,  Pofen,  Sandomir,  and  other  towns, 
and  under  the  fame  monarch  Wiernefk  #,  burgo- 
mafter  of  Cracow,  was  fub-marfhal  and  treafurer 
of  the  crown. 

The  burghers  enjoyed  the  privileges  during 
the  Jaghellon  line,  as  appears  from  the  different 
atfts  of  Sigifmond  and  his  fon.  During  the  reign 
of  Siffifmond,  the  nobles  endeavouring  to  exclude 
the  deputies  of  Cracow  from  the  diet,  the  king 
not  only  confirmed  the  right  of  the  city  to  fend 
reprefentatives,  but  even  decreed,  that  the  citi- 
zens were  included  within  the  clafs  of  nojdesf. 

When  the  crown  became  wholly  elective,  the 

Kf  ' 

privileges  of  the  burghers  Differed  encroachments 
at  every  nomination  of  a new  fovereign  ; they 
loft  the  right  of  poffeffing  lands,  excepting  with- 
in a fmall  diftance  of  the  towns,  of  lending  de- 
puties to  the  diets,  and  were  excluded  from  all 
ihare  of  the  legiflative  authority.  As  the  burghers 
were  not  obliged,  by  the  nature  of  their  tenures, 

* Wiernefk  was  fo  rich,  that  in  1363,  when  the  emperor  Charles 
IV.  married  at  Cracow  Elizabeth  grand  daughter  of  Cafimir,  he  gave 
a moll  fumptuous  entertainment  to  his  fovereign,  to  the  emperor.* 
the  kings  of  Hungary,  Denmark,  Cyprus,  and  other  princes,  who 
were  prefent  at  the  marriage  : befide  other  magnificent  gifts  which 
he  bellowed  upon  the  company,  he  prefented  Cafimir  with  a furn 
equal  to  the  portion  of  the  bride.  Cromer,  p.  324. 

•f  Confides  Cracovienfes,  &c.  debere  et  polfe  omnibus  confiliis, 
quibus  alii  nuntii  terrellres  aderunt,  See.  more  folito  confultarh 
Statuta  Pol.  p.  8.  Cracovia  ell  incorporate  et  unita  nobiiitati  y ib. 
terrarumque  civitatumque  nuntii,  p.  353. 
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to  march  againft  the  enemy,  but  only  furnifhed 
arms  and  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  they 
incurred  the  contempt  of  the  warlike  gentry, 
who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  con- 
fidered  all  occupations,  except  that  of  war,  as  be^ 
neath  a freeman,  and  all  perfons,  not  bound  to 
military  fervices,  as  unqualified  for  the  admini- 
fixation  of  public  affairs. 

The  burghers,  however,  ftill  enjoy  a confider- 
able  portion  of  freedom,  and  poftefs  feveral  im- 
munities : they  eledl  their  own  burgo-mafter  and 
council,  regulate  their  interior  police,  and  have 
their  own  criminal  courts  of  juftice,  which  de- 
cide without  appeal.  A burgher,  when  plaintiff 
againft  a noble,  is  obliged  to  carry  the  caufe  into 
the  courts  of  juftice  belonging  to  the  nobles* 
where  the  judgment  is  final;  when  defendant, 
he  muft  be  cited  before  the  magiftiates  of  his 
own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  lies  only  to 
the  kins'  in  the  affefforial  tribunal.  To  this  ex- 
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emption  from  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  nobles, 
though  only  in  onefpecies  of  caufes,  the  burghers 
owe  the  degree  of  independence  which  they  ftill 
retain  * as  without  this  immunity  they  would 
have  long  been  reduced  to  a ftate  of  vaffalage. 

The  peafants  in  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  govern- 
ments, areferfs  or  Haves,  and  the  value  of  an  eftate 
is  not  eftimated  from  its  extent,  but  from  the 
number  of  the  peafants,  who  are  transferred  from 
one  mailer  to  another  like  cattle, 
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The  peafants,  however,  are  not  ail  in  an  equal 
ftate  of  fubje&ion:  they  are  diftinguiflied  into 
two  forts;  1.  German;  2.  Natives, 

l.  During  the  reign  of  Boleflaus  the  Chafte, 
and  more  particularly  in  that  of  Cafimir  the  G reat, 
many  Germans  fettled  in  Poland,  who  were  in- 
dulged  in  the  ufe  of  the  German  laws  *,  and  their 
descendants  ftill  continue  to  enjoy  feveral  privi- 
leges not  poffeffed  by  the  generality  of  Polifli 
peafants.  The  good  effects  of  thefe  privileges 
are  vifible  in  the  general  ftate  of  their  domeftie 
ceconomy;  their  villages  are  better  built,  and 
fields  better  cultivated,  than  thofe  belonging  to 
the  native  Poles ; they  poffefs  more  cattle,  pay 
their  quit-rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  exact- 
nefs,  and  are  cleaner  and  neater  in  their  perfons. 

2 . The  flavery  of  the  Pol  I fn  peafants  is  very 
antient,  and  was  always  extremely  rigorous.  Un- 
til the  time  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord  could  put 
his  peafant  to  death  with  impunity,  and,  when 
the  latter  had  no  children,  confidered  himfelf  as 
heir,  and  feized  all  his  effects.  In  1347,  Cafimir 
prefcribed  a fine  for  the  murder  of  a peafant,  and 
ena6tecl,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe  without  iffue, 
his  next  heir  fhould  inherit  j\  He  alfo  decreed, 
that  a peafant  was  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a freeman, 

« Lubienfki,  p.  108.  Florus  Pal.  p.  j 1 8.  Cromer,  319, 
f SUt,  Pol:  I.  p.  af. 
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But  thefe  and  other  regulations,  by  which  that 
amiable  monarch  endevoured  to  alleviate  the  nd- 
feries  of  the  vaffals,  proved  ineffectual  againft  the 
power  and  tyranny  of  the  nobles,  and  have  beeii 
either  abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law,  which 
gives  the  property  of  a peafant  dying  without 
iffue  to  the  next  of  kin,  was  rendered  nuga- 
tory by  an  old  Polifli  maxim,  “ That  no  Have 
can  carry  on  a ptocefs  againft  his  mafter 
and  even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was  feldom  le- 
vied, on  account  of  the  numerous  difficulties  atx 
tending  the  conviction  of  a noble.  So  far  indeed 
from  being  inclined  to  ibften  the  fervitude  of 
their  vaffals,  the  nobles  have  eftablifhed  it  by 
repeated  ordinances.  An  able  Polifli  writer,  in  a 
benevolent  treatife  # addreffed  to  the  chancellor 
Zamolfki,  obferves,  that  the  ftatutes  Contain 
above  an  hundred  laws  unfavourable  to  the  pea- 
fants*  which  among  other  grievances,  ereCt  fum- 
mary  tribunals  fubjeCt  to  no  appeals,  and  imp  ole 
the  fevereft  penalties  upon  thofe  who  quit  their 
Villa  ges  without  leave.  From  thefe  numerous  and 
rigorous  edicts  to  prevent  the  elopement  of  the 
peafants,  the  fame  humane  author  juftly  infers 
the  extreme  wretchednefs  of  this  opprelfed  clafs 
of  men,  who  cannot  be  detained  in  the  place  of 
their  nativity  but  by  the  terror  of  the  fevereft 
punifhment. 

* Patriotic  Letters* 

The 
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The  native  peafants  may  be  divided  into  two 
forts:  l.  Peafants  of  the  crown;  2,  Peafants  be- 
longing to  individuals. 

l.  Peafants  of  the  crown  are  thofe  who  are 
fettled  in  the  great  fiefs  of  the  kingdom,  or  in 
the  royal  demefnes,  and  are  under  the  jurifdic- 
tions  of  the  ftarofts.  If  the  crowmpeafants  are 
oppreftM  by  thefe  judges,  they  may  lodge  a 
complaint  in  the  royal  courts  of  juftice ; and, 
fhould  the  ftafoft  endeavour  to  obftrudt  the  pro- 
cefs,  the  king  can  order  the  chancellor  to  iffue 
a fafe-condu6t,  taking  the  injured  perfon  under 
liis  protection^  Although  in  moft  cafes  the  cor- 
rupt adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fuperior 
influence  of  the  ftarofts,  prevent  a complainant 
from  obtaining  effectual  reef  refs  even  in  the 
king’s  courts  * yet,  the  very  poffibility  of  pro- 
curing relief  is  fome  check  to  injuftice,  and  fome 
alleviation  of  diftrefs. 

2^  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals  ate  at 
the  abfolute  difpofal  of  their  m after,  and  have’ 
fcarcely  any  pofitive  fecurity,  either  for  their 
properties  or  their  lives.  Until  1768  the  ftatutcs 
of  Poland  exa&ed  only  a fine  from  a lord  who 
killed  his  flave  ; but  in  that  year  a decree  p affect 
by  which  the  murder  of  a peafant  was  a capital  * 
crime ; yet,  as  the  law  requires  fuch  an  accumu- 
lation of  evidence*  as  can  feldoin  be  obtained, 

* The  murderer  muft  be  taken  in  the  fa£t,  which  rhtrft-be  proved 
by  two  gentlemen  or  four  peafants,  otherwife  he  only  pays  a fine. 
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it  has  more  the  appearence  than  the  reality  of 
protection.  : ' 

How  deplorable  muft  be  the  ftate  of  that  conn- 
try,  when  a law  of  fucli  a nature  was  thought 
requifite  to  be  enacted,  yet  is  found  incapable 
of  being  enforced ! The  generality,  indeed,  of 
the  Polifh  nobles  are  not  inclined  either  to  efta- 
blifli  or  give  efficacy  to  any  regulations  in  favour 
of  the  peafants,  whom  they  fcarcely  confider  as 
entitled  to  the  common  rights  of  humanity.  A 
few  nobles,  however,  of  benevolent  hearts  and 
enlightened  underhand ings,  have  acted  upon 
different  principles,  and  given  liberty  to  their 
vaffals.  The  event  has  lliowed  this  projedt  to  be 
no  lefs  judicious  than  humane  ; no  lefs  friendly 
to  their  own  interefts  than  to  the  happinefs  of 
their  peafants  ; for  it  appears  that  in  the  diftridls 
in  which  the  new  arrangement  lias  been  intro- 
duced, the  population  of  the  villages  is  confi- 
derably  increafed,  and  the  incomes  of  the  eftates 
augmented  in  a triple  proportion. 

The  firft  noble  who  granted  freedom  to  his 
peafants  was  Zamoifki,  formerly  great  chancel- 
lor, who  in  1760  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in  the 
palatinate  of  Mafovia.  Thefe  villages  were,  in 
1 777,  vifited  by  the  author  of  the  Patriotic 
Letters,  from  whom  1 received  the  following  in- 
formation: On  infpedling  the  parifii-regifters  of 
births  from  1 7 7 0 to  1760,  that  is,  during  the 
ten  years'  of  flavery  immediately  preceding  their 
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enfranchifement,  he  found  the  births  434  ; iit 
the  firft  ten  years  of  their  freedom,  from  1 760 
to  1770,  620;  and  from  1770  to  the  beginning 
of  1 777,  585.  By  thefe  extracts  it  appeared^ 
that  during  the 

43 
62 

Third  period  - ~ - 77 

If  we  fuppofe  an  improvement  of  this  fort  to 
take  place  throughout  the  kingdom,  how  great 
would  be  the  increafe  of  national  population ! 

The  revenues  of  the  fix  villages,  fmce  their 
enfrancliifement,  have  been  augmented  in  a much 
greater  proportion  than  their  population.  In 
the  ftate  of  vafialage  Zamoilki  was  obliged,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  Poland,  to  build  cot- 
tages and  barns  for  his  peafants,  and  to  furnifii 
them  with  feed,  horfes,  ploughs,  and  every  im- 
plement of  agriculture : fmce  their  enfranchife- 
ment  they  are  become  fo  eafy  in  their  circum- 
fiances,  as  to  provide  themfelves  with  all  thefe 
neceifaries  at  their  own  expence,  and  they  like** 
wife  cheerfully  pay  an  annual  rent  in  lieu  of  the 
manual  labour  formerly  exacted  by  their  matter. 
By  thefe  means  the  receipts  of  this  particular 
eftate  have  been  nearly  tripled. 

On  figning  the  deed  of  enfranchifement  of 
the  fix  villages,  their  benevolent  matter  inti- 
mated fome  apprehenfions  to  the  inhabitants, 
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left,  encouraged  by  tlieir  freedom,  they  lhould 
fall  Into  every  fpecies  of  licentioufnefs,  and  corn- 
mit  more  diforders  than  when  they  were  haves , 
The  fimplicity  and  good  fenfe  of  their  anfwer  is 
remarkable  ; ££  When  we  had  no  other  property,” 
returned  they,  ££  than  the  ftick  which  we  hold 
in  our  hands,  we  were  deftitute  of  all  encourage- 
ment to  a right  conduct,  and,  having  nothing  to 
lofe,  akted  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconft derate 
manner ; but  now  that  our  houfes,  our  lands, 
and  our  cattle,  are  our  own,  the  fear  of  forfeit- 
ing them  will  be  a conftant  reftraint  upon  our 
ahiions.”  The  fmcerity  of  this  affertion  was 
manifefted  by  the  event.  While  they  were  in  a 
ftate  of  fervitude,  Zamoifki  paid  oceafional  fines 
for  diforders  * committed  by  his  peafants,  who,, 
in  a ftate  of  drunkennefs,  would  attack  and 
fometimes  kill  paffengers : fince  their  freedom  he 
has  feidom  received  any  complaints  againft 
them.  Zamoifki,  pleated  with  the  thriving  ftate 
of  the  fix  villages,  has  enfranchifed  the  peafants 
on  all  his  eftates. 

This  example  has  been  followed  by  Chrepto- 
witz,  vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  the 
abb 6 Bryzotowfki,  with  fimijar  fuccefs.  I was 
informed  by  a perfon  who  had  viftted  the  abbe’s 
eft  ate  at  Pawlowo  near  Vilna,  that  the  happy 
countenance  and  comfortable  air  of  thefe  pea- 

# Called,  in  the  Polifh  law,  Pro  incontinentia  fubditorum. 
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fants  made  them  appear  a different  race  of  men 
from  the  wretched  tenants  of  the  neighbouring 
villages.  The  peafants,  penetrated  with  a fenfe 
of  their  mailer’s  kindnefs,  have  ere6ted,  at  their 
own  expence,  a pillar  with  an  inscription  ex- 
preffive  of  their  gratitude  and  affeftion. 

Prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  of  the  king,  has 
warmly  patronized  the  plan  of  giving  liberty  to 
the  peafants.  His  own  good  fenfe  and  natural  hu- 
manity, improved  during  his  refidence  in  England, 
by  a view  of  that  equal  liberty  which  pervades 
every  rank  of  men,  have  raifed  him  above  the 
prejudices  too  prevalent  among  his  countrymen: 
he  has  enfranchifed  four  villages  not  far  from 
Warfaw,  in  which  he  has  not  only  emancipated 
the  peafants  from  their  flavery,  but  even  con- 
defcends  to  direct  their  affairs.  I had  the  ho- 
nour of  holding  feveral  converfations  with  him 
upon  this  fubject : he  explained  to  me,  in  the 
moil  fatisfaclory  manner,  that  the  grant  of  free- 
dom was  no  lefs  advantageous  to  the  lord  than 
to  the  peafant,  provided  he  is  willing  to  fuper- 
intend  their  conduct  for  a few  years  ; for  fuch  is 
the  ignorance  of  the  generality  among  the  boors, 
arifing  from  their  abject  flavery,  and  fo  little 
have  they  been  ufually  left  to  their  own  difcre- 
tion,  that  few  at  firft  are  equal  to  the  proper  ma- 
nagement of  a farm.  From  a conviction  of 
tfrefe  fafits,  the  prince,  whofe  knowledge  and 
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benevolence  1 sTiall  ever  revere,  continues  his  at- 
tention to  their  concerns  : he  vifits  their  cot- 
tages, fuggefts  improvements  in  agriculture,  in- 
ftrufts  them  in  the  mode  of  rearing  cattle  and 
bees,  and  points  out  the  errors  into  which  igno- 
rance and  incapacity  occafionally  betray  them. 

The  example  of  this  prince,  great  by  his  rank, 

* 

but  ftjll  greater  by  his  humanity,  can  fcarcely 
fail  of  producing  its  due  effebt ; efpecially  as  he 
intends  giving  to  the  public  a particular  account 
of  his  arrangements  and  regulations,  and  will 
fhew  how  much  he  has  increafed  the  value  of  his 
eftate  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of  his  peafants* 
Still  the  condition  of  thefe  peafants  is  not  per- 
manent ; for  though  a lord  grants  their  freedom, 
yet  he  cannot  entail  it  upon  them,  as  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  may  again  reduce  them  to  their  original 
ftate  of  vaffalage.  It  is,  however,  in  agitation 
to  fecure  the  perpetuity  of  their  liberty,  when 
they  are  once  rendered  free  ; but  this  meafure  is 
of  fo  delicate  a nature,  that  it  muft  be  intro- 

i 

duced  with  great  caution,  and  can  only  be  the 
gradual  work  of  time, 

In  bating  the  different  claffes  of  inhabitants, 
the  Jews  muft  not  be  omitted.  This  people  date 
their  introduction  into  Poland  about  the  time  of 
Cafnnir  the  Great,  and  as  they  enjoy  privileges 
which  they  fcarcely  poffefs  in  any  other  country, 
excepting  England  and  Holland,  their  numbers 

have 
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have  furprizingly  increafed.  Lengnicli  fays  of 
them,  they  “ monopolize # the  commerce  and 
trade  of  the  country,  keep  the  inns  and  taverns, 
are  ftewards  to  the  nobility,  and  feem  to  have  fo 
much  influence,  that  nothing  can  be  bought  or 
fold  without  the  intervention  of  a Jew.”  Under 
John  Sobiefki  they  were  highly  favoured,  and 
his  adminiflrationwas  invidioufly  called  a Jewifh 
junto:  he  farmed  to  the  Jews  the  royal  de- 
mefnes ; and  placed  fuch  confidence  in  them  as 
raifed  great  difcontents  among  the  nobility. 
After  his  death,  an  antient  law  of  Sigifmond  the 
Firft  was  revived,  and  inferted  in  the  Pafta 
Conventa  of  Auguftus  the  Second,  that  no  Jew 
or  perfon  of  low  birth  fhould  be  capable  of  farm' 
ing  the  royal  revenues. 

In  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir,  Pofen,  8c  c,  the 
Jews  are  permitted  to  fettle,  in  other  places  are 
only  allowed  to  refide  during  the  time  of  fairs,  or 
when  the  dietines  are  affembled ; but  the  laws 
are  feldom  put  in  force  againft  them.  Accord- 
ing to  the  lafl  capitation  there  were  1 66,871 
Jews  in  Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithuania,  who 
paid  the  poll-tax  ; but  this  cannot  be  their  full 
complement,  as  it  is  their  intereft  to  conceal 
the  number  of  their  children  as  much  as  poffi- 
foie.  * ( 

* Pac.  Con.  Aug.  Ill,  p.^28, 

i 4 Before 


B.  I* 


2 20  BOLAND. 

Before  the  late  partition,  Poland  contained 
near  14,000,000  inhabitants and  the  prefent 
population  amounts  to  9,000,000. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that  while 
the  feudal  laws  have  been  gradually  aholifhcd  in 
other  nations,  and  given  place  to  a more  regular 
and  juft  admin iftration,  yet  in  Poland  a variety 
of  circumftances  has  concurred  to  preferve  that 
mixture  of  liberty  and  oppreffion,  order  and 

» 

anarchy,  which  characterized  the  feudal  govern* 
merit.  We  may  eafily  trace  in  this  conftitution 
all  the  ftriking  features  of  that  fyftem  ; an  elec* 
tive  monarchy  with  a circumfcribed  power  ; the 
great  officers  of  ftate  poffeffmg  their  charges  for 
life,  and  independent  of  the  king's  authority  ; 
royal  fiefs 5 the  great  nobility  above  controul ; 

# Bufching  gives  an  eftimate  of  the  population  of  Poland  fince 
the  partition.  Hift.  Mag.  vpl.  XVI.  p.  28. 


Males 

Females 


Ecclefiaftics 
Jews  - - 


( Secular  - - - 18,369' 
j Regular  - - - 10,189  .' 

( Nuns  - - 2,579! 

5 Males  - - - 300,612  7 

1 Females  - - 300,867  3 


4,396,969 

4,298,083 

- 3hiS7 

- 601,479 


Total  number  of  inhabitants  - 9,327,668 


According  to  a flatement  in  the  Hamburgh  Political  Journal  for 
?797>  Poland,  after  the  firft  difmemberment,  contained  7,705,9 72, 
Of  her  population  on  the  final  partition  of  the  whole  country,  in 
1795,  the  Ruffian  diftrift  contained  4,592,544  fouls  j the  Pruffian, 
2,075,686;  the  Auftria^  1,037,742. 
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the  nobles  or  gentry  alone  free  and  poffeffing 
lands ; feudal  tenures,  military  fervices,  and 
territorial  jurifdiftion ; commerce  degrading ; 
op p reffed  condition  of  the  burghers  ; vaffalage 
of  the  peafants.  In  the  courfe  of  this  book  I 
have  mentioned  moft  of  thefe  evils  as  ftill  exift- 
ing  in  Poland,  and  they  may  be  confidered  as 
the  radical  caufes  of  its  decline ; for  they  have 
prevented  the  Poles  from  adopting  thofe  liable 
regulations,  which  tend  to  introduce  order  and 
good  government,  to  augment  commerce,  and 
incneafe  population. 


/ 
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BOOK  II, 

CHAP.  j. 

Entrance  Into  Auitrian  Poland.— Limits  of  the  difmembered  pro-* 
vince.— Population  and  productions. — Cracow.— Uni  verfity.— 
Palace.— Citadel  occupied  by  the  confederates  in  the  late  trou  - 
bles.— Hiltory  of  that  tranfaCtion. — Cathedral. — Tombs  and  cha- 
racters of  feveral  Polifh  fovereigns. 

| ULY  24,  1778.  We  entered  Poland  juft 
beyond  Bilitz,  having  crofted  the  rivulet 
Biala,  which  falls  into  the  Viftula,  and  purfued 
our  journey  to  Cracow  through  the  territo- 
ries which  the  houfe  of  Auftria  fecured  in  the 
late  partition. 

This  ceded  country  has,  ftnce  the  partition* 
changed  its  name,  and  is  now  incorporated  with 
the  Auftrian  dominions,  under  the  appellation  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Galicia  and  Lodomeria,  which 
fome  antient  diplomas  reprefent  as  fttuated  in 
Poland,  and  fubje6l  to  the  kings  of  Hungary, 
But  the  moft  convincing  proof  that  fuch  king- 
doms exifted,  and  ought  by  virtue  of  an  here- 
ditary though  dormant  title,  to  revert  to  the 
emprefs  as  fovereign  of  Hungary,  was  derived 
from  the  Auftrian  army ; for  what  people  can 
refift  an  argument  backed  by  200,000  troops,  mu 
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lefs  they  can  defend  their  fide  of  the  queftion  by 
an  equal  number? 

The  importance  of  this  acquifition  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  will  appear  from  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  which,  in  1776*,  amounted  to 
2,580,796.  The  mountainous  parts  of  Galicia 
and  Lodomeria  produce  fine  pafture ; the  plains 
are  moftly  fandy,  but  abound  in  forefts,  and  are 
fertile  in  corn.  The  principal  articles  of  traffic 
are  cattle,  hides,  wax,  and  honey,  and  thcfe 
countries  contain  mines  of  copper,  lead,  iron, 
and  fait. 

We  c rolled  only  a narrow  flip  of  Auftrian  Po~ 
land,  86  miles  in  length  from  Bilitz  to  Cracow, 
leaving  on  our  right  hand  a chain  of  mount  Cra~ 
pak,  or  the  antient  Carpathian  mountains.  The 
country  was  at  firfl  fomewhat  hilly,  but  after- 
wards level,  and  covered  with  forefts.  The  roads 
were  bad,  the  villages  few  and  wretched,  beyond 
defcription,  the  hovels,  all  built  of  wood,  full  of 
filth  and  mifery,  and  every  thing  wore  the  ap- 
pearance of  extreme  poverty. 

July  25.  At  noon  we  arrived  at  the  Viftula, 
the  fouthern  banks  of  which  form  the  limits 
of  the  Auftrian  dominions.  This  river  being 
marked  in  the  partition  treaty  as  forming  the 
limits  between  the  Auftrian  and  Polilh  territories, 

/ / • 1 

* Comp,  Regn.  Sclavonic,  Galicia,  Lodon^erise,  See.  p.  66, 
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the  houfe  of  Auftria  at  firft  conftrued  the  Viftula 
to  mean  the  old  channel  of  that  river  now  dry, 
called  the  Old  Viftula ; and  by  force  of  this 
ftrained  interpretation  included  Cafimir  in  the 

A 

difmembered  province  ; but  foon  afterwards  the 
emprefs  reftored  Cafimir  to  the  Poles,  and  accept- 
ed the  Viftula  as  the  boundary  of  her  dominions. 

Having  entered  Cafimir  by  crofting  the  Viftula 
over  a bridge,  at  one  end  of  which  was  an  Aus- 
trian, and  at  the  other  a Poliftr  centinel,  we  paffed 
the  dry  channel,  termed  the  Old  Viftula,  by  a Se- 
cond bridge,  and  arrived  at  Cracow, 

Cracow  was  formerly  the  capital  of  Poland, 
where  the  kings  were  eledled  and  crowned,  and 
once  ahnoft  the  center  of  the  Polifli  dominions ; 
but  is  now  a frontier  town.  It  {lands  in  an  extenftve 
plain,  watered  by  the  Viftula,  which  is  broad 
but  {hallow : the  city  and  fuburbs  occupy  a large 
tradlof  ground,  but  fcarcely  contain  16,00Q#  in- 
habitants. Many  of  the  ftreets  are  broad  and 
hajidfome ; the  great  fquare  is  very  fpacious,  and 
has  feveral  well-built  houfes,  once  richly  fur- 
niflied  and  well  inhabited,  but  moftly  now 
either  un tenanted,  or  in  a ftate  of  melancholy 
decay.  Alrnoft  every  building  bears  ftriking 
marks  of  mined  grandeur ; the  churches  alone 
feem  to  preferve  their  original  fplendour.  The 

* The  city,  exclufive  of  the  fubUrb6,  contained  in  1778  only 
£891  fouls. 
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devaftation  of  this  unfortunate  city  was  begun 
by  the  Swedes  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
font  century,  when  it  was  befieged  and  taken  by 
Charles  XII. ; but  the  mifchiefs  it  fuffercd  from 
that  ravager  of  the  North,  were  far  lefs  deftruc- 
tive  than  thofe  experienced  during  the  late  dread- 
ful commotions,  when  it  underwent  repeated 
lieges,  and  was  alternately  in  poffeffion  of  the 
Ruffians  and  Confederates.  The  effie&s  of  can- 
non, grape,  and  mufket-fhot,  are  ftill  difcernible 
on  the  walls  and  houfes.  In  a word,  Cracow 
exhibits  the  remains  of  a magnificent  capital  in 
ruins:  from  the  number  of  fallen  and  falling: 
houfes,  it  appears  like  a town  recently  facked  and 
deferted  by  the  enemy.  The  town  is  furrounded 
with  high  walls  of  brick,  ftrengthened  by  round 
and  fquare  towers,  of  whimfical  fliapes,  in  the  an- 
tient  ftyle  of  fortification,  which  were  built 
by  Venceflaus*  king  of  Bohemia,  during  the 
fliort  period  in  which  he  reigned  over  Poland. 

In  Cracow  is  a Ruffian  mirrifon  of  6’00  mem 

o y 

who  are  llationed  at  the  guard -houfe  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town : at  all  the  gates  a Ruffian  cen~ 
tinel  hands  on  one  fide,  and  a Polifii  on  the 
other  ; the  citadel  is  wholly  occupied  by  Ruffian 
troops. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  and  endowed  by 
Cafimirthc  Great,  and  improved  and  completed 

* Cracoviam  muro  circumdedit.  Lengnich,  HI  ft,  Pol,  p,  -20. 

by 


\ • 

126  TRAVELS  IN  POLAND.  S’.  Si 

A 

by  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon : the  number  of  ftudents 
amounts  to  about  600 ; the  library  is  not  re- 
markable either  for  the  number  or  rarity  of  the 
books.  Among  the  principal  objedts  of  atten- 
tion, the  librarian  pointed  out  a Turkifh  book* 
of  no  intrinfic  value ; but  efteemed  a curiofity 
becaufe  found  among  the  fpoils  at  the  battle  of 
Chotzim,  and  prefented  by  John  Sobiefkito  the 
univerfity,  as  the  memorial  of  a Vidtory  which 
faved  his  Country  from  defolation,  and  raifed 
him  to  the  throne  of  Poland.  This  univerfity 
was  formerly,  and  not  nnjuflly,  called  the  mo- 
ther of  Polilh  literature,  as  it  principally  fupplied 
the  other  feminaries  with  profeffors  and  men  of 
learning  ; but  its  luftre  has  been  greatly  obfcured 
by  tire  removal  of  the  royal  refidence  to  Warfaw, 
and  ftill  more  by  the  late  inteftine  convulfions. 

In  this  city  the  art  of  printing  was  firft  intro- 
duced into  Poland  by  Haller ; and  one  of  the 
earlieft  books  that  iifued  from  his  prefs,  was  the 
conftitutions  and  ftatutes  compiled  by  Cafimir 
the  Great,  and  augmented  by  his  fucceffors. 
The  characters  are  Gothic,  the  fame  as  were  uni- 
Terfally  ufed  at  the  invention  of  printing ; the 
great  initial  letters  are  wanting.  The  year  in 
which  this  compilation  w as  printed  is  not  pofi- 
tively  known ; but  the  publication  was  anterior 
to  1496,  as  it  does  not  contain  the  .ftatutes  paftM 
by  John  Albert  in  that  year, 
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The  moft  flourifhing  period  of  the  univerfity 
was  under  Sigifmond  Auguftus  in  the  ftxteenth 
century ; when  feveral  of  the  German  reformers 
fled  from  the  perfecutions  of  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth,  and  found  an  afylum  in  this  city. 
They  gave  to  the  world  feveral  verfions  of  the 
facred  writings,  and  other  theological  publica- 
tions, which  diffufed  the  reformed  religion  over 
great  part  of  Poland.  The  protection  which  Si- 
gifmond Auguftus  afforded  to  men  of  learning 
of  all  denominations,  and  the  imiverfal  tolera- 
tion which  he  extended  to  everv  feet  of  Chrif- 

t j 

tians,  created  a fufpicion  that  he  was  fecretly  in- 
clined to  the  new  church ; and  it  was  even  re- 
ported that  he  intended  to  renounce  the  catholic 
faith,  and  publicly  profefs  the  reformed  reli- 
gion 

Towards  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town,  near 
the  Viftula,  the  palace  or  citadel,  furrounded 
with  brick  walls  and  old  turrets,  forms  a confpi- 
cuous  object  on  the  flimmit  of  a rock.  This  pa- 
lace owed  its  origin  to  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon;  but 
the  greater  part  was  demolifhed  by  Charles  XII, 
in  1702,  when  he  entered  Cracow  in  triumph 
after  the  battle  of  Cliffow ; the  remains  confift  of 
a few  apartments,  which  are  left  in  the  fame  ftate 
as  they  exifted  in  the  laft  century.  The  walls  of 

- ■ . 1 
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one  apartment  are  decorated  with  paintings  of 
tilts  and  tournaments ; thole  of  a fecond  with  a 
reprefentation  of  a coronation,  affirmed,  by  the 
perfon  who  fhewed  the  palace,  to  be  that  of  La- 
diflaus the  Firft,  and  to  have  been  drawn  in  his 
time,  but  the  ftyle  befpeaks  it  of  more  modern 
date ; the  cieling  of  a third  is  divided  into  differ 
rent  compartments,  ornamented  with  grotefque 
heads.  All  the  rooms  are  of  fine  dimenfions, 
and  exhibit  remains  of  antient  magnificence } 
but  are  totally  without  furniture. 

This  palace  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the 
Polifh  fovereigns,  who,  from  the  time  of  Ladif- 
laus Loketec,  were  crowned  at  Cracow.  The 
Polifh  and  German  hiftorians  differ  concerning 
the  time  when  the  title  of  king  was  firft  claimed 
by  the  fovereigns  of  this  country  ; but  rnoft  pro- 
bably Ixremifl aus  affumed  the  regal  title  in  1295, 
and  was  inaugurated  at  Gnefna  by  the  archhifhop 
of  the  diocefe,  He  was  fucceeded  by  Ladiflaus 
Loketec,  who,  offending  the. Poles  by  his  capri- 
cious and  tyrannical  conduct,  was  depofed  be-* 
fore  his  coronation;  and  Vcnceflaus  king  of 
Bohemia,  who  married  Ricftfa  daughter  of  Pre- 
miffaus,  being  elected  in  his  ftead,  was,  in  1300, 
confecrated  at  Gnefna.  Ladiflaus,  after  flying 
from  his  country,  and  undergoing  a feries  of  ca- 
lamitous adventures,  was  at  length  brought  to  a 
fenfe  of  his  mifcondu<5L  Having  regained  the 
I affection 


affection  of  his  itihjoCfs,  he  was  reftored  to  part 
of  his  dominions,  and  recovered  them  ah  upon 
the  demife  of  Venceflaus  in  1305.  He  governed, 
however,  for  fome  years  without  the  title  of  king  ; 
but  at  length,  in  1320,  was  crowned  at  Cracow, 
and  aftefwards  enacted,  that  his  fuecelTors  fliould 
be  inaugurated  in  the  cathedral  of  this  city*. 

Since  that  period,  the  laws  of  Poland  have  ex- 
prefsly  defignated  Cracow  as  the  place  of  corona- 
tion ; and  fueh  was  the  fuperfti'tious  attachment 
of  the  Poles  to  this  ufage,  that  when  John  So- 
bielkiwas  defirous  of  being  crowned  at  Leopold, 

on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  army,  which  he 

\ 

was  to  command  agai nit  the  Turks  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  the  Pol  ill)  pat  riots  ftrongly  oppofed 
any  innovation  f;  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed at  Cracow.  Since  Ladiflaus,  all  tliefuc- 
■ceeding  foverei uns  have  been  confecrated  at 
Cracow  excepting  the  prefent  king.  Before 
his  election  a decree  was  iilu-ed  by  the  diet  of  con- 
vocation, that  the  coronation  ihould  be  folem- 
nized  at  Warfaw,  without  prejudice  in  future  to 
the  antient  right  of  Cracow ; but  the  diadem  and 
other  regalia  ufed  at  the  coronation  are  ftill  pre- 
ferved  in  this  palace. 

* Dhlgoilius,  lib.  IX.  p.971.  Lengnich,  Hill.  Pol.  p.  19— 22. 

f Lengnich,  Jus  Publicum. 

t I do  not  mention  Stanifiaus  Letzinfki,  who  was  crowned  at 
Warfaw,  becaufe  he  was  only  a temporary  ioveieign,  and  was  loon 
obliged  to  retire  from  Poland, 
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The  apartments  command  an  extend ve  view 
of  the  neighbouring  country,  which  is  princi- 
pally a Tandy  plain.  We  noticed  particularly 
two  large  barrovrs  : one  is  by  tradition  called  the 
burial-place  of  Cracus  duke  of  Poland,  who  is 
fuppofed  to  have  built  the  town  in  700 ; the  other 
is  called  the  Tepulchre  of  his  daughter  Venda, 
who  is  reported  to  have  drowned  lierfelf  in  the 
Viftula  to  avoid  a marriage  with  a perfon  whom 
fhe  detefted.  The  whole  hiftory  of  Cracus  and 
Venda  is  involved  in  impenetrable  darknefs,  and 
thefe  barrowrs,  which  are  common  in  different 
parts  of  Europe,  w-ere  probably  anterior  to  the 
Chriftian  sera.  The  cuftom  of  railing  barrows 
over  the  bodies  of  the  deceafed  was  almoft  uni- 
verfal  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world.  Homer 
mentions  it  as  a common  practice  among  the 
G reeks  and  Trojans  ; Virgil  alludes  to  it  as  ufual 
in  Italy  in  the  times  treated  of  in  the  JEneid ; 
Xenophon  relates  that  it  obtained  among  the 
Perfians ; the  Roman  hiftorians  record  that  the 
fame  mode  of  interment  took  place  among  their 
countrymen  ; and  it  prevailed  no  lefs  among  the 
antient  Germans,  Britons,  and  other  nations. 
In  general,  popular  tradition  confers  on  fome 
favourite  characters  in  national  hiftory,  like 
Cracus  and  Venda,  the  honour  of  being  in- 
terred under  the  mo  ft  confpicuous  of  thefe  monu- 
ments. 
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At  fome  cliftance  from  Cracow,  we  noticed 
the  fortrefs  of  Landfkron,  fituated  upon  a rock, 
which  the  confederates  poffeffed  during  the  late 
troubles  ; and  from  whence  they  made  excurhons 

/ 

ao-ainft  the  Ruffian  and  Poliili  troops  in  the  few 
vice  of  the  king.  By  a detachment  of  troops 
from  this  fortrefs,  the  citadel  of  Cracow  was 
taken  by  furprize  ; a gallant  exploit,  which  me- 
rits a particular  notice.  The  perfon  who  thewed 
us  the  palace  was  himfeif  prefent,  when  the  PoliHi 
troops  ififued  from  a fubterraneous  paffage,  and 
furprized  the  Ruffian  garrifon,  confifting  of  87 
men.  At  four  in  the  morning  a party  of  7 6 con- 
federates, led  by  lieutenant # Bytranowfki,  en- 
tered the  palace  through  a common  fewer,  with- 
out being  difeovered,  furprifed  the  Ruffians* 
took  them  prifoners  aim  oft  without  refiftance, 

* In  moft  of  the  accounts  published  of  this  tran faction,  it  is  faid 
that  the  confederates  were  led  by  a French  officer,  and  that  feveiai 
Frenchmen  were  among  them.  - I have  related  limply  the  account 
which  I received  from  the  Iteward  of  the  palace,  who  repeatedly 
allured  me,  that  there  was  not  one  Frenchman  ; and  that  they  wrere 
led  by  a Polifh  lieutenant,  whofe  name  was  Bytranowfki.  The  How- 
ard "was  himfeif  prefent  at  the  tranfa6Uon,  and  being  no  foldier, 
was  not  confined  with  the  garrifon  in  the  dungeon  ; he  had,  there- 
fore, every  opportunity  of  being  informed  of  the  truth : at  the 
fame  time  it  is  poffible,  that  partiality  to  his  countrymen  might 
induce  him  to  give  the  whole  honour  to  the  Poles.  Monlieur  Viof» 
menil  is  the  French  officer  generally  mentioned  as  leading  this  en~ 
terprifing  band  of  confederates  through  the  fubterraneous  paffage. 
According  to  Wraxall,  Chariot,  a French  officer,  was  the  leader  of 
this  daring  corps,  Vol.  II.  p.  404, 
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and  made  tliemfelves  m afters  of  the  citadel. 
One  foldier  having  efcaped  by  climbing  the  wall 
of  the  citadel,  alarmed  the  Ruffians  in  the  town, 
who,  without  delay,  attacked  the  caftle,  but 
were  repulfed.  This  event  happened  on  the 
2d  of  February  1772.  The  fame  evening  de 
C holly,  in  the  ferviee  of  the  confederates  of 
Landfkron,  acquainted  with  the  fuecefs  of  the 
enterprize,  advanced  towards  Cracow  at  the  head 
of  800  confederates  (amongft  wliom  were  feveral 
French  officers),  and,  after  defeating  a corps  of 
Ruffians,  entered  the  citadel.  But  the  Ruffian 
garrifon  in  the  town,  which  before  confided  of 
only  400  men,  being  reinforced,  the  confede- 
rates in  the  citadel  fuftained  a regular  fiege:  they 
defended* themfelves  three  months  .with*  undaunt- 
ed fpirit,  and  capitulated  upon  honourable  terms. 
The  fubterraneous  paffage  through  which  the  76 
confederates  introduced  themfelves  into  the  pa- 
lace, is  a drain  two  feet  in  height  and  one  in 
breadth,  opening  without  the  walls  near  the  Vif- 
\ ula.  They  entered  this  drain,  and  crawled  upon 
their  hands  and  knees  a cohfiderable  way,  one 
behind  another,  until  thev  emerged  through  a 
hole  in  the  walls  of  the  palace. 

Having  viewed  the  palace,  we  vifited  the  ad- 
joining cathedral  *,  in  which  all  the  fove reigns, 
from  the  time  of  Ladifiaus  Loketec,  were  inter- 


* Lengnich,  Jus . Publ. 
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red,  except  Louis  and  Ladiflaus  III.  whofe  bo- 
dies were  depofited  in  Hungary;  Alexander,  who 
was  buried  at  Vilna ; Henrv  of  Valois,  and  Au- 
guftus  the  Third.  The  laws  of  Poland  are  as  ex- 
prefs  and  minute  in  regulating  the  burial  as  the 
election  and  coronation  of  the  kings,  and  many 
curious  circumftances  attend  their  interment. 

The  body  of  the  deceafed  prince  is  firft  carried 
to  Warfaw,  where  it  remains  until  the  nomination 
of  the  new  fovereign.  It  is  then  conducted  in 
great  ftate  to  Cracow,  and  two  days  before  the 
coronation,  the  king  debt,  preceded  by  the  great 
officers  of  ftate,  with  their  rods  of  office  pointing 
to  the  ground,  joins  the  funeral  proceffion,  and 
follow's  the  body  to  the  church  of  St.  Staniflans, 
where  the  burial  fervice  is  performed  ; the  re- 
mains are  then  depofited  in  the  cathedral  adjoin- 
ing to  the  palace.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  laws  of 
Poland,  that  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed  mo- 
narch ffiould  immediately  precede  the  coro- 
nation of  the  new  fovereign,  and  that  the  kina’ 
eledl  fliould  attend  the  obfequies  of  his  prede- 
ceffor.  Hiftorians  have  faaely  remarked,  that 
this  ftngular  cuftom  was  militated,  in  order  to 
imprefsthe  new  kino*  with  the  uncertainty  of  Inn 
man  grandeur^  and  to  remind  him  of  his  duty,  by 
mixing  the  horrors  of  death  with  the  pomp  and 
dignity  of  his  new  ftation.  But  this  cuftom 
probably  took  its  rife  from  the  habits  of  exterior 
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homage,  which  the  Poles  affebt  to  pay  to  their 
fovereign  in  coni  pen  fall  on  for  the  fuhftantial 
dignity  they  with-hold  from  him.  This  fpirit 
of  mock-reverence  they  extend  beyond  the 
grave,  and  while  they  fearcely  allow  to  the 
reigning  king  the  fhadow  of  real  authority,  heap 
upon  a deceafed  monarch  every  trapping  of  im- 
perial honour. 

The  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Poland  are  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  peculiar  magnificence;  their  figures 
are  carved  in  marble  of  no  extraordinary  work- 
manfhip,  and  feme  are  without  inferiptions. 

I felt  a Prong  fentiment  of  veneration  on  ap- 
proaching the  allies  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  whom 
I confider  as  one  of  the  hell  princes  that  ever 
adorned  a throne.  It  was  not,  however,  the  mag- 
nificence of  his  reign,  his  warlike  achievements, 
nor  even  his  patronage  of  the  arts  and  fcicnces  ; 
but  his  legiflative  abilities,  and  wonderful  bene- 
ficence to  the  inferior  clafs  of  his  fiibjects,  that 
infpired  reverence  for  his  charadler. 

Cafimir  was  born  in  1 3 1 o,  and  in  1 3 3 3 afeended 
the  throne  of  Poland,  on  the  demife  of  his  father 
Ladiflaus  Loketec.  The  Polifii  hiftorians  dwell 
■with  Angular  complacency  upon  his  reign,  as  the 
raoft  glorious  and  happy  period  of  their  annals  ; 
and  record  with  peculiar  pleafure  the  virtues  and 
abilities  of  this  great  and  amiable  monarch ; nor 
are  their  prgifes  the  echoes  of  flattery,  for  they 
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were  moftly  written  fubfequent  to  his  death, 
when  another  family  was  feated  on  the  throne. 
In  pending*  the  reign  of  Cafimir,  we  can  hardly 
believe  that  we  are  reading  the  hiftory  of  the  fo~ 
vereign  of  a barbarous  people  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fourteenth  century  : it  feems  as  if,  by  the 
afcendency  of  his  fuperior  genius,  he  had  anti- 
cipated the  knowledge  and  improvements  of  fuc- 
ceeding  and  more  enlightened  periods. 

From  the  moment  of  his  acceffion  his  firft  care 
was  to  fecure  his  kingdom  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies. With  this  view  he  attacked  the  knights 
of  the  Teutonic  order,  with  whom  Poland  had 
been  long  engaged  in  a hate  of  warfare,  and 
compelled  them  to  purchafe  peace  by  the  ceffion 
of  Culm  and  Cujavia,  which  they  had  wrefted 
from  his  father.  He  then  reduced  Red  Iluffia,  and 
annexed  the  duchy  of  Mafovia  to  the  dominions 
of  Poland ; by  which  acquifitions  he  not  only 
extended  the  frontiers  of  his  empire,  but  ren- 
dered his  dominions  lefs  liable  to  Hidden  in- 
vafion.  Thefe  great  fucceffes  did  not  excite  in 
his  breaft  the  fatal  fpirit  of  military  enterprize ; 
he  always  confidered  war  as  a matter  ofneceffity, 
not  of  choice,  and  the  means  of  fafety  rather 
than  of  glory*.  Having  fecured  his  frontiers,  as 
well  by  victories  as  bv  treaties  with  the  neieh- 
bouring  powers,  he  turned  his  whole  attention 

* Mitis  ingenio,  et  quietis  quam  armorum  appetentior.  Floras 
Pol.  p.  ii  6. 

K 4 to 


N 


B.  & 


136 


TRAVELS  IN  P O L A N D. 


to  the  interior  adininiftration  of  his  kingdom. 

o 

He  built  feveral  towns,  enlarged  and  beautified 
others  ; and  Dlugoffius  #,  who  flouriflied  in  the 
fucceedirtP'  century,  fa  vs  of  him,  “ Poland  is  in- 
debted  to  Cafimir  for  the  greater  part  of  her 
churches,  palaces,  fort  relies,  and  towns  adding, 
in  allufion  to  a fimilar  euloyiirm  of  Ausmftus 
C as  far,  “ that  he  found  Poland  of  wood,  and  left 
her  of  marble.”  He  patronized  letters,  inftituted 
the  academy  of  Cracow,  promoted  induftry,  and 
encouraged  trade  ; elegant  in  his  manners,  and 
magnificent  in  his  court,  he  was  oeconom  ical  with- 
out  meannefs,  and  liberal  without  prodigality. 

Cafimir  was  the  great  legislator  of  Poland  : 
fin  din  £ his  country  without  written  laws,  he  re- 

CO  i,  J 

s i wed  all  the  ufages  and  cuftoms,  digefled  them, 
with  forme  additions,  into  a regular  code,  and 
improved  the  courts  of  juftice.  He  was  eafy  of 
accefs  to  the  meaneft  as  well  as  the  hi, shell  of  his 
fubjedts,  and  felicitous  to  relieve  the  peafants 
from  the  oppreffions  of  the  nobility.  Such  indeed 
was  his  tendernefs  to  that  injured  elafs  of  men, 
and  fo  many  were  the  privileges  which  he  con- 
ferred upon  them,  that  the  nobles  ufed  to  call  him 
out  of  derifion  li  ex  R uji i corn m , (the  king  of  the 
peafants :)  perhaps  the  moil  noble  appellation  ever 
beftowed  upon  a fovereign,  and  far  preferable  to 
the  titles  of  magnificent  and  great,  often  lavidiea 
I'ather  upon  the  perfecutors  than  the  benefactors 

# Lib,  IX,  p,  1164., 
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of  mankind.  Human  nature  is  never  perfeH, 
and  Cafimir  was  not  without  his  failings;  he 
pnllied  the  pleafures  of  the  table  to  an  intempe- 
rate excels,  and  his  inordinate  paffion  for  wo- 
men led  him  into  fome  actions,  inconliftent  with 
his  ufual  integrity.  But  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  a 
Polifh  hiftorian,  his  private  failings  were  redeemed 
by  his  public  virtues  # ; and  it  is  univerfally  allow- 
ed that  no  fovereign  more  eonfulted  the  happinefs 
of  his  fubjedts,  or  was  more  beloved  at  home  and 
reipeetecl  abroad.  lie  was  thrown  from  his  ho  lie  as 
lie  was  bun  tin  a*,  and  died  after  adroit  illnefs  in  the 
both  year  of  his  age,  and  the  40th  of  his  reign;  car- 
lying  to  the  grave  the  regret  of  his  fubjects,  and  a 
claim  to  the  veneration  of  poflerity,  He  is  defcrib- 
ed  as  tall  in  his  perfon,  and  inclined  to  corpulency, 
with  ainajelticafpecl,  thick  and  curling  hair, long 
beard,  and  a ftrong  voice  fomewhat  lifping  f. 

N ext  to  the  remains  of  Cafimir  repofe  the  allies 
of  Ladiflaus  I L :t  known  by  the  appellation  of 
Jaghellon,  the  father  of  a race  of  kings  called 
from  him  the  J aghellon  line.  He  was  originally 

* Redimens  vitia  vimitihus.  Diugofims. 

f Vjr  ftatura  elevata,  corpore  craffo,  fronie  venerabili,  crine  cir- 
cino  et  abundante,  barba  promiisa,  voce  aliquantuium  balba  fed 
fcnora.  DecefTit  Cafimirus  a.  1370,  lays  Lengnich,  cui  Polonia 
leges,  judicia,  cultum,  plurimas  civitates,  arces,  et  alia  ^didcia,  de- 
bet. Hift.  Pol.  p.  25. 

t He  is  .fome times  called  Ladiflaus  IV.  and  fometimes  Ladiflaus 
V?  j but  eftimating  from  the  time  when  the  fovereigns  of  Poland 
affumed  the  regal  authority,  he  ought  to  be  called  Ladiflaus  II. 
i£ ‘Ladiflaus  inter  Poloniae  reges  illius  nominis  fecundus.”  Leng- 
nich, Hift.  Pol.  p,  31, 
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duke  of  Lithuania,  and,  together  with  his  fub- 
jeCts,  a worfhipper  of  idols  ; but  having  embraced 
Chriftianity,  andefpoufed  Hedwigefecond  daugh- 
ter of  Louis,  he  obtained  the  throne  of  Poland, 
This  event  happened  in  13  86,  in  which  year  he 
was  publicly  baptized,  married,  and  crowned  at 
Cracow:  he  died  in  1434  at  an  advanced  age, 
and  in  the  50th  year  of  along  and  glorious  reign. 

Among  his  pofterity,  whofe  bodies  are  depo- 
fited  in  this  cathedral,  the  m oft  memorable  is 
Sigifmond  I.  a great  and  able  monarch,  the  pro- 
testor of  the  arts  and  fciences.  He  is  reprefented, 
however,  as  not  fifth ciently  watchful  over  the 
royal  prerogative,  and  y ielding  too  eaffty  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  nobility,  to  the  iftjury  of 
fucceeding  monarch,  and  detriment  of  the  re- 
public. But  thefe  compliances  admit  of  great 
palliation ; when  we  reflect,  that  the  nobles  had 
railed  him  to  the  throne,  and  w ere  become  nearly 
nncontroulable  by  the  concefftons  of  his  imme- 
diate predeceffors. 

As  I viewed  the  tomb  of  his  fon  Sigifmond 
Auguftus,  I recollected,  with  regret  and  fympathy 
for  this  unhappy  country,  that  in  him  terminated 
that  hereditary  influence  which,  during  a long 
fucceftion  of  fovereigns,  gave  tranquillity  to  the 
diets  of  election ; and  that  upon  his  death  all 
thofe  troubles,  which  are  infeparable  from  a crown 
wholly  elective,  burft  upon  the  kingdom.  From 
this  period  the  cabals  and  convulfions,  c on  tin  in 
a ally 
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ally  recurring  at  every  choice  of  a new  fo.vereign* 
impaired  the  ftrength  of  the  hate,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  throne.  The  Poles  gradually  loft  their 
confequence  among  foreign  powers  ; and  the  au- 
thority of  fucceeding  kings  depended  more  on 
their  own  perfonal  abilities,  and  accidental  cir- 
cumftances,  than  on  any  principle  of  vigour  in- 
herent in  the  crown. 

The  fir  ft  of  the  new  fucceffion,  whofe  remains 
are  interred  in  this  church,  is  Stephen  Bathori, 
prince  of  Tranfyl vania,  elected  in  1576,  upon  the 
abdication  of  Henry  of  Valois.  He  owed  his  ele- 
vation  to  his  marriage  with  Anne  daughter  of 
Sigifmond  I.  ; a princefs  in  the  5 2d  year  of  her 
a ire,  and  not  endowed  with  any  winning  at- 

O 7 J O 

tractions,  had  the  not  brought  a kingdom  for 
her  marriage  portion.  The  epitaph  upon  his 
tomb  juftly  aferibes  to  Stephen  a long  catalogue 
of  civil  and  military  virtues. 

Adjoining  is  the  fepulchre  of  his  fucceflors  Si- 
gifmond III.  fon  of  John  III.  king  of  Sweden, 
by  Catherine  daughter  of  Sigifmond  I. ; eledted 
king  of  Poland  in  1587;  he  revived,  on  the  female 
fide,  the  Jaghellon  line.  He  was  raifed  to  the 
throne  while  {mince  royal  of  Sweden,  and,  on  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1592,  poffelfed  both  crowns ; 
but  he  gradually  loft  all  authority  in  Sweden, 
and  was  at  length  formally  depofed  by  the  ftates 
of  that  kingdom.  lie  owed  his  expulfion  from 
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Sweden  to  his  partiality  for  Poland,  to  his  bi- 
gotted  zeal  for  the  catholic  religion,  and  above 
all  to  the  fuperior  genius  of  his  uncle  and  rival 
Charles  IX.  He  expired  in  the  46th  year  of  his 
re  fori,  and  in  the  67  th  of  his  ao’e. 

Near  the  body  of  Sigifmond  lie  thofe  of  his  two 
fons;  Ladiflaus  IV.  elected  king  of  Poland  upon 
the  demife  of  his  father,  fupported  the  dignity  of 
his  crown  with  reputation  and  honour;  and  John 
Cafimir,  a prince,  whole  character  and  adven- 
tures are  too  lingular  to  be  palled  over  without 
particular  notice. 

John  Cafimir,  fen  of  Sigifmond  III.  by  Anne, 
filler  of  the  emperor  Ferdinand  II.  was  educated 
in  his  father's  court ; upon  whole  death  his  mo- 
ther endeavoured,  but  without  effect,  to  procure 
his  election  in  oppofition  to  Ladiflaus.  Repulfed 
from  the  throne,  he  contracted  a difgufl  to  Po- 
land, and  undertook  a journey  to  Spain  with  a 
view  of  offering  his  fervices  to  Iris  eoulin  Philip 
IV.  then  at  war  with  France.  Paffmg  through 
Aufrria  and  Trent  into  Italy,  he  embarked  at 
Genoa,  in  a veffel  bound  for  Spain  ; but  prompted 
by  curiofity,  ventured  to  land  incognito  at  Mar- 
fellies.  Being  difeovered,  he  was  arrefted  by 
order  of  the  French  court,  and  on  account  of 
bis  connection  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  clofely 
imprifoned  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  T Through 

* Floras  Folon.  p.  437,  & feq. 
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the  interceffigm 'of  Ladiflaus,  he  repaired  to  Rome, 
and  either  out  of  devotion  or  caprice,  entered  in- 
to the  fociety  of  the  Jefuits;  but  afterwards 
quitted  'that  order,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  cardinal.  Upon  the  death  of  Ladiilaus,  being 
abfolved  from  his  vows  by  the  pope,  he  was 
elected  kins;  of  Poland,  and,  having  obtained  a 
difpenfation,  married  his  brother’s  wido  w,  Louifa 
Maria,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Nevers,  a woman 
of  great  beauty  and  hill  greater  fpirit,  who 
blended  devotion  with  a ftrong  propeniity  to  po- 
litical intrigues  : die  >vas  the  foul  of  her  hufband’s 
councils,  and  may  be  faid  to  have  reigned  over 
Poland,  while  he  was  only  nominal  kins;.  Such 
was  her  afcendency,  that  the  induced  him  to  fo- 
iled the  nomination  of  the  duke  of  Enguien,  fon 
of  the  great  Conde,  for  his  fueceifor;  a meafure 
fo  contradictory  to  the  principles  of  the  Poliilt 
conftitution,  as  well  as  to  his  coronation  oath, 
excited  a general  di {content,  and  threw  the  king- 
dom into  the  mod:  violent  commotions. 

Hie  reign  of  John  Cafimir  was  active  and  tur- 
bulent,  memorable  for  the  revolt  of  the  Coffacs 
of  the  Ukraine,  for  the  unfuccefsful  wars  with 
Sweden,  and  for  the  infurredtions  of  the  nobility. 

<1/ 

Though,  fo  far  from  being  deficient  in  military 

courage,  that  in  every  defperate  emergency  he 

commanded  his  troops  in  perfon ; though,  to  ufe 

his  own  expreffion,  “he  was  the  firit- to  attack, 
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and  the  laft  to  retreat*;'’  yet  as  he  preferred 
peace  to  war,  and  wanted  the  enterprizing-  fpirit 
of  his  brother,  he  was  accufed  by  the  Poles  of 
indolence  and  pufillanimity.  His  political  faga- 
city  appears  from  his  predidiion,  that  Poland,  en- 
feebled by  anarchy  and  the  licentiouinefs  of  the 
nobles,  would  be  difmembered  by  the  neighbour- 
ing powers.  Worn  out  at  length  with  the  cares 
of  royalty,  ill o eked  at  the  diftreffed  hate  of  the 
kingdom,  difeon tented  with  the  nobility,  afflict- 
ed at  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  impelled  by  the 
verfatility  of  his  difpofition,  he  abdicated  the 
throne  in  the  20th  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the 
68th  of  his  age.  This  extraordinary  event  took 
place  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  1668, 
before  a general  diet  affembled  at  Warfaw:  the 

1 

feene  was  affedting,  the  condudt  of  the  king 
manly  and  refolute,  and  his  fpeech  upon  that 
event  is  a fine  piece  of  pathetic  eloquence  f. 

Soon  after  his  abdication  he  retired  into  France, 
and  again  embraced  the  ecelefiaftical  profeflion. 
Louis  XIV.  who  prided  himfelf  in  affording  an 
afylum  to  abdicated  fovereigns,  gave  him  the 
abbeys  of  St.  Germain  and  St.  Martin,  without 
which  he  would  have  had  no  means  of  fubfiftence ; 
as  Poland  icon  with-held  his  penfion ; a proof 


* “ Eum  me  effe,  qui  primus  in  praeliis,  poftremus  in  diferimine 
et  receiTu.”  Zalufki  Ep.  vol.  I.  p,  57. 
f See  Zalufki  Epift.  v.  I,  p.  57. 
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tliat  the  tears  died  at  his  abdication  were  not 
fin  cere.  N otwithftanding  his  ecclefiaftical  cn- 
o*ao*ements,  John  Cafimir  could  not  withftand 
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the  attractions  of  Marie  Mignot,  a woman,  who, 
though  originally  a laundrefs,  had  married  fir  ft  a 
counfellor  of  Grenoble,  and  afterwards  the  mar- 
quis  de  L’llofpital.  J ohn  Cafimir  was  fufpected  of 
having  fecretly  efpoufed  her.  He  is  reprefcnted, 
by  thofe  who  knew  him  in  his  retirement,  as  eafy 
and  familiar  in  converfation,  and  difpleafed  with 
receiving  any  honours  due  to  his  former  rank 
He  ftirvived  his  abdication  only  four  years,  and 
died  at  Nevers  on  the  16th  of  December,  1672. 
His  body  was  brought  to  this  city,  and  buried 
in  the  cathedral  at  the  fame  time  with  that  of 
his  fucceffor  Michael,  the  day  before  the  coro- 
nation of  John  Sobieiki. 

Approaching  the  remains  of  John  Sobieiki,  X 
recollected  that  when  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  en- 
tered Cracow  he  viftted  thefe  tombs, as  a mark  of 
refpeCt  to  the  memory  of  that  great  monarch  : he  is 
reported,  as  he  hung  with  reverence  over  his  tomb, 
to  have  exclaimed,  “What  a pity  that  fo  great  a man 
ihould  ever  die  !”  May  we  not  alfo  exclaim,  what 
a pity  that  a perfon  fo  impreffed  with  a fenfe  of 
Sobieiki’s  merits  ihould  adopt  only  the  military 
part  of  his  character  for  the  objeCt  of  imitation  ! 
How  infinitely  inferior  is  the  Swedifh  to  the  Po- 
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lifh  fovereign  ! Charles,  dead  to  all  the  finer  feel* 
ings  of  humanity,  was  awake  only  to  the  calls 
of  glory  ; every  other  fentiment  was  loft  in  the 
ardour  for  military  honours.  If  perfonal  courage 
he  fufficient  to  conflitute  a hero,  he  poflefled 
that  quality  in  an  eminent  degree  ; but  it  was 
rather  the  bravery  of  a foklier  than  the  courage 
of  a general.  Sobiefki,  even  in  that  view  of  his 
charadter,  has  an  equal  title  to  fame  ; for  his  va- 
lour was  no  lefs  diftinguifhed,  and  in  one  refpedt 
fuperior,  as  it  was  not  clouded  with  rafhnefs,  but 
tempered  with  prudence.  Though  the  fir  ft  ge- 
neral of  his  age,  he  placed  not  his  foie  ambition 
in  military  glory  ; he  was  great  in  peace  as  well 
as  in  war  : by  the  union  of  military -and  political 
talents,  be  defended  his  country  in  impending 
danger,  raifed  her  from  her  falling  ftate,  and  de- 
layed the  sera  of  her  decline  ; while  Charles  de- 
ficient  in  civil  virtues,  plunged  Sweden,  which 
he  found  highly  profperous,  into  ruin  and  defo- 
lation.  In  a word,  Charles  polTeffed  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  a knight- errant,  and  Sobiefki  the  virtues 
of  an  hero 

Near  Cracow  are  the  remains  of  an  old  ft  rue- 

t 

ture,  called  the  palace  of  Cafimir  the  G real,  which 
rny  veneration  for  his  memory  induced  me  to  vi- 
fit.  In  the  inner  court  are  the  remains  of  a eor- 

* See  an  account  of  Sobiefki’s  death  and  family,  Chap.  IV.  of 
this  book. 
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ridore  with  pillars  of  the  Doric  order ; and  upon 
a fide  wall  I obferved  the  white-eagle  of  Poland 
carved  in  hone,  and  around  it  an  infcription  fo 
much  defaced  that  I could  only  make  out  Ann. 
D om . M.CCCLXVII,  which  anfwers  to  the  ana 
of  Cafimir,  who  died  in  1370.  Several  marble 
columns  were  fcattered  around,  which  fhewed 
the  antient  magnificence  of  the  building.  The 
greater  part  of  the  fabric  was  evidently  of  later 
date  than  the  reign  of  Cafimir,  and  probably  con* 
ftructed  by  fucceeding  fovereigns  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  the  antient  palace;  perhaps  by  Stephen 
Bathori,  from  the  infcription,  Stephanas  Dei 
gratia , which  I traced  ; and  alfo  by  Sigifmond  III, 
as  I difcovered  his  cypher  with  the  wheat-fheaf, 
the  arms  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  from  whom  he  was 
lineally  defcended. 

This  palace  was  the  principal  refidence  of  Ca- 
firnir  : in  the  garden  is  a barrow  called  the  tomb 
of  Either  the  fair  Jewefs,  and  favourite  mi  ft  refs 
of  that  monarch.  To  her  influence  the  Jews  are 
fuppofed  to  owe  their  numerous  privileges  in  Po- 
land, which  is  called  the  Paradife  of  the  Jews. 
•But  when  the  character  of  Cafimir  is  confidered, 
sit  will  appear  probable,  that  they  were  indebted 
for  their  favourable  reception  more  to  his  policy 
than  to  his  ah  eft  ion  for  his  miftrefs  ; for  in  thofe 
times  the  Jews  were  the  richeft  and  mo  ft  com- 
mercial individuals  in  Europe  : by  allowing  them, 
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therefore,  to  fettle  in  Poland,  and  by  granting 
them  extraordinary  immunities,  he  introduced 
trade  and  wealth  into  his  dominions.  The  Jews 
are  extremely  numerous,  and  have  engroffed  ah 
molt  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  ; yet 
their  flourifhing  hate  xnuft  not  be  attributed  folely 
to  the  edicts  of  Cafimir  in  their  favour ; but  to 
their  induftry,  to  the  indolence  of  the  gentry, 
and  the  oppreffed  condition  of  the  peafants. 
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Mode  of  faluting  and  drefs  of  the  Poles.— -Account  of  the  fait- 
mines  of  Wielitlka.—Their  extent  and  produce.— Journey  to 
Warfaw, 


FI  E Poles  feetn  a lively  people,  and  ufe 
much  a6lion  in  their  ordinary  converfatiom 
Their  common  mode  of  faluting  is  to  incline  the 
head,  and  hr  ike  the  bread  with  one  hand,  while 
they  ftretch  the  other  towards  the  ground  ; but 
when  a common  perfon  meets  a fuperior,  he  bows 
his  head  almod  to  the  earth,  waving*  at  the  fame 
time  his  hand,  with  which  he  touches  the  leg, 
near  the  heel,  of  the  perfon  to  whom  he  pays  his 
obeifance.  The  men  of  all  ranks  generally  wear 
whiikers,  and  (have  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
circle  of  hair  upon  the  crown.  The  dimmer 
drefs  of  the  peafants  condfts  of  a fhirt  and  draw- 
ers of  coarfe  linen,  without  dioes  or  dockings, 
and  round  caps  or  hats.  The  women  of  the  lower 
clafs  wear  upon  their  heads  a wrapper  of  white 
linen,  under  which  their  hair  is  braided,  and 
hangs  down  in  two  plaits.  I obferved  feverai 
with  a long  piece  of  white  linen  thrown  over 
their  heads,  and  reaching  below  their  knees  : in 
this  dngular  kind  of  veil  they  appear  as  if  doing 
penance. 
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The  chefs  of  the  higher  orders,  both  men  and 
women,  is  extremely  elegant.  That  of  the  gen- 
tlemen is  a waifteoat  with  fleeves,  with  an  upper 
robe  of  a different  colour,  which  reaches  below 
the  knee,  and  is  fattened  round  the  waift  with  a 
fa  ill  or  girdle  ; the  fleeves  are  in  warm  weather 
tied  behind  the  fhoulders  : in  fummer,  the  robe 
is  of  filk  ; in  winter,  of  cloth,  velvet,  or  fluff, 
edged  with  fur ; a fab  re  is  a neceffary  appendage 
of  the  drefs  as  a mark  of  nobility.  They  wear  fur- 
caps  or  bonnets,  and  bulk  ins  of  yellow  leather, 
the  beds  of  which  are  plated  with  iron  or  fteel. 
The  drefs  of  the  ladies  is  a Ample  polonaife,  or 
long  robe,  edged  with  fur. 

The  Poles  in  their  features,  look,  cuftoms, 
drefs,  and  general  appearance,  referable  Afiatics 
rather  than  Europeans,  and  are  unqueftionably 
defcended  from  Tartar  anceftors.  A German 
hiftorian  well  verfed  in  the  antiquity  of  nati- 
ons, remarks,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Poles 
wear  their  hair  is  a finking  token  of  their  ori- 
son. So  early  as  the  fifth  century,  fome  nations, 
comprehended  under  the  name  of  Scythians,  had 
the  fame  cuftom.  For  Prifcus  Rhastor,  who  ac- 
companied Maximus  in  his  embaffy  from  Tlieo- 
dofius  ii.  to  the  court  of  Attila,  defexibes  a Scy- 
thlaii  chief,  whole  head  was  fiiaved  in  a circular 
form  f,  a mode  fimilar  to  the  prefent  fafliion  in 
Poland. 

* Mafcow.  f Capite  in  rotundum  rafo. 
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Before  we  quitted  this  part  of  Poland,  we  vh 
filed  the  celebrated  falt-mines  of  Wielitfka,  ex- 
cavated in  a ridge  of  hills  at  the  northern  extre- 
mity of  the  chain  which  joins  the  Carpathian 
mountains  : they  take  their  appellation  from  the 
final!  village  of  Wielitfka ; but  are  feme  times  called 
in  foreign  countries  the  mines  of  Cracow,  from 
their  vicinity  to  that  city. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Wielitfka  we  repaired  to 
the  mouth  of  the  mine  Having  fattened  three 
feparate  hammocks  round  the  great  rope  employ- 
ed in  drawing  up  the  fait,  we  feated  ourfelves  in 
a commodious  manner,  and  were  gently  let  down 
160  yards  below  the  firft  layer  of  fait.  Quitting 
our  hammocks,  we  palled  a long  and  gradual  de- 
(cent,  fometimes  through  broad  pah  ages  or  gal- 
leries capable  of  admitting  feveral  carriages 
abreaft ; fometimes  down  Heps  cut  in  the  folk! 
fait,  which  had  the  grandeur  and  commodiouf- 
nefs  of  the  flair-cafe  in  a palace.  We  each  car- 
ried a light,  and  feveral  guides  preceded  us  with 
lamps,  the  reflection  of  which  from  the  glittering 
Tides  of  the  mine  was  extremely  beautiful ; but 
did  not  caft  that  luminous  fplendour,  which  fome 
writers  compare  to  the  Ink  re  of  precious  hones. 

The  fait  is  called  Ziebna  or  Green  Salt,  though 
the  colour  is  iron  grey,  and  when  pounded 


* There  are  two  other  openings,  down  one  of  which  the  miners 
descend  by  flairs,  down  the  other  by  ladders. 
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appears  like  our  brown  fait.  The  quality  im- 
proves in  proportion  to  the  depth.  Towards  the 
fides  and  furface  it  is  mixed  with  earthy  or  ftony 
particles  ; lower  it  is  faid  to  be  pure,  and  to  require 
no  procefs  before  it  is  ufed.  The  fineft  of  this  grey 
fait,  however,  is  of  a weak  quality  when  com- 
pared with  our  common  fea-falt : it  is  therefore 
undoubtedly  by  no  means  pure,  but  blended  with: 
extraneous  particles,  though  it  ferves  for  com- 
mon purpofes.  Being  almoft  as  hard  as  ftone,  the 
miners  hew  it  with  pick-axes  and  hatchets,  by  a 
tedious  operation,  into  large  blocks,  many  oc 
which  weigh  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds.  Thefe 
maffes  are  raifed  by  a windlafs ; but  the  fmailer 
pieces  are  conveyed  up  by  horfes  along  a wind- 
ing gallery,  which  reaches  to  the  furface  of  the 
earth.  Befide  the  grey  fpecies,  the  miners  fome- 
times  difc  over  fra  all  cubes  of  white  fait,  as  tranf- 
parent  as  chiyftal,  but  not  in  any  confiderable 
quantity : they  find  occafionally  pieces  of  coal 
and  petrified  wood  buried  in  the  fait. 

The  mine  appears  inexhauftible,  as  will  eafily 
be  conceived  from  the  account  of  its  dimenfions. 
The  known  breadth  is  1 1 1 5 feet,  length  660 1,  and 
depth  743  ; and  the  heft  judges  on  the  fpot  flip- 
^ pofe,  with  great  probability,  this  folid  body  of 
fait  to  branch  into  various  directions,  the  extent 
of  which  is  unknown. 

Our  guide  pointed  out  to  us,  what  he  confi- 
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tiered  as  the  molt  remarkable  curiofity  of  the 
place,  feveral  fmall  chapels  excavated  in  the  fait, 
in  which  mafs  is  faid  on  certain  days.  One  of 
thefe  chapels  is  30  feet  long  and  25  broad ; the 
altar,  crucifix,  ornaments  of  the  church,  and 
ftatues  of  feveral  faints,  are  all  carved  out  of  the 
fait.  Many  of  the  excavations  or  chambers  are 
of  an  immenfe  fize  ; fome  are  propped  with  tim- 
ber, others  by  vaft  pillars  of  fait : feveral  of  large 
dimenfions  are  without  fupport  in  the  middle.  I 
remarked  one  in  particular,  which  was  80  feet  in 
height,  and  fo  extremely  long  and  broad,  as 
almoft  to  appear  without  limits,  amid  the  fub- 
terraneous  gloom.  The  roofs  of  thefe  vaults  are 
not  arched,  but  flat.  The  immenfe  fize  of  the 
chambers,  with  the  fpacious  paffages  or  galle- 
ries, together  with  the  chapels,  and  a few  fheds  - 
for  horfes,  probably  gave  rife  to  the  exaggerated 
accounts  of  fome  travellers,  that  thefe  mines  con- 
tain feveral  villages  inhabited  by  colonies  of  mi- 
ners, who  never  fee  the  light.  There  is  certainly 
room  fufficient ; but  the  miners  have  no  dwel- 
lings under  ground,  as  they  do  not  remain  below 
more  than  eight  hours  at  a time,  when  they  are 
relieved  by  others.  We  found  thefe  mines 
without  damp  or  moiflure ; obferving  only  in 
our  whole  progrefs  one  fmall  fpring  of  water, 
which  is  impregnated  with  fait. 

Such  an  enormous  mafs  of  fait  exhibits  a won- 
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derful  phenomenon  in  the  natural  hiftorv  of 
the  globe.  According  to  Guetard,  who  vi- 
fited  thefe  mines,  and  publillied  a treatife  upon 
the  fubjcci,  the  uppermoft  bed  of  earth  at  the 
furface  is  fand;  the  fecond  clay,  occafionally 
mixed  with  fand  and  gravel,  and  containing  pe- 
trifactions of  marine  bodies  ; the  third  calcareous 
ft  one ; from  which  c ire  uin  fiances  he  conjectures 
that  this  fpot  was  formerly  covered  by  the  fea, 
and  that  the  fait  is  a gradual  depofit  formed  by 
evaporation 

Thefe  mines  have  been  worked  above  600 
years,  for  they  are  mentioned  in  the  Polifh  an- 
nals fo  early  as  1237,  under  Boleflausf  the 
Chafte.  The  profits  were  long  appropriated  to 
the  king’s  privy  purfe,  and,  before  the  partition, 
yielded  annually  £.  9 7^222  fferling.  They  are 
nowfituated  within  the  province  which  the  Em- 
peror difmembered,  but  the  profits  are  much  di- 
miniflied  ; for  the  Auftrian  commiffioners  im  pru- 
dently  raifed  the  price  of  fait,  conceiving  that 
Poland  could  not  exift  without  drawing  fait  as 
ufual  from  Wielitfka,  and  would  therefore  be 
obliged  to  receive  it  at  any  price.  This  mode  of 
proceeding  offending  the  Poles,  the  king  of 
.Pmflia  imported  large  quantities  of  fait,  which 

* See  Memorre  fur  les  Mines  de  Sel  de  Wielitika  in  Hilt,  de 
FAcad.  des  Sciences  for  1762. 

f Lengnich,  jus  Fub,  vol.  I.  p.  249. 

lie 


1 


r ° 


JOURNEY  TO  W A R S A W. 


155 


lie  procured  chiefly  from  Spain,  to  Dantzic, 
Memmel,  and  Koningfburg,  from  whence  it  was 
conveyed  up  the  Viftula  into  the  interior  pro- 
vinces. By  thefe  means  he  furnifhed  great  part 
of  Poland  with  fait,  at  a cheaper  rate  than  the 
inhabitants  could  procure  it  from  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  ; and  in  1778  the  mines  of  Wielitfka  only 
fupplied  the  diftricls  which  immediately  border 
upon  Auftrian  Poland. 

I never  law  a road  fo  barren  of  interefting 
fcenes  as  that  from  Cracow  to  Warfaw ; through- 
out the  whole  tract  not  a tingle  object  prefents 
itfelf  which  can  draw  the  attention  of  the  mo  ft 
inquifitive  traveller.  The  country  was  level, 
with  little  variation  of  furface,  chiefly  over- 
fpreacl  with  vaft  trabhs  of  gloomy  foreft,  and  even 
where  it  was  more  open,  the  clift ant  horizon  was 
always  fkirted  with  wood.  The  trees  were  chiefly 
pines  and  firs,  intermixed  with  beech,  birch,  and 
fmall  oaks  ; occafional  breaks  in  the  foreft  pre- 
ferred fome  pafture  ground,  with  here  and  there 
a few  meagre  crops  of  corn.  A forlorn  ftillnefs 
and  folitude  prevailed  almoft  through  the  whole 
extent,  with  few  fymptoms  of  an  inhabited,  and 
ftill  lefs  of  a civilized  country.  Though  we  tra- 
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verfed  the  high  road  from  Cracow  to  Warfaw, 
in  the  courfe  of  Z5 8 miles  we  met  only  two  car- 
riages  and  a dozen  carts.  The  country  was 
equally  thin  of  human  habitations ; ’ a few  wooden 
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villages  fucceeded  one  another  at  long  intervals, 
whofe  miferable  appearance  correfponded  with 
the  wretchednefs  of  the  furrounding  country. 
In  thefe  groupes  of  huts,  the  only  places  of  re- 
ception for  travellers  were  hovels,  belonging  to 
Jews,  totally  deditute  of  furniture  and  every 
fpecies  of  accommodation.  We  could  feldoni 
procure  any  other  room  but  that  in  which  the  fa- 
mily lived ; in  the  article  of  provifion,  eggs  and 
milk  were  our  greateft  luxuries,  and  could  not 
always  be  obtained  ; our  only  bed  was  draw 
thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  we  deemed  our-* 
felves  happy  when  we  could  procure  it  clean* 
Even  we,  who  were  by  no  means  delicate,  and 
who  had  been  ions;  accudomed  to  all  kinds  of 
inconveniences,  found  ourfelves  di  ft  reded  in  this 
land  of  defolation.  In  molt  other  countries  we 
fufpended  our  journey  during  night,  that  no 
fcene  might  efcape  our  obfervation  ; yet  here  we 
even  preferred  continuing  our  route  without  in* 
termiffion,  to  the  penance  we  endured  in  thefe  re- 
ceptacles of  filth  and  penury ; and  have  reafon 
to  believe,  that  darknefs  deprived  us  of  nothing 
but  the  fight  of  indifferent  crops  of  corn,  gloomy 
foreds,  and  objects  of  human  mifery.  The  na- 
tives were  poorer,  humbler,  and  more  miferable, 
than  any  people  we  had  yet  obferved  in  the  courfe 
of  our  travels : wherever  we  flopped,  they  flocked 
around  us  in  crouds,  and  demanded  charity 
with  the  mod  abjedt  geftures. 
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The  road  bore  as  few  marks  of  indufhy  as  the 
country  which  it  interfedfs.  It  was  heft  where  it 
was  fandv  ; in  other  parts  it  was  fcarcely  p affable, 
and,  in  the  marihv  grounds,  was  raifed  with  hicks 
and  boughs  of  trees  thrown  promifeuoufly  upon 

the  fur  face,  or  formed  by  trunks  of  trees  laid 
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crofsways.  After  a tedious  journey  we  at  length 
approached  Warfaw ; but  the  roads  being  neither 
more  paffable,  nor  the  country  better  cultivated., 
and  the  fuburbs  chiefly  confiding;  of  the  fame 
wooden  hovels  which  compofe  the  villages^  we 
had  no  fufpicion  of  being  near  the  capital  of 
Poland,  until  we  arrived  at  the  gates. 
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Defcription  of  Warfaw. — Prefentation  to  the  king  of  Poland.— 
Palace. — -Portraits  of  the  kings.' — Literary  fociety.— Entertain- 
merit  at  the  royal  villa,  in  prince  Poniatouiki’s  garden. — Fete 
champetre  given  at  Povoniki  by  the  princefs  Zartorifka. 

f 

HE  fit  nation  of  Warfaw  is  not  impleafant: 
it  is  built  partly  in  a plain,  and  partly  on  a 
gentle  afcent  riling  from  the  banks  of  the  Viftula, 
which  is  about  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  Weftmin- 
fter-Bridge,  though  very  fballow  in  fummer.  The 
city  and  fuburbs  occupy  a vaft  extent  of  ground ; 
but  contain  no  more  than  between 'fixty  and  fe- 
vent y thoufarid  inhabitants,  among  whom  are  nu- 
^ ; a,,  ovo  j h e ole  t o wn  h as  a 111  elan- 

appearance,  exhibiting  that  ftrong  contrail 
of  wealth  and  poverty,  luxury  and* 'diftrefs,  which 
pervades  every  part  of  this  unhappy  country. 
The  frreets  are  fpacious,  but  ill-paved,  and  are 
fcarcely  lighted  with  a fingie  lamp  ; the  churches 
and  public  buildings  large  and  magnificent ; the 
palaces  of  the  nobility  numerous  and  fplendid ; 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes,  particularly  in 
the  fuburbs,  are  mean  and  ilbconftrufted  wooden 
hovels. 

/ 

Atiguft  ll.  The  Englifh  minifter,  Mr.  Wrough- 

o o J o 

ton,  being  in  the  country,  v,  e earned  our  letters 
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of  recommendation  to  Count  Rzewtifki,  great 
marihal  of  the  crown,  who  received  us  with  ipuch 
civility,  and  appointed  Sunday  morning  to  pre- 
fent  us  at  the  levee.  At  that  time  we  repaired  to 
court,  and  were  admitted  into  the,  audience- 
chamber,  which  was  decorated  with  the  b Lifts  of 
Elizabeth  of  England,  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
John  Sobieiki,  and  the  emprefs  of  Rufina 

<■  • . i 

At  length  the  king  made  bis  appearance,  and 
we  were  prefented.  Elis  majefty  talked  to  each 
of  us  a confiderable  time  in  the  moft  obliging; 
manner ; be  paid  a warm  eulogiuin  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  nation,  mentioned  bis  ref  deuce  in  London 
with  great  fatisfaftion,  and  concluded  by  invit- 
ing us  to  fupper  in  the  evening*,  of  which  ho- 
nour we  had  previous  intimation 
marihal. 


rKn  v o 0 
ly  si  U O V W iX  \j> 
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otaiiiflaus  Auguftus  is  nanciiome  m ms  perron, 
with  an  exprefiive  'countenance,  a dark  com- 
plexion, Roman  nofe,  and  penetrating  eye : lie  is 
uncommonly  pleafmg  in  bis  add  refs,  and  poffefles 
great  fweetnefs  of  condefcenfion,  tempered  with 
dignity.  He  had  on  afull-drefTed  fnit,  which  cir- 
eumftance  I mention,  becaufe  be  is  the  firft  king  of 
Poland  who  did  not  wear  the  national  habit,  or 
jhave  bis  bead  after  the  Polilh  cuftom.  His  exam- 
ple has  many  imitators,  and  I was  much  furprized 
to  fee  ft)  few  of  the  chief  nobility  in  the  national 
garb.  The  natives  however  in  general  are  fo  at- 
tached, 
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tached  to  this  drefs,  that  in  the  laft  diet  of  convo- 
cation  it  was  propofed  to  infert  in  the  Pacta  Con - 
venia  an  article  obliging  the  king  to  wear  the  Po- 
li£h  garment;  but  this  motion  was  over-ruled,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  confult  his  own  tafte.  At 
his  coronation  he  laid  afide  the  antient  regal  ha- 
hit  of  ceremony,  and  appeared  in  robes  of  a 
more  modem  fafhion,  with  his  hair  flowing  upon 
his  fhoulders#. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  levee  we  vifited  the 
apartments  of  the  palace:  it  was  built  by  Sigif- 
mond  III.  and  has  fmce  been  the  principal  refi- 
dence  of  the  Polifh  monarchs.  The  palace  hands 
upon  a fifing  ground  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
Yiftula,  and  commands  a fine  view  of  that  river 
, and  of  the  adjacent  country.  Next  to  the  au- 
dience-chamber is  an  apartment  fitted  up  with 
marble,  which  the  king  has  dedicated,  by  an 
infcription,  to  the  memory  of  his  predeceffors: 
'Regum  Memoriae  dicar  it  Stanijlaus  Augujim 

* The  king  feems  to  have  adted  in  this  inftance  with  great  indif- 
cretion,  in  rejecting  the  national  drefs,  to  which  the  Poles,  tena- 
cious of  their  antient  cuftoms,  were  extremely  attached.  Stanif- 
laus  was  not  infenfible  of  the  comelinefs  of  his  perfon,  and  was  un- 
willing to  defpoil  himfelf  of  his  long  and  flowing  hair ; he  there- 
fore obtained  a certificate  from  the  phyficians,  alferting,  that  the 
lofs  of  his  hair  would  afFedl  his  health.  The  fafhion  of  his  robes 
was  new-modelled,  like  thofe  of  the  kings  of  France,  made  of  vel- 
vet and  ermine,  and  ornamented  with  the  fleurs  de  lis.  Thefie  de- 
viations from  the  antient  coftume  rendered  the  king  extremely  un- 
popular, 
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hocce  monument-urn , 1771.  The  portraits  of  the 
fovereigns  are  ranged  in  chronological  order; 
the  feries  begins  from  Boleflaus,  and  is  carried 
down  to  his  prefent  majefty,  whole  pidlure  is  not 
yet  finiflied.  Thefe  heads  are  all  painted  by 
Bacciarelli,  and  well  executed  ; the  portraits  of 

V 

the  earlier  kings  are  fketched  from  imagination ; 
but  that  of  Ladiilaus  IL  and  moft  of  his  fucceft 
fors,  are  copied  from  originals.  They  altoge- 
ther produce  a pleating  effeift,  and  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  agreeable  fpecies  of  genealogical 
table.  In  this  apartment  the  king  gives  a dinner 
every  Thurfday  to  the  men  of  letters  who  are 
moft  confpicuous  for  learning  and  abilities ; his 
majefty  himfelf  preftdes  at  table,  and  takes  the 
lead  in  the  graces  of  converfation  as  much  as  in 
rank.  The  perfons  admitted  to  this  fociety  read 
occaftonally  treatifes  upon  different  topics  of  hif- 
tory,  natural  philofophy,  and  other  mifcellaneous 
fubjedls ; and,  as  a code  of  laws  was  compiling 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  prefented  to  the  next 
diet,  parts  of  that  code,  or  obfervations  relative 
to  legiftation  in  general,  and  the  confutation  of 
Poland  in  particular,  are  introduced.  The  king 
zealoufly  encourages  all  attempts  to  refine  his 
native  tongue,  which  was  much  negledled  during 
the  reigns  of  his  two  predeceffors,  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  Polifti  language.  Poetry,  of 
which  lie  is  extremely  fond,  is  much  cultivated 
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at  tliefe  meetings.  The  adjoining  apartment 
was  hung  with  the  portraits  of  the  principal 
members  of  the  fociety. 

In  obedience  to  the  king’s  condefcencling  invi- 
tation, we  proceeded,  in  the  evening,  to  a royal 
villa,  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a delightful  wood, 
in  the  vicinity  of  W arfaw.  It  confifts  of  a falcon, 
and  four  other  apartments  upon  the  hrft  floor, 
together  with  a bath,  from  which  it  takes  the 
name  of  la  Malfon  de  Barn:  above  are  the  fame 
number  of  rooms,  each  fitted  up  in  the  moft  ele- 
gant manner.  The  king;  received  us  in  the  fa- 
loon  with  extreme  affability : his  brother  and  two 

J 

of  his  nephews  were  prefent,  and  a few  nobility 
of  both  fexes,  who  generally  compofe  his  private 
parties.  There  were  two  tables  for  whift,  and 
thofe  who  were  not  engaged  at  cards  walked 
about,  or  hood  at  different  fides  of  the  room, 
while  the  king,  who  feldom  plays,  converfed 
occafionally  with  every  one.  At  half  an  hour 
after  nine,  fupper  being  announced,  we  followed 
the  king  into  an  adjoining’  apartment,  where  was 
a fmall  round  table  with  eight  covers  ; the  fupper 
confided  of  one  courfe  and  a defert.  His  ma- 
jefty  fat  down,  but  eat  nothing  ; he  took  a con- 
fiderable  lliare  in  the  converfation,  without  wholly 
engroffing  it.  After  fupper  we  repaired  to  the 
faloon,  part  of  the  company  returned  to  cards, 
■while  we,  out  of  refpecl  to  the  king,  continued 

handing. 
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Handing,  until  his  majefty  propofed  fitting  down, 
adding,  “ we  fhall  be  more  at  our  eafe  chatting 
round  a table.”  We  accordingly  feated  ourfelves, 
and  the  converfation  lafted,  with  perfe6t  eafe,  till 
midnight,  when  the  king  retired.  Before  he 
withdrew,  he  ordered  a nobleman  of  the  party  to 
conduct  us  to  every  object  in  Warfaw  worthy  of 
a ftranger’s  curiofity.  This  extraordinary  degree 
of  attention  penetrated  us  with  gratitude,  and 
proved  a prelude  to  Hill  greater  honours. 

Auguft  5.  We  had  the  honour  of  dining  with 
his  majefty  at  the  fame  villa,  and  experienced  the 
fame  eafe  and  affability  of  reception.  The  king 
had  hitherto  talked  French,  but  he  now  did  me 
the  honour  to  converfe  in  Englifh,  which  he 
fpeaks  remarkably  well.  He  expreffed  a flattering 
predilection  for  our  nation,  and  furprized  me  by 
his  exa<5t  knowledge  of  our  conftitution,  laws, 
and  hiftory  ; all  his  remarks  were  pertinent,  juff, 
and  rational.  He  is  familiarly  converfant  with 
our  beff  authors,  and  his  enthuf  aftic  admiration  of 
Shakefpeare  gave  me  a convincing  proof  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  our  language,  and  tafie 
for  the  beauties  of  genuine  poetry.  He  inquired 
much  about  the  Hate  of  arts  and  fciences  in  Eng- 
land ; and  fpoke  with  raptures  of  the  prote6fion 
which  our  fovereign  gives  to  the  arts  and  to  every 
fpecies  of  literature.  After  we  had  taken  our  leave, 
we  drove  round  the  wood  to  fevcral  other  villas, 
vol,  i.  u in 
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in  which  the  king  occafionally  rcfides.  They 
are  all  eondructed  in  different  ftyfcs  with  great 
tafte  and  elegance.  His  majefty  is  fond  of  archi- 
tecture, and  draws  the  plans  for  the  buildings, 
and  even  the  defigns  for  the  interior  decorations. 

In  the  evening  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
his  niajefty  at  his  brother's,  prince  Poniatoufki, 
who  gave  us  a molt  elegant  entertainment  at  a 
garden  dtuated  near  his  villa,  and  richly  orna- 
mented with  buildings.  The  tafte  of  the  Poll  fit 
nobility  is  not 'controlled  by  want  of  materials  ; 
for  if  they  cannot  procure  them  from  nature,  they 
make  a rcprefentation  of  them  by  art.  In  the 
prefent  inffance,  as  there  are  no  quarries  of  done 
near  Warfaw,  the  prince  has  fubftituted  a com* 
pofition  fo  nearly  refembling  ftone,  that  the  rnoft. 
minute  obferver  can  fcarcely  dil cover  the  dif- 
ference.' 

We  arrived  at  the  garden  about  nine:  it  was  a 
delightful  evening,  fucceeding  one  of  the  mod 
Till  try  days  we  had  experienced  this  dimmer. 
After  walking  about  the  grounds,  we  came  to  a 
grotto  of  artificial  rock,  where  a fpring  of  water 
drickled  down  the  fides,  and  fell  into  a bafon 

r ' i 

with  a pleating  murmur.  We  were  fcarcely  af- 
femhled  in  this  delightful  fpot,  when  the  king 
made  his  appearance:  we  rofe  up  to  meet  him ; 
the  ilfuai  compliments  being  paffed,  we  attended 
his  majedy  about  the  grounds,  and  then  returned 
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to  the  grotto,  ranging  ourfelves  upon  a bank  co- 
vered with  rnofs.  The  moon  was  now  rifen,  and 
added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  I hap- 
pened to  be  feated  next  to  the  king  (for  all  ce- 
remony was  banifhed)  who  talked  - with  me  as 
ufnal,  in  Englifh,  on  the  arts  and  fciences,  lite- 
rature, and  hiftory.  In  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
verfation  I ventured  to  inquire  concerning  the 
poetry  in  the  Poliih  language.  His  majefty  faid, 
“ We  have  fome  lighter  pieces  of  poetry,  by  no 
means  contemptible,  and  an  indifferent  epic 
poem;  but  the  work  of  chief  poetical  excel- 
lence in  our  tongue  is  a fine  tranflation  of  the 
Gerufalemme  Liberata  of  Taflo,  far  fuperior  to 
any  tranflations  of  that  admirable  poem  in  other 
languages ; fome  Italians  of  tafte  and  judgment 
have  efteemed  it  not  much  inferior  to  the  original 
performance.”  I then  turned  the  converfation  to 
the  hiftorical  productions  ; when  the  king  in- 
formed me,  that  they  had  no  good  hiftory  of 
their  country  in  Polifh,  which  he  deemed  a 
national  refledtion,  though  he  flattered  himfelf  it 
would  foon  be  removed,  as  a perfon  of  genius 
and  erudition*,  admirably  calculated  for  the  un- 
dertaking, 

* Narufzewicz,  biihop  of  Smolenfko.  In  1785,  he  had  already 
printed  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  volumes.  He  poitponed  printing 
his  firft  volume,  until  he  had  received  farther  documents  from 
Rome  3 for  this  reafon  the  work  was  not  then  published.  The  fe- 
«ond  volume  begins  with  Micidaus  1 3 and  the  fifth  ends  with  the 
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dertaking,  was  employed  in  that  work.  Ex  p ref- 
fin  g my  furprize  at  this  circumftance,  which  is 
aim  oft  peculiar  to  Poland,  his  majefty  obferved, 
“ we  have  feveral  excellent  hiftorians,  but  they 
have  all  written  in  Latin,  the  knowledge  of 
which  language,'’  his  majefty  remarked,  “ is  ge- 
neral # ; the  earlieft  laws  are  drawn  up  in  Latin 
until  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  when  they 
began  to  be  compofed  in  the  vernacular  lan- 
guage ; the.pld  Pa  8 a Convent  a are  all  in  Latin; 
thofe  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  being  the  firft  that  appear- 
ed in  Polifh.”  This  interefting  converfation  was 
interrupted  by  the  prince,  who  propofed  a turn 
in  the  garden  before  flipper;  he  led  the  way,  and 
the  company  followed  ; palling  through  a fub- 
terraneous  paftage,  long  and  winding,  with  here 
and  there  a fingle  lamp,  which  died  a glimmer- 
ing: light,  we  came  at  length  to  a wooden 
door,  which  feemed  the  entrance  of  a hovel ; 
it  opened,  and  difeovered  a fuperb  rotunda, 
with  an  elegant  dome  of  the  moft  beautiful  fym- 
metry,  illuminated  with  innumerable  lamps ; in 

death  of  Ladiflaus  Loketec,  in  1333.  The  fixth,  which  was  in  the 
prefs,  contains  the  reign  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  and  the  feventh  will 
comprife  the  interregnum  which  followed  the  death  of  Cafimir,  the 
reign  of  Louis,  and  the  fubfequent  interregnum,  to  the  election  of 
Ladiilaus  Jaghellon. 

* I had  feveral  opportunities  of  remarking  the  prevalency  of  the 
Latin  tongue  in  Poland  $ when  I vifited  the  prifons  I converted  in 
that  language  with  a common  foldier,  who  flood  guard  at  the  en- 
trance*. he  fpoke  it  with  great  fluency. 
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the  circumference  were  four  open  receffes  be- 
tween pillars  of  artificial  marble  the  receffes 
contained  fophas,  with  paintings  in  frefco , re- 
prefenting  the  triumphs  of  Bacchus,  Silenus, 
Love,  and  the  victory  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia 
over  the  Turks.  While  we  were  admiring  the 
beauty  of  the  rotunda,  our  ears  were  fuddenly 
regaled  with  a concert  of  exquifite  mufic  from 
an  invifible  band,  and  a magnificent  table  was 
fpread  with  fuch  expedition,  as  to  referable  the 
effects  of  enchantment.  We  fat  down  to  fupper 
with  the  king,  the  prince,  and  a chofen  com- 
pany. Our  fpirits  were  elevated  by  the  beauty 
of  the  faloon,  by  the  hofpitality  of  the  prince, 
and  by  the  affability  of  the  king ; who,  fo  far 
from  being  a conftraint  to  the  fociety,  greatly 
enlivened  it  by  his  vivacity,  and  feemed  the  foul 
of  the  party.  I never  paffed  a more  agreeable 
evening ; the  converfation  was  animated  and  ra- 
tional; while  the  focial  cafe,  which  diffufed  it- 
felf  through  every  part  of  the  company,  realize4 
this  convivial  picture ; 

La  Liberie  convive  aimable 
Met  ies  deux  coudes  fur  la  tablef 

* Thefe  pillars  are  of  the  fame  compofition  and  colour  with 
thofe  of  the  Pantheon  in  Oxford-Street, 
t Voltaire. 
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Even  without  the  luftre  of  a crown,  which  is  apt 
to  dazzle  our  judgment,  the  king  of  Poland 
would  be  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  and 
polite  gentlemen  in  Europe ; he  has  a furprizing 
fund  of  interefting  converfation,  and  I never  had 
the  honour  of  accefs  to  his  company  without 
being  both  informed  and  delighted.  Plis  ma- 
jefty  did  not  retire  until  one  o’clock,  when  the 
company  feparated,  and  we  returned  to  Warfaw 
highly  delighted  with  our  evening’s  entertain- 
ment. 

I have  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention  the 
elegance  and  luxury  of  the  Polifh  nobility  in 
their  houfes  and  villas  ; in  their  decorations  and 
furniture  they  feem  to  have  happily  blended  the 
Engl i ill  and  French  modes;  in  their  entertain- 
ments they  are  exquifitely  refined,  and  as  they 
fpare  no  expence,  and  have  a good  tafte,  they 
generally  fucceed  in  creating  pleafure  and  fur- 
prize.  We  every  day  experienced  the  agreeable 
effefts  of  their,  hofpitality  and  politenefs  ; but 
by  none  were  we  fo  elegantly  regaled  as  by  the 
princefs  Zartorifka  in  a fete  champetre , of  which 
I fli all  attempt  a defcription. 

Povonfki,  the  villa  of  prince  Adam  Zartorifki, 
is  three  miles  from  Warfaw  in  the  midft  of  a fo- 
reft ; the  frtuation  is  almofl  level,  with  here  and 
there  a gentle  hope,  which  produces  an  agree- 
able 


C.  3. 


W A R $ A W. 


167 


able  variety.  The  grounds  are  laid  out  in  the 
Englilh  taite,  with  a beautiful  intermixture  of 
lawn  and  wood ; walks  are  cut  through  the 
wood,  and  carried  a Ion  2;  the  banks  of  a lively 
ftream. 

The  houfe,  which  hands  upon  a gentle  rife, 
has  the  appearance  of  a cottage,  conftrudted  like 
thofe  of  the  pea  fan  ts,  with  trunks  of  trees  piled 
upon  each  other,  and  thatched  with  ftraw:  be- 
fide  the  principal  building,  there  are  feparate  cot- 
tages for  the  children  and  attendants,  each  with 
its  inclofures  and  a fmall  garden ; this  group  of 
ftructures  bears  the  refemblance  of  a fcattered 
hamlet.  Other  buildings,  fucli  as  fummer- 
houfes,  pavilions,  rufiic  fheds,  and  ruins,  are 
difperfed  through  the  grounds ; and  the  {tables 
are  conhruCted  in  the  form  of  a half-demolifhed 
amphitheatre.  Several  romantic  bridges,  rudely 
compofed  of  the  trunks  and  bent  branches  of 
trees,  contribute  to  heighten  the  rufticity  of  the 
fcenery. 

On  our  arrival  wre  repaired  to  the  principal  cot- 
tage, where  the  princefs  was  ready  to  receive  us. 
We  expected  the  infide  to  be  furniflied  in  the  fim* 
pie  ftyle  of  a peafant’s  hovel ; but  were  furpri zed 
to  find  every  fpecies  of  elegant  magnificence 
which  riches  and  tafte  could  collect.  All  the 
apartments  are  decorated  in  the  moft  coftly  man- 
ner; but  the  fplendour  of  the  bath-room  is  pe- 
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culiarly  firiking ; the  fides  are  covered  with 
fmall  fquare  pieces  of  Drefden  porcelain,  orna- 
mented with  an  elegant  fprig ; and  the  border 
and  cieling  are  painted  in  beautiful  feftoons. 
The  expence  of  fitting  up  this  apartment  muft 
have  been  prodigious ; as  each  piece  of  china 
coft  at  Drefden  three  ducats*.  Having  fur- 
veyed  all  the  apartments,  we  proceeded  to  an 
inclofure  near  the  houfe,  furrounded  with  large 
blocks  of  granite  and  fallen  trees  placed  in  the 
mod;  natural  and  pidlurefque  manner ; here  we 
drank  tea  upon  the  lawn.  From  thence  we  re- 
paired to  the  cottages  inhabited  by  the  children, 
which  are  fitted  up  in  different  ffyles,  but  with 
equal  elegance. 

After  walking  round  the  grounds,  the  company 
adjourned  to  a Turkifh  tent  of  rich  and  curious 
workmanfhip,  pitched  in  a retired  field  near  the 
ruined  amphitheatre.  This  tent  belonged  to  the 
grand- vizier,  and  was  taken  during  the  late  war 
between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks:  within  was 
a fettee,  and  a carpet  fpread  upon  the  ground. 
Here  we  remained  converting  until  dufk,  when 
the  princefs  propofed  returning;  flie  led  us 
through  the  houfe  to  a fmall  fpot  of  rifing  ground, 
where  we  were  fudden  ly  ftruck  with  a moft  beau- 
tiful illumination.  A ruflic  bridge,  of  a fingle 
arch,  thrown  over  a broad  piece  of  water,  was 

* About  jl.  73.  6d, 
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ftudded  with  feveral  thoufand  lamps  of  different 
colours;  the  reflection  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  deceive 
the  eye,  and  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a bril- 
liant circle  fufpended  in  the  air.  While  we 
flopped  to  admire  this  delightful  fcene,  a band 
of  muiic  {truck  up  at  a little  diltance,  and 
amufed  us  with,  an  excellent  concert.  We  were 
led  from  this  enchanting  fpot,  acrofs  the  illu- 
minated bridge,  to  a thatched  pavilion,  open  at 
the  fides,  and  lupported  by  pillars  ornamented 
with  fefloons  of  flowers ; we  found  within  a cold 
collation,  and  fat  down  to  a table  covered  with 
all  kinds  of  delicacies,  with  the  moil  coflly 
wines,  and  almoft  every  fpecies  of  fruit  which 
art  or  nature  could  furnifh.  The  evening  was 
delightful,  the  fcenery  piClurefque,  the  fare  de- 
licious ; the  company  in  good  fpirits ; for  who 
could  be  otherwife,  when  every  circumflance, 
which  the  tafte  and  ingenuity  of  our  fair  hoflefs 
could  invent,  confpired  to  heighten  the  enter- 
tainment? 

The  collation  being  ended,  we  rofe  from  table, 
which  I concluded  to  be  the  clofe  of  the  enter- 
tainment, but  was  agreeably  difappointed : the 
gardens  were  fuddenly  illuminated  ; we  ranged 
about  as  fancy  dictated,  and  were  gratified  with 
the  found  of  wind  inftruments  in  different  parts 
of  the  grounds.  We  repaffed  the  bridge,  and 
returned  into  the  cottage,  when  the  two  eldefl 
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daughters  of  the  princefs,  habited  in  Grecian 
dreffes  of  elegant  bin  pi  i city,  performed  a Polifh 
and  Coffac  dance  ; the  former  ferious  and  grace- 
ful, the  latter  comic  and  lively.  The  eldeft  fon, 
a boy  eight  years  of  age,  next  performed  a 
hornpipe  with  great  agility,  and  afterwards  a 

dance  in  the  ftyle  of  the  Polifh  peafants  with 

■ \ 

much  humour.  It  was  now  paft  two  in  the  morn- 
ing ; but  as  there  muft  be  an  end  of  all  fub lunary 
joys,  we  took  our  leave,  exp  raffing  our  thanks 
and  gratitude  in  language  inadequate  to  our  feel- 
ings. Imagination  can  fcarcely  form  a fete 
champetre  fo  elegant,  and  I am  perfuaded  it  will 
' feldom  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  fame  perfon  to  par- 
take of  fuch  a pleafmg  entertainment  twice  in 
his  life. 

The  day  before  our  departure  we  dined  with 
the  bifhop  of  Plottko,  the  king’s  brother,  at  his 
palace  of  Jabloniika,  fituated  eight  miles  from 
Warfaw,  near  the  banks  of  the  Viftula,  con- 
ftrubted  after  the  defign,  and  at  the  expcnce,  of 
t the  king.  One  of  the  apartments,  called  the 

ITurkifh  falcon,  is  remarkable  for  its  elegance 

and  fmgularity  ; it  is  in  the  Oriental  tafte,  of  an 
oblong  111  ape,  very  lofty,  with  a fountain  in  the 
middle,  furrounded  with  a parterre  of  flowers  ; 
between  the  parterre  and  tides  of  the  room  are 
ranges  of  Turkifh  fophas.  The  variegated  tints 
and  rich  fragrance  of  the  flowers,  joined  to  the 
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tranfparency  and  murmurs  of  the  fountain,  pro- 
duce a moft  pleafing  eftect ; and,  together  with 
the  coolnefs  of  the  apartment,  render  it  a deli- 
cious retreat  from  the  heats  of  fummer. 

In  the  evening  we  accompanied  prince  Stanif- 
laus  to  liis  nrajefty’s  villa,  well  allured  of  pahing 
an  interefting  evening  ; but  it  was  now  embit- 
tered with  the  reflection  that  this  was  the  laft 
time  of  our  admilfion  to  the  company  of  this 
amiable  monarch.  In  the  following  convolu- 
tion I had  an  additional  proof  of  his  humanity 
and  condefcenfion : “ You  have  been  to  the  pri- 
fons#,  and  I am  afraid  you  found  them  in  a 
wretched  condition.”  To  have  mentioned  all 
their  abufes,  when  I knew  that  his  majefty  could 
not  correCt  them,  would  onlv  have  been  an  in- 
fult.  I endeavoured'  therefore  to  palliate  my  an- 
fwer,  by  remarking,  what  is  but  too  true,  that 
in  feveral  inftances  they  were  notfo  ill  regulated 
as  in  England.  “ I am  furprized,”  returned  the 
king,  “ that  a nation,  which  juftly  piques  itfelf 
for  humanity,  fliould  be  deficient  in  fo  effort iat 
an  article  of  police.”  I then  ventured,  with  as 
much  delicacy  as  poffible,  to  point  cut  a mate- 
rial abufe  in  the  prifons  of  Warfaw,  which  might 
probably  be  in  his  majefty’s  power  to  alleviate  at 
leaft,  if  not  to  remedy.  The  circumftance  al- 
luded to  was,  that  there  is  no  feparate  room  for 


* See  the  latter  part  of  Chap.  5. 
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the  accommodation  of  fick  prifoners * at  the 
fame  time  I apologized  for  this  inftance  of  pre- 
fumption,  which  nothing  but  compaffion  for  the 
unfortunate  could  extort  from  me.  “ He  who 
pleads  the  caufe  of  the  unhappy/’  replied  the 
king,  “ is  always  liftened  to  with  pleafure an 
expreffion  I lhall  never  forget,  and  which  con- 
vinced me,  by  the  pathetic  manner  in  which  it 
was  uttered,  that  it  was  the  real  fentiment  of  his 
heart.  The  turn  of  the  converfation  led  the  king 
to  enlarge  upon  the  code  of  laws  preparing  for 
the  infpectionof  the  approaching  diet;  when  he 
expatiated,  with  peculiar  fatisfaction,  upon  fome 
beneficial  regulations  calculated  to  promote  the 
impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice.  “ Happy 
Englifhmen!”  exclaimed  the  king,  “yourhpufe 
is  raifed,  and  mine  is  yet  to  build.” 

After  fupper,  which  paffed  no  lefs  agreeabty 
than  the  preceding  entertainments,  we  were  pre- 
fen ted  to  take  leave ; the  king  condefcended  to 
inquire  the  route  we  intended  to  take,  and  to 
point  out  objects  worthy  of  obfervation.  “ Your 
majefty,”  I ventured  to  obferve,  has  omitted 
the  manufactures  which  you  have  eftablifhed  at 
Grodno*.”  “ An  Englifhman,”  replied  the  king, 
“ after  having  feen  the  manufactures  of  his  own 
country,  will  find  little  deferring  his  curiofity 
in  any  other,  and  particularly  in  this  kingdom, 

* Scq  Chap.  6-  article  Grodno, 
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where  there  is  a fettled  averfion  to  commerce. 
The  eftabliihment  at  Grodno  is  but  a beginning  : 
I confider  it  only  as  a pledge  of  my  future  in- 
tentions.’’ I then  mentioned  the  new  regula- 
tions in  theuniverfity  ofVilna,  and  the  foundation 
of  a phyfic-garden  at  Grodno.  “You  are  deceiv- 
ed by  the  fimilarity  of  names.  An  Englifli  uni- 
verfity  is  as  much  fuperior  to  foreign  feminaries, 
as  your  nation  excels  all  others  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  literature,  and  the  encouragement  of  ge- 
nius and  abilities.  The  academy  at  Vilna  is  more 
the  image  of  what  it  was,  and  of  what  it  ought 
to  be,  than  an  obje6t  of  a traveller’s  curiofity.” 
He  then  gracioufly  expreffed  his  regret  at  our 
departing  fo  foon  from  Warfaw,  and,  wifliing  us 
a good  journey,  retired. 

I fhall  not,  I flatter  myfelf,  appear  too  minute 
in  relating  tliefe  circumftances  ; the  familiar  in- 
cidents of  domeftic  life  place  the  chara&er  of  a 
foverign  in  a truer  point  of  view  than  the  fplen- 
did  occurrences  of  public  grandeur,  where  the 
real  difpofition  is  often  difguifed  by  form,  or  fa- 
crificed  to  policy. 

Such  were  the  remarks  wliich  I made  at  War- 
faw in  1779  ; a fecond  vifit  to  the  fame  capital, 
in  1785,  furniflied  me  with  little  additional  mat- 
ter. 

May  29,  1785.  About  feventy  miles  from 
Konigfbefg,  quitting  the  Black  Eagle  of  Pruffia, 
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we  recognifed  the  White  Eagle  of  Poland,  and, 
pahing  through  feveral  miferable  villages,  reach- 
ed, on  the  evening  of  the  Sift,  Warfaw,  without 
meeting  with  a fmgie  object  worthy  of  attention, 
or  a fmgie  adventure  worthy  of  notice. 

Having  before  defcribed  our  prefen tation  at 
court,  and  reception  from  Stanillaus  Auguftus, 
I ftiall  not  again  repeat  iimilar  marks  of  conde- 
fcendence  and  benignity  with  which  I was  ho- 
noured by  that  amiable  fovereign,  nor  the  hof- 
pitabie  manner  in  which  I was  again  received  by 
the  Polilh  nobilitv. 

The  reader  will  recollect  that,  in  my  firft  vifit 
to  Warfaw,  I defcribed  Poland  as  almoft  a Ruffian 
province,  governed  by  the  embaffador  # of  Ca- 
tharine the  Second. 

In 

* The  influence  of  the  king  of  Poland  was  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
on  the  vacancy  of  every  office,  even  in  the  king’s  houfehold,  ap- 
plications were  made  to  the  Ruffian  embaffador.  In  communicat- 
ing this  information,  count  Stackelberg  added,  <£  Even  on  the  death 
of  a page,  the  other  day,  I was  teazed  with  applications.” 

'Another  anecdote,  communicated  from  the  fame  authority, 
It  ill  further  difplays  the  great,  influence  of  Pauls  a in  Poland, 
and  the  extreme  dependance  of  the  king.  Stackelberg  received 
orders  from  the  emprefs,  to  affift  the  king,  in  obtaining  from 
the  diet,  a fum  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  which  amount- 
ed to  10,000,000  florins  3 but  not  openly,  unlefs  it  wras  abfolutely 
neceflary.  The  king  propofed  demanding  this  fum 3 but  on  found- 
ing the  inclinations  of  the  leading  members,  deemed  it  prudent  to 
require  only  7,000,000.  He  met,  however,  with  fucli  oppofltion, 
as  induced  him  to  inform  the  Ruffian  embaffador,  that  he  relin- 
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In  the  iecond  tour,  I found  the  whole  king- 
dom in  the  fame  hate  of  fubjedtion  to  Ituffia  as 
in  my  frit  expedition,  and  fatally  announcing, 

by 

quiihed  all  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  would  not  propofe  it.  Early  the 
next  morning,  the  king’s  friends  wrote  to  the  embaffador  that  his 
majefty  was  in  deep  dejeCtion,  and  requefted  him  to  promife  the 
king  his  influence  at  the  next  diet  3 with  which  he  complied,  and 
fucceeded  by  a public  application. 

On  this  occafion  I cannot  omit  adding  an  interefting  anecdote 
which  delicacy  prevented  me  from  difcloling  during  the  lives  of 
the  perfons  to  whom  it  relates,  as  it  difplays  the  extreme  fenfibility 
of  the  king,  and  the  reftraint  under  which  he  laboured  in  the  pre~ 
fence  of  the  Ruffian  embaffador. 

The  king  having  condefcended  to  {hew  us  his  villa,  as  he  was 
conducting  us  through  the  upper  fuite  of  apartments,  in  company 
with  count  Stackelberg,  I noticed  a book  on  the  library  table, 
which  contained  the  principal  documents  on  the  partition  of  Po- 
land *.  ExprefTmg  my  curiofity  to  examine  a publication  on  that 
interefting  event,  and  addrefling  myfelf  to  his  majefty  in  Englifh, 
the  king  interrupted  me  by  placing  his  finger  on  his  lips,  as  an  in- 
dication of  filence,  and  palled  into  another  apartment.  At  the 
conclufion  of  fupper,  one  of  his  majcfty’s  officers  conduced  me  to 
the  door  of  the  library.  On  entering,  I found  the  king  alone,  ftand- 
ing  by  the  fide  of  the  table.  “ I obferved,”  he  faid,  pointing  to 
the  book,  “ that  you  teftified  great  curiority  to  examine  this  work.’ 
The  abrupt  manner  in  which  I interrupted  your  inquiries,  might 
perhaps  appear  rude;  but  I was  unwilling  to  converfe  on  the  fub- 
je£t  before  the  Ruffian  embaffador.  He  then,  in  an  affeCting  tone 
of  voice,  and  an  animated  ftrain  of  eloquence,  adverted  to  the  me- 
naces of  the  Pruffian,  Auftrian,  and  Ruffian  courts. 

“ If  I had  time,  he  faid,  to  expatiate  on  the  fecret  hiftory  of  that 
eventful  period,  and  could  defcribe  the  menaces  of  the  Ruffian  em- 

' * Recueil  des  declarations,  notes  et  faits  principaux,  qul  ont  precede  et 

accompagne  la  Diets  Confederee  depuis  le  iS  Septembre  1772.  jufqu’a  14  Mai 
1773.  410, 
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by  a total  clependance  on  a foreign  power,  its  fad 
decline  from  its  former  preponderance  in  the 
North,  and  the  wretched  conftitution  by  which 
it  is  governed. 

ballad  or,  the  perfonal  mortifications  which  I endured,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  involving  my  family  in  ruin,  had  I refufed  my  fignature^ 
it  would  perhaps  extenuate  my  apparent  want  of  firmnefs,  which 
has  been  fo  much  calumniated.  This  book  contains  the  principal 
documents  relative  to  that  unfortunate  tranfadtion,  and  is  the  only 
juftification  of  my  condudt.  You  will  find  therein  the  declarations 
of  the  rrfinifters  of  the  three  powers,  the  anfwers  of  the  Polifh  mini- 
flers,  and  the  four  fpeeches  which  I addrefled  to  the  diet,  in  which  you 
will  perceive  that  I did  not  conceal  my  fentiments,  and  that  I openly 
teftified  my  repugnance  to  the  adf  of  difmemberment.”  He  then  re- 
capitulated the  heads  of  his  celebrated  fpeech  on  the  joth  of  May. 
He  dwelt  with  peculiar  emphafis  on  that  part,  where  he  appealed  to 
the  nation  at  large,  if  he  had  ever  broken  a fingle  article  of  the 
Padla  Conventa.  “ I demand  of  you,  with  the  confidence  of  the 
prophet,  my  people,  what  have  I done  ? Behold  here  I am,  witnefs 
againfl  me.  Whole  ox  have  I taken,  or  whom  have  I defrauded  $ 
whom  have  I opprefled,  or  ofwhofe  hand  have  I received  any  bribe 
to  blind  mine  eyes,  and  I will  reftore  it  to  you.”  “ Here,”  he  added, 
“ I fat  down,  and  had  I beenguiity  of  oppreffion  or  fraud,  doubtlefs 
numbers  would  have  accufed  me  5 for  I was  without  fupport,  and 
almoft  without  a fingle  friend  to  fpeak  in  my  favour.  A dead  fi- 
lence  for  more  than  ten  minutes  enfued : I then  rofe  again,  and 
concluded  my  juftification.” 

During  this  fcene,  the  violence  of  his  emotions  almoft  ftifled  his 
voice,  and  tears  ftreamed  down  his  cheeks  j haftily  taking  up  the 
book,  he  put  it  into  my  hands,  adding,  “ this  is  my  only  apolosy, 
read  it,  and  judge  of  my  conduct ; and  I am  happy  in  prefenting 
it  to  an  Englifhman  whom  I efteem.”  He  then  bowed,  and  I re' 
tired. 

The  impreffion  of  this  affecting  fcene  will  never  be  erafed  from  my 
memory,  and  I keep  this  work  as  a relic  of  tins  amiable  and  unfor- 
tunate monarch. 

Although 
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Although  it  is  foreign  to  myputpofe  to  no- 
tice anv  changes  which  took  place  in  Poland  fince 
my  departure,  in  May  1735,  yet  I cannot  avoid 
remarking,  that  in  1789  and  1^90,  the  eiflprefs 
of  Raffia  loll  her  influence,  withdrew  her  troops, 


and  recalled  her  embaffador;  and  the  natives 
made  forne  efforts  to  increafe  and  difeipline  their 


annv,  and  raife  their  confequcnce  in  the  confi- 

t 

deration  of  Europe. 

The  permanent  council  was  aboliihed,  and  fe- 
vend  alterations  introduced  into  the  form  of  go- 


vernment, tending  to  emancipate  the  country 
from  the  influence  ofRuffia,  and  to  reft  ore  it  to 


itiVlf,  if  it  is  poffible  to  reftore  a country,  in 
which  faction  and  anarchy  are  the  chara&eriftic 

mf 

features. 


But  as  Long  as  the  monarchy  continues  elective 
ns  long  as  the  nobles  and  gentry  alone  enjoy  the 
right  of  polfeffing  land,  and  as  long  as  the  peafants 
are  Haves,  all  alterations  in  the  form  of  government 
mult  be  merely  nominal,  and  its  e hence  mu  ft  hill 
continue  the  fame.  The  king  muft  always  be  a 
puppet  in  the  hands  of  his  moft  powerful  neigh- 


* The  reader  will  recoiled!,  that  thefe  remarks  were  made  when 
Poland  was  ai \ eledi'i^e  monarchy;  what  eliedt  the  late  furpriilng 
revolution,  in  1791,  which,  if  permanent,  has  introduced  an  heredi- 
tary monarchy,  may  have  on  this  hitherto  convuifed  kingdom,  is 
an  inquiry  foreign  from  the  prefent  work. 
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hour,  and  the  nobles,  in  whom  are  veiled  the  fit- 
preme  authority,  turbulent,  and  above  controul, 
except  awed  by  fome  foreign  power. 

In  fa6t,  Poland  has  no  nerve  or  vigour  of  itfe 
own,  but  receives  hnpulfe  from  one  of  the  fur- 
rounding powers.  By  the  change  of  northern 
politics,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  in  alliance  with 
Great  Britain  and  Holland,  has  fucceeded  to  the 
influence  before  poffefled  by  Catharine  the  Se- 
cond, and  directs  the  republic  almoft  with  the 
fame  unbounded  fway.  But  the  fate  of  Poland, 
like  that  of  its  vaffal  the  duke  of  Courland,  mufl 
ultimately  depend  on  the  event  of  the  prefent 
war  between  RulTia  and  the  Turks,  and  on  the 
final  tendency  of  the  negotiations,  either  to  en- 
large or  to  confine  the  preponderating  of  Buffi  at 
in  the  fcale  of  the  North. 
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Since  thefe  reflexions  were  made,  Poland  is 
no  more ! The  abolition  of  an  elective  monarchy, 
and  the  formation  of  a new  conftitution  on  the 
bafis  of  hereditary  fovereignty,  which  gave  fin- 
guine  hopes  of  emancipation  from  foreign  in- 
fluence, were  but  of  temporary  duration.  At 
this  cribs,  Great  Britain,  who  had  promoted  the 
‘emancipation  of  Poland,  having  fufpended  her 
Iioftile  preparations  againfl  Buffi  a,  and  Auftria  be- 
in  gem  barraffed  in  a conteft  with  France,  Poland 
teas  left  to  her  fate.  The  emprefs  having  dictat- 
ed peace  to  the  Turks,  hired  the  king  of  Pruffia 
with  the  offer  of  Dantzick  and  Thorn,  which  the 
Poles  had  refufed  to  cede,  as  the  price  of  his 
guaranty  of  the  new  conftitution.  Poland  was 
accordingly  inundated  vTith  Ruffian  and  Pruffian 
troops,  compelled  to  refume  her  ancient  confu- 
tation, and  fubmit  to  a new  difmerhberment, 
which  took  place  in  the  beginning  of  i 793,  and 
deprived  her  of  half  her  remaining  population 
and  revenue. 

In  this  hate  of  imbecility,  without  an  army, 
without  revenue,  and  without  union,  a fmall  but 
defperate  band  of  Poles,  headed  by  Kofciufko, 
made  a convulfive  effort  to  regain  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  country.  But  after  a fhort 
dawn  of  fuccels,  which  increafed  their  numbers 
without  increafmg  their  unioQ,  thisimdifciplined 
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body  was  overpowered  by  the  Ruffian  and  Pruffian 
forces,  the  king  compelled  to  abdicate,  and  the 
whole  country  incorporated  in  the  dominions  of 
Ruffia,  Pruffia,  and  Auftria. 

The  hiflory  of  thefe  tranlaCtions  is  too  recent 
to  need  recapitulation  ; but  the  reader  will  pro- 
bably be  interefled  in  the  fate  of  the  amiable  mo  - 
narch, whofe  life  formed  a feries  of  the  moil  ex- 
traordinary and  calamitous  events. 

After  his  abdication,  Staniflaus  refided  at 
Grodno,  a kind  of  Hate  prifoner,  His  debts, 

i 

which  were  very  confiderable,  were  difcharged, 
and  lie  enjoyed  an  annual  revenue  of  COO, 000  du- 
cats. On  expreffing  his  averfiou  to  refid e in  his 
former  kingdom  in  a ftate  of  vaffalage,  the  em- 
prefs  offered  him  a palace  at  Mofcow ; but  he 
requ cited  permiffion  to  retire  to  Rome,  where 
many  abdicated  {Sovereigns  had  found  an  afylum, 
and  where  his  love  for  the  fine  arts  might  con- 
tribute to  foothe  his  regret  for  his  loft  authority. 


Permiffion  being  granted,  he  was  preparing  for 
his  departure,  when  the  invafion  of  Italy  by  the 
French  compelled  him  to  relinquifh  his  fa- 
vourite obiect.  He  then  defired  to  transfer  the 
place  of  his  retreat  to  Mittau,  and  the  death  of 
the  emprefs  intervening,  renewed  his  application 
to  Paul.  The  emperor  returned  an  artfwer  with 
his  own  hand,  and  invited  him  to  Peteriburgh, 
an  invitation  which  the  abdicated  fovereign  con- 
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fidered  as  a mandate,  and  could  not  venture  to 
difobey ' 

Staniflaus  arrived  at  Peterfburg  early  in  1797? 
and  according  to  the  appointment  of  the  love- 
reign,  fixed  his  refidence  in  the  marble  palace  on 
the  banks  of  the  Neva. 

During  the  firft  winter  he  was  treated  with 
jefpedi  and  attention  by  the  emperor  and  the 
court.  His  amiable  difpofition  led  him  to  lliare 
frequently,  and  with  apparent  fatisfaction,  the 
fplendid  amufements  which  the  Ruffian  nobles 
readily  prepared  for  fo  diftinguifhed  a ftr  anger. 
He  vilited  on  familiar  terms  thepricipal  nobility, 
and  the  attendance  of  two  pages  in  the  anti* 
chamber,  alone  recalled  to  recollection  his  fallen 
dignity ; but  from  the  moment  he  entered  the 
room,  he  was  only  diftinjmifhed  as  the  moft  ami- 

J t o 

able  man  in  the  fociety.  Ilis  fondnefs  for  thea- 
trical  amufements  followed  him  in  his  retreat ; 
he  feemed  to  derive  much  pleafure  from  the  pri- 
vate reprefentations  given  by  the  nobles,  and 
even  fitted  up  a fmall  theatre  in  the  marble  pa* 
lace. 

* He  might  have  faid,  with  the  depofed  Richard,  in  the  word's 
«f  his  favourite  Shakefpear : 

“ Alack  ! why  am  I fent  for  to  a king. 

Before  I have  fhook  off  the  regal  thoughts 
Wherewith  I reign’d  ? I hardly  yet  have  learn’d 

i 

To  infinuate,  flatter,  bow,  and  bend  my  knee  $, 

Give  forrow  leave  a while  to  tutor  rae 
To  this  fubmiflion.’* 

N 3 


His 


182  TRAVELS  I IN'  POLAND.  B.  2. 

His  tafte  for  the  fine  arts  formed  another  fource 
of  amufement,  and  he  was  permitted  to  affemble 
the  few  fpecimens  which  were  faved  from  the  ge- 
neral wreck.  Several  of  thefe  were  accepted  by 
the  empcroi  as  prefents ; fome  were  diftributed 
in  various  paits  of  the  palace,  and  two  ftatues  of 
exquifite  workmanfliip  were  placed  in  the  fplen- 
did  hall  of  St.  George,  and  acknowledged  as  the 
gift  of  Staniflaus,  while  accepting  the  hofpita- 
lity  of  Paul  the  firfb 

In  the  morning  it  was  his  ufual  cuftom,  if  the 
weather  and  his  health  permitted,  to  take  the 
exercife  of  riding.  He  mounted  a fmall  but  fa- 
vourite  horfe,  which  he  had  polfeifed  many  years, 
and  often  mentioned  with  great  affection,  as, 
having  carried  him  in  the  molt  critical  moments 
of  his  life.  On  thefe  occaiions,  he  was  attended 
by  his  aide  de  camp,  matter  of  the  horle,  pages* 
and  a numerous  fuitc,  and  received  from  the  po- 
pulace of  St.  Peterfburgh  the  fame  honours  as 
were  paid  to  the  Imperial  family.  But  he  fub- 
mitted  to  this  ceremony  rather  in  conformity  to 
the  withes  of  the  emperor,  than  from  any  fatis- 
fabtion  he  himfelf  derived  from  fuch  a mockery 
of  royal  retinue. 

During  the  fummer,  the  emperor  allotted  for 
his  refidence  the  palace  of  Camminioftroff,  which 
he  had  himfelf  occafionally  inhabited  whilft 
Grand  Duke,  and  which  Was  only  diftant  three 

miles 
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miles  from  the  capital.  From  this  place  he  paid 
vifits  to  the  neighbouring  nobility,  attended  the 
court  at  Gatchina,  and  frequented  the  annual 
galas  at  the  Imperial  palace  of  Peterhoff. 

The  king’s  family  confifted  of  his  filler,  widow 
of  J ohn  Zamoifki,  waivrode  of  Podolia,  her  daugh- 

s 

ter,  and  her  fon-in-law  M,  Minilhec,  who  was 
marlhal  of  the  court,  his  natural  fon,  M.  Chi- 
hotlky,  who  was  his  aide  de  camp,  a French  ec- 
clefiaftic,  and  two  chamberlains,  Thefe,  with 
perhaps  two  or  three  perfons  nominally  holding 
offices  in  his  eftabliffiment,  were  admitted  to 
his  table.  The  other  attendants  had  grown 
old  round  his  perfon,  and  ferved  with  unlliaken 
fidelity  amidll  all  his  afflictions.  Among  thefe 
was  a native  Pole,  who  retained  the  national  ha- 
bit. Although  deaf  and  dumb,  he  was  much 
employed  by  the  king.  From  long  experience 
in  his  royal  mailer’s  habits  of  life,  and  from  a de- 
gree of  intelligence,  notunufualin  thofe  depriv- 
ed of  the  ordinary  fources  of  knowledge,  he  was 
extremely  ufeful  by  receiving  orders  which  no 
indifferent  perfon  could  comprehend,  and  thus 
relieved  the  king  from  the  officious  offers  of  polite- 
nefs,  to  which  he  would  otherwife  have  been  ex- 
pofed.  Hiskindnefs  to  this  dumb  attendant,  and 
the  fatisfaCtion  he  expreffedin  relieving  his  com- 
pany from  frequent  ailiduities,  gave  a ftrong 
proof  of  his  benevolence  and  politenefs. 
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According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  the 
king  dined  at  three  ; he  occafionally  gave  enter* 
tainments  to  numerous  guefts,  but  ufually  admits 
ted  to  his  table  a few  perfons  whom  he  honoured 
with  familiar  intercourfe  ; and  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  his  fociety  was  truly  engaging,  from  his 
unceafing  affability  and  flow  of  converfation. 

The  company,  as  ufual  on  the  continent,  re* 
tired  immediately  after  dinner.  The  king 
then  went  to  his  cabinet,  and  remained  till  one 
of  his  chamberlains  announced  the  arrival  of  the 
more  formal  vifitors,  when  he  again  returned  to 
the  drawing  room.  A circle  was  immediately 
formed,  no  one  attempted  to  lit,  the  king  fuc- 
ceffively  addreffed  the  company,  and  on  this  oc- 
cafion  alone  preferved  fome  remains  of  the  ftate 
and  etiquette  of  royalty.  At  the  conclufion  of 
this  ceremony  the  king,  if  he  had  no  parti- 
cular engagement,  retired  again  to  his  cabinet* 
and  in  the  evening  admitted  his  familiar  vi- 
fitors,  and  occafionally  entertained  them  with 
concerts  of  mufic,  of  which  he  was  extreme- 
ly fond.  Thefe  hours  of  relaxation  were  parti- 
cularly interefting  to  thofe  who  had  the  honour 
of  enjoying  his  intimate  fociety,  as  bps  con- 
verfation  was  more  unreferved,  and  rendered 
highly  impreflive  by  his  benevolence,  refined 
tafte,  and  tlie  reflections  derived  from  the  various 
incidents  of  his  chequered  life. 
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His  attachment  to  England  continued  undi- 

o 

miniihed  ; he  was  particularly  inquifitive  on  our 
cLomeftic  date,  and  appeared  anxious  to  afcertam 
the  practical  application  of  thofe  principles  of 
our  conftitutign,  which  he  had  collected  from 
read  in  a;.  He  always  mentioned  with -great  af- 
fedtion  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  expreffed 
extreme  fatisfaftion  at  the  honourable  manner  in 
which  a decree  was  conferred  on  him. 

He  was  particularly  (truck  with  examining  a 
copy  of  the  ftatutes,  which  were  (hewn  him  by  an 
Englilh  gentleman,  “ I felt  at  firft  furprifed,”  laid 
he,  u to  find  that  a learned  focietvylike  the  uni'ver- 
fity  of  Oxford,  lhould  retain  fuch  obfolete  fta- 
tutes as  their  body  of  laws.  But  it  is  with  this 
as  with  your  conftitution ; though  much  obfo- 
lete matter  exifts,  the  practical  operation  is  for 
the  general  good.  Nothing  feems  to  mark  the 
diffufion  of  common  fenfe  throughout  your 
country,  more  than  this  circumftancc,  that  you 
can  conftitutionally  bend  to  every  event,  and 
that  while  your  laws  appear  to  a foreigner  a mafs 
of  confufion,  he  fees  order  in  effect  ariftne*  out 
of  it.”  In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation,  he 
phferved,  “ Your  laws  promife  little  to  the  eye 
of  a foreigner,  on  paper  ; but  aftonhli  him  by 
their  effect.  I think  you  and  I know  a country 
where  the  laws  are  very  prettily  written # ; but  the 

* Probably  alluding  to  the  codes  of  Frederick  the  Second,  and 
Catherine  the  Second. 
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fubjedt  is  little  benefited  by  them,  when  brought 
into  execution.” 

He  ftudioufiy  avoided  all  allufion  to  his  regal 
ftation,  and  to  the  incidents  of  his  unfortu- 
nate reign ; and  when  by  accident  the  recollec- 
tion of  former  events  was  forced  upon  his  mind, 
|ie  betrayed  fuch  ftrong  emotions  of  fenfibility 
and  regret,  that  it  became  a duty  in  his  vifitors. 
to  change  the  fubjedt  of  difeourfe. 

He  was  ftill  more  affected  with  the  attachment 
of  the  Poles,  who  on  entering  the  room,  at  his 
private  entertainments,  feized  his  hand  and  killed 
it  with  enthufiaftic  affedtion,  It  is  impofiible  to 
conceive  the  painful  emotions  which  the  abdi- 
cated fovereign  betrayed  on  thefe  occafions. 

Such  was  the  general  outline  of  the  king’s  pri- 
vate life,  during  his  refidence  at  St.  Peterlburgh. 
But  his  fituation  was  greatly  embittered  by  the 
{late  of  his  finances,  and  the  capricious  conduct 
of  Paul, 

Although  his  annual  penfion  of  200,000  ducats 
was  punctually  difeharged  ; yet  he  fuffered  much 
emharraffment  from  the  repeated  claims  of  thole 
who  had  fiippljed  him  with  money  in  his  diftrefs, 
or  of  thole  whofe  faithful  fervices  and  fufferings, 
on  his  account,  entitled  them  to  his  affiftance, 
or  indemnification.  Almofl  every  poft  brought 
letters  from  his  Polifh  adherents,  urging  de«* 
mands  which  he  was  unable  to  gratify. 
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The  fallen  fovereign  experienced  numerous  in- 
Ranees  of  humiliation  from  the  capricious  fove- 
reign of  RuiTia,  which  greatly  affected  a perfon 
of  his  extreme  fenfibility.  At  fir  ft  the  emperor 
loaded  him  with  marks  of  relpect  and  attention  ; 
but  the  effect  of  his  arrival  had  no  fooner  fub- 
tlded,  than  the  unfortunate  monarch  was  fub- 
jebted  to  repeated  mortifications  ; and  although 
human  nature  recoils  at  the  idea,  forced  into 
public  for  the  purpofe  of  being  infulted.  He 
was  often  feen  at  court,  where  his  conftant  at- 
tendance was  expected,  remaining  for  hours  un- 
noticed by  the  fovereign,  feparated  by  his  rank 
from  the  foreign  minifters,  every  heart  bleeding 
for  his  fituation,  and  nq  one  daring  to  approach 
him. 

He  was  dragged  to  witnefs  the  humiliating* 
fpectacle  of  the  emperor’s  coronation  at  Mof- 
cow ; and  compelled  to  hear  the  recital  of  the 
a6i,  by  which  part  of  his  kingdom  was  incorpo- 
rated with  the  Ruffian  empire.  At  this  ceremo- 
ny, oppreffed  by  fatigue  and  agitation  of  fpirits, 
he  ventured  to  lean  againft  his  feat ; but  the 
emperor  fiifpended  the  recital,  and  fent  his  aide 
de  camp  to  order  him  to  rife. 

During  the  lad  year  of  his  life,  the  difpleafure 
of  Paul  fell  on  ail  thofe  who  ventured  to  form 
part  of  bjis  fociety  ; he  was  accordingly  defected 
by  the  RhflianSj  and  fcarcely  any  but  foreigners, 
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and  a few  of  his  own  fubjeets,  frequented  the  pa- 
lace. Their  company  feemed  to  revive  his  fpirits, 
and  he  ccmfidered  every  vifit  not  as  a mark  of 
attention,  but  of  affection. 

He  appeared  in  public  to  bear  this  harfh  treat- 
ment with  magnanimity  and  compofure;  but  in 
private,  buffered  agonies  of  mind  which  furpafs 
delcription.  His  reft  was  difturbed,  he  was 
heard  to  groan  moil  bitterly,  burft  frequently 
into  tears,  and  utter  ejaculations  to  Heaven, 
which  petrified  with  horror  thole  who  llept  in 
the  adjoining  apartments. 

For  a few  days  before  his  death,  the  king  re- 
covered his  fpirits,  and  entered,  with  apparent 
fatisfaclion,  into  the  relaxations  and  amufements 
of  his  little  circle.  The  evening  which  preceded 
his  diiiblution,  he  was  unufually  compofed  and 
cheerful,  and  arranged  a mufical  party  for  the 
fubfequent  afternoon.  The  next  morning  he 
rofe  at  his  ufual  hour,  drank  coffee,  and  retired 
to  his  clofet,  where  he  was  leized  with  an  apo- 
plectic fit,  and  lay  fome  time  before  he  was  dif- 
covered.  All  medical  affiftance  was  ineffectual, 
he  retained  only  a few  fymptomS  of  animation, 
and  uttered  fome  incoherent  words  in  the  French 
language,  which  were  interpreted  by  thofe  who 
were  prefent,  as  an  effort  to  call  for  his  confeffor. 
The  prieft  being  fummoned,  read  a few  prayers, 
in  which  the  king*  appeared  to  join  with  fervour, 
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till  lie  rclapfed  into  ftupor,  and  foon  expired. 


This  event,  which  terminated  the  feries  of  Polifli 


fovereigns,  happened  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1798. 


The  next  day  the  body  was  embalmed,  and 
after  lying  in  ftate,  was  interred  in  the  catholic 
church,  with  royal  and  military  honours.  On 
this  occafion  Paul  in  peril m commanded  the 
guards  who  attended  the  funeral ; he  waited  on 
horfeback  at  the  gate  of  the  marble  palace,  and 
on  the  approach  of  the  coffin  uncovered  himfelf, 
and  faluted  as  it  palled.  At  the  folemnization 
of  the  funeral,  mats  was  performed  with  great 
ceremony,  accompanied  with  a favourite  piece 
of  mufic,  compofed  at  the  king's  defire  by  Ivof- 
lovfky,  which  had  never  been  heard  in  public. 

The  family  of  the  king  retired  from  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  his  attendants  were  either  taken  into 
the  emperor's  ferviee,  or  received,  fmall  penfions 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  .Iiis  e debts  were 
fold  by  public  auction,  and  even  his  robes  were 
not  exempted  from  this  humiliating  inftance  of 
fallen  grandeur.  It  ought  to  be  recorded,  to  the 
honour  of  the  Ruffians,  that  they  teftified  their 
refpebt,  by  bidding  largely  for  tokens  of  his  me- 
mory; and  that  his  favourite  little  horfe  was  fold 
for  a confi durable  fum. 
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Dcfcription  of  the  palace  of  Villanow.*** Account  of  John  SoblelkL 
Circumftances  of  his  death. — Intrigues  of  his  queen. — Divifiori 
and  cabals  of  his  family —-Fortitnes  of  his  children. — Extinction 
of  his  name. — Genealogical  table  of  his  defendants. 

A UGUST  6,  l/?9.  We  paffed  the  clay  at 
^ Villanow,  where  we  dined  with  prince  Zar- 
torifkij  uncle  to  the  king.  He  is  a venerable  old 
man,  near  fourfcore,  and  lives  in  the  true  ftvle 
of  ancient  hofpitalitv  * he  is  conftantlv  attended 
by  his  own  guards,  which  I mention,  not  as  be-* 
ing  peculiar  to  him,  who  enjoys  the  firft  offices 
of  the  republic,  but  becaufe  it  leads  me  to  re- 
mark, that  every  Polilh  nobleman  may  have  as 
many  guards  as  he  can  afford  to  maintain.  The 
prince  keeps  an  open  table,  at  which  there  are 
feldom  lefs  then  twenty  or  thirty  covers.  II H 
annual  revenues  amount  to  near  £.  100,000,  and 
his  ftyle  of  living  correfponds  to  this  great  in- 
come. 

Villanow  was  built  by  John  Sobielki  the  coiw 
queror  of  the  Turks  and  deliverer  of  Vienna; 
and  was  the  favourite  refidence  of  that  great  mo- 
narch, where  he  moftly  lived  when  not  in  arms, 
and  where  he  elofed  his  days.  The  palace,  being 
fold  after  his  death,  came  by  marriage  into  the 
2 family 
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family  of  Zartorifki,  and  was  lent  to  Auguftus  il 
who  confiderablv  enlarged  it.  The  outfide  is  or- 
namented  with  balfo  relievos,  rep  refen  ting  the 
principal  victories  of  John  Sob i elk i,  which  were 
probably  added  by  Auguftus ; for  Sobiefki  was 
too  modeft  and  unaffuming  to  erect  monuments 
of  his  own  o;lory, 

CO  K/  ' 


The  ana  of  John  Sobiefki,  fplendid  in  itfelf, 
appears  more  luminous,  when  contrafted  with 
the  darknefs  which  preceded  and  followed.  The 
reigns  of  his  predeceffor  and  fucceffor  were  con- 
Vulfed  with  internal  commotions ; but  thefpirit  of 
difeord  and  anarchy  was  laid  by  his  tranfcendent 
genius.  Under  his  aufpices  Poland  revived  from 
the  calamities  which  had  long*  oppreffed  her,  and 
regained  her  ancient  lplendour  : fuch  is  the  pow- 
erful afcendancy  of  a great  and  fuperior  mind. 
H is  military  talents  require  no  other  teftimony 
Than  the  victory  of  ChoLzim,  the  recovery  of  the 
Ukraine,  repeated  defeats  of  the  Turks  and  Tar- 
tars, and  the  delivery  of  Vienna  ; while  an  exact 
infight  into  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  his  coun- 
try, a manly  and  perfuaftve  eloquence,  a love 
and  protection  of  literature,  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  foreign  languages,  and  an  unceafmg 
habit  of  affability,  moderation,  and  temperance, 
render  him  no  lefs  an  objebt  of  admiration  in  his 
civil  capacity  V But  the  monarch,  who  could 

allav 
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allay  the  ferments  of  public  faction,  could  not 
fupprefs  the  domeftic  dilfenfions  of  his  own  fa- 
mily, and  the  fame  great  prince,  who  kept  a 
turbulent  people  in  awe,  and  chaftifed  the  molt 
formidable  enemies,  was  himfelf  under  the  cen- 
troid of  his  confoit,  a Frcncb  lady  of  exquifite 
beauty  and  elegant  manners,  but  of  reftlefs  in- 
trigue,  infatiable  avarice,  and  inordinate  ambi- 
tion.  This  unpr  incipled  womafi  fomented  a fpi-* 
rit  of  difunion  and  iealoufv  amongher  children, 
and  loaded  her  ekleft  fon  with  every  fpecies  of 
indignity.  She  formed  and  fupported  an  admin  i- 
ftration  called,  by  way  of  derifion,  the  Jewilli 
junto,  and  introduced  into  the  royal  houfhold  a 
narrow  pariimonv  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a 
powerful  fovereign  : in  a word,  by  a leries  of 


Sobiefki:  “ The  king  is  a very  well-fpoken  prince,  very  eafy  of  ac- 
cefs,  and  extreme  civil,  having  moll  of  the  qualities  requifite  to 
form  a complete  gentleman.  He  is  not  only  well  verfed  in  all  mi- 
litary affairs,  but  like  wife,  through  the  means  of  a French  educa- 
tion, very  opulently  ftored  with  all  polite  and  fcholaltical  learning. 
Befides  his  own  tongue,  the  Sclavonian,  he  underftands  the  Latin, 
French,  Italian,  German,  and  Turkifli  languages:  He  delights 
much  in  natural  hiltory,  and  in  all  the  parts  of  phyfic.  He  is 
wont  to  reprimand  the  clergy  for  not  admitting  the  modern  philo  - 
fophy,  fuch  as  Le  Grand’s  and  Cartefius’s,  into  the  univerlities 
and  fchools.”  South’s  Pofthumous  Works,  p.  24.. 

* Marie  de  la  Grange,  daughter  of  He  my  de  la  Grange  captain 
of  the  guards  to  Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  Frances  de  la 
Chartre,  was  maid  of  honour  to  Louifa  queen  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  She 
firft  married  Radzivil  prince  of  ZamofkF;  and  within  a month  after 
his  deceafe  fecretjy  efpoufed  John  Sobiefki,  to  whom  fhe  brought 
in  dower  a large  portion  and  the  favour  of  his  fovereign, 
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- offeniive  and  wicked  meafures,  die  alienated  from 
her  hufband  the  affedcion  of  his  lubjecls,  and  ren- 
dered the  clofe  of  his  reign  as  odious,  as  the  pre- 
ceding part  had  been  popular  and  glorious. 

The  decline  of  Sobiefki’s  life  was  clouded  with 
affliction.  He  felt  himfelf  a prey  to  a lingering 
difeafe*  • yet,  inftead  of  deriving*  comfort  from 
his  neareft  connections,  he  experienced  an  ag- 
gravation of  diftrefs  from  the  unnatural  contefts 
of  his  children,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  his 
queen.  The  decay  of  his  authority,  and  the  in- 
decent cabals  for  the  choice  of  his  fucceffor,  af- 
fected a perfon  of  his  extreme  fenfibility,  and 
his  fubjects,  inftead  of  lamenting,  feerned  eagerly 
to  anticipate  his  diffolution.  Yet,  in  this  deplo- 
rable ftate,  the  king’s  equanimity,  founded  on 
religion  and  philofophy,  did  not  forfake  him, 
and  he  retained,  even  upon  his  death-bed,  that 
mixture  of  ferioufnefs  and  gaiety,  ftrength  of 
reafoning  and  quicknefs  of  repartee,  which  fo 
ftrongly  marked  his  character.  Zalufki,  hi  (hop 
of  Plotfko,  who  was  prefent  when  he  expired, 
has  tranfmitted  to  us  fome  ftriking  incidents 
which  preceded  his  death. 

Some  alarming  fymp  toms  in  Sobiefki’s  diford  eg 
having  awakened  the  queen’s  folicitude  refpeft- 
ing  the  fucceftion  to  his  fortune,  the  earneftly 

# His  illnefs  was  a complication  of  diforders,  gout,  Hone,  afthnja, 
dropfy. 
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importuned  Zalufki  to  prefent  hiinfelf  to  the  king, 

and  infinuate  feme  advice  concerning*  the  difpo- 

fition  of  his  affairs.  The  bifliop,  finding  the  king 

in  an  agony  of  excruciating  pain  endeavoured 

to  give  him  comfort  and  hopes  of  recovery.  But 

Sobicfki  replied, “ 1 forefee  my  approaching  death ; 

my  fituation  will  be  the  fame  to-morrow  as  it  is 
«/ 

to-day;  all  confolation  is  now  too  late:”  then, 
with  a deep  figh,  afked  him  why  he  came  fo  fel- 
dom  to  court,  and  in  what  manner  he  employed 
hiinfelf  at  his  diocefe  alone?”  Zalufki,  after  ex- 
patiating upon  the  duties  of  his  epifcopal  office, 
and  the  refources  of  literature,  artfully  turned 
the  difeourfetothe bufmefs  in  queflion.  “ Lately,” 
lie  laid,  u I have  been  employed  in  no  very  agree- 
able, yet  neceffary  duty  : weighing  the  frail  con- 
dition of  human  nature,  remembering,  that  as 
Socrates  and  Plato,  fo  all  men  muft  die,  and 
confidering  the  diffentions  which  may  arife 
among  my  relations  after  my  deceafe,  I have 
taken  an  inventory  of  my  effects,  and  difpofed  of 
them  by  will.”  The  king,  difeovering  the  pur- 
port  of  his  difeourfe,  interrupted  him  with  aloud 
laugh,  and  exclaimed,  in  a quotation  from  Ju- 
venal t,  [O  medici,  mediam  contundite  venam .”} 
“ What,  my  Lord  Bifliop  1 you  whole  judgment 


# Zalufki  Epift.  vol  III.  p.  5 — 14. 

•f  Juvenal,  Sat.  VL  1.  40.  “ Open  a vein.”  In  applying  this  paf- 
fege,  the  king  meant  to  infinuate  that  the  bifliop  was  mad. 
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and  good  fenfe  I have  long  efteemed,  do  you 
make  your  will  ? “ What  an  ufelefslofs  of  time  I” 
Not  difcouraged  by  this  fally,  the  bilhop  per- 
fevered  in  fuggefting,  “ that,  in  juftice  to  his  fa- 
mily and  country,  he  ought  without  delay  to  re- 
gulate the  difpofition  of  his  effebts,  and  declare 
his  final  inclinations.”  “ For  God’s  fake,”  re- 
turned Sobiefki  with  a more  ferious  tone,  “ do 
not  fuppofe  that  any  good  will  arife  in  this  age  ; 
when  vice  has  increafed  to  fuch  an  enormous  de- 
gree, as  almod:  to  exclude  all  hopes  of  forgive- 
nefs  from  the  mercy  of  the  Deity  ! Do  you  not 
fee  how  great  is  the  public  iniquity,  tumult,  and 
violence  ? all  drive  who  fhall  blend  good  and 
evil  without  diftinftion  : the  morals  of  my  fub- 
je6ls  are  overturned;  will  you  again  reftore  them  ? 
My  orders  are  not  attended  to  while  I am  alive, 
can  I expe6t  then  to  be  obeyed  when  I am  dead  ? 
That  man  is  happy,  who  with  his  own  hand  dif- 
pofes  of  his  effects,  which  Cannot  be  entrufted 
with  fecurity  to  his  executors  ; while  they  who 
bequeath  them  by  a will  a6t  abfurdly,  for  con- 
ligning  to  the  care  of  others  what  is  more  fecure 
in  the  hands  of  their  neared  relations.  Have  not 
the  regulations  of  the  kings  my  predeceffors  been 
defpifed  after  their  deaths  ? Where  corruption 
univerfally  prevails,  judgment  is  obtained  by 
money  : the  voice  of  confidence  is  not  heard, 
and  reafon  and  equity  are  no  more.”  Then  fud- 
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denly  giving  a ludicrous  turn  to  the  converfa- 
tion,  he  exclaimed,  “What  can  you  fay  to  this, 
Mr.  Will-maker # t” 

On  the  l 7th  of  June,  the  bilhop  being  again 
fummoned  to  Villanowf  the  king  heard  prayers, 
and  was  particularly  fervent  in  his  devotion. 
While  lie  was  converfmg  after  dinner,  with  his 
ufual  gaiety,  in  the  prefence  of  Zalufki  and  the 
abbe  Polignac,  lie  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
ftroke  of  apoplexy  ; hut  recovering,  con  foiled, 
and,  having  received  abfolution  and  extreme 
unction,  expired  aim  oft  without  a groan,  in  the 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  23d  of  his  reign,  on 
the  fame  day  in  which  he  was  railed  to  the  throne. 
The  name  of  Sobiefki  is  now  extinct.  My  vene- 
ration  for  t his  great  man,  prompted  me  to  inquire 
into  the  fortunes  of  his  family. 

Sobiefki  f left  by  his  wife  Marie  de  la  Grange, 
three  ions,  James,  Alexander,  and  Conftantine, 
and  a daughter,  The  re  fa  Cunigunda. 

James  Louis,  eldeft  fon  of  Sobiefki,  was  born 
at  Paris  in  1667.  Pie  accompanied  his  father  to 
the  relief  of  Vienna,  in  the  16th  year  of  his  age, 
and  narrowly  efcaped  being  flain  in  an  action 
near  Banan  in  Hungary.  He  afterwards  gave 
fnch  tig  rial  proofs  of  military  talents,  that  on  his 
father's  indifpofttion  in  the  campaign  of  1687 

# Quid  ad  hasc,  Dornine  teftimentarie  ! 

f The  abbe  Coyer  has  written  the  Life  of  Sobiefki  with  great 
fpirit  and  fidelity. 
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again!!  the  Turks,  he  was  cntrufted  with  the 
command  of  the  army,  and  received  from  the 
foldiers  all  tine  honours  ufually  paid  only  to  the 
kina's  of  Poland  : a fingular  mark  of  deference 
in  an  elective  monarchy,  which  encouraged  an 
expectation  of  the  throne.  But  his  hopes  were 
fruftrated  by  his  own  indifcretion,  and  the  left- 
lefs  intrigues  of  the  queen,  who,  having  conceiv- 
ed the  ftgongeit  antipathy  to  her  deleft  ibn,  and 
a no  lefs  violent  predilection  in  fay  our  of  her  fe- 
cond  fon  Alexander,  facriftced  the  dignity  %f 
her  family  to  & blind  impulie  of  parental  par- 
tiality. 

Sobiefki  had  fcarcely  expired,  before  the  ca- 
bals, which  even  his  authority  could  not  fupprefs, 
broke  out  with  undifTembled  violence.  The  di- 
vifion  of  the  king's  treafure  caufed  indecent  dif- 
putes  and  altercations  between  Ins  widow  and 
children.  J arnes  endeavoured  to  feize  it  by  force, 
but  was  anticipated  by  the  queen  *,  who,  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  abbe  Polignac,  lent  it  into 
France.  She  had  three  great  objeCts  in  view : ci- 
ther to  obtain  the  crown  for  Alexander,  whom 
flie  was  fecure  of  governing;  to  promote  the 
election  of  Count  Jablonoulki,  great  general  of 
the  crown,  with  an  intention  of  efpouftng  him ; 
or  to  favour  the  pretentions  of  the  prince  of 

* The  queen  fent  3,000,00.0  French  livre$*=g,  5,00©.,  2nto;  France, 
Larrey,  Hill.  Louis  XIV.  v.  II.  p.  29^, 
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Conti,  warmly  fupported  by  Louis  XIV.  At  al 
events  flie  was  reiolved  to  procure  the  exclufion 
of  her  eldeft  fon,  and  in  this  point  fhe  alone  fuc- 
eeeded.  Had  the  family  of  Sobiefki  been  una- 
nimous,  James  would  have  been  elected  kifig ; 
but  no  fubmiffion  # could  foften  the  implacable 
refentment  of  the  queen,  who,  even  when  die 
found  it  impracticable  to  fecure  the  eledtion  of 
Alexander,  or  to  compafs  any  of  her  other  de- 
figns,  both  in  fecret  and  openly  oppofed  the  pre- 
tentions of  James.  When  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion alfembled  at  Warfaw,  the  queen  fummoned 
a meeting  of  fenators  and  nuntios  in  her  apart- 
ment, whom  die  addreffed,  in  regard  to  her  fon, 
with  all  the  virulence  which  inveterate  fury  could 
infpire,  and  all  the  affected  candour  towards  the 
Poles,  which  the  molt  confummate  hypocrify 

* ZaJufki  has  given  a curious  inftance  of  the  queen’s  implaca- 
bility. “ I and  other  fenators  accompanied  prince  James  to  the 
Queen’s  at  Bleltz,  but  her  majefty  being  informed  of  our  approach, 
retired  precipitately  from  the  palace  to  avoid  the  interview;  we 
overtook  her  about  a mile  from  Bieltz,  and  ordered  the  driver  to 
Hop,  while  fhe  repeatedly  urged  him  to  continue  his  route:  at 
length  the  coachman,  alarmed  by  our  number  and  threats,  Hopped 
the  carriage.  On  our  advancing  to  the  queen,  fhe  received  us  with 
great  marks  of  difpleafure,  and  although  the  prince  proHrated  him- 
felf  before  her,  and  embraced  her  feet  with  the  moft  profound  re- 
fpe£t,  he  was  not  able  to  extort  from  her  more  than  a fhort  and 
evafive  anfwer.  On  his  retiring,  with  his  eyes  full  of  tears,  I ufed 
fome  endeavours  to  foften  her  refentment,  which,  however,  had  no 
other  effedf  thamto  draw  from  her  additional  expreflions  of  difguit 
quid  indignation,”  Zalulki,  vol.  III,  p.  135. 
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could  tWgeft*.  “ Although  I am  not  by  birth 
a Pole,  lam  one  by  inclination,  and  am  more 
attached  to  this  nation  than  to  ray  own  family. 
Reflect,  maturely  whom  you  will  raife  to  the 

throne  in  the  place  of  my  much-regretted  huf- 

♦ 

band,  and  I fincerely  recommend  to  you  not  to 
elect  one  of  my  children.  I too  well  know  all 
their  difpofitions,  and  particularly  caution  you 
againft  the  eldeft  prince  James.  His  incpnfi- 
derate  raflmefs  will  involve  the  kingdom  in 
fpeedy  and  inevitable  ruin.”  The  bitliop  of 
Flotiko,  though  her  creature,  dilgufted  at  thefe 
appearances  of  unnatural  rancour,  importuned 
her  to  defift ; but  die  exclaimed  with  greater  vio- 
lence: “ Do  not  interrupt  me ; I will  never  re- 
trad  what  I have  laid,  as  I prefer  the  fafety  of 
the  republic  to  my  own  interefts  and  the  fplen- 
dour  of  my  family.  I again  exhort  the  Poles  to 
elect  any  candidate  in  preference  to  one  of  my 
children.”  This  virulent  oppofition  to  the  views 
of  her  eldeft  fon  was  too  fuccefsful:  he  was  re- 
jected by  a great  majority,  and  the  choice  of  the 
nation  fell  upon  Auguftus  debtor  of  Saxony. 

After  the  defeat  of  Auguftus  II.  at  the  battle 
of  -Cliffow,  Charles  XII,  determined  to  rive  a 
new  king  to  Poland,  and  his  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  John  Sobieiki  induced  him  to  offer 
that  dignity  to  his  eldeft  fon.  In  corffequence  of 


* Zalufki,  vol.  III.  p.  iqz* 
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this  refolution,  Auguftus  was  declared  by  the  pri- 
mate unworthy  to  reign,  and  a diet  of  election 
was  convened  at  Warfaw.  James  was  then  at  ]] ref- 
law,  impatiently  expecting  his  nomination  to  the 

throne  ; but  the  ufual  Angularity  of  his  ill -for- 

/ 

tune  ftiU  purfued  him : as  he  was  hunting  with 
his  brother  Conftantine,  on  the  25th  February 
1704,  a detachment  of  Saxon  horfemen  furprized 
and  conveyed  him  to  the  caftle  of  Pleiffenburgh 
near  Leipfic.  Conftantine^  might  have  efcaped  ; 
but,  from  an  impulfe  of  fraternal  affection,  he 
voluntarily  accompanied  his  brother  into  confine- 
ment, and  adminiftered  confolation  under  this 
grievous  reverfe  of  fortune. 

In  September,  1706,  the  two  brothers  were 
removed  to  the  fortrefs  of  Koningftein  ; but  in 
December  fortunately  obtained  their  enlarge- 
ment, on  the  requeft  of  Charles  XII.  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty  in  which  Auguftus  II.  was 
compelled  to  abdicate  the  throne.  This  abdica- 
tion, however,  did  not  revive  the  pretenfions  of 
James,  the  election  having  fallen,  during  his 
confinement,  upon  Stanifjaus  Letzinfki.  From 
this  period  James  paffed  a retired  life,  and  re- 
nounced all  views  upon  the  crown  of  Poland. 
He  died  in  1737  at  Zolkiew  in  Red  Ruffia,  in 
the  70th  year  of  his  age,  and  in  him,  as  the  laft 
male  of  his  family,  the  name  of  Sobielki  became 

9 Lengnicb,  Hlit.  Pol.  p.  342. 
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extinft.  By  his  wife  Hedwige  Eleonora*  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  William  elector  palatine,  he  left  two 
daughters,  Mary  Charlotte  and  Clementina 
Mary. 

The  eldeft,  Mary  Charlotte,  married  in  1720 
Frederic  Maurice  de  la  Tour  duke  of  Bouillon, 
who  dying  within  a few  days  after  the  marriage, 
Hie  efpoufed,  with  a dilpenfation  from  the  pope, 
his  brother  Charles  Godfrey  the  fame  year.  By 
him  Hie  left  iflue  a fob,  the  duke  of  Bouillon, 


* Sifter  of  Eleonora  Magdalena,  wife  of  the  emperor  Leopold* 
James  had  been  firlt  contra6led  in  marriage  to  the  widow  of  the 
elector  of  Branderiburgh’s  brother,  a rich  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Radzivil  in  Lithuania,  but  upon  this  occafion  he  firlt  experienced 
that  ill  fortune  which  afterwards  attended  him  through  life.  (t  An 
envoy  was  fent  to  Berlin  to  negotiate  the  marriage,  which  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  eleftor’s  and  her  confent,  and  the  prince  hiin- 
fdf  came  thither  in  perfon,  with  a numerous  attendance,  to  con- 
fummate  it.  At  the  fame  time  came  to  Berlin  the  elector  palatine’s 
brother,  prince  Charles  of  Newburg,  brother  to  the  emprefs,  to 
fee  the  ceremony  of  the  marriage ; but  this  princefs,  taking  more 
fancy  to  him  than  to  the  prince  of  Poland,  gave  him  encourage- 
ment to  make  his  addrefles  to  her,  which  he  did  with  that  fuccefs, 
that  he  engaged  her  fo  far  and  fo  unexpectedly,  that  he  was  privately 
married  to  her  the  night  before  fhe  was  to  be  married  to  the  Prince 
of  Poland,  fo  that  prince  James  was  forced  to  return  back  fhame- 
fully : which  the  king  his  father  refented  fo  highly,  that  he  was 
refolved  to  have  fatisfa&ion  from  the  eleCtor  of  Brandenburg,  for 
fu fieri ng  his  fon  to  receive  fo  notorious  an  affront  at  his  court ; but 
the  eleCtor,  knowing  nothing  of  that  private  intrigue,  jollified 
himfelf,  and  all  animofities  were  at  laff  adjusted  by  prince  James’s 
marrying  his  rival’s  filler  the  princefs  of  Newburg,  who  was  fent 
Luo  Poland,  and  has  two  daughters  by  him.”  Connor’s  Hiflory 
of  Poland,  v.  II.  p°  1 83,  189, 
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married  to  a lady  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine,  and 
a daughter,  who  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Rohan- 
Rohan.  In  thefe  noble  perfons  and  their  pro- 
geny the  female  line  of  Sobiefki  ftill  exifts. 

Clementina  Mary,  youngeft  daughter  of  prince 
James,  married  at  Montefiafcone,  in  1719, 
James  Edward  Stuart,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  the  pre- 
tender to  the  Britifh  throne.  This  princefs, 
though  a woman  of  great  perlonal  and  mental 
endowments,  could  not  engage  the  a fleet  ion  of 
her  huihand ; offended  at  his  attachment  to  a 
favourite  miftrefs,  ilie  withdrew  from  his  houfe, 
and  remained  for  fome  time  in  a convent  near 
Rome.  She  was  afterwards  reconciled  to  him, 
and  died  at  Rome  on  the  1 sth  of  June,  1 735, 
aged  33  ; her  death,  according  to  the  account 
of  a writer  attached  to  the  Stuart  family,  was 

A 

oc'cafioned  by  religious  abftinence  and  too  fevere 
mortifications:  her  remains  were  interred  with 
regal  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  where  a 
monument  was  erected  to  her  memory.  She  left 
two  fons  by  the  Chevalier:  Charles,  ufually 
termed  count  of  Albany,  and  Henry,  cardinal 
of  York.  Charles  married  the  princefs  of  Stol- 
berg,  by  whom  he  had  no  children:  a mifimder- 
ftanding  foon  after  their  marriage  taking  piacc? 

* Letters  from  a Painter  in  Italy,  where  her  funeral  and  monu- 
ment are  defcribed,  v.  II.  p.  56. 
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flie  quitted  her  hufband,  and  took  flielter  in  a 
convent  in  the  Tufcan  dominions,  and,  her 
quarrel  being*  efpoufed  by  the  cardinal  of  Y ork, 
f he  obtained  a reparation  for  life.  We  mav 
therefore  forefee  the  extinction  of  the  Sobiefki 
line  in  the  Stuart  branch*.  The  ample  patri- 
mony of  James  Sobiefki  was  divided  equally  be- 
tween his  two  daughters.  Having*  lent  a confi- 
derable  fum  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  obtained 
in  return  a mortgage  upon  certain  eftates  in  Si- 
lefia,  which,  on  the  divifion  of  the  property  after 
his  deceafe,  fell  to  the  Stuart  family,  and  were 
in  their  poffeffion  when  the  king  of  Pruftia  fe cur- 
ed Silefia  in  1740.  But  Frederic  having  confif- 
eated  thefe  lands,  by  right  of  conqueft,  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  never  made  any  further  compenfation. 

Alexander,  fecond  fon  of  John  Sobieiki,  bom 
at  Dantzic  in  1 6 7 7 ; after  the  elevation  of  his 
father  to  the  throne,  was  ufually  ftyled  by  his 
mother,  who  adored  him,  the  fon  of  the  king  ; 
while  fire  affected  to  call  his  brother  James,  the 
fon  of  the  great  marfhal.  Excited  by  his  mor 
tiler’s  partiality,  and  inflamed  by  ambition,  he 
even  afpired  to  the  throne  in  oppofition  to  his 
elder  brother  ; afterwards  however,  more  mature 
age  having  corrected  his  paffions,  and  his  mo- 
ther’s influence  ceafing  to  miflead  him,  he  de- 


* He  died  in  1788, 
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dined,  from  a principle  of  fraternal  affection, 
the  acceptance  of  the  crown  offered  by  Charles 
XI I.  on  the  imprifonment  of  James;  he  refufed 
it  with  this  generous  declaration,  “ that  no  in- 
tereft  fhould  tempt  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  his 
brother’s  misfortunes 

Alexander  palled  his  days  principally  at  Home, 
with  the  queen  his  mother  ; but  never  made  his 
appearance  at  the  pope’s  court,  becaufe  Cle- 
ment XI.  refufed  to  receive  him  with  the  marks 
of  diftinction  which  he  claimed  as  a king’s  fon. 
The  honours  which  were  withheld  from  him  while 
alive,  were  granted  when  dead  : his  body  lay  in 
regal  hate,  and  was  interred  with  the  fame  cere- 
monies which  attended  the  funeral  of  Chriftina 
queen  of  Sweden.  He  expired  in  June  1714, 
having'  aifumed  upon  his  death-bed  the  habit  of 
a capuchin,  from  a fuperftitious  notion  of  enfur- 
ing  his  falvationf. 

Ccnftantine,  having  regained  his  liberty  at 
the  fame  time  with  his  brother  James,  married  a 
German  baronefs,  maid  of  honour  to  the  prin- 
cefs  of  N cubing  ; a marriage  of  paffion,  foon 
followed  by  repentance,  and  from  which  he  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  procure  a releafe  by  a di- 
vorce.  He  deceafed  in  1 726  without  children. 

Therefa  Cunigunda,  the  daughter  of  John 

* Voltaire’s  Charles  XIX-  p.  go , 
f Viede  Sobiefki,  y,  IXX.  p.  176. 
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Sobiefki,  married  in  1696  Maximilian  Emanuel 
elector  of  Bavaria,  and  died  a widow  in  1730. 
Her  fon  Charles  Albert,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
electorate  of  Bavaria,  was  the  unfortunate  em- 
peror Charles  VII.  and  her  grandfon  Maximilian 
Jofeph  expired  in  1778  without  iffue.  Her 
grand-daughter  Maria  Antoinette  married  Fre- 
deric Chriftian  elector  of  Saxon v,  and  the  blood 
of  John  Sobiefki  flows  in  the  veins  of  their  pro^ 
geny,  the  prefent  electoral  family. 

Marie  de  la  Grange  paffed  the  firft  part  of  her 
widowhood  at  Rome  with  her  father  the  marquis 
of  Arquien,  who  was  captain  of  the  Swifs  guards 
to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  promoted  by  her 
intereft  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal.  She  conti- 
nued to  refide  in  that  city  until  1714,  when  Hie 
retired  into  France,  her  native  country.  Louis 
XIV.  aifigned  the  caftle  of  Blois  for  her  refidencc, 
where  he  died  in  1716  above  70  vearsof  asre. 
Her  remains  were  tranfported  to  Warfaw,  and 
from  thence  conveyed,  together  with  thofe  of 
her  hufband,  in  1734,  to  Cracow,  and  interred 
in  the  cathedral  j\ 

* Vie  de  Sobiefki,  r.  III.  p,  177, 

f Lengnich,  Hift.  p.  390. 
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CHAP.  5. 

Coins  of  Poland. — Public  library.— State  of  learning. — Literature 
encouraged  by  the  king. — Wretched  adminiftration  ofjuftice.— 
Prifons  ofWarfaw. — Punifmnentsfor  criminal  offences.— Torture 
abolifhed. — Laws  relating  to  debtors. 


BEFORE  our  departure  from  Warfaw,  we 
vifited  feme  objects  of  literary  curiohty, 
ufually  infpeef  ed  by  foreigners.  In  the  palace  we 
examined  fome  coins  and  medals  relative  to  the 
hiftory  of  Poland.  The  count  of  Mazinfki,  na- 
tural fon  of  Auguftus  III.  purcliafed  the  greater 
part  of  this  collection,  and  prefented  it  to  the 


t 

t 

I 


The  earlieft  coin  is  that  of  Boteflaus  I.  fon  of 
Micidaus,  the  firft  Polilli  prince  converted  to 
Chriftianity  : it  was  ftruck  in  999,  probably  foon 
after  the  introduction  of  coining  into  Poland. 
It  bears  no  head  of  the  fovereign,  but  the  Polilli 
eagle  on  one  fide,  and  a crown  on  the  reverfe. 
The  feries  of  coins  is  broken  until  Sigifmond  I. 
from  whofe  acceffion  it  is  continued  in  an  unin- 
terrupted line,  Henry  of  Valois  excepted;  dur- 
ing whofe  fhort  reign  no  money  was  ftruck  in 
Poland.  I noticed  a curious  piece  of  Albert  of 
Brandenburgh  as  duke  of  Pruffia.  The  Pmifian 


eagle  is  marked  with  an  S,  to  die w that  Albert 


held 
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held  his  lands  as  feudal  and  tributary  to  Si  gif- 
rnond.  A fine  medal  in  honour  of  John  SohiefkiA 
railing  the  liege  of  Vienna,  has  this  punnkig  in- 
fcription  : Urbem  fervajiis  ei  orbem.  I likewife 
obferved  a medal  of  the  prefent  fovereign  caft  in 
the  late  turbulent  times  ; it  has  a well-executed 
likenefs  of  the  king  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  re- 
verie an  emblem  of  civil  commotions,  a fhip  in 
a ftorrn  with  the  claffical  allufion,  Ne  cede  mails > 
The  public  library  next  engaged  our  at  tention. 
The  cohesion  owes  its  origin  to  the  private 
bounty  of  two  billions  of  the  family  of  Zalufki ; 
commemorated  by  an  infcription  over  the  door ; 
u Clviiim  uful  perpctuo  Zahijiccrum  par  illujire 
die  amt  17  14.”  It  has  fmee  received  large  addi- 
tions  from  various  benefactors,  contains  200,000 
volumes,  and  is  rich  in  books  and  manuferipts 


relating  to  the  Poliih  hiftory. 

Poland  contains  two  uni  verfi  ties,  one  at  Cra- 
cow,  the  other  at  Vilna:  the  former  was  under 
the  direction  of  pr lefts,  called  Academicians, 
and  the  latter  fuperin tended  by  the  Jefuits  ; but 
in  both,  the  court e of  ftudies  was  chiefly  confined 
to  theology.  Since  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Jefuits, 
the  king  has  eftablillied  a committee  of  education, 
compofed  of  members  diftinguiflied  either  by 
high  ftation,  or  enlightened  underftan dings,  which 
has  an  abfolute  power  in  matters  of  education, 
appoints  profefifors,  regulates  their  falary,  and 
directs  their  ftudies. 

Although 
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Although  from  the  nature  of  the  government 
learning  has  in  no  period  been  widely  diftufed  in 
Poland,  yet  men  of  genius  and  literature,  have 
never  been  wanting ; and  perhaps  no  nation  can 
boaft  a more  regular  fucceffion  of  excellent  hifto- 
rians,  or  more  writers  deeply  converfant  in  the 
laws  and  confutation.  Under  Sigifmond  I.  and 
his  fon  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  the  arts  and  fciences 
began  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  royal  patronage ; 
they  were  cheriflied  by  feme  of  the  fucceeding 
monarchs,  particularly  John  Sobiefki ; but  no 
prince  has  paid  them  more  attention  than  Sta- 
iiiflaus  Auguftus ; and  his  munificence  has  been 
attended  with  the  happieft  effects.  The  Polifli 
literati  have,  within  a few  years,  given  to  the 
public  a much  greater  variety  of  elegant  per- 
formances than  appeared  in  any  former  period  of 
the  fame  length.  What  is  more  material,  a tafte 
for  fcience  prevails  among  the  nobles,  and  begins 
to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplifhmcnt.  The  en- 
largement of  mind,  derived  from  this  new  purfuit, 
has  already  weaned  feveral  of  thefe  licentious 
fpirits  from  their  habits  of  barbarous  turbulence, 
and  greatly  humanized  their  civil  deportment. 
It  may  in  time  teach  them  thoroughly  to  com- 
prehend the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  and 
the  expedience  of  due  ftibordination,  hitherto 
deemed  incompatible  with  liberty  : thefe  petty 
defpots  will,  perhaps,  be  induced  to  day  afide 

vol.  i,  p their 
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their  impolitic  contempt  for  their  vaffals ; they  will 
perceive  that  the  burghers  and  peafants  are  the 
true  fupports  of  their  country,  and  that  Poland 
wants  only  juftice  and  order  to  become  as  flou- 
rifhiiig  as  the  neighbouring  ftates. 

During  my  continuance  at  Warfaw,  I inquired 
into  the  nature  of  of  the  various  tribunals,  and 
the  different  modes  of  puniftiment  for  criminal 
offences  : the  occafion  of  turning  my  particular 
obfervation  to  thefe  objects  was  principally  owing 
to  a cafual  meeting  at  Vienna  with  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Howard,  whofe  humane  attention  to 
the  outcafts  of  focietv  has  reflected  fo  much  ho- 

•V 

nour  on  himlelf  and  his  country.  Informing 
him  that  I was  proceeding  to  the  northern  king- 
doms, I intimated  an  intention  to  examine  the 
hate  of  the  prifons  and  penal  laws,  and  profeffed 
a readinefs  to  lay  before  him  the  refult  of  my  ob- 
lervations.  Mr.  Howard  approved  my  defign# 
fuggefted  ufeful  hints,  and  even  dictated  fpecific 
queftions  tending  to  facilitate  my  inquiries. 

Atrocious  crimes  are  punifhed  by  beheading 
or  hanging  ; leffer  delinquencies  by  whipping, 
hard  labour,  and  imprifonment ; the  nobles  ne- 
ver fuffer  any  corporal  punishment ; but  are  lia-  i 
ble  only  to  imprifonment  and  death.  Torture 
was  aboliflied  in  1776,  by  an  edift  of  the  diet,  in- 
traduced  by  the  influence  of  the  king  ; a regu- 
3 lation 
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lation  which  proves  his  judgment  no  lefs  than 
his  benevolence. 

The  defeats  of  the  police  are  by  no  circum- 
fiances  fo  ftrongly  evinced,  as  by  the  frequent 
impunity  of  the  rnoft  atrocious  crimes ; this  abufe 
may  be  traced  from  feveral  caufes.  i.  The  greatefi 
criminals  find  little  difficulty  in  engaging  the  pro- 
tection of  fome  of  the  principal  nobles,  who  oc- 
cafionally  alienable  their  retainers  in  arms,  and 
drive  the  officers  of  juftice  from  their  lands.  This 
anarchy  refembles  the  ftate  of  Europe  in  the  14th 
century,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  feudal  laws  : 
when  the  great  barons  poffeffed  territorial  jurif- 
diction,  and  were  almoft  equal  in  authority  to 
the  king.  2.  The  law,  e (teemed  by  the  Polidi 
gentry  the  great  bulwark  of  their  liberty,  which 
enacts  *,  that  no  gentleman  can  be  arrefted  for 
mifdemeanors  until  he  is  convicted,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ftrongeft  degree  of  prefnmpti  ve  proof : the 
offender,  therefore,  if  guilty,  withdraws  himfelf 
before  the  completion  of  the  procefs.  Robbery 
and  murder,  and  a few  other  capital  crimes,  are 

excluded  from  this  privilege ; but  even  for  thefe 
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flagrant  enormities  no  gentleman  can  be  taken 
into  cuftody,  unlefs  actually  apprehended  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  offence.  3.  The  right  which 
every  town  poffeffes  of  having  its  own  criminal 
courts  of  juftice,  with  judges  feledted  folely  from 
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* Neminem  captivabimus  nifi  jure  vi£lum. 
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the  inhabitants.  Many  of  thefe  towns  being  re- 
duced to  fuch  a low  ftate,  as  Scarcely  to  defer ve 
the  name  of  villages  ; the  judges  are  necelfarily 
perfons  of  mean  condition,  and  totally  unquali- 
fied for  the  di (charge  of  their  high  office.  Not 
only  the  power  of  levying  discretionary  fines, 
but  the  infliction  of  corporal  punifhment,  and 
even  of  death  itfelf,  is  entrufted  to  thefe  con- 
temptible  tribunals.  The  chancellor  Zamoifki 
has,  in  the  new  code  of  laws  which  he  is  prepar- 
ing for  the  infpedtion  of  the  diet,  defcribed  the 
abuies  of  thefe  petty  courts  of  juftice  in  the  moft 
forcible  language,  and  propofes,  as  the  only  ade- 
quate remedy  of  the  evil,  to  annihilate  the  right 

of  penal  jurifdiction  m all  but  nine  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  towns.  4.  There  are  no  public  officers  whofe 
province  it  is  to  profecute  offenders  in  the  king’s 
name,  lienee',  the  moft  atrocious  delinquent 
generally  efcapes,  unlefs  fome  individual  indices 
and  brings  him  to  trial,  which  feldom  happens, 
as  the  procefs  is  attended  with  confiderable  ex- 

n 

pence.  Aim  oft  the  only  exception  to  this  flagrant 
defeat  of  common*  juftice,  is  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  great  marfhal,  which  is  in  force  in  the  place 
where  the  king  refides,  and  to  thediftance  of  three 
Polifli  miles.  Within  that  diftridl  the  great  mar- 
iJial  Can  arreft  and  profecute  for  crimes  of  felony 
without  any  plaintiff.  In  cafes  alfo  of  hi  Mi  trea- 
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fon;  certain  officers  of  the  crown,  called  injiiga - 

lores,. 
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tores,  are  authorized  to  cite  fufpicious  per  fori  s 
before  the  diet.  5.  The  power  which  plaintiffs 
polfefs  of  withdrawing  their  profecution,  even  in 
cafes  of  the  greateft  enormity : this  cuftom  fcreens 
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all  but  the  indigent  from  the  hands  of  jnftice;  as 
perfons  of  moderate  property  are  generally  able 
to  bribe  the  accufer.  This  practice,  founded 
on  a narrow  principle,  that  outrages  againft 
individuals  are  private,  not  public  offences, 
is  an  iiiftance  of  the  groffefi  barharifm,  which 
all  civilized  nations  have  renounced  : for  it  re- 
quires a final!  degree  of  legiflative  knowledge  to 
perceive,  that  private  wrongs,  when  unchaftizcd, 
become  highly  injurious  to  the  community  at 
large,  by  affording  encouragement  tofimilar  off 


fences. 

In  vifiting  the  prifons  I law  the  bad  effefe  of 
this  ufage  exemplified  in  a fir-iking  i-nftance.  Two 
perfons,  indicted  for  the  afiaffi nation  of  a Jew,  had 
•remained  in  prifon  upwards  of  a twelvemonth, 
without  being  brought  to  a trial.  The  widow  of 
the  deceafed,  upon  whofe  accufittion  they  were 
arrefied,  having  agreed,  on  the  payment  of  a 
fiipulated  fum,  to  drop  the  fu-it  and  grant  them 
a releafe,  their  inability  to  fatisfy  her  demand 
was  the  only  reafon  for  detaining  them  in  con- 
finement ; when  I faw  them  they  had  juftTaifed 
the  money,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  receiv- 
ing a final  difcharge. 
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From  this  fketch  of  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
■tice,  the  expediency  of  a thorough  reformation 
is  apparent.  That  able  legiflator  count  Zamoifki, 
in  the  new  code  which  I have  frequently  had  oc- 
cafion  to  mention,  has  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  amendment  of  the  criminal  laws.  But  as 
any  innovations  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  calcu- 
lated to  produce  eflential  benefit,  mnft  mate- 
rially infringe  the  privileges  of  the  nobles,  and 
counteract  the  national  prejudices,  the  moft  ufe- 
ful  code  can  fcarcely  expedt  to  receive  the  {auc- 
tion of  the  diet. 

The  laws  relating  to  debtors  are  as  follow  : The 
creditor  proceeds  againft  the  debtor  at  his  own 
expence,  and,  until  the  conclufion  of  the  trial,  al- 
lows him  eight  grofchens,  or  three  half-pence,  a 
day  for  his  maintenance.  When  the  debt  is  proved, 
the  creditor  is  releafed  from  the  contribution : 
the  debtor  continues  a prifoner,  at  the  difcretion 
of  his  creditor,  until  the  debt  is  difeharged,  and, 
if  he  has  no  means  of  fubfiftence,  is  obliged  to 
maintain  himfelf  by  cutting  wood,  fawing  ftone, 
or  cleaning’  the  ftreets.  If  a noble  contracts  a 
debt,  an  action  lies  againft  his  lands  and  goods, 
and  not  againft  his  perfon,  unlefs  he  gives  a note 
of  hand  with  a double  fignature,  one  intended  as 
an  afcertainment  of  the  debt,  the  other  as  a re- 
nunciation of  his  exemption  from  arrefts.  But  a 
noble  of  high  diftinciion,  even  though  helhould 
bind  himfelf  by  this  .engagement,  can  bid  defi- 
ance to  all  danger  of  imprifonment. 
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Departure  from  Warfaw. — Bialliftock. — Entertainment  at  the  conn- 
tefs  of  Braniflci’s  palace. — Duchy  of  Lithuania. — Its  union 
with  Poland. — -Defcription  of  Grodno. — Diets.- — Phyfic  garden.—* 
General  productions  of  Lithuania. — Account  of  the  wild-ox. — * 
Of  the  Remiz  and  its  pendant  neft. — Manufactures. — Entertain- 
ments.— Hofpitality  of  the  Poles. — EleCtion-dinner,  and  ball. 


"OR FORE  we  quitted  Warfaw,  we  received 
another  inflance  of  the  kind's  extreme  con- 
defcenfion,  a letter  written  with  his  own  hand  to 
the  PofEmafter  at  Grodno,  ordering  that  we 
fhould  be  fupplied  with  every  accommodation 
which  could  be  procured,  and  be  permitted  to 
vifit  the  manufactories  and  every  objedt  of  cu- 
rio fity. 

We  quitted  the  capital  on  the  icth  of  Auguft, 
crolfed  the  Viftula,  and  paffed  through  the  fub- 
urbs  of  Praga.  About  an  English  mile  from 
Warfaw  a foreft  begins,  and  continues,  with  lit- 
tle interruption,  to  the  diftance  of  eighteen  miles. 
At  Wengrow  we  obferved  a fine  corps  of  Ptuffian 
troops  quartered  in  the  village.  Some  of  the 
places  in  our  route,  though  extremely  wretched, 
enjoyed  their  own  police  and  courts  of  juftice  : 
they  confided  of  wooden  huts,  moftly  thatched, 
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fome  loofed  with  wood,  and  a few  with  tiles. 
1 ne  country  was  chiefly  fandy  and  level  until  we 
arrived  at  the  Bog,  which  we  croffed  at  Gran : 
the  river  was  broad  and  fhallow.  We  afcend eel 
from  its  banks  a fmall  rife,  and  found  a better 
foil,  and  the  country  more  diverfified.  The  road 
was  not  unpleafant,  running  through  fields  fown 
with  different  fpecies  of  corn,  hemp,  and  flax  ; 
but  we  never  loft  fight  of  the  foreft,  and  always 
faw  it  fkirting  the  horizon  In  many  places  I 
obierved  the  wood  encroaching  upon  the  fields, 
and  young  trees  fhooting  up  in  great  numbers 
wherever  cultivation  had  been  neglected.  I was 
informed  that  this  is  the  cafe  in  moft  parts  of 
Poland ; many  traces  of  former  inclofures,  and 
even  the  veftiges  of  paved  ftreets,  being  difcernible 
in  the  centre  of  the  forefts. 

The  largeft  place  we  paffed  through  was  Bielfk, 
capital  of  the  palatinate  of  Podalachia,  where 
the  dietine  for  the  di  ft  rift  is  held  : it  is  little  bet- 
ter than  a miferable  village,  though  called,  in  the 
geographical  defc'riptions  of  Poland,  a large  town. 
Between  fiielfk  and  Woytfzi,  our  wheel  nearly 
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caught  ftre,  and  while  we  flopped  at  a fmall  vil- 
lage to  have  it  greafed,  I entered  feveral  cottages, 
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which  I found  wbrfe  even  than  thofe  wretched 
dwellings  I had  before  examined  in  the  towns 
where  the  inhabitants  were  more  free  ; in  the  lat- 
ter we  obferved  furniture  and  fome  conveniences. 
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in  thefe  nothing  but  the  bare  walls.  The  coun- 
try we  travelled  from  Warfaw  to  Eialliftock  was 
in  general  fandy ; but  all  parts  were  fit  for  cul- 
tivation, and  many  fpots  had  the  appearance 
of  great  fertility.  We  remarked,  however,  that 
the  harveft,  even  in  the  mo  ft  fruitful  tracks,  was 
but  indifferent ; a circumftance  evidently  owing 
to  the  defect  in  hufbandry. 

We  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  Eialliftock,  a 
neat  and  well-built  town.  The  ftreets  arc  broad, 
and  the  houfes,  which  are  in  general  plaiftered, 
ftand  detached  at  uniform  diftances.  The  fupe- 
rior  neatnefs  of  Eialliftock  is  owing  to  the  illuf- 
trious  family  of  Branifki,  whofe  palace  is  clofe 
to  the  town,  and  who  have  contributed  to 

A 

ornament  their  place  of  reftdence.  It  belongs  to 
the  countefs  Branifki,  filler  of  the  prefent  king, 
and  widow  of  the  late  great  general  Branifki, 
who,  notwithftan ding  this  alliance,  warmly  pro- 
tefted  a a;  a in  ft  the  election  of  his  brother-in-law. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  the  countefs,  to 
whom  we  had  a letter  from  prince  Staniflaus  Po~ 
niatowfki,  honoured  ns  with  an  invitation  to 
dinner,  and  fent  her  carriage  to  convey  us  to  the 
palace.  We  were  moft  politely  received  by  our 
noble  hoftefs,  and  were  convinced  from  her  ami- 
able manners,  condefcending  behaviour,  and 
lively  flow  of  converfation,  that  affability  and 
good  fenfe  are  natural  to  the  family  of  Poni- 
atowfkL 


We 
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We  found  a large  company  affembled,  whom 
the  coimtefs  liad  invited  to  partake  of  her  hof- 
pitable  board,  which  was  elegantly  fupplied  with 
every  delicacy.  Among  other  topics,  the  con- 
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verfation  turned  upon  our  mode  of  travelling 
through  a country  fo  poor  and  wretched,  and 
fo  deficient  in  comfortable  accommodations. 

“ I fuppofe,”  faid  a Polifh  gentleman,  “ you 
carry  your  beds  with  you;”  to  which  we  replied 
in  the  negative.  “ How  do  you  fieep  thenP’V- 
“ Upon  ftraw,  when  we  can  get dig  and,  when  we 
are  not  fo  fortunate,  upon  the  floor,  upon  a 
bench,  or  upon  a table.”—  “ You  take  your  pro- 
vifions,”  returned  the  Pole.— u Very  feldom.” 

- — “ How  do  you  live  then?” — “ Upon  what  we 
can  procure:  one  of  our  fervants  is  fent  before, 
and  generally  contrives  to  obtain  fome  kind  of 
provifion,  which  may  footh,  if  not  fatisfy,  the 
demands  of  hunger  ; but  we  have  travelling  ap- 
petites, and  are  not  faftidious,” — “ You  are  not, 
however,  without  knives,  forks,  and  fpoons ; 
for  fuch  conveniences  are  not  known  among  the 
peafants.”— c*  We  each  carry  a clafp-knife,  are 
now  and  then  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a 
wooden  fpoon,  and  never  regret  the  want  of  a 
fork.”  Here  our  noble  hoftefs  made  a propofal 
to  fupply  us  with  knives,  forks,  and  fpoons,  to- 
gether with  wine  and  provifion : on  our  declining 
this  offer,  fine  pleafantly  replied,  “ Perhaps  you 

are 
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are  above  accepting  them  ; 1 know  the  Engll&i 
are  very  haughty;  will  you  purchase  them?’5 
We  made  anfwcr,  we  were  not.  afraid  of  laying 
ourfelves  under  any  obligations  to  a perfon  of 
her  politenefs  and  generoiity  ; but  the  objedi  of 
our  travels  being  to  gratify  curiofity  rather  than 
appetite,  we  thought  ourfelves  moft  likely  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  dome  flic  ceconomy 
of  the  peafants,  by  partaking  of  their  accom- 
modations, and  by  relying  on  them  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  our  wants.  Willing,  however,  not  to  ap- 
pear rude  in  a rejection  of  the  whole  offer,  we 
accepted  a few  bottles  of  wine. 

The  count efs  cond u bled  usherfelf  through  the 
apartments  of  the  palace,  which  is  a large  build- 
ing in  the  Italian  taftc,  and,  on  account  of  its 
magnificence,  generally  called  the  V erfailles  of 
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Poland.  It  was  formerly  only  a royal  hunting 
feat;  John  Cafimir  gave  it,  together  with  Biah 
liftoek  and  other  eftates,  to  Czarniefki,  a general 
highly  diftinguiihed  by  his  victories  over  the 
Swedes,  when  Poland  was  nearly  crufhed  by  her 
enemies.  Among  the  curiofities  preferved  in  the 
palace  is  a golden  cup,  which  Czarniefki  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  wear  at  his  girdle,  and  an  embroi- 
dered fafli  taken  among  the  fpoils  after  a defeat 
of  Charles  X.  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  be- 
longed to  that  monarch.  Czarniefki  left  one 
daughter,  who  married  B.ranifki  the  father  of  the 

late 
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late  great  general,  and  conveyed  the  eftate  into 
that  family.  One  apartment,  occupied  by  Au- 
guftus  III.  whenever  he  paffed  to  the  diet  of 
Grodno,  is,  out  of  refpect  to  his  memory,  left 
in  its  original  ftate,  In  another  room  is  a fine 

portrait  of  Anguftus  in  his  royal  robes,  with  his 
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head  fliaved  in  the  Polilh  fafhion,  as  he  appeared 
on  the  day  of  his  coronation.  In  the  afternoon 
we  drove  about  the  park  and  grounds,  which  are 
very  extenfive,  and  elegantly  laid  out  in  the 
Engliih  take.  We  clofed  this  agreeable  dav  with 
a fupper  at  the  palace,  and  took  leave,  with  re- 
gret, of  its  amiable  and  noble  miftrefs. 

Auguft  13.  We  fat  off  early  from  Biallihockj 
and  after  travelling  a continued  fore  ft,  came 
into  a country  more  open,  and  abounding  with 
corn  and  pafture  ; the  towns  and  villages  were 
long  and  draggling ; all  the  houfes,  and  even  the 
churches,  of  wood  ; crowds  of  beggars  furround- 
ed  our  carriage,  and  Jews  made  their  appearance 
in  great  numbers.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  wre 
paffed  through  forne  wretched  fuburbs  inhabited 
by  Jews,  and  ferrying  over  the  Niemen,  which 
is  broad,  clear,  and  fhallow,  afeended  the  rifing 
banks,  and  entered  Grodno,  built  upon  an  emi- 
nence overlooking  the  river.  Though  Vilna  is 
the  capital,  yet  Grodno  is  efteemed  the  principal 
town  in  Lithuania. 

Formerly  Lithuania  was  governed  by  its  own 

fovereigns 
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fovereigns  under  the  title  of  great-dukes.  From 
that  rivalry  which  ufualiy  fubfifts  between  conti- 
guous bates,  the  two  nations  were  engaged  in  a 
feries  of  perpetual  wars,  until  3 386  ; when  the 
great-duke  Ladillaus  Jaghellon,  having  efpoufed 
Hedwige  and  embraced  the  Chriltian  religion, 
was  raifed  to  the  Polifli  throne,  and  reigned  over 
both  countries. 

Ladillaus  foon  became  a fin  cere  convert  to  the 
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new  religion,  which  he  at  firft  adopted  from  in- 
terefted  views,  and  endeavoured  to  propagate  its 
drodrines  among  his  idolatrous  fubjeds  in  Li- 
thuania. In  fubferviencv  to  this  great  work,  lie 
cut  down  the  hallowed  groves*,  deftroyed  the  ora- 
cular fiirrne,  extinguiflied  the  facred  fire,  and 
Hew  the  ferpents  worth ipped  as  gods  by  his  fu- 
perftitious  fubjeds.  A belief  univerfally  prevail- 
ed among  the  people,  that  whoever  profanely  at- 
tempted to  deftroy  thefe  objects  of  their  worth  ip, 
would  be  It  ruck  with  inftantaneous  death ; the 
falfity  of  this  tradition  being  proved  by  the  im- 
punity of  thofe  concerned  in  tin?  fuppofed  facii- 
lege,  the  Lithuanians  fiocked  in  fuch  crowds  to 
be  converted,  that  the  priefts  could  only  bellow 
feparate  baptifm  on  perfons  of  diltindion ; but 
diftributed  the  multitude  in  ranks,  and,  fprink- 
ling  them  with  water,  gave  one  Chriftian  name 
to  each  rank  without  diftindion  of  fexL  La- 

* Cromer,  p.  368. 
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diflaus,  having*  thus  introduced  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion into  Lithuania,  nominated  his  brother 
Cafimir  Skirgello  governor  of  the  duchy,  and  re- 
turned  to  Poland  ; but  a civil  war  being  excited 
by  the  ambition  of  Alexander,  fttf  named  Vitol- 
dus,  and  by  the  difcontents  of  the  people,  ftill 
attached  to  their  Paean  rites,  Lithuania  was  for 
fome  time  a feene  of  tumult  and  hoftility.  At 
length,  by  a comprdmife  in  1392,  Vitoldus  was 
appointed  great-duke,  and  Ladillaus  contented 
himfelf  with  a nominal  fovereignty. 

In  1 40 1 the  nobles  of  Lithuania  affemblcd  at 
Vilna,  and  entered  into  an  offenfive  and  defen- 
five  alliance  with  the  king  and  republic  of  Po- 
land. In  1413  it  was  ftipulated,  in  a diet  of 
Poles  and  Lithuanians  held  in  the  town  of  Hrod- 
lo,  that,  upon  the  demife  of  Vitoldus,  the  Li- 
thuanians fliould  acknowledge  no  other  great- 
duke  but  the  perfonwho  fhould  be  appointed  by 
the  king,  and  with  the  agreement  of  the  two 

nations ; that  if  Ladillaus  died  without  iffue, 
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the  Poles  fliould  cleft  no  king  without  the  con- 
lent  of  Vitoldus  and  the  Lithuanians,  and  that 
a diet,  compofed  of  reprefentatives  from  both 
nations,  fliould  meet  at  Lublin  or  ParzowL 
From  the  demife  of  Vitoldus,  who  expired  in 
1439,  in  the  goth  year  of  his  age,  the  great- 
dukes  were  fometimes,  in  conformity  to  this 

* Dlugoffias  & Cromer, 
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compaft,  nominated  by  the  kings  of  Poland ; 
at  other  times,  in  violation  of  it,  by  the  Li- 
thuanians. At  length  Sigifmond  I.  fortunately 
united  in  his  perfon  the  two  fovereignties,  and 
was  fuceeeded  in  both  by  his  fon  Sigifmond  Au- 
guftus. 

© 

Hitherto  the  conneftion  between  the  two  na- 
tions was  more  an  alliance  than  an  union ; but 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  having  no  children,  and 
being  the  only  furviving  male  heir  of  the  Ja~ 
ghellon  family,  planned  the  union  of  Poland 
and  Lithuania,  left  upon  his  deceafe  the  two  na- 
tions fhould  be  again  governed  by  different 
princes.  After  fome  difficulties  he  obtained, 
from  a general  diet  held  at  Lublin  in  15 69,  that 
Poland  and  Lithuania  fhould  be  confidered  as 
one  nation,  that  onefovereign  fhould  be  chofer 
by  both ; that  the  Lithuanians  fhould  fend  nun* 
tios  to  the  general  diet,  be  admitted  into  the 
fenate,  and  have  an  equal  fhare  in  the  public  ?io- 
nours  and  employments  ; that  no  alliance  fhould 
be  made  with  foreign  powers,  and  no  embaffa- 
dors  difpatched  without  the  confent  of  both  par- 
ties ; that  the  fame  money  fhould  pafs  current  in 
both  countries  ; and  that  they  lhould  have  no 
diftinfition  of  privilege  or  i itereft.  Upon  the 
ratification  of  this  union,  Sigifmond  Auguftus 
renounced  all  hereditary  right  to  Lithuania. 
From  this  period  the  fame  perfon  has  been  uni- 

formly 


# 


224  TRAVELS  IN  POLAND*  B.  3. 

formly  defied  king  of  Poland  and  great-duke  of 
Lithuania,  and  the  two  nations  have  been  in- 
corporated into  one  republic*. 

Grodno  is  a large  and  {haggling  place,  but 
contains  no  more  them  3,000  Chriftians,  exclu- 
five  of  the  perfons  employed  in  the  manufac- 
tures, and  1,000  Jews.  It  has  the  appearance  of 
a town  in  decay : containing  a mixture  of 
wretched  hovels,  falling  houfes,  and  ruined  pa- 
laces, with  magnificent  gateways,  remains  of 
ancient  fplendour,  A few  habitations  in  good 
repair  render  the  contrail  more  {hiking. 

* The  old  palace,  in  which  the  kings  nfed  to  re- 
fide  during  the  diets,  ftood  upon  a hill  of  fand 
riling  abruptly  from  the  river,  and  forming  part 
of  the  bank : feme  remains,  of  the  ancient  walls 
{till  exift.  Oppofite  to  this  hill  is  the  new  pa- 
lacef,  built,  but  never  inhabited,  by  Auguftus  III. 
in  which  are  the  apartments  wherein  the  diets  are 
held,  or  rather  will  be  held  if  they  are  ever  again 

fummoned  to  Grodno.  According  to  the  treaty 

; 

of  Hrocllo ; Lublin,  or  Parzow,  or  any  other 
more  commodious  town,  was  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Polifh  and  Lithuanian  deputies ; 
but  in  the  articles  of  union  it  was  fiipulated, 
that  Warfaw  fliould  be  the  place  where  the  re- 

* Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p.  30  ^33. 

f This  palace  became  the  temporary  refidence  of  Stanlllaus  Au- 
guftus,  after  his  abdication, 

prefentatives 
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prefentatives  of  the  two  nations  were  to  affem- 
ble#.  In  1673,  it  was  enacted,  that  every  third 
diet  fhould  be  held  at  Grodno,  and  in  conformity 
to  this  law,  the  firft  national  affembly  was  con- 
vened herein  1673,  under  J ohn  Sobiefki.  But 
when  the  next  turn  of  Grodno  arrived,  that  mo- 
narch  fummoned  the  diet  to  Warfaw:  the  Li- 
thuanians ftrongly  oppofed  this  infringement  of 
their  rights,  and  their  deputies,  inftead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Warfaw,  where  the  kino*  fenate,  and 
nuntios  of  Poland  were  met,  repaired  to  this 
town,  and  formed  a feparate  diet.  In  order  to 
prevent  a civil  war,  which  this  divifion  might 
occafion,  a negotiation  took  place,  and  it  was  at 
length  fettled,  that  the  diet  of  1673  fhould  af- 
fefnble  at  Warfaw,  but  be  called  the  diet  of 
Grodno,  and  that  the  marfhal  fhould  be  chofen, 
from  the  Lithuanian  nuntios f.  From  that  time 
the  diets  have  been  occafionally  fummoned  to 
Grodno^;,  until  the  reign  of  the  prefent  king, 
when  they  have  been  held  at  Warfaw  ; this  in- 
novation has  been  tacitly  agreed  to  by  the  Li- 
thuanians, as  well  on  account  of  the  diftance  of 
this  town  from  the  royal  refid ence,  as  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  troubles  which  convulfed  the 
country 

# Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  II.  p.  315,  See. 

-f  Vie  cle  Sobiefki,  p.  19. 

J Grodno  is  now  a frontier  town,  in  the  Ruffian  diviiion  of 
Poland. 

§ In  October  1784,  a diet  "v^as  held  at  Grodno, 
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We  carried  a letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr, 
Gillihert,  a French  naturalift  of  2;  re  at  abilities, 
who  has  the  fiiperintendence  of  the  college  and 
phyfic  garden.  The  king  of  Poland  has  efta- 
bliihed  a Royal  Academy  of  Phyfic  for  Lithua- 
nia, in  which  ten  fhidents  are  inftrudted  in  phy- 
fic, and  twenty  in  furgery.  They  are  all  lodged, 
boarded,  and  taught  at  the  royal  expence.  The 
phyfic  garden,  which  did  not  exift  in  1776, 
made,  when  I palled  through  the  town  in  1778, 
a very  refpedtable  appearance,  which  was  owing 
to  Mr.  Gillifaert’x  attention  and  care.  It  con- 
tained i,500  exotics,  particularly  feveral  deli- 
cate American  plants  fown  in  the  open  air,  which 
thrived  remarkably  well  in  this  climate.  Mr. 
Gillibert  told  me,  that  he  had  difeovered  200 


fpecies  of  plants  in  Lithuania,  which  were  only 


thought  indigenous  in  Siberia,  Tartary,  and 
Sweden,  and  that  in  the  whole  duchy  he  had  ob- 
ferved  980  fpecies,  exclufive  of  thofe  common 
to  moft  countries  in  Europe.  He  has  lately 
formed  a final!  collection,  chiefly  confifting  of 
thd productions  of  Lithuania,  and  is  employed  in 


arranging  materials  for  a natural  hiftory  of  the 
duchy:  he  propofes  to  begin  his  publications 


on  that  fubjedt  with  a Flora  Lithuanica , which 
will  be  fucceffively  followed  by  an  account  of 
the  mineralogy,  infedfs,  quadrupeds,  and  birds. 
•Confdering  the  infant  ftate  of  natural  know- 
ledge in  this  country,  the  defign  will  require 


great 
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great  length  of  time  and  perfeverance  before  it 
is  completed. 

The  animals  roving  in  the  boundlefs  forefts  of 
Lithuania,  are  principally  the  bear,  wolf,  elk, 
wild-ox,  l)Tnx,  beaver,  glutton,  and  wild- cat. 

At  Grodno  I had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a 
female  of  the  wild-ox,  probably  the  fame  qua* 
draped  defcribed  by  Ai  iftotle,  under  the  name  of 
Bona  fits , ftyied  Ur  us  in  the  Commentaries  of 
Caefar,  and  called  Bifon  by  fome  naturalifls. 
It  was  not  full  grown,  about  the  (ize  of  a com- 
mon Englifh  cow,  ihaped  like  a buffalo,  but 
without  the  protuberance  on  the  fhoulders ; 
the  neck  was  high  and  thick,  and  covered 
with  a mane,  which  fringed  down  the  throat 
and  bread;,  and  hung  aim  oft  to  the  ground, 
fomewhat  refembling  that  of  an  old  lion ; the 
forehead  was  narrow,  with  two  horns  bending* 
inwards and  the  tongue  of  a bluilh  colour. 
The  male  is  fometimes  fix  feet  in  height,  and 
more  fierce  and  fhaggy  than  the  female. 

Linnaeus  has  claffed  the  Bonafus , the  Urus , 

* Ariftotle  defcribes  the  horns  of  the  Bonafus  as  ya^a  nat  x£xa/u~ 
fAiva  -nrgos-  a xxnxa,  i(  crooked  and  bending  towards  each  other A cir- 
cumftance  which  feems  to  have  puzzled  commentators  upon  Arif- 
totle, who  did  not  confider  that  the  figure  of  the  horns  varies  ex- 
ceedingly in  the  fame  fpecies,  in  a wild  or  tame  hate,  and  cannot 
be  admitted  as  forming  a fpecific  difference.  See  A rill.  Hift.  Anim. 
L.  IX.  c.  45.  alfo  Camus  Hift.  des  Animaux,  cited  in  Maty’s  Re- 
view for  April  1783,  p.  313,  &c. 
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and  the  Bifon  (probably  the  fame  animal  with 
different  names)  under  three  fpecies;  Buffon  re- 
duces them  to  two,  the  Urus  and  the  Bifon ; 
but  Pennant  has  comprifed  them  all  under  one 
fpecies  His  opinion  has  been  lately  adopted 
by  Pallas,  in  a curious  differtation  publifhed  in 
the  Adis  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  of 
St.  Peterfburgh.  He  informs  us,  that  this  fpecies 
of  the  wild-ox,  which  was  formerly  very  common 
in  Europe,  exiffs  no  where  on  that  continent,  ex- 
cept in  thefe  Lithuanian  forefts,  in  fome  parts  of 
the  Carpathian  mountains,  and  perhaps  of  the 
Caueafus.  He  agrees  alfo  with  Buffon,  in  fup- 
pofing*  the  bifon  or  wild-ox  of  America  only  a 
variety  of  the  urns  changed  by  the  climate  f. 

Lithuania  is  very  rich  in  ornithology : among 
the  birds  of  prey  the  eagle  and  vulture  are  com- 
mon. The  Remiz. £ or  little  fpecies  of  titmoufe, 
called  Pams  Pendulums , is  not  unfrequently 
found  in  thefe  parts.  The  head  is  of  a pale  bluifh 
atli-colour,  the  forepart  of  the  neck  and  the 
breaft  tinged  with  red,  the  belly  white,  wings 
black,  back  and  rump  of  a yellowifh  ruft-colour, 
quill-featliers  cinereous,  with  the  exterior  tides 

* Syftema  Nature.  Buffon’s  Hill.  Nat.  Pennant’s  Hift.  of 
Quad.  p.  15. 

f Sur  le  Buffle  a Queue  de  cheval  in  Nov.  Act.  Pet.  1771. 
Part  II.  p.  232,  See . Alfo  in  his  Neue  Nord.  Beytrage,  p.  2. 

x I am  indebted  to  that  able  naturalilt,  Mr.  Pennant,  for  this 
defcriptkm  of  the  Remiz,  and  for  the  annexed  plate. 

white,- 
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white,  the  tail  ruft- coloured.  The  male  is  fingu- 
larly  diftinguiihed  from  the  female  by  a pair  of 
black-pointed  whifkers. 

The  neft  is  in  the  iliape  of  a long  purfe,  which 
it  forms  with  amazing  art,  by  interweaving 
down,  goffamer,  and  minute  fibres,  in  a compact 
manner,  and  lining  the  infide  with  down,  fo  as 
to  make  a warm  lodge  for  its  young  brood.  The 
entrance  is  at  the  fide,  final!  and  round,  with  the 
edge  more  ftrongly  marked  than  the  reft  of  this 
curious  fabric:  the  bird,  attentive  to  the  pre- 
fer vati  on  of  its  eggs  and  neftlings,  fufpends  it 
at  the  leffer  end  to  the  extremity  of  the  (lender 
twigs  of  a willow,  or  fome  other  tree,  over  a 
river.  Contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  titmice,  it 
lays  only  four  or  five  eggs  ; poffibly  Providence 
hath  ordained  this  fcantinefs  of  eggs  to  the  Re- 
miz ; becaufe  by  the  lingular  in  ft  met  imparted  to 
this  bird,  it  is  enabled  to  fecure  its  young  much 
more  effectually  from  deftrufition,  than  the  other 
fpecies,  which  are  very  prolific. 

Mr.  Gillibert  acquainted  me  that  a great 
quantity  of  yellow  amber  is  frequently  dug  up 
in  the  Lithuanian  forefts,  and  that  it  is  probably 
the  production  of  a final!  refinous  pine*.  He 

informed 

* Natural  ids  have  long  differed  concerning  the  origin  of  amber. 
Some  maintain  it  to  be  an  animal  fubitance,  others  clafs  it  among 
the  minerals  ; fome  affert,  that  it  is  a vegetable  oil  united  with  a 
numeral  acid ; but  the  molt  common  opinion  feems  to  be  that  it  is  a 
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informed  me  that  the  duchy  abounds  in  iron 
ochre,  called  by  Linnaeus  Tophus  humofo  ochrea- 
ceus,  and  described  by  Wallerius*  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  Ferrum  iimofum , which  produces  forty 
pounds  of  metal  in  a hundred  weight ; that  it 
yields  alfo  feveral  fpecies  of  copper  and  iron  py- 
rites ; black  agate,  which  always  bears  a refem- 
bl  ance  to  the  roots  of  pines f;  ^detached  maffes 

foffi]  bitumen/  A few,  with  Mr.  Gillibert,  hold  it  to  be  the  refi- 
nous  juice  of  a pine  hardened  by  age;  an  opinion  alfo  maintained 
by  the  ancient  Romans,  Aipber  is.  moft  ufually  found  upon  the 
fea  coaft,  and  though  frequently  difcovered  feveral  feet  beneath  the 
furface  of  the  ground,  yet  has  been  fuppofed  to  have  never  been 
dug  up  at  any  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fea;  a circumftance 
which  has  led  feveral  naturalifts  to  conjecture,  that  it  owes,  in  a 
great  meafure,  its  production  to  that  element.  But  this  hypothecs 
is  confuted  by  the  difcovery  of  thefe  large  pieces  of  amber  in  the 
heart  of  the  Lithuanian  forefts  far  from  any  fea.  See  Piin.  Hill. 
Nat.  L.  37.  Se£t.  XI.  Tacitus  de  Mor.  Germ,  Macquer’s  Chy- 
miftry^v.  II.  p.  206.  Biftiop  of  Landaff’s  (Dr.  Watfon)  E flays 
on  Chym.  v.  III.  p.  12.  and  particularly  Wallerius  Syft.  Min.  v.  II. 
p.  1 1 5— 1 17.  where  the  reader  will  find  a lift  of  the  principal  natura- 
lifts,  who  have  written  upon  Amber. 

* Wallerius  Syft.  Min.  v.  II.  p.  253. 

f Mr.  Gillibert  thus  defcribes  thefe  agates  in  the  A fits  of  the 
Imperial  Acadejny  of  Sciences.  “ M.  Gillibert  dans  une  lettre  a 
M.  le  Profeffeur  Pallas,  parle  d’une  petrification  tres  remarquable, 
commune  dans  ce  pays  [Lithuania],  daquelle  eft  agatlie  par  fa  na- 
ture, mais  refemble  parfaitement  par  fa  forme,  a des  racines  de  fa- 
pins  petrifiees.  Les  racines  agatifees  font  bandees  de  noil*  autour 

deleur  axe,  etincruftees  d’une  ecorfe  grife  ou  blanchatre.  On  en 

♦ 

trouvea  demi  petrifiees ; et  toutes  donnent  une  odeur  empyreuma- 
tique  au  feu,  qui  provient  d’un  refte  de  principe  bitumeneux. 
D’Ailleurs  toutes  les  petrific;  tlons  d’origine  marine  fe  trouvent 
agarifees  dans  ce  pays  cou vert  d’un  fable  fin,  dont  les  eaux  peuvent 
extra! re  un  principe  petrifiant  de  cette  nature.”  Nov.  A6t.  Acatft 
Pet.  for  1777?  P-  45* 
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of  red  and  gray  granite ; pudding  (tones,  -con- 
taining chryftals  of  white  quartz ; the  echinus 
agatized ; a large  quantity  of  falfe  precious 
hones,  fuch  as  amethyfts,  topazes,  garnets,  alfo 
chalcedonies,  cornelians,  milky  agates,  the 
ociilus  c-atti,  or  cat’s  eye,  jafpers,  and  particu- 
larly the  red  fpecies.  Lithuania,  he  added,  is 
extremely  rich  in  marine  petrifactions,  chiefly 
in  thofe  which  are  common  in  the  Baltic; 
of  thefe  the  madrepores  are  the  molt  numerous, 
and  amongft  others  the  Corallinum  Gothland* - 
cum  is  not  uncommon,  which  is  deferibed  in  the 
firft  volume  of  the  Amputates 'Academic#*  as 
extremely  rare, 

%J 

The  next  morning  we  vifited  the  manufacto- 
ries eftablifhed  by  the  king  in  1776.  They  were 
carrying  on  in  wooden  fheds,  built  by  Auguf- 
tus  III.  for  ftables,  which  were  converted  into 
temporary  working  looms,  and  dwelling  houfes 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  manufacturers.  It 
was  expected  that  the  whole  eftablifhment  would 
be  foon  removed  to  Loffona,  a village  near  Grod- 
no, where  convenient  buildings,  conftrudting  at 
the  king's  expence,  were  nearly  finithed.  The 
principal  manufactures  are  cloth  and  camlets, 
linen  ancl  cottons,  (ilk  fluffs,  embroidery,  filk 
dockings,  hats,  lace,  fire  arms,  needles,  cards, 
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bleaching  wax,  and  carriages.  The  country  fur- 
nifhes  fufficient  wool,  flax,  hemp,  beavers  hair, 
and  wax,  for  the  fupply  of  the  manufadtories 
which  employ  thofe  commodities ; but  the  filk? 
cotton,  iron,  colours,  gold  and  filver  for  the 
embroidery,  and  fine  thread  from  Bruffels  for  the 
lace,  are  imported. 

Thefe  manufadfories  employ  3,000  perfons,  in- 
cluding thofe  difperfed  in  the  contiguous  villages* 
who  fpin  linen  and  worfted.  Seventy  foreigners 
direct  the  different  branches  ; the  reft  are  natives 
belonging  to  the  king’s  demefnes.  The  appren- 
tices are  the  children  of  Polifh  peafants,  who  are 
clothed  and  fed,  and  have  befides  a fmall  allow- 
ance in  money.  The  directors  complain  that 
there  is  no  emulation  among  them,  and  that,  al- 
though better  fed  arid  clothed  than  the  other 
peafants,  yet  they  cannot  excite  them  to  induftry 
by  any  other  means  than  force.  Nor  is  this  a mat- 
ter of  wonder  ; for  they  fill!  continue  in  a hate 
of  fervitude,  and  are  apprehenfive,  left  they  ilrould 
be  deprived  of  their  profits ; it  has  frequently 
happened,  that  any  little  pittance  gained  by  their 
labour,  lias  been  wrefted  from  them,  in  order  to 
pay  the  quit-rents  which  their  parents  owed  to 
their  lords.  One  of  thefe  apprentices,  more 
fhrewd  than  the  reft,  faid  to  the  director,  who 
was  trying  to  ftimulate  her  induftry,  “ What  ad- 
vantage ih all  I obtain  if  I follow  your  advice  ? 

^ let 
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let  me  become  ever  fo  fkilful  in  my  trade,  I fhall 
always  continue  fubjeCt  to  my  matter  : the  labour 
will  be  mine,  and  the  profits  his.”  Mott  of 
them  appeared  with  a fettled  melancholy  in 
their  countenances,  and  they  evidently  work- 
ed from  compulfion,  not  from  inclination.  As 
fome  remedy  to  this  evil,  it  has  been  propofed, 
after  a certain  term  of  years,  to  give  liberty  to 
thofe  wrho  particularly  excel,  and  diftinguifli 
themfelves  by  extraordinary  exertions.  But  this 
humane  propolal  has  been  rejected,  from  a notion 
that  fuch  perfons,  once  free,  would  no  longer 
continue  to  work  ; and  that  by  thefe  means  the 
manufactories  would  be  deprived  of  the  beft 
hands.  Though  this  inconvenience  might  occa- 
iionally  take  place;  yet  the  encouragement  of 
fuch  a regulation,  by  exciting  alacrity  and  indus- 
try, would  create  a greater  number  of  artitts  than 
it  would  emancipate. 

Thefe  manufactories  are  ftill  in  their  infancy ; 
but  the  inftitution  reflects  a confiderable  luttre 
upon  the  royal  founder;  more  particularly  as  his 
attention  was  not  withdrawn  from  them  during 
the  civil  convulfions  which  latelv  fhook  his 
throne. 

On  the  firft  evening  of  our  arrival  at  Grodno,, 
a Poliflr  nobleman,  to  whom  we  were  introduced 
by  Mr.  Gillibert,  invited  us  to  fupper  with  great 
frankpefs  and  cordiality.  After  an  hour’s  con- 

verfation, 
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verfation,  he  configned  us  to  the  care  of  his  wife 
and  retired  ; nor  did  he  again  make  his  appear- 
ance the  whole  evening.  This  feeming  inatten- 
tion,  fo  contrary  to  the  politenefs  of  the  invita- 
tion, occaiioned  at  firft  feme  furprize ; but  we 
afterwards  found,  that  good  manners  equally  di- 
rected his  behaviour  in  both  inftances.  Having 
before  our  arrival  invited  fome  Polilh  gentlemen 
to  fup  with  him,  who  could  not  converfe  in 
French,  and  who  drank  freely,  liejuftly  thought 
that  we  fhould  pafs  a more  agreeable  evening 
with  the  ladies.  We  had  a fmall  party  at  flip- 
per, which  was  chearful  and  agreeable ; for  the 
Poles  are  a lively  people,  and  the  women  in  ge- 
neral amiable  and  well  bred. 

We  dined  the  following  day  with  count  Ty- 
fenhaufen  vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania  ; it  was 
an  eledlion-dinner  previous  to  the  dietine,  which 
was  to  affernble  at  Grodno,  to  chufe  reprefen t a- 
tives  for  the  approaching  diet.  There  were  eighty 
nobles  at  table,  all,  a few  excepted,  in  their  na- 
tional drefs,  and  with  their  heads  lhaved  in  the 
Polilh  falhion.  Before  dinner  they  faluted  the 
count  with  great  refpedt,  fame  kifling  the  hem  of 
his  garment,  others  hooping  down  and  embrac- 
ing his  legs. 

In  the  evening  the  count  gave  a ball,  conclud- 
ed by  an  elegant  flipper.  The  company  amufed 
themfclves  with  Polilh  and  Englilh  country 
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dances.  The  Polifh  dances  are  Ample,  but  not 
deficient  in  grace,  accompanied  by  a mod;  plead- 
ing air : the  company  ftand  in  pairs  ; the  firft 
man  leads  his  partner  round  the  room  in  a kind 
of  ftep  not  much  unlike  that  of  a minuet,  he  then 
quits  her  hand,  makes  a finall  circle,  joins  hands 
again,  and  repeats  the  fame  movements  until  the 
conclufion.  The  fecond  couple  began  as  foon  as 
the  firft  had  advanced  a few  fteps,  and  was  quickly 
followed  by  the  remainder,  fo  that  all  the  par- 
ties glided  after  one  another  at  the  fame  time. 
The  Poles  are  very  fond  of  this  dance  : although 
it  has  little  variety,  they  continued  it  for  half  an 
hour  without  intermiffion,  and  frequently  re- 
newed it  during*  the  courfe  of  the  evening.  The 
intervals  were  filled  with  Eng'lifii  country  dances, 
which  they  performed  with  equal  expertnels,  and 
and  with  no  lefs  delight.  An  elegant  fupper,  to 
which  only  a feledt  party  was  invited,  agreeably 
concluded  the  entertainment  of  the  day. 

The  count  politely  prefifed  us  to  continue  fome 
time  at  Grodno,  and  take  up  our  abode  in  his 
houfe;  but  being  anxious  to  arrive  at  Peterfburgh 
before  the  commencement  of  the  winter,  wedeclin- 
ed  the  invitation,  wdiichwe  fiiould  other  wife  have 
accepted  with  pleafure.  Some  of  the  company, 
however,  kindly  endeavoured  to  detain  us  by 
privately  deli  ring  the  coach-maker  employed  in 
unending  oip:  carriage  to  execute  the  commiffion 
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in  a dilatory  manner,  and  although  we  accident- 
ally clifcovered  this  project,  we  did  not  obtain  the 
nec diary  repairs  without  the  mod:  urgent  remon- 
ftrances.  To  fpare  our  acquaintance  the  trouble  of 
making,  and  ourfelves  the  pain  of  rejecting,  any 
further  foli citations,  we  deemed  it  expedient  to 
depart  in  the  night  without  apprifing  any  one  of 
our  defign. 

It  was  our  intention  to  proceed  to  Vilna;  but 
as  this  was  the  time  of  electing  nuntios,  the 
poftm  after  informed  us,  that  for  want  of  horfes 
we  fliould  be  delayed  at  fome  wretched  village  ; 
we  therefore  unwillingly  altered  our  route,  and 
to  our  great  difappointment,  as  we  much  wiftied 
to  vifit  the  capital  of  Lithuania. 

\ ' 
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Continuation  of  the  tour  through  the  duchy  of  Lithuania.— Num- 
ber of  Jews. — Badnefsof  the  roads  and  wantof  accommodations.— 

Clofe  of  the  dietine  at  Minfk. — Poverty  and  wretchednefs  of  the 
natives. — Comparative  view  of  the  Swifs  and  Polifli  peafants. — = 
Remarks  on  the  Plica  Polonica. 

IN  our  route  through  Lithuania  we  were  {truck 
with  the  fwarms  of  Jews,  who,  though  very 
numerous  in  every  other  part  of  Poland,  feem  to 

r 

have  fixed  their  head-quarters  in  this  duchy.  If 
you  afk  for  an  interpreter,  fhey  bring  you  a Jew ; 
if  you  come  to  an  inn,  the  landlord  is  a Jew  ; if 
you  want  poit-horfes,  a Jew  procures  them,  and 
a Jew  drives  them  ; if  you  with  to  pur  chafe,  a 
Jew  is  your  agent : this  perhaps  is  the  only  coun- 
try in  Europe  where  Jews  cultivate  the  ground ; 
and  we  frequently  faw  them  engaged  in  fowing, 
reaping,  mowing,  and  other  works  of  hufbandry. 

The  roads  in  Lithuania  are  entirely  negleCied, 
being  little  better  than  by-paths  winding  through 
the  thick  forefl  without  the  leaft  degree  of  arti- 
ficial direction  : they  are  frequently  fo  narrow  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  a carriage ; continually  ob~ 
ftrubfed.  by  Humps  and  roots  of  trees,  and  in  many 
parts  fo  exceedingly  fandy,  that  eight  final! 
horfes  could  fcarcely  drag  us  along.  The  poftilions 


were 
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were  frequently  boys  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of 
age,  hardy  lads,  who  rode  polls  of  twenty  and 
even  thirty  Englilh  miles  without  a faddle,  and 
with  fcarcely  any  covering  except  a fhirt  and  a 
pair  of  linen  drawers.  The  bridges  acrofs  the 
rivulets  were  fo  weakly  conft rafted,  and  fo  old, 
that  they  feemed  ready  to  crack  with  the  weight 
of  the  carriage,  and  we  thought  ourfelves  for- 
tunate in  palling  them  without  an  accident. 

Some  travellers  have  remarked,  that  the  forefts, 
through  which  our  route  lay,  are  fet  on  fire  by 
lightninp*  or  other  natural  caufes,  and  blaze  for 
a confiderable  time.  We  at  firft  conceived  this 
reprefentation  to  be  well-founded,  as  we  difco- 
vered  in  many  parts  evident  traces  of  extenfive 
conflagrations.  On  inquiry,  however,  we  were 
informed,  that  the  peafants,  being  obliged  an- 
nually to  furnifh  their  landlords  with  a certain 
quantity  of  turpentine,  burn  the  trunks  of  the 
pines  while  Handing,  and  catch  it  as  it  oozes  from 
the  Hems.  We  obferyed  few  trees  without  marks 
of  fire  upon  them  : fome  were  quite  black,  and 
nearly  charred  to  cinder  - fome  half-burnt ; others 
coniklerably  fcorched,  but  continuing  to  vege- 
tate. 

\ 

Auguil  15.  After  twenty  hours  mediant  tra- 
velling we  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  Bielitza, 
which  is  diftant  ninety  miles  from  Grodno,  and 
let  out  before  day-break;  anxious  to  reach  Minfk 


\ 


• on 


on  the  morning  of  the  17  th,  when  a dietine  for 
the  election  of  nuntios  was  to  he  affembled.  We 
hopped  a iliorttiine  at  Novogrodec,  which  is  all 
built  of  wood,  except  two  or  three  ruinous  brick- 
houfes,  a convent  that  belonged  to  the  Jefuits, 
and  fome  mouldering  {tone- walls  furroundino’  a 
filial!  eminence,  crowned  with  the  remains  of  an 
old  citadel.  Near  Novogrodec  we  pafled  a large 
number  of  barrows,  which  the  peafants  call 
Swedifli  burying-places.  In  this  part  the  coun- 
try was  lefs  fandy,  of  a richer  foil,  and  fome  what 
diverfified  with  hill  and  dale:  the  fo  lit  ary  extent 
of  the  forefts  was  more  than  ufually  interfperfed 
with  villages,  and  dotted  with  fields  of  pafture, 
in  which  we  obferved  numerous  herds  of  cattle. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  final!  village  of  Mir,  we 


found  that  our  original  intention  of  reaching 
Minlk  by  the  next  morning  was  fcarcely  practi- 
cable, even  if  we  continued  our  journey  during 
the  night.  The  diftance  was  between  fixty  and 
feventy  miles,  the  night  extremely  dark,  the  roads 
bad  ; and  we  were  informed,  that  ice  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  crofs  feveral  bridges  not.paffable  even 
in  the  day  without  the  utmoft  circumspection. 
Our  defire  therefore  of  being  prefont  at  the  elec- 
tion of  nuntios  gave  way  to  thefe  fuggeftions, 
and  we  facrificed  the  gratification  of  our  curiofity 
to  the  confiderations  of  perfonal  fafety.  The 
pleafures  of  Mir  certainly  offered  no  induce- 
ment 
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ment  for  delay : the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants 
denied  a fcanty  fupply  of  the  moil  ordinary  re- 
frefhments  ; the  higheft  entertainment  which  the 
place  afforded  being  a fufpenfion  of  the  dangers 
of  travelling,  and  the  fum  of  our  comforts  an 
intermiffion  of  fatigue. 

The  badnefs  of  our  accommodations  at  Mir 
led  us  to  confider  Minfk  (where  we  arrived  on 
the  evening  of  the  17th)  as  the  feat  of  tafte  and 
luxury.  We  there  experienced  comforts  to  which 
we  had  lately  been  Grangers ; a neat  white-waflied 
room  with  a brick  floor,  no  fleas  or  flies,  plenty 
of  clean  ftraw,  good  bread,  and  frefli  meat.  Af- 
ter a refrefliing  night’s  reft,  we  fallied  forth  the 
next  morning  to  the  refedtory  of  the  Jefuits 
monaftery,  where  the  nuntios  had  been  chofen  on 
the  preceding  day.  We  had  fome  difficulty  in 
gaining  admittance;  until  a perfon,  who  appeared 
to  be  a man  of  confequence,  inquired,  in  the  Ger- 
man  language,  our  country  and  bufmefs.  An- 
fwering  that  we  were  three  Englifli  gentlemen, 
defirous  of  feeing  every  thing  worthy  of  ohfcr- 
vation,  he  expreffed  much  furprize  at  the  plain- 
nefs  of  our  drefs,  particularly  at  our  want  of 
fwords.  “ In  Poland,”  he  faid,  <c  every  gentleman 
wears  his  fabre  as  a badge  of  his  rank,  neverappear- 
ing in  public  without  it ; and  I advife  you  to  ob» 
ferve  this  cuftom  as  long  as  you  continue  in  this 
country,  if  you  wifli  to  be  confidered  as  gentle- 
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men.”  Thanking  him  for  his  advice,  we  accom- 
panied him  into  the  refehtory,  where  we  found 
the  majority  of  the  dietine  ftill  affembled,  though 
not  upon  national  bufmefs  ; in  plain  English,  they 
were  engaged  in  drinking,  a no  lefs  effential  ap* 
pendage  of  a Polifh  than  a Britifh  election.  One 
perfon,  whom  they  feemed  to  treat  with  de- 
ference, was  conftantly  employed  in  delivering 
drams  to  the  electors,  who  were  handing  in  dif- 
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ferent  parts  of  the  room  : many  ceremonies  paffed 
at  every  circulation  of  the  glafs ; they  touched 
their  breads,  hooped  towards  the  ground,  and 
drank  the  nuntios’  and  each  other’s  health  with 
great  folemnity.  Several  of  the  Polifh  gentlemen 
converfed  with  me  in  Latin:  they  informed  me, 
that  every  palatinate  is  divided  into  a certain  num- 
ber of  diftri&s,  and  that  each  diftriht  cliufes  two 
nuntios.  I afked  whether  the  elehlion  of  the  dif- 
triht  of  Minfk  had  been  contefted  ; they  told  me, 
that  three  candidates  had  offered.  I then  in- 
quired whether  the  elected  nuntios  were  of  the 
king’s  party,  and  they  anfwered,  “ We  have  in 
this  inftance  complied  with  his  majefty’s  recom- 
mendation.” “ You  have  a6ted,”  I replied,  “with 
great  propriety  : is  he  not  a good  prince  ?”  “A 
good  prince  !”  returned  the  Poles,  “ }^es,  the  moft 
excellent  that  ever  filled  a throne,” 

Minfk  is  a large  place  : two  churches,  and  the 
monaftery  which  belonged  to  the  Jefuits,  are  con™ 
vol,  i,  r fuucted 
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fru6ted  of  brick,  and  the  remaining  buildings, 
though  of  wood,  have  a neater  look  than  the 
generality  of  dwellings  in  this  country.  Return- 
ing to  our  inn,  we  received  an  invitation  to  din- 
ner from  a Polifli  count:  but  as  the  weather  ap- 
peared favourable,  as  our  carriage  was  at  the 
door,  and  all  things  prepared  for  our  immediate 
departure,  we  determined  to  relinquilh  an  oppor- 
tunity of  focial  enjoyment  for  the  expediency  of 
purfuing  our  journey. 

Augufl  18.  *We  were  confiderably  fatigued 
with  our  journey  from  Minfk  to  Smolewitzo, 
which,  though  fcarcely  thirty  miles,  yet  on  ac- 
count of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  and  unexpected 
delays,  employed  us  near  twelve  hours.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  rainy,  the  wind  high,  the 
roads  worfe  than  ufual,  and  the  evening  proved 
extremely  dark.  We  were  almoft  beginning  to 
delpair  of  reaching  our  defined  fiation ; when  a 
noife  of  folding  doors  thrown  open,  and  the  rat- 
tling of  our  carriage  upon  a wodden  floor,  an- 
nounced our  arrival.  The  leathern  blinds  of  the 
carriage  being  clofely  fattened  down,  to  exclude 
the  wind  and  rain,  we  were  for  a few  moments 
held  in  fufpenfe  into  what  kind  of  place  we 
were  admitted.  Alighting,  we  found  ourfelves 
in  the  middle  of  a large  barn  or  flied,  at  the  fur- 
ther end  of  which  we  deferied  two  large  pines, 
with  all  their  branches,  in  full  blaze  upon  a hearth 
■v*  without 
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without  a chimney : round  it  feveral  figures,  in 
full  black  robes,  and  with  long  beards,  were  em- 
ployed in  ftirring  a great  cauldron  fufpended 
over  the  flame.  A belief  in  witchcraft,  or  a lit- 
tle fuperftition,  might  eafily  have  reprefented 
this  party  kas  a group  of  magicians  engaged 
in  celebrating  fome  myftic  rites ; but,  on  nearer 
infpe6tion,  we  recognifed  our  old  friends 
the  Jews,  preparing  their  and  our  evening  re- 
paft. 

We  fet  out  the  next  morning  before  day-break, 
as  was  our  ufual  cuftom,  having  no  inducement 
to  remain  any  longer  than  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  in  thefe  hovels,  abounding  in  vermin,  and  in 
which  filth  and  wretchednefs  are  united.  Near 
Borifow  we  eroded  the  Berezyna,  which  has  been 

erroneoufly  laid  down  by  fome  modern  geogra- 
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phers,  as  forming  the  new  boundary  between 
Rufiia  and  Poland,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
townpafled  a camp  of  2,000  Ruffian  troops,  who 
were  marching  to  Warfaw. 

At  Borifow  the  Jews  procured  us  ten  horfes, 
and  placed  them  all  in  two  rows,  fix  next  the 
carriage,  and  four  in  front #.  It  required  much 
ingenuity  to  contrive  this  arrangement.  The  two 
middle  horfes  in  the  hinder  row  were  harnefled  as 

ufual  to  the  fplinter-bars  ; the  two  next  were 

' > 

* The  ufual  method  of  harneffmg  was  by  placing  four  a-brealiy 
and  two  in  the  foremoft  row. 

tv  2 fattened 
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fattened  to  the  extremities  of  the  axle-tree,  which 
projeded  confiderably  on  each  fide  beyond  the 
boxes  of  the  fore- wheels;  and  the  two  outermoft 
in  the  fame  manner,  by  means  of  long  ropes,  to 
the  hinder  axle-tree : the  four'  horfes  in  front 
were  harneffed  to  the  pole  and  to  the  fplinter- 
bars  of  the  pole.  Well  allured  that  horfes,  ranged 
in  this  primitive  manner,  would  require  more 
fpace  than  the  narrow  roads  of  Poland  generally 
afford,  we  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  drivers 
to  place  them  in  pairs ; but  fuch  was  their  obfti- 
nacy  or  want  of  comprehenfion,  that  we  could 
not  prevail.  We  therefore  unloofed  two  horfes 
from  the  hindermoft  row,  and  for  that  permittion 
were  obliged  to  compound  for  leaving  the  re- 
maining eight  in  their  original  pofition.  In  this 
manner  we  proceeded  ; but  ftill  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  forcing  our  way  through  the  wildernefs, 
which  was  fo  overgrown  with  thick  underwood, 
as  in  many  parts  fcarcely  to  admit  the  breadth  of 
an  ordinary  carriage.  In  fome  places  we  were 
obliged  to  take  off  two,  in  others  four  of  the 
horfes,  and  not  unfrequently  alighted,  to  aflift  in 
removing  fallen  trees,  in  directing  the  horfes 
through  the  winding  paths,  and  finding  a new 
track  along  the  aim  oil  impenetrable  foreft. 

In  various  parts  of  the  foreft,  we  obferved 
circular  ranges  of  boards  fixed  to  feveral  trees 
twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  and  projecting  three 
, from 
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from  the  trunk.  On  great  hunting  parties,  lad- 
ders are  placed  againft  thefe  fcaffoldings,  and  the 
hunters,  if  clofely  prefled  by  a bear,  afcend  the 
ladder,  and  draw  it  up  after  them  : the  bear,  al- 
though an  excellent  climber,  is  flopped  in  his 
afcent  by  the  projection  of  the  boards. 

We  were  happy  at  length  to  reach  Naitza, 
although  we  took  up  our  fiation  in  one  of  the 
moft  wretched  of  all  the  wretched  cottages  we 
had  yet  entered.  The  only  article  of  furniture 
was  a fmall  table,  and  the  only  utenfil  a broken 
earthen  pot,  in  which  our  repafi;  was  prepared, 
and  which  ferved  us  alfo  for  diflies  and  plates.  We 
ate  our  meagre  fare  by  the  light  of  a thin  lath  of 
deal,  five  feet  in  length,  which  was  thick  into  a 
crevice  of  the  wainfcot,  and  hung  over  the  table  : 
this  lath,  thanks  to  the  turpentine  contained  in 
it,  ferved  us  inftead  of  a candle,  of  which  there 
was  not  one  to  be  found  in  the  whole  village  of 
Naitza.  It  is  furprizing,  that  the  carelefs  me- 
thod of  ufing  thefe  lights  is  not  oftner  attended 
with  dreadful  effeCts ; for  the  cottagers  carry 
them  about  the  houfe  with  fuch  little  caution, 
that  we  frequently  obferved  fparks  to  drop  upon 
the  ftraw  which  was  prepared  for  our  beds  : nor 
were  we  able,  by  the  ftrongeft  expreffion  of  fear, 
to  awaken  in  them  the  flighted  degree  of  circurn- 
fpeclion.  For  fome  time  after  entering  this 
country,  we  ufed  to  ftart  up.  with  no  fmall  emo- 
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tion  to  extinguifh  the  fparks ; but,  fuch  is  the 
irrefiftible  influence  of  cuflom,  we  became  at  laft 
perfectly  infenfible  to  the  danger  of  this  prablice, 
and  caught  all  the  indifference  of  the  natives.  I 
once  even  fo  far  forgot  myfeif  as  to  hold  a lighted 

C7  CD 

hick  over  an  heap  of  ftraw,  while  1 was  negligently 
fearching  for  feme  triflle.  This  fupinenefs,  which 
I eafily  acquired  in  this  inflamce,  convinced  me 
(if  I may  compare  fmall  things  to  great),  that  I 
could  live  with  the  inhabitants  at  the  foot  of 
jMount  Vefuvius  without  dread  of  an  eruption  ; 
or  fit  unconcerned  with  the  natives  of  Conftan- 
tinople  amid  the  devaftations  of  the  plague. 

It  is  inconceivable  how  few  are  the  wants  of 
the  Lithuanian  peafants  ! Their  carts  are  put  to- 
gether without  iron ; their  bridles  and  traces  are 
generally  plaited  from  the  bark  of  trees,  or  conn 
pofed  of  twilled  branches.  They  have  no  other 
tool  but  a hatchet,  to  conftruht  their  huts,  their 
furniture,  and  carts.  Their  drefs  is  a thick  linen 
ilrirt  and  drawers,  a long  coarle  drugget  coat, 
or  a fheepfkin  cloak,  a round  black  felt  cap  lined 
with  wool,  and  fhoes  made  from  the  bark  of  trees. 
Their  huts  are  built  with  trunks  of  trees  heaped 
on  each  other,  and  look  like  piles  of  wood  in 
whaifs  with  penthoufe  roofs.  How  unlike  the 
Swifs  cottages,  though  formed  with  the  fame  ma- 
terials ! Nor  are  their  houfesmore  diffimilar  than 
their  manners.  The  flriking  difference  between 
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the  Swifs  and  Polifh  peafants,  in  their  very  air 
and  deportment,  flrongly  marks  the  contrail  of 
their  refA.  edive  governments.  The  Swifs  are  open, 
frank,  rough,  but  ready  to  ferve  you  ; they  nod 
their  heads,  or  ilightly  pull  off  their  hats  as  you 
pafs  by,  but  exped  a return  of  civility,  they 
are  routed  by  the  leail  rudenefs,  and  are  not  in- 
tuited with  impunity.  On  the  contrary,  the  Po- 
liili  peafants  are  cringing  and  fervile  in  their  ex- 
preifions  of  refped:  they  bowed  down  to  the 
ground,  took  off  their  hats  or  caps,  holding  them 
in  their  hands  till  we  wrere  out  of  fight,  and 
flopped  their  carts  on  the  firft  giimpfe  of  our  car- 
riage ; in  fhort,  their  whole  behaviour  gave  evi- 
dent fymptoms  of  abjed  fervitude.  Yet  liberty 
is  as  often  the  fubjed  of  encomium  in  Poland  as 
in  Switzerland  ; but  how  different  are  its  opera- 
tions in  the  two  countries  ! In  the  one  it  is  equally 
diffufed,  and  fpreads  comfort  and  happinefs 
through  the  whole  community ; in  the  other  it 
centers  in  a few,  and  is  in  reality  the  word;  fpe^ 
cies  of*  defpotifm 

In  our  progrefs  through  this  country  we  ob- 
ferved  feveral  perfons  with  matted  or  clotted  hair 
which  arifes  from  a diforder  called  Plica  Polo - 
nica  : it  receives  that  denomination,  becaufe  it  is 
confidered  as  peculiar  to  Poland  ; although  it  is 
not  unfrequent  in  Hungary,  Tartary,  and  feveral 

# Written  when  Switzerland  was  free. 
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adjacent  nations,  and  inltances  of  it  are  occa- 
fionally  found  in  other  countries. 

According  to  the  obfervations  of  Dr.  Vicat,  an 
ingenious  Swifs  phyfician  long  refident  in  Poland, 
who  has  published  a fatisfadlory  treatife  # on  this 
fubjedi: ; the  Plica  Polonica  proceeds  from  an 
acrid  vifcous  humour,  penetrating  into  the 
hair  f : it  then  exudes  from  its  fides  or  extre- 
mities, and  clots  the  whole  together,  either  in 
feparate  folds,  or  in  one  undiftinguiflied  mafs. 
The  fymptoms,  more  or  lefs  violent,  according 
to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  or  malignity 
of  the  difeafe,  are  itchings,  fwellings,  eruptions, 
ulcers,  intermitting  fevers,  pains  in  the  head, 
iangour,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  rheumatifm,  gout; 
fometimes  convullions,  palfy,  and  madnels.  Thefe 
fymptoms  gradually  decreafe  as  the  hair  becomes 
affected.  If  the  head  of  the  patient  be  thaved,  he 
relapfes  into  all  the  dreadful  complaints  which 
preceded  the  eruption  of  the  Plica ; and  conti- 
nues to  labour  under  them,  until  a freth  growth 
of  hair  abforbs  the  acrid  humour.  This  diforder 
is  thought  hereditary,  and  is  proved  to  be  con- 
tagious when  in  a virulent  ft  ate. 

O 

■*  Memoire  fur  !a  Flique  Polonoife. 

•f-  The  dilatation  of  the  hair  is  fometimes  fo  confiderable  as  to 
contain  globules  of  blood  ? this  circumftance,  which  however  very 
rarely  happens,  has  probably  given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  by  cutting 
off  the  hair  the  patient  bleeds  to  deqUh 
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Many  phyfical  caufes  are  fuppofed  to  concur 
in  rendering  the  Plica  more  frequent  in  tliefe  re- 
gions than  in  other  parts ; but  it  would  be  endlefs 
to  enumerate  the  various  conjectures  with  which 
each  perfon  has  fupported  his  favourite  hypo- 
thecs : the  moft  probable  are  thofe  affigned  by 
Dr.  Vicat.  The  fir  ft  caufe  is  the  nature  of  the 
Polifli  air,  which  is  rendered  infalubrious  by  nu- 
merous woods  and  moraifes,  and  occaftonally 
derives  an  uncommon  keennefs,  even  in  the  midft 
of  fummer,  from  the  pofition  of  the  Carpathian 
mountains  : for  the  foutliern  and  fouth-cafterly 
winds,  which  ufually  convey  warmth  in  other 
regions,  are  here  chilled  in  their  paffage  over  their 
fnowy  fummits.  The  fecond  is  unwholefome  wa- 
ter: for  although  Poland  is  not  deficient  in  good 
fprings,  yet  the  common  people  ufually  drink 
that  which  is  taken  indiscriminately  from  rivers, 
lakes,  and  even  ftagnant  pools.  The  third  caufe 
is  the  grofs  inattention  of  the  natives  to  clean- 
linefs  ; for  experience  fliews,  that  thofe  who  are 
not  negligent  in  their  perfons  and  habitations, 
are  lets  liable  to  be  afflicted  with  the  plica.  Thus 
perfons  of  higher  rank  are  lets  fubjedt  to  this  dif- 
order  than  thofe  of  inferior  ftations ; the  inhabi- 
tants of  large  towns  than  thofe  of  final!  villages  ; 
the  free  peafants  than  thofe  in  an  abfolute  Hate 
of  vaffalage;  the  natives  of  Poland  Proper  than 
thofe  of  Lithuania.  In  a word,  the  Plica  Polemics 
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appears  to  be  a contagious  diftemper,  which, 
like  the  leprofy,  ftill  prevails  among  a people 
ignorant  in  medicine,  and  inattentive  to  check 
its  progrefs  ; but  is  rarely  known  in  thofe  coun- 
tries where  due  precautions  # are  taken  to  pre- 
vent its  propagation. 

* Its  contagion  is  probably  prevented  from  fpreading  amopg 
the  Ruffians  by  the  ufe  of  the  vapour  bath. 
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U GUST  20.  We  entered  Ruffia  at  the 


JL  JL  fmall  village  of  Tolitzin,  which  in  1 7 7 & 
belonged  to  Poland;  but  it  is  now  comprifed  in 
the  portion  of  country  ceded  by  the  late  parti- 
tion  treaty.  The  province  allotted  to  Ruffia 
comprifes  Poliffi  Livonia,  that  part  of  the  pala- 
tinate of  Polotfk  which  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the 
Duna,  the  palatinates  of  Vitepfk,  Miciflaw,  and 
two  fmall  portions  to  the  north- eaft  and  fouth- 
eaft  of  the  palatinate  of  Minfk ; this  tract  of  land 
(Poliffi  Livonia  excepted)  is  fituated  in  Whitc- 

Ruffia,  and  includes  at  leaft  one  third  of  Li- 

0 

thuania. 

The  Ruffian  limits  of  the  new  province  are 
formed  by  the  Duna,  from  its  mouth  to  above 
Vitepfk  ; from  thence  by  a ftraight  line  running 
direbtly  foutli  to  the  fource  of  the  Drug  near  To- 
litzin, by  the  Drug  to  its  junction  with  the 
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Dnieper,  and  laftly,  by  the  Dnieper  to  the  point 
where  it  receives  the  Sotz.  This  territory  is  now 
divided  into  the  two  governments  of  Polotfk  and 
Mohilef ; the  population  amounts  to  1,600,000 
fouls ; its  productions  are  chiefly  grain,  hemp, 
flax,  and  pafture ; its  forefts  furnifh  great  abun- 
dance of  malts,  planks,  alfo  oak  for  lh ip -build- 
ing, pitch  and  tar,  which  are  chiefly  fent  down 
the  Dun  a to  Riga. 

At  Tolitzin  we  were  greatly  aftonifhed  at  the 
cheapnefs  of  the  poft-horfes,  and  when  our  fer- 
vant  had  difcharged  the  fir  ft  account,  which 
amounted  to  only  two  copecs,  or  about  a penny 
a verft*  for  each  horfe,  we  fhould  have  concluded 
that  he  had  cheated  the  poft-mafter,  had  we  not 
been  well  convinced,  from  the  general  character 
of  the  Ruffians,  that  they  were  not  likely  to  be 
duped  by  ftrangers.  Indeed  we  foon  afterwards 
difeovered,  that  even  half  of  the  charge,  which 
we  thought  fo  extremely  moderate,  might  have 
been  laved,  had  we  obtained  an  order  from  the 
Ruffian  embaffador  at  War  fa  w. 

From  Tolitzin,  through  the  new  government 
of  Mohilef,  the  road  was  excellent,  and  of  con- 
lid  enable  breadth,  with  a double  row  of  trees 
planted  on  each  fide,  and  ditches  to  drain  off 
the  water.  We  palled  through  feveral  wretched 
villages,  ferried  at  Orfa  over  the  Dnieper,  there 

* Three  quarters  of  a mile. 
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only  a fmall  river,  went  through  Dubroffna,  and 
arrived  in  the  evening  at  Lady.  The  country 
from  Tolitzin  to  Lady  is  waving  and  fomewhat 
hilly,  abounds  with  forefts,  and  produces  corn^ 
millet,  hemp,  and  flax.  In  the  largeft  villages 
we  obferved  fchools , and  other  buildings,  con- 
ftru&ing  at  the  expence  of  the  emprefs,  alfo 
churches  with  domes,  intended  for  the  Polilh 
diffidents  of  the  Greek  fed,  and  the  Ruffians 
who  chufe  to  fettle  in  the  countrv. 

Lady  is  fituated  in  the  government  of  Smo- 
lenfko,  and,  before  the  late  difmemberment,  was  a 
Ruffian  frontier  town:  we  took  up  our  quarters  at 
the  poft-houfe,  where  vre  procured  a comfortable 
apartment.  Thefe  poft-houfes,  which  frequently 
occur  on  the  high-roads  of  Ruffia,  are  inoftly 
conftruded  upon  the  fame  plan,  and  extremely 
convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers: 
they  are  large  fquare  wooden  buildings,  enclof- 
ing  a fpacious  court-yard ; in  the  center  of  the 
front  is  a range  of  apartments  intended  for  the 
reception  of  travellers,  with  a gateway  on  each 
fide  leading  into  the  court-yard ; the  remainder 
of  the  front  is  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the 
poil-mafter  and  his  fervants,  the  other  three  fides 
of  the  quadrangle  are  divided  into  flables  and 
flieds  for  carriages,  and  large  barns  for  hay  and 
corn.  We  were  agreeably  furprized,  even  in  this 
remote  place,  to  meet  with  fome  Englilh  ftrong 
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beer,  and  no  lefs  pleafed  to  fee  our  fupper  ferved 
in  difhes  of  Wedgewood’s  ware.  The  luxury  of 
clean  draw  for  our  beds  was  no  fmall  addition  to 
thefe  comforts. 

, Calling  for  our  bill  in  the  morning,  we  found 

our  charge  as  reafonable  as  the  entertainment  was 
* ° 

good.  The  fatisfaclion  wre  expreiTed  at  our  re- 
ception, perhaps  induced  the  fecretary  (as  the 
poft-mafter  himfelf  was  abfent)  to  think  us  pro- 
per fubjedts  of  impofition.  The  diftance  to  the 
next  ftation  was  about  ten  miles,  and  the  fecre- 
tary demanded  three  times  the  fum  allowed  by  the 
public  regulations,  under  pretence  of  our  not 
being  provided  with  an  order  for  poft-horfes. 
We  hinted  fome  furprize  at  this  charge  : this  in- 
timation, though  conveyed  in  the  mildeft  terms, 
was  anfwered  with  expreffions  of  contempt  and 
defiance ; he  ordered  the  horfes  again  into  the 
liable,  and  declared  we  fliould  not  ftir  from  the 
place  until  we  difc-harged  the  full  fum.  Though 
we  might  eafily  have  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
flighted  apology  to  fubmit  to  the  impofition,  we 
determined  to  chaftife  his  infolence.  We  repair- 
ed to  the  director  of  the  cudom-houfe,  and  were 
immediately  admitted : to  our  great  fatisfadlion 
he  fpoke  German,  and  after  hearing  our  cafe, 
told  us,  that  the  Ruffian  had  demanded  treble 
the  fum  he  was  intitled  to;  he  affined  us  we 
iliould  receive  inilant  red  refs,  and  that  the  of- 
fender 
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fender  fhould  be  punifhed.  Having  difpatched 
a meffenger,  to  whom  he  whifpered  a private  or- 
der, he  defired  us  to  wait  his  return,  and  offered 
us  coffee.  While  we  were  drinking  it,  he  gave  us 
much  information  relative  to  the  Ruffian  polks* 
added  feveral  hints,  which  afterwards  proved 
Angularly  ufeful,  and  advifed  us  to  procure  an 
order  for  horfes  from  the  governor  of  Smolen- 
fko.  In  the  rnidft  of  this  converfation  a car- 
riage drove  to  the  door,  which  we  perceived  to 
be  our  own,  with  all  things  ready  for  our  imme- 
diate departure : the  poft-mafter  s fecretary  made 
at  the  fame  time  his  appearance  in  a fubmiffive 
attitude ; we  interceded  with  the  director  for  his 
back,  and  obtained  a promife  that  he  fhould  only 
be  reprimanded.  After  making  thofe  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  friendly  director,  which  wer® 
due  to  his  politenefs,  we  took  our  leave,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey. 

We  were  much  chagrined  at  finding  that  the 
excellent  new  road  terminated  at  Lady : it  was 
fome  fatisfaciion,  however,  that  the  remaining^ 
parts  from  thence  to  Smolenfko  proved  farfupe- 
rior  to  thofe  we  had  encountered  in  the  Lithua- 
nian forefis.  The  villages  were  an  exadt  coun- 
terpart to  thofe  we  had  quitted,  and  exhibited  a 
repetition  of  feenes  already  detailed.  The  Ruf- 
fians differ  widely  in  their  appearance  and  drefs 
from  the  Polifh  peafants.  The  moft  ftriking 
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contraft  arifes  from  the  method  of  wearing  their 
hair:  the  Ruffians,  inftead  of  fhaving  their 
heads,  let  their  hair  hang  over  the  eye-brows 
and  ears,  and  cut  it  fhort  round  the  neck. 
The  country  was  undulating  and  hilly,  and  more 
open  than  ufual  until  we  arrived  within  a few 
miles  of  Smolenfko  ; when  we  plunged  into  a 
thick  foreft,  which  continued  almoft  to  the  gates 
of  the  town,  without  the  intervention  of  a Angle 
village,  or  fcarcely  of  a Angle  cottage. 

In  1403,  Smolenfko,  which  belonged  to  the 
Ruffians,  was  befieged  and  taken  by  Vitoldus, 
and,  together  with  the  whole  province,  united 
to  the  duchy  of  Lithuania  During  the  inve- 
terate enmity  which  fubfifted  between  the  Ruf- 
fians and  Poles,  Smolenfko  was  a place  of  great 
importance  ; though  only  fortified  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  time,  partly  with  ramparts  of 
earth  and  ditches,  and  partly  with  pallifa- 
does,  and  a wooden  citadel  f;  thefe  fortifications 
were,  however,  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift  the 
defultory  attacks  of  undifciplined  troops,  and 
it  was  at  different  intervals  ineffectually  befieged, 
until  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century,  Vaffili 
Ivanovitch  great  duke  of  Mofcovy  obtained 
poffeffion  by  corrupting  the  garrifon.  It  conti- 
nued in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians  above  a cen- 

* Dlugoffius,  Lib.  X.  p.  104.  et  feq. 

f Rerum  Mofc,  Au&.  p.  52,  Mayerberg  Iter.  Mofc.  p.  74. 
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tury,  in  the  fame  fimple  ftyle  of  defence.  At 
length  the  importance  of  its  fituation  near  the 
frontiers  of  Poland,  and  the  improvements  in 
the  art  of  war,  induced  Boris  Godunof,  prime 
minifter,  and  brother-in-law  of  the  tzar  Feodor 
Ivanovitch,  to  furround  it  with  a wall : he  came 
in  perfon  to  Smoleniko,  and  afiifted  in  tracing 
the  file  of  the  fortifications,  which  he  lived  to 
fee  completed  in  his  own  reign* **  and  which  ftill 
fubfift.  Thefe  additional  ramparts,  however,  did 
not  prevent  Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Poland,  from 
taking  the  town  in  L6ll  ; and  by  the  truce  of 
Develina  in  ) 6 1 8,  the  poffeffion  wa»  confirmed 
to  Poland.  In  1654  it  was  again  reduced  by 
Alexey  Michaeloviteh  ; and  in  1686  finally  ceded 
to  Ruffia  at  the  peace  of  Mofcowf. 

Smoleniko,  though  by  no  means  the  moil 
magnificent,  is  by  far  the  moft  lingular  town  I 
have  ever  feen.  It  is  fituated  upon  the  river 
Dnieper,  and  occupies  two  hills,  and  the  inter- 
vening valley.  It  is  furrounded  by  walls  thirty 
feet  high  and  fifteen  inthicknefs;  the  lower  part 
of  ftone,  and  the  upper  of  brick:  thefe  wallss 
which  follow  the  lhape  of  the  hills,  and  enclofe 
a circumference  of  feven  verfts  have,  at  every 
angle,  round  or  fquare  towers  of  two  or  three 

* S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  94.  Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  I.  p.  46. 

f Lengnich,  vol  I.  p.  47. 

| Four  miles  and  three  quarters. 
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ftories,  much  broader  at  top  than  at  bottom,  and 
covered  with  circular  roofs  of  wood.  The  inter- 
vals are  fludded  with  fmaller  turrets  ; on  the  out* 

\ 

fide  of  the  wall  is  a broad  deep  ditch,  regular  co- 
vered way  with  traverfes  and  glacis,  and  where 
the  ground  is  highefi,  are  redoubts  in  the  mo- 
dern fryle  of  fortification.  In  the  middle  of  the 
town  is  an  eminence,  upon  which  hands  the  ca- 
thedral; from  whence  I had  a mod  picturefque 
view  of  the  town,  interfperfed  within,  the  circuit 
of  the  walls,  with  gardens,  groves,  copies,  fields 
of  pafture,  and  corn.  The  buildings  aremoftlj 
wooden,  of  one  ftory  (many  no  better  than  cot- 
tages) excepting  here  and  there  a gentleman’s 
houfe,  which  is  called  a palace,  and  feveral 
churches,  conftructed  of  brick  and  ftuccoed. 
One  long  broad  ftreet,  which  is  paved,  interiects 
the  whole  length  of  the  town  in  a ftraight  line  ; 
the  other  ftreets  wind  in  circular  directions,  and 
are  floored  with  planks.  The  walls,  ftretching 
over  the  uneven  fides  of  the  hills  till  they  reach 
the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  their  antient  ftyle  of 
architedlure,  and  grotefque  towers  ; the  fpires  of 
churches  fhooting  above  the  trees,  which  are 
fo  numerous  as  alrnoft  to  conceal  the  buildings 
from  view ; the  appearance  of  meadows  and  ara- 
ble ground ; all  thefe  objects  blender!  together 
exhibit  a feene  of  the  molt  lingular  and  con- 
trafted  kind.  On  the  further  fide  of  the  Dnie- 
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per  many  draggling  wooden  houfes  form  the 
fuburbs,  and  are  joined  to  the  town  by  a wooden 
bridge.  As  far  as  1 could  colledl  from  vague 
information,  Smolenfko  contains  4,000  inhabi- 
tants : it  has  no  manufactures,  but  carries  on  fome 
commerce  with  the  Ukraine,  Dantzic,  and  Riga, 
The  principal  articles  of  trade  are  flax,  hemp, 
honey,  wax,  hides,  hogs’  bridles,  mails,  planks, 
and  Siberian  furs. 

The  Dnieper  riles  in  the  forefl  of  V olkonfki 
near  the  fource  of  the  Volga,  about  loo  miles 
from  Smolenfko,  paffes  by  Smolenfko  and  Mold- 
lef,  feparates  the  Ukraine  from  Poland,  flows  by 
iiiof,  and  falls  into  the  Black-fea  between  Ot- 
chakof  and  Kinburn.  By  the  acquifition  of  the 
province  of  Mohilef,  the  whole  courfe  is  now 
included  within  the  Ruff  an  territories.  It  be- 
gins to  be  navigable  at  a little  diftance  above 
Smolenfko ; but  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  is  fo 
fli allow  near  tire  town,  that  the  goods  muff  be 
tranfported  on  rafts  and  fmall  flat-bottomed 
boats. 

Having  occafion  for  a new  paffport  and  an. 
order  for  horfes,  we  called  upon  the  governor^ 
in  company  with  a Ruffian  ftudent,  who  fpoke 
Latin,  for  our  interpreter.  The  governor  being 
at  church,  we  repaired  to  the  cathedral,  and 
waited  until  the  conclufion  of  divine  fervice. 
The  cathedral  is  a (lately  building,  erefled  on 
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the  fpot  where  formerly  flood  the  palace  of  the 
antient  dukes  of  Smolenfko.  The  infide  walls 
are  covered  with  coarfe  paintings  reprefenting* 
our  Saviour,  the  Virgin,  and  a variety  of  Saints, 
which  abound  in  the  Greek  calendar.  The 
fhrine,  or  fanCtuary,  into  which  only  the  priefls 
are  admitted,  is  feparated  from  the  body  of  the 
church  by  a fcreen  with  folding*  doors,  and  or- 
namented  with  twilled  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  richly  carved  and  gilded. 

The  worlh ip  feemed  to  confift  of  innumerable 
ceremonies : the  people  crolled  themfelves  without 
ceafing,  bowed  towards  the  dirine  and  to  each 
other,  and  even  touched  the  ground  with  their 
heads.  The  bidiop  of  Smolenfko  performed  the 
fervice  ; he  was  a venerable  figure,  with  white 
flowing  hair  and  long  beard  ; he  was  dreffed  in 
rich  epifcopal  robes,  and  had  a crown  on  his  head. 
The  folding  doors  were  occaiionally  opened  and 
clofed  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  whenever 
the  bifhop  retired  within,  or  came  forth  to  blefs 
the  people.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  the 
doors  being  thrown  open,  the  bifhop  advanced 
with  a chandelier  in  each  hand,  one  containing* 
three,  and  the  other  two  lighted  candles,  which 
he  repeatedly  eroded  over  each  other  in  different 
directions ; and  then  waving  them  towards  the 
congregation,  concluded  with  a final  benedic- 
tion. Thefe  chandeliers,  as  I am  informed,  are 
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fymbolical,  one  alludes  to  the  Trinity,  and  the 
other  to  the  two  natures  of  Chrilt. 

At  the  end  of  thefervice,  we  prefented  ourfelves 
to  the  governor,  who,  to  our  furprize,  received 
us  with  an  air  of  coldnefs,  which  made  fuch  an 
impreflion  on  our  interpreter,  that  he  could  not 
utter  a fingle  word.  At  length  a gentleman  in 
the  governor’s  train  accofted  us  in  French,  and 
inquired  our  bufinefs.  Informing  him  that  we 
were  Englilh  gentlemen  w ho  defired  a palfport, 
and  an  order  for  horfes,  he  told  us  with  a fmile, 
that  the  plainnefs  of  our  d relies  had  railed  a fuf- 
picion  of  our  being  tradesmen ; but  he  was  not 
ignorant  that  Englifh  gentlemen  feldom  wore 
lace  or  fwords  on  a journey ; an  intimation 
which  recalled  to  our  recollection  the  advice  of 
our  Polilh  friend  at  Minfk.  He  then  whifpered 
the  governor,  w7ho  inftantly  aifumed  an  appear- 
ance  of  complacency,  and  teftified  an  intention 
of  complying  with  our  requeft. 

This  matter  being  adj  lifted,  the  bilhop 
joined  the  company  ; he  had  laid  afide  the  coftly 
garments,  in  which  he  performed  the  fervice, 
and  was  dreffed  in  a long  black  robe,  a round 
black  cap,  and  veil.  He  addreffed  us  in  Latin, 
and  invited  us  to  his  houfe.  He  led  the  w7av  ; 
and  w7e  followed  with  the  reft  of  the  company  to 
a commodious  wooden  building  adjoining  to  the 
cathedral.  On  entering  the  apartment,  the  go- 
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vernor  and  Ruffian  gentlemen  kified  his  hand 
with  great  marks  of  refpech  After  defiring  all 
the  company  to  fit,  he  diftinguifhed  us  by  par- 
ticular attention ; obferving,  with  much  polite- 
nefs,  that  our  company  gave  him  greater  plea- 
lure,  as  he  had  never,  fince  his  refidence  at 
Smolenlko,  received  a vifit  from  any  Englifh- 
men,  for  whofe  nation  he  had  the  higheft  refpech 
During  this  converfation  a fervant  fpread  a cloth 
upon  afmall  table,  and  placedmpon  it  a plate  of 
bread,  fome  fait,  and  fome  flowers : another  fol- 
lowed with  a falver  of  fmall  glaffes  full  of  a tranf- 
parent  liquor.  The  bifliop  bleffed  the  bread  and 
the  falver  with  great  folemnity,  and  then  took 
a glafs ; we  thought  it  at  firft  a religious  cere- 
mony ; but  were  undeceived  when  the  fervants 
offered  the  bread  and  falver  to  us  as  well  as  to 
the  reft  of  the  company.  Every  one  being  ferv- 
ed,  the  biihop  drank  all  our  healths,  a com  pin 
merit  which  the  company  returned  with  a bow, 
and  inftantly  emptied  their  glaffes  : we  followed 
this  example,  and  found  the  liquor  to  be  a dram 
of  cherry-water,  lids  preliminary  being  fet- 
tled, we  refumed  our  converfation  with  the  bi- 
fliop,  and  afked  feveral  queftions  relative  to  the 
antient  ftate  of  Smolenlko.  He  anfwered  every 
inquiry  with  great  readinefs  ; gave  us  a concife 
account  of  the  fate  of  the  town  under  its  an- 
tient dukes,  and  informed  us  that  their  palace 
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was  fituated  on  the  foot  now  occupied  by  the 
cathedral,  which  was  built  by  Feodor  Mi- 
chael ovitch,  brother  of  Peter  the  Great,  and 
had  been  lately  repaired  and  beautified.  Af- 
ter half  an  hour's  agreeable  converfation,  we  took 
our  leave,  greatly  pleafed  with  the  politenefs  and 
affability  of  the  prelate. 

Our  interpreter,  then  conducted  us  to  the  femi- 
nary,  appropriated  for  the  education  of  the  cler- 
gy, in  which  the  Latin,  Greek,  German,  and 
Polifh  languages  are  taught : the  prieft  who  View- 
ed us  the  library  talked  Latin ; he  introduced 
us  into  his  chamber,  and,  according  to  the 
hofpitable  cuftom  of  this  country,  offered  us 
fome  refrefhment,  which  confffted  of  cakes  and 
mead. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Ruffian  gentleman,  who  fo 
obligingly  relieved  us  from  our  embarraffment  be- 
fore the  governor,  kindly  paid  us  a vi fit,  and  in- 
vited us  to  dine  with  him  on  the  following;  day. 
We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  waited  upon  him 
at  two,  theufual  hour  of  dining  : he  was  a judge, 
and  lived  in  a wooden  houfe  provided  by  the 
court ; the  rooms  were  fmall,  but  neatly  furnilh- 
ed.  The  company  confifted  of  the  judge,  his 


wife  and  filter,  all  of  whom  talked  French  : the 
ladies  were  dreffed  in  the  French  fafhion,  with 
much  rouge  ; they  did  not  curtfy;  but  their  mode 
of  falute  was  to  bow  their  heads  very  low.  Re- 
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fore  dinner  liqueurs  were  handed  about ; each 
lady  took  a fmall  glafs,  and  recommended  the 
fame  to  us  as  favourable  to  digeftion,  The  table 
was  neatly  fet  out,  the  dinner  excellent,  and 
ferved  up  in  Englifh  cream-coloured  ware.  Be- 
jides  plain  roaft  and  boiled  meats,  feveral  Ruffian 
difhes  were  introdued  ; one  of  thefe  was  a fallad 
compofed  ofmciihrooms  and  onions,  and  another 
the  grain  of  green  corn,  baked  and  moiftened 
with  fweet  oil.  Before  we  rofe  from  table,  our 
hoft  calling  for  a large  glafs,  filled  a bumper  of 
champagne,  drank  it  off  to  our  health,  and  then 
handed  the  glafs  round.  “ This  is  an  old  cuftom,’* 
he  faid,  a and  was  meant  as  an  expreffion  of  re- 
gard : the  age  is  now  grown  delicate,  and  the 
free  effufions  of  hofpitality  mu  ft  he  fupprelfed  by 
ceremony  : but  I am  an  old-fafhioned  man,  and 
cannot  eafily  relinquifh  the  habits  of  my  youth.’* 
After  dinner  we  adjourned  to  another  room3 
and  played  two  or  three  rubbers  of  whift, 
Coffee  and  tea  were  brought  in,  and  a plate  of 
fweet-meats  was  handed  round  to  the  com- 
pany. At  fix  we  took  leave  of  our  friendly 
hoft,  and  returned  to  our  inn,  if  it  may  be  called 
by  that  honourable  appellation.  This  inn,  the 
only  one  in  the  town,  was  a wooden  building,  in 
a ruinous  ftate,  formerly  painted  on  the  outfide. 
The  apartment  which  we  occupied  had  once  been 
hung- with  paper,  fragments  of  which  here  and 
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there  covered  a fmall  portion  of  the  wainfcot,  a 
patch  work  of  old  and  new  planks.  The  furni- 
ture confided  of  two  benches  and  as  many  chairs, 
one  without  a bottom,  and  the  other  without  a 
back  ; a deal  box  ferved  the  purpofe  of  a table. 
We  were  inclined  to  conjecture  that  there  was  a 
heavy  tax  upon  air  and  light;  for  all  the  windows 
were  clofed  with  planks,  except  one,  which  could 
not  be  opened,  and  could  fcarcely  be  feen  through, 
on  account  of  the  dirt  with  which  it  was  incrufi* 
ed.  In  the  inventory  of  thefe  valuables  I ihould 
not  omit  a couch  upon  which  I dept : it  had  been" 
fo  often  mended,  that  like  Sir  John  Cutler’s 
dockings,  immortalized  by  Martinas  Scribleru$9 
we  could  not  diftinguiih  any  part  of  tlte  original 
materials.  It  may  perhaps  appear  furprizing, 
that  a town  like  Smoleniko  ihould  contain  no 
tolerable  inn ; but  the  furprize  will  ceafe  when 
we  reflect  that  few  ft  rangers  pafs  this  way  ; that 
the  Ruffians  carry  their  provifions,  and  either 
continue  their  journey  during  the  night,  or  are 
accommodated  in  private  houfes. 

Auguft  25.  We  quitted  Smoleniko,  croifedthe 
Dnieper  over  a wooden  bridge  into  the  fuburbs, 
and  purfued  our  journey  through  a valley  of  fine 
pafture  watered  by  the  Dnieper,  fpotted  with  un- 
derwood, and  terminating  on  each  fide  in  gentle 
eminences  clothed  with  trees.  As  we  advanced  ; 
the  country  became  more  abrupt,  but  no  where 
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rofe  into  any  conficlerable  hill.  Near  Slovoda, 
a large  ftraggling  village,  where  we  hopped  for 
a few  hours  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  we 
again  eroded  the  Dnieper  on  a raft  formed  of 
trunks  of  trees  tied  together  with  cords,  and 
fcareely  large  enough  to  receive  the  carriage, 
which  funk  it  fome  inches  under  water  : this  ma- 
chine was  then  puihed  from  the  banks  until  it  met 
another  of  the  fame  kind,  to  which  the  horfes 
ftepped  with  difficulty ; and  the  diftance  of  the 
two  rafts  from  each  other  was  fo  conficlerable, 
that  the  carriage  could  fearcely  be  prevented 
from  flipping  between  them  into  the  river. 

The  feeond  poll  from  this  primitive  ferry  was 
Dogorobufh,  built  upon  a riling  hill,  and  ex- 
bibbing,  like  Smolenfko,  though  on  a fmaller 
fcale,  an  intermixture  of  churches,  houfes,  cot- 
tages, corn-fields,  and  meadows : fome  of  the 
houfes,  lately  conftru6fed  at  the  emprefs’s  ex- 
pence,  were  of  brick  covered  with  ftucco,  and 
had  the  appearance  of  palaces  when  contrafted 
with  the  meannefs  of  the  furrounding  hovels. 
This  place  was  formerly  a Prong  fortrefs,  and 
frequently  befieged  during  the  wars  between 
Pvuffia  and  Poland.  From  the  ramparts  of  the 
antient  citadel  we  commanded  an  extenfive  view 
of  the  adjacent  country,  • eon  lifting  of  a large 
plain  watered  by  the  winding  Dnieper,  and 
bounded  by  difrant  hills.  From  Dogorobufh  we 
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proceeded  24  miles  to  a fin  all  village  called  Za- 
ratefh,  where  we  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  in 
being  honied  for  the  night  in  a tolerable  hut, 
which  afforded  a rare  inftance  of  accommodation 
in  thefe  parts,  a room  feparated  from  that  ufed 
by  the  family.  Our  hoitefs  was  a true  Ahatic 
figure : fire  was  dreffed  in  a blue  garment  with- 
> out  fleeves,  which  defcended  to  the  ankles,  and 
was  tied  round  the  waift  with  a red  fafih ; fhe 
wore  a white  piece  of  linen  wrapped  round  her 
head  like  a turban,  ear-rings,  and  necklace  of 
variegated  beads ; her  fandals  were  fattened  with 
blue  firings,  which  were  alfo  tied  round  the  an- 
kles, in  order  to  keep  up  the  coarfe  linen  wrap- 
pers that  ferved  for  dockings. 

Auguft  27.  Our  loute  the  next  morning,  from 
Zaratefh  to  Viafma,  lay  through  a continued 
foreft,  occafionally  relieved  by  the  intervention 
of  paftures  and  cornfields.  When  we  reflected 
that  we  were  in  the  55th  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude, we  were  furprized  at  the  for  w ard  nefs  of  the 
harveft : the  wheat  and  barley  were  already  caiv 
ried  in,  and  the  peafants  employed  in  cutting 
the  oats  and  millet.  Since  our  departure  from 
Smolenfko  the  weather  proved  remarkably  cold, 

and  the  wind  had  the  keen  nefs  of  a November 

■ 

blaft : the  peafants  were  all  clothed  in  their  flieep- 
flvins,  or  winter  drefles. 

At  a fmaildi fiance  from  Viafma  we  paifed  the 
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rivulet  of  the  fame  name,  navigable  only  for 
rafts,  which  defcend  its  ftream  into  the  Dnieper ; 
we  then  mounted  a fmall  eminence  to  the  town, 
which  makes  a magnificent  appearance  with 
the  domes  and  fpires  of  feveral  churches  riling 
above  the  trees.  Viafma  fp reads  over  a large 
extent  of  ground ; the  buildings  are  moftly  of 
wood,  a few  houfes  of  brick  excepted,  lately 
erected  by  the  munificence  of  the  emprefs. 
Fart  of  the  principal  ftreet  is  formed,  like  the 
Ilufiian  roads,  of  trees  laid  crofs-ways,  and  part 
is  boarded  with  planks  like  the  floor  of  a 
room.  It  contains  above  twenty  churches,  a 
remarkable  number  for  a place  but  thinly  in- 
habited. The  churches  in  thefe  fmall  towns 
and  villages  are  chiefly  ornamented  with  a 
cupola  and  feveral  domes;  the  outfide  walls  are 
either  white-wafhed  or  painted  red  ; and  the  cu- 
polas or  domes  are  generally  green,  or  of  a diffe- 
rent colour  from  the  other  parts.  At  fome  dif- 
tancethe  number  of  fpires  and  domes  rifing  above 
the  trees,  which  conceal  the  contiguous  hovels, 
would  lead  a traveller  unacquainted  with  the 
count  ry  to  expedt  a large  city,  where  he  will  only 
find  a cohesion  of  wooden  huts. 

At  Viafma  was  concluded,  in  1634,  the  treaty 
of  perpetual  peace  between  Ladiflaus  IV.  king  of 
Poland,  and  Michael  Feodorovitch : by  which 
treaty  Michael  confirmed  the  ceffion  of  Smolen- 
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fko,  Severia,  and  Tchernichef,  which  had  been 
yielded  to  the  Poles  at  the  truce  of  Develina ; 
while  Ladiflaus  renounced  the  title  of  Tzar,  and 
acknowledged  Michael  as  the  rightful  fovereign 
of  Ruffia*.  On  this  occafion  both  monarchs  re- 
linquifhed  what  they  did  not  poffefs,  and  wifely 
facrifieed  imaginary  pretenfions  to  the  attainment 
of  a fubftantial  peace. 

The  Ruffian  peafants  appear  in  general  a large 
coarfe  hardy  race,  and  of  great  bodily  firength. 
their  drefs  is  a round  hat  or  cap  with,  a high  crown, 
a coarfe  robe  of  drugget  (or  in  winter  of  iheep- 
Ikin,  with  the  wool  turned  inwards)  reaching  be- 
low the  knee,  and  bound  round  the  waift  by  a 
fa  ill,  trowfers  of  linen  almoft  as  thick  as  back- 
cloth, a woollen  or  flannel  cloth  wrapped  round 
the  lea:  inftead  of  hookings,  fandals  woven  from 
drips  of  a pliant  bark,  and  faftened  by  firings  of 
the  fame  materials,  which  are  afterwards  twin- 
ed round  the  leg,  and  ferve  as  garters  to  the 
woollen  or  flannel  wrappers.  In  warm  weather 
the  peafants  frequently  wear  only  a fhort  coarfe 
fliirt  and  trowfers.  t 

The  cottages  are  built  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thole  of  Lithuania  ; but  larger,  and  fomewhat 
better  provided  with  furniture  and  domefiic  uten- 
fils:  they  are  of  a fquare  lhape;  formed  of  whole 
trees,  piled  upon  one  another,  and  fecured  at  the 
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four  corners  with  mortifes  and  tenons.  The 
interfaces  between  thefe  piles  are  filled  with 
mofs.  Within,  the  timbers  are  fmoothed  with 
the  axe,  fo  as  to  form  the  appearance  of  wain- 
foot  ; but  without  are  left  with  the  bark  in  their 
rude  flate.  The  roofs  are  in  the  penthoufe  form, 
and  generally  compofed  of  the  bark  of  trees  or 
ihingles,  which  are  fometimes  covered  with  mould 
or  turf  The  peafants  ufually  conftruct  the  whole 
houfe  foleiy  with  the  affiftance  of  the  hatchet, 
and  cut  the  planks  of  the  floor  with  the  fame  in- 
flrument,  in  many  parts  being*  unacquainted  with 
the  ufe  of  the  faw  : they  finifh  Hhe  fliell  of  the 
houfe  and  the  roof,  before  they  begin  to  cut  the 
windows  or  doors.  The  windows  are  apertures  of 
a few  inches  fquare,  doled  with  Aiding  frames, 
and  the  doors  are  fo  low  as  not  to  admit  a middle- 
fized  man  without  hooping.  Thefe  cottages 
fometimes,  though  very  rarely,  con  lift  of  two 
ftories  ; in  which  cafe  the  lower  apartment  is  a 
fm re- room,  and  the  upper  the  habitable  part  of 
the  houfe  : the  fair  cafe  is  rnoft  commonly  a lad- 
der  on  the  outfide.  Moft  of  thefe  huts  are,  how- 
ever, only  one  ftorv,  a few  of  them  contain  two 
rooms,  the  generality  only  one.  In  fome  of  this 
latter  fort  I was  frequently  awakened  by  the 
chickens  picking  the  grain  s of  corn  in  the  ft  raw 
upon  which  I lay,  and  more  than  once  by  a 
lefs  inoffenfive  animal.  At  Tabluka,  a village, 

where 


<!.  1. 


JOURNEY  TO  M O S C O W. 


where  we  palled  the  night  of  the  27th,  a party  of 
hogs,  at  four  in  the  morning,  rotifed*  me  by  grunt- 
ing clofe  to  my  ear.  Not  much  pleated  either 
with  the  earlinefs  of  the  villi,  or  the  falutation  of 
my  vifrtors,  I called  out  to  my  fervant,  “Jofeph, 
drive  thefe  gentry  out  of  the  room,  and  flint  the 
door.”  “There  is  no  door  that  will  Unit/’  re- 
plied Jofeph,  with  great  compofu-re;  “we  have 
tried  every  expedient  to  fallen  it  without  fuccefs  ; 


the  hoys  have  more  than  once  been  excluded, 
but  have  as  often  returned.”  This  converfation 
effectually  routing  me,  I determined  to  reign 
to  my  unwelcome  guefts  that  litter  which  I 
could  no  longer  enjoy,  and  contemplated,  by  the 
light  of  a flip  of  deal,  the  furrounding  feene.  My 
two  companions  were  {hutched  upon  the  fame 
parcel  of  ftraw  from  which  I had  juft  emerged  ; 
a little  beyond  our  fervants  occupied  a feparate 
heap;  at  a fmall  diftance  three  Ruffians,  with 
long  beards,  and  coarfe  backcloth  iliirts  and 
trowfers,  lay  extended  upon  their  backs  on  the 
bare  floor  ; on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  room  three 
women  in  their  clothes  {lumbered  on  a long 
bench ; while  the  top  of  the  ftove  afforded  a 
couch  to  a woman  dreffed  like  the  others,  and 
four  fprawling  children  almoft  naked. 

The  furniture  in  thefe  cottages  con  fills  chiefly 
of  a wooden  table  or  dreffer,  and  benches  fallen- 
ed  to  the  fides  of  the  room : the  utenfils  are 
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wooden  platters,  bowls,  and  fpoons,  with  per^ 
haps  one  large  earthen  pan,  for  cooking.  The 
food  of  the  peafants  is  black-rye-bread,  fome- 
times  white,  eggs,  falt-fifh,  bacon,  mufhrooms; 
their  favourite  difh  is  a hodge-podge  of  fait  or 
frefh  meat,  groats,  and  rye-flour,  highly  feafoned 
with  onions  and  garlic,  which  are  much  ufed  by 
the  Ruffians. 

The  peafants  were  greedy  of  money;  almoft  al- 
ways demanded  previous  payment  for  every  trifle, 
and  were  in  general  much  inclined  to  thieving. 
In  Poland  it  was  not  neceffary  to  be  always  upon 
the  watch  ; and  we  frequently  left  the  equipage 
during  the  whole  night  without  a guard  : but 
in  Ruffia*  without  the  precaution  of  regularly 
Rationing  a fervant  in  the  carriage,  every  article 
would  loon  have  difappeared ; yet  even  with  this 
expedient,  the  watchfulnefs  of  our  Argus  was 
continually  baffled  bv  the  fuperior  vigilance  of 
the  natives,  and  the  morning  generally  announced 
fome  petty  lofs,  to  which  the  night  had  given 
birth. 

The  peafants  at  every  poll  were  obliged  to  fur- 
lifih  us  with  horfes  at  a fixed  and  reafonable  rate, 
which  had  the  ill  effedf  of  rendering  them  ex- 
tremely dilatory  in  their  motions,  and  as  our 
only  interpreter  was  a Bohemian  # fervant,  not 

* The  Bohemian  and  Ruffian  languages  are  both  dialers  of  the 
Sclavonian  tongue. 
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perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Ruffian  language, 
his  difficulty  in  explaining,  joined  to  their  back- 
wardnefs  in  executing  our  orders,  occaftoned 
delays  of  fcveral  hours  for  a change  of  horfes. 
The  peafants  aded  in  the  capacity  of,  coachmen 
and  pofflllions  ; they  always  harneiled  four  liprfes 
a- bread;,  commonly  put  eight,  and  fometimes 
even  ten  hordes  to  our  carriage ; as  tlie  ft  ages 
were  for  the  moft  part  twenty,  and  fometimes 
thirty  miles,  and  the  roads  extremely  bad. 
They  feklom  ufed  either  boots  or  laddies,  and 
had  no  fort  of  ftirrup,  except  a rope  doubled  and 
thrown  acrofs  the  horfe’s  back.  Each  horfe  was 
equipped  with  a fnaffle-bridle,  which  however 
was  feldom  inferted  into  the  mouth,  but  gene- 
rally hung  loofe  under  the  jaw.  The  method  of 
driving  was  not  in  a Ready  pace,  but  by  harts 
and  bounds,  with  little  attention  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground:  the  peafants  feldom  trotted  their 
horfes,  but  would  fuddenly  force  them  into  a 
gallop  through  the  worft  roads,  and  fometimes 
as  fuddenly  check  their  fpeed  upon  the  moft  level 
furface.  A common  piece  of  rope  ferved  them 
for  a whip,  which  they  feldom  had  any  oecafion 
to  ufe,  as  they  urged'  their  horfes  forwards  by 
hooting  and  whiffling’  like  cat-calls.  The  inter- 
vals of  thefe  rioifes  were  filled  with  fmging, 


which  is  a favourite  practice  among-the  Ruffians, 

and  has  been  mentioned  by  moft  travellers  who 
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have  vifited  this  country.  From  the  wretched 
harnefs,  which  was  continually  breaking,  the 

u 

badnefs  of  the  roads,  the  length  of  time  we 
were  always  detained  at  the  ports  before  we  could 
procure  horfes,  and  other  impediments,  we  were 
feldom  able  to  travel  more  than  forty  or  fifty 
miles  a day  ; although  we  commenced  our  jour- 
ney before  fun-rife,  and  purfued  it  till  it  was 
dark. 

Auffuft  27,  NearViafma  we  entered  the  vaft 
foreft*  of  Volkonfki,  through  which  we  conti- 
nued for  150  miles  without  interruption,  almoft 
to  the  gates  of  Mofcow.  This  foreft,  which 
ftretches  on  all  Tides  to  an  immenfe  extent,  gives 
rife  to  the  principal  rivers  of  European  Ruflia, 
the  Dima,  the  Dnieper,  and  the  Volga.  The 
fources  of  the  Duna  were  at  feme  diftance  from 
our  route ; but  thofe  of  thk  Dnieper  and  the 
Volga  rofe  at  fmall  intervals  from  each  other, 
not  far  from  Viafma,  The  country  in  this  part 
was  more  than  ufual  broken  into  hill  and  dale  ; 
though  it  rtill  exhibited  rather  a fucceflion  of 
weaving  furface,  than  any  conrtderable  eleva- 
tions. 

On  the  28  th  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  GreD 
keva  to  warns  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  and  irm 
prudently  proceeded  on  our  journey  another  ftage 
of  eighteen  miles:  the  evening  was  exceedingly 
dark,  cold,  and  rainy  ; the  road  uncommonly 
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bad,  and  we  were  in  continual  apprchcnfions  of 
being  overturned.  The  great  eft  danger,  how- 
ever, which  we  encountered,  was  unknown  to 
us  until  we  reached  the  end  of  the  ftation : we 
were  then  informed  by  our  fervants,  that  we  had 
eroded  a broad  piece  of  water  upon  a wooden 
bridge  without  railing,  lo  infirm  that  it  alrnoft 
cracked  under  the  carriage,  and  fo  narrow  that 
one  of  the  hind-wheels  was  for  an  inftant  fuf- 
pended  over  the  precipice.  Our  ufual  good  for- 
tune, however,  brought  us  fafe  between  twelve 
and  one  to  a cottage  at  Mofhaifk,  where  we 
found  an  excellent  ragout  of  beef  and  onions 
prepared  by  the  trufty  fervant,  who  always  pre- 
ceded us,  and  provided  our  lodging  and  (upper. 
I have  little  to  fay  of  Mofhaifk,  as  we  entered  it 
at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  departed  the  next  morn- 
ing* by  day-break.  We  changed  horfes  at  the 
village  of  Selo-Naro,  and  arrived  early  in  the 
evening  at  Malo-ct-Viafma,  embofomed  in  the 
foreft,  and  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  edge  of  a 
final!  lake.  This  place  was  diftant  only  24  miles 
from  Mofcow,  where  we  were  impatient  to  ar- 
rive ; but  we  prudently  deferred  our  journey 
until  the  next  morning,  as  we  did  not  chufe  to 
tempt  fortune  by  expofing  ourfelvcs  a fecond 
time  to  dangers  in  a dark  nio-ht  and  in  an  uii- 
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Malo-ci-Viafma,  and  from  thence  to  Mofcow, 
was  a broad  ft  might  avenue  cut  through  the  fo- 
refL  The  trees,  which  compofed  thefe  vafl 
plantations,  fet  by  the  hand  of  Nature,  were 
oaks,  beech,  mountain-alb,  poplar,  pines  and 
firs,  mingled  together  in  the  mod  wanton  va- 
riety. The  different  fhades  of  green,  and  the 
rich  tints  of  the  autumnal  colours,  were  inex- 
preffibly  beautiful ; while  the  fublime,  but  uni- 
form expanfe  of  foreft  was  occafionally  relieved 
by  recedes  of  paftures  and  corn  fields. 
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Mcfcow. — Hiftory. — Removal  of  the  feat  of  empire  to  Peter  (burgh. 
— Population  and  defcription  of  Mofcow.- — Divilions. — Kremlin. 
— Khitaigorod.— ^Bielgorod.-^-Semlainigoroih— Sloboda>  or  fu- 
burbs. — ‘New  palace-gardens. — Old  Style. — ‘Hofpitality  of  the 
Ruifian  nobles.— Account  of  Muller  tlie  celebrated  hiftorian.— 
Anniverfary  of  St,  Alexander  Nevlki.— Entertainments  at  Count 
Alexey  Oriof’s — his  ftud. — Boxing  matches. — Vauxhall. 

A U G U S T 30.  The  approach  to  Mofcow 
^ was  fir  ft  announced  at  the  diftance  of  fix 
hides  by  fome  fpires  over-topping  an  eminence 
at  the  extremity  of  the  broad  avenue  cut  through 
the  foreft ; about  two  or  three  miles  further  we 
afccnded  a height,  from  whence  a fuperb  pro- 
fpect  of  the  vaft  city  burft  upon  our  fight.  It 
ftretched  in  the  form  of  a crefcent,  to  a prodi- 
gious extent ; while  innumerable  churches, 
towers,  gilded  fpires  and  domes,  white,  red,  and 
green  buildings,  glittering  in  the  fun,  formed  a 
fplendid  appearance,  yet  ftrangely  conti  afted  by 
an  intermixture  of  wooden  hovels.  The  neipli- 
homing  country  was  undulating ; the  foreft 
reached  to  within  a mile  of  the  ramparts,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  a range  of  open  paftures.  We 
crofted  the  river  Mofkva  on  a longfpecies  of  raft 
floating,  faftened  to  each  bank,  which  the  Ruf- 
fians call  a living-bridge , becaufe  it  bends  under 
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the  carriage.  After  a hrict  examination  of  our 
pahport  we  drove  through  the  fuburbs  along  a 
wooden  road  ; entered  one  of  the  interior  circles 
of  the  town,  called  Bielgorod,  and  took  up  our 
quarters  at  an  inn  kept  by  a Frenchman,  at 
which  fome  of  the  nobility  hold  affemblies. 
Our  apartments  were  convenient  and  fpacious  ; 
we  alfo  found  every  accommodation  in  abun- 
dance, except  beds  and  fleets ; for  as  no  one 
who  is  experienced  in  the  cuftoms  of  this  coun- 
try, travels  without  thofe  articles,  inns  are  fel- 
dom  provided  with  them.  With  much  trouble, 
however,  we  obtained  from  our  landlord  two 
bedheads  with  bedding,  and  one  matrafs  to 
place  upon  the  floor ; we  could  not  procure 
more  than  three  fleets,  one  of  which  fell  to  my 
f lare  ; but  wre  had  been  fo  long  accuhomcd  to 
fleep  on  ftraw,  that  we  fancied  ourfelves  in  a 
hate  of  unheard-of  luxury,  and  bleffed  our  good 
fortune. 

Antiquaries  differ  confiderably  concerning  the 
foundation  of  Mofcow ; but  the  following  ac- 
count is  moh  probable  \ 

Mofcow  owes  its  foundation  to  George  fon 
of  Vladimir  Monomaka,  who,  in  1154,  afcend- 
ed  the  throne  of  Ruhia.  Being  infulted  by  Ste- 
phen Kutchko,  prince  of  Sufdal,  he  confifcated 

* See  SumorokoPs  Kleine  Chronik  Von  Mofcau  in  St.  Pet# 
Journal  for  17765  and  ScherebatoPs  RulL  Get  p.  736. 

his 


€.  2. 


M o s c o w. 


279 


his  domains,  of  which  the  lands  now  occupied  by 
this  city,  formed  a part,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  anew  town,  which  he  called  Mofkva,  from  the 
river  of  that  name.  But  the  town  fell  into  fuch 


* 


decay  under  his  fucceffors,  that  when  Daniel,  foil 
of  Alexander  Newfki,  received,  in  the  divifion 
of  the  empire,  the  duchy  of  Mofcovy  as  his 
portion,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  this  place,  he 
may  be  laid  to  have  new  founded  the  town. 
The  fpot  now  occupied  by  the  Kremlin,  was  at 
that  time  amorafs  overfpread  with  a thick  wood, 
containing  a fmall  ifland  with  only  a fmgle  hut. 
On  this  part  Daniel  conftruCted  numerous 
buildings,  and  enclofed  it  with  wooden  fortifi- 
cations. fie  firft  affumed  the  title  of  duke  of 
Mofcow,  and  was  fo  attached  to  this  fit  nation, 
that  on  fucceeding  his  brother  Andrew  Alexan- 
drov itch  in  the  great  duchy  of  Vladimir,  he  con- 
tinued his  refidence  at  Mofcow,  which  became 
the  capital  of  the  Ruffian  dominions.  His  fon 
Ivan  confiderably  enlarged  the  new  metropolis, 
and  in  136?  his  grandfon  Demetrius  Ivanovitch 
Donfki  furrounded  the  Kremlin  with  a brick  ' 
wall.  Thefe  new  fortifications,  however,  did 
not  prevent  Tamerlane,  in  1382,  from  taking  the 
town*.  Being  foon  evacuated  by  that  defultory 
conqueror,  it  again  came  into  the  poffeffion  of 
the  Ruffians ; but  was  frequently  occupied  by 
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the  Tartars,  who  in  the  14th  and  1 5th  centuries 
over-ran  Ruffia,  and  even  maintained  a garrifdii 
in  MofcoWj  until  they  were  finally  expelled  by 
Ivan  Vafliliev itch  I.  To  him  Moicow  is  indebt- 
ed for  its  principal  fplendour,  and  under  him  it 
became  the  moft  confiderable  city  of  the  Ruffian 
empire. 

The  Baron  of  Ilerberftein,  embaffador  from 
the  emperor  Maximilian  to  the  great-duke  Vaffili, 
fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fixteenth  century,  is  the  flrft  foreign  writer 
who  gave  a defcription  of  Mofcow,  which  he 
accompanied  with  a coarfe  engraving  of  the 

i 

town  in  wood*.  In  this  curious,  but  rude  plan, 
may  be  diftingnifhed  the  walls  of  the  Kremlin, 
or  citadel,  in  their  prefen t ftate,  and  feveral  of 
the  public  buildings,  which  even  now  contribute 
to  its  ornament.  From  this  period  we  are  able 
to  trace  its  progrefs  and  gradual  incrcafe,  under 
the  fucceediiig  fovereigns,  in  the  accounts  of 
feveral  Eogliihf  and  foreign  + travellers. 

Mofcow  continued  the  metropolis  until  tins 
beginning  of  the  prefcnt  century:  when,  to  the 
..great  diffatisfaftion  of  the  nobility,  but  with 

* See  Rer  Mo.f.  Com.  in  Rer.  Mof.  Au£t. 

f Chiefly  Chancellor,  Fletcher,  Smith,  the  author  of- Lord  Car- 
hint's  Embally,  perry,  Bruce,  &c, 

t Poflevimis,  Margaret,  Petreius,  Olearius,  Mayerberg,  Le 

Bniyn,  &c. 

great 


a 


C.  £. 


M O S C O W* 


t&l 


great  advantage  to  the  ftatc,  the  feat  of  empire 
was  transferred  to  Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftandi-ng  the  predilection  which  Peter 
conceived  for  Peterfburgh,  in  which  all  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fovereigns,  excepting  Peter  II.  have  fix- 
ed their  refkience,  Mofeow  is  ftill  the  moft  po- 
pulous city  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  Here  the 
chief  nobles,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  court  of 
the  emprefs,  refide ; they  here  fupport  a large 
number  of  retainers,  r gratify  their  tafte  for  a 
ruder  and  more  expenfive  magnificence  in  the 
antient  ftyle  of  feudal  grandeur,  and  are  not,  as 
at  Peterfburgh,  eelipfed  by  the  fuperior  fplendour 
of  the  imperial  cftablifhmenL 

Mofeow  is  ftuated  in  the  longitude  of  37  de- 
crees 31  minutes  from  the  firft  meridian  of 
Greenwich,  and  in  55  degrees  4 5 minutes  45 
feconds  of  northern  latitude.  It  is  the  lar^efi 
town  in  Europe ; the  circumference  within  the 
rampart,  which  enclofes  the  fuburbs,  beirfg  sy 
rerfts,  or  96  miles* ; but  it  is  built  in  fo  ftrasr- 
gling  a manner,  that  the  population  in  no  de- 
gree corresponds  to  the  extent.  Some  Ruffian, 
authors  Rate  the  inhabitants  at  300,000  ; a num- 
ber evidently  exaggerated.  According  to  Buf- 
ching,  who  refided  fome  years  in  Ruffia,  Mof- 

* The  circumference  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Peking  which, 
including  the  fuburbs,  meafures  40  verfts,  or  26  miles  and  three- 
quarters.  Journal  of  St.  Pet,  April  1775,  p.  243. 
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totF,  in  1770,  contained  708  brick-houfes,  and 
1 1,840  wooden  habitations* * * §  ; 85,731  males  and 
67,059  females,  in  all  only  l .52,790  fouls  ; a com- 
putation which  errs  in  the  other  extreme  f.  Ac- 
cording to  an  account  publiflied  in  the  Journal 
of  St.  PeterfburghJ,  the  diftrict  of  Mofcow  con- 
tained, in  the  beginning  of  1780,  2, 178  hearths ; 
and  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  137,693 
males,  and  1 34, 9 1 8 females,  in  all  2 7 2, 6 1 6 fouls. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  the  deaths  amount-* 
ed  to  3,702,  and  the  births  to  8,621  ; and  in  the 
end,  the  population  of  the  diltrici  was  found  to 
be  140,143  males,  and  137,392  females,  in  all 
£77,535  fouls.  This  computation  is  more  accu- 
rate than  either  of  the  others  ; and  its  truth  has 
been  recently  confirmed  by  an  Engl i ill  gentle- 
man lately  returned  from  Mofcow,  who  made 
this  topic  the  fubjefit  of  his  inquiries.  Accord- 
ing to  his  account,  which  he  received  from  the 
lieutenant  of  the  police  §,  Mofcow  contains 
within  the  ramparts  250,000  fouls,  and  in  the 
adjacent  villages,  5.0,0 00. 

. If 

* According  to  Heym,  Mofcow  contained,  in  1793,  8439  hcufes* 
of  which  1382  were  of  brick. 

f Biifching’s  Neue  Erdbefchreibujig,  V.  I.  p.  841.  Edit-  1 777* 

X For  1781,  p.  200. 

§ This  computation  maybe  relied  upon.  For  as  a new  aque- 
duct near  Mofcow  was  juft  finilhed,  it  was  neceftary  to  form  as 
exact  an  eftimate  as  poftible  of  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  order 
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If  I was  ft  ruck  with  the  Angularity  of  Smo- 
lenfko,  I was  all  aftonifhment  at  the  i mm  entity 
and  variety  of  Mofcow,  a city  fo  irregular,  fo 
uncommon,  fo  extraordinary,  and  fo  cont rafted, 
never  before  claimed  my  attention.  The  ft  reefs 
are  in  general  exceedingly  long*  and  broad : feme 
are  paved;  others,  particularly  thofe  in  the  fu- 
burbs,  formed  with  trunks  of  trees,  or  boarded 
with  planks  like  the  floor  of  a room;  wretched 
hovels  are  blended  with  large  palaces ; cottages 
of  one  ftory  ftand  next  to  the  molt  {lately  man- 
fions.  Many  brick  ftructures  are  covered  with 
wooden  tops ; feme  of  the  timber  houfes  are 
painted,  others  have  iron  doors  and  roofs.  Nu- 
merous churches  prefent  themfelves  in  every 
quarter,  built  in  the  oriental  ftyle  of  archite&ure; 
feme  with  domes  of  copper,  others  of  tin,  gift  or 
painted  green,  and  many  roofed  with  wood.  In 
a word,  dome  parts  of  this  vaft  city  have  the  ap- 
pearance of' a fequeftered  deiert,  other  quarters, 
of  a populous  town;  fome  of  a contemptible 
village,  others  of  a great  capital. 

Mofcow  may  be  confidered  as  a town  built 
upon  the  Afiatic  model,  but  gradually  becoming 


to  regulate  the  neceffary  fupply  of  water  for  each  family.  Richter 
obferves,  u The  population  of  Mofcow  differs  according  to  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  year.  In  winter,  when,  the  nobility  and  their  retainers 
flock  to  the  metropolis,  the  inhabitants  exceed  300,0005  but  in 
fummer,  when  they  retire  to  the  country,  do  not  amount  to 
200,000. — skizze  von'  Molkau.’* 
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more  and  more  European ; exhibiting  a motley 
mixture  of  difcordant  architecture.  It  is  diftri- 
buted  into  five  divifions:  l.  Kremlin  * 2,  Khitai- 
gorod ; 3.  Bielgorod  : 4.  Semlainogorpd ; 5.  Slo- 
boda,  or  fuburbs. 

l.  The  Kremlin  was  probably  thus  denominate 
ed  by  the  Tartars  when  in  polfefiion  of  Mofcow, 
from  the  word  Krem,  or  Krim,  which  fignifies  a 
fort  refs.  It  hands  in  the  central  and  higheft 
part  of  the  city,  near  the  conflux  of  the  Mofkva 
and  Neglina,  which  wafhtwo  of  its  fides,  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  and  about  two  miles  in  circum- 
ference. It  is  furrounded  by  high  walls  of  ftone 
and  brick,  which  were  conftrucied  by  Solario,  a 
celebrated  architect  of  Milan,  in  1491,  under  the 
reign  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  1.  as  appears  from  a 
curious  infcription  over  one  of  the  gates. 

<£  Joannes  Yafilii  Dei  Gracia  Magnus  Dux 
Volodimeriss  M'ofcoviae  Novogardie  Tiferiie 
Plefcoviae  Veticie  Ongarie  Permiie  Buolgarie  et 
Aliar.  Totius  Q.  Itaxire  Dominus  Anno  Tertio 
Imperii  Sui  Has  Turres  Condcre  Fet.  Statuit 
Petrus  Anton  ides  Solarius  Mediolanenfis  anno 
Nat.  Domini  1491.  K.  Julii.” 

The  reader  will  doubtlefs  be  as  much  furprized 
as  I was  to  find,  that  the  Tzars  employed  foreign 
architects  at  fo  early  a period,  before  their  coun- 
try was  fcarcely  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe. 
The  Kremlin  is  not  disfigured  by  wooden  houfes, 
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and  contains  the  antient  palace  of  the  Tzars,  fe- 
veral  churches,  two  convents,  the  patriarchal 
palace,  the  arfenal  now  in  ruins,  and  one  private 
houfe,  which  belonged  to  Boris  Godunof  before 
he  was  raifed  to  the  throne 

2.  The  fecond  divifion  is  called  Khitaigorod,  a 
term  conjedured  by  fome  etymologifts  to  imply 
the  Chinefe  town.  Voltaire,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Peter  the  Great,  fupports  this  opinion,  when  he 
calls  Khitaigorod  “ La  partie  appellee  la  ville 
Chlnoife , oil  les  raretfa  dela  Chine  s' ettallaient .” 
But  this  divifion  of  Mofcow  bore  that  appellation 
long  before  any  connexion  was  opened  between 
the  Ruffians  and  Chinefe  ; and  the  bed:  hifto- 
rians  fuppofe  the  word  Cathay  or  Khitai  to  have 
been  introduced  by  the  Tartars  when  they  had 
poffeffion  of  Mofcow  t«  in  proof  of  this  conjec- 
ture, it  is  alledged,  that  there  is  a town  in  the 
Ukraine  called  Khitaigorod,  and  another  of  the 
fame  name  in  Podolia ; both  which  provinces, 
though  unknown  to  the  Chinefe,  were  either 
over-run  or  inhabited  by  Tartars. 

The  Khitaigorod  J is  inclofed  on  one  fide  by 

* See  the  next  Chapter,  where  fome  of  thofe  buildings  are  de- 
fer i bed.  Since  my  yilit  to  Mofcow,  many  additional  buildings 
have  heen  conftrubted,  particularly  the  fenate  houfe,  a magniheent 
hmfture,  built  by  theemprefs. 

f S.  R.  G.  v.  Vllf.  p.  538—541. 

I Khitaigorod  is  laid  to  be  of  Tartar  derivation,  and  to  mean 
the  Middle  Town,  from  its  fituation  between  the  Kremlin  and 
Bielgorod- 
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that  wall  of  the  Kremlin  which  runs  from  the 
Mefkva  to  the  Neglina,  and  on  the  other  by 
% brick  wall  of  inferior  height.  It  is  much 
larger  than  the  Kremlin,  and  contains  the  uni- 
verfity,  the  printing-houfe,  and  many  other 
public  buildings,  together  with  all  the  trade!- 
mens  /hops.  The  edifices  are  rnoftly  ftuccoed 
or  white-walked ; and  it  has  the  only  ftreet  in 
M of  cow  in  which  the  houfes  hand  contiguous 
to  each  other  without  any  intervals. 

3.  The  Bielgorod,  or  White  Town,  which 
nearly  encircles  the  two  preceding  divifions,  is 
fuppofed  to  derive  its  name  from  a white  wall 
with  which  it  was  formerly  enclofed,  and  of 
which  fome  remains  ftill  exlft. 

4.  Semlainogorod,  which  environs  the.  three 
other  quarters,  takes  its  denomination  from  a 
circular  rampart  of  earth  with  which  it  is  en- 
compaffed.  Thefe  two  divifions  exhibit  a gro- 
tefque  group  of  churches,  convents,  palaces, 
brick  and  wooden  houfes,  and  mean  hovels,  in 
no  degree  fuperior  to  peafants’  cottages. 

5.  The  Slohoda,  or  Suburbs,  form  a vaft  ex- 
terior circle  round  the  parts  already  defer! herb 

* and  are  in  veiled  with  a love  rampart  and  ditch./ 
Thefe  fuburbs  contain,  befides  numerous  build- 
ings of  all  denominations,  corn-fields,  much 
open  pafture,  and  fome  final],  lakes,  which  give 
rife  to  the  Neglina. 

6 The 
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The  Mofkva  flows  through  the  city  in  a 
winding  channel;  but,  excepting  hi  fpring,  is 
only  navigable  for  rafts:  it  receives  the  Yaufa 
in  the  the  Semlainogorod,  and  the  Neglina  at 
the  weftern  extremity  of  the  Kremlin;  both 
which  rivulets  are,  in  fummer,  almoft  dry. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  having  ordered 
' our  Ruffian  fervant  to  hire  a carriage  during  our 
Ray  at  Mofcow,  he  procured  a coach  with  fix 
horfes  of  different  colours;  the  coachman  and 
poftillions  were  dreffed  like  peafants,  with  high 
cylindrical  hats;  the  coachman  with  a long 
beard  and  fheep-fkin  robe,  fat  on  the  box;  the 
poftillions,  in  a coarfe  drugget  garb,  were 
mounted  upon  the  off  horfes,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  this  country.  Behind  the  carriage 
was  an  enormous  lack  of  hay : upon  expreffing 
furprize  at  this  appendage,  we  were  informed, 
that  almoft  every  carriage  at  Mofcow  is  provid- 
ed with  a viaticum  of  this  fort,  which,  while 
the  matter  is  paying  his  vifits,  or  is  at  dinner,  is 
occafionally  given  to  the  horfes.  Some  refreffi- 
ments  of  this  kind,  indeed,  feemed  neceffary,  as 
our  horfes  never  faw  the  ftable  from  the  morn- 
ing until  the  evening,  or  at  midnight ; and  re- 
mained during  that  interval,  like  ihofe  of  our 
hackney-coaches,  in  the  ffteets.  During  cur 
continuance  in  this  city,  we,  not  uncommonly* 
perceived  about  dinner-time,  in  the  court-yards 
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of  thofe  houfes  where  we  dined,  many  horfes 
without  bridles,  and  unharneffed.  from  the  re- 
spective carriages,  browfing  upon  their  portable 
provender  ftrewed  on  the  ground;  with  them 
were  intermixed  different  parties  of  coachmen 
and  poftillions,  who  at  the  fame  time  gratified 
the  calls  of  hunger  upon  a repaft  ready  prepared, 
like  that  of  their  cattle,  and  which  too  required 
as,  little  ceremony  in  ferving  up.  The  frequency 
of  thefe  objects  foon  rendered  them  familiar,  and 
w€  ceafed  to  look  upon  our  trufs  of  hav  as  an 


exerefeence. 

The  fir  11  vifit  we  made  in  our  new  equipage 
was  to  our  banker,  who  lived  at  the  furthefi  ex- 
tremity of  one  of  the  fuburbs,  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  from  our  inn.  Our  coachman  drove 
through  the  town  with  great  expedition,  gene- 
rally in  a bride  trot,  and  frequently  a full  gal- 
lop,, without  any  diftinfliou  of  paved  or  board- 
ed ftreets.  Having  fettled  our  bufinefs  with  the 
banker,  who  was  our  countryman,  and  oblig- 
ingly furniflied  us  with  a large  collection  of 
Engl  it  h news-papers,  we  croffed  the  Yaufa  over 
■a  raft  bridge  to  a palace,  contracted  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  prefent  emprefs,  when  die  vifits 
Mofeow;  this  palace  is  not,  according  to  our 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word,  a fmgle  ft  rue - 
lure;  but,  in  the  true  ftyle  of  Aliatic  grandeur, 
a vail  aflembia&’e  of  numerous  buildings  diftri- 
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bated  into  feveral  ftreets,  and  bearing  the  ap- 
pearance of  a moderate  town;*  The  bafe  of 
each  building  is  hone,  but  of  fo  foft  a nature, 
that  it  feemed  fcarcely  adequate  to  fupport  the 
fuperftrufture ; the  bricks  ufed  for  the  remainder 
of  the  fabric  crumbled  at  the  touch,  nor  did 
the  workmanfliip  exceed  the  materials,  for  the 
walls  were  in  many  places  out  of  the  perpendicu- 
lar line. 

The  greater  part  of  the  timber,  employed  in 
the  conflmbtion  of  thefe  vaft  edifices  was  fa- 
lliioned  with  the  axe.  Though  I often  faw  the 
the  carpenters  at  work,  I never  once  perceived  a 
faw  in  their  hands  : they  cut  the  trees  through 
with  the  axe,  they  hewed  planks  with  the  axe, 
they  formed  the  beams,  and  fitted  them  toge- 
ther with  the  axe.  With  this  Ample  engine  they 
mortaifed  and  tenanted  the  fmaileft  as  well  as 
the  largeft  pieces  of  wood,  and  fmoothed  the 
boards  for  the  floor  with  the  niceft  exactnefs. 
Indeed,  the  dexterity  andjuftnefs  with  which 
they  managed  this  infixument  was  wonderful ; 
but  the  operation  muff  evidently  oceafion  a pro- 
digious wafte  of  labour  and  wood. 

The  gardens,  which  belonged  to  the  old  pa- 
lace, built  by  Elizabeth  near  the  fpot  where  the 
prefent  ftruct are  w; as  erecting,  are  Trill  retained  : 
they>are  of  confiderable  extent,  and  contained 

* Paul  converted  this  palace  into  barracks  for  2000. men.  ■, 
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fome  of  the  heft  gravel  walks  I have  feen  fmce 
my  departure  from  England.  In  fome  parts  the 
grounds  were  laid  out  in  a pleating  and  natural 
manner;  but  in  general  the  old  ftyle  of  garden- 
ing prevailed,  and  prefentcd  rows  of  clipped 
yew-trees,  long  ftraight  canals,  and  a profufioit 
of  prepofterous  ftatues.  Hercules  prefided  at  a 
fountain,  with  a retinue  of  gilded  Cupids,  dol- 
phins, and  lamias ; every  little  ftrufture  was  a 
pantheon ; and  every  grove  was  haunted  by 
Apoilos  and  Dianas ; but  the  principal  deity  in 
the  place  was  a female  figure  holding  a cornu- 
copia reverfed,  which,  inftead  of  distributing, 
as  ufual,  all  kinds  of  fruit,  grain,  and  flowers, 
poured  out  crowns,  coronets,  and  mitres.  The 
reign  of  thefe  deities  was,  however,  doomed  to 
be  ihorl  : under  the  aufpices  of  Catharine,  all 
thefe  inftances  of  grotefque  tafte  will  be  re- 
moved, and  give  place  to  more  natural  orna- 
ments. This  palace  and  gardens  occupy  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  fuburbs,  within  the  compafs  of 
the  exterior  rampart  which  encircles  the  whole 
town. 

We  foon  ceafed  to  be  furprized  that  our  car- 
riage was  provided  with  fix  horfes,  as  nothing 
was  more  common  than  to  meet  the  equipages 
of  the  nobility  with  complete  fets,  driving 
merely  about  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow.  As  the 
city  is  of  fo  large  a compafs,  many  hackney 
4 carriages 
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carriages  are  Rationed  in  the  ftreets  for  convey- 
ing  paffengers  to  the  different  quarters.  Thefe 
vehicles  are  without  tops,  have  moftly  four 
wheels,  and  are  provided  either  with  a long 
bench,  or  one,  two,  or  three  feparate  feats,  like 
armchairs,  placed  fide- ways : their  fares  are  fd 
reafonable,  that  fervants  occafionally  ufe  them 
upon  errands  to  diftant  parts  of  the  city.  The 
coachman  generally  drives  at  the  rate  of  eight  or 
nine  miles  an  hour. 

September  ].  This  morning -we  received  a 
card  of  invitation  from  Count  Ofterman,  go- 
vernor of  Mofcow,  to  dinner  for  the  £2d  of  Am 
guft;  but,  as  it  was  the  ift  of  September,  our 
fervant,  who  took  the  meffage,  came  laughing 
into  the  room,  and  informed  us,  that  we  wrere 
invited  to  an  entertainment  that  was  paff:  he 
had  endeavoured,  he  added,  to  convince  the 
meffenger  of  the  miftake;  but  the  man  infilled 
that  the  enfuins;  dav  was  the  22d  of  Aimuft.  It 
was  indeed  a natural  miftake  in  our  fervant, 
who  did  not  know  that  the  Ruffians  ftill  ad- 
hered to  the  old  ftyle,  and  as  he  had  paffed  the 
22d  of  Auguft  in  Lithuania,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  was  fuprized  at  finding  it  again  fo  footi 
at  Mofcow. 

Until  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great  the  Ruf- 
fians began  their  year  in  September,  and  dated 
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their  ter  a from  the  creation  of  the  world*,  and 
not  from  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour.  In  i 7 00, 
Peter  inftituted  a grand  jubilee  at  Mofcow,  and 
ordained,  that  from  that  period  the  year  fhould 
commence  in  January,  and  be  computed  from 
the  Chriftian  sera,  according  to  the  ftyle  then 
in  ufe  in  England.  As  a mark  of  veneration  to 
his  memory,  no  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 
Ruffian  calendar : and  Ruffia  is  the  only  Euro- 
pean  nation  which  ftill  retains  the  old  ftyle. 

The  fame  morning  we  carried  a letter  of  re- 
commendation from  count  Stackelberg,  the 
Ruffian  embaffador  at  Warfaw,  to  prince  Vol- 
konfki,  governor  of  the  province,  who  received 
us  with  great  cordiality,  and  invited  us  to  din- 
ner, defiring  us  to  contider  his  table  as  ours  dur- 
ing our  continuance  at  Mofcow.  The  prince  is 
in  his  6 7 tli  year,  and  recollects  Peter  the  Great, 
whom  he  defcribed  as  fix  feet  in  height,  ftrong 
and  well  made,  with  his  head  douching  and 
awry,  of  a dark  complexion,  and  a countenance 
continually  fubjeCt  to  diftortions;  adding,  that 
he  was  generally  dreffed  in  his  green  uniform,  or 
a plain  brown  coat;  was  remarkable  for  the 
fine nefs  of  his  linen,  wore  his  diort  black  hair 

* They  reckoned  alfo,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Greeks? 
5508  years,  inftead  of  only  3369,  from  the  creation  to  the  na- 
tivity. 
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without  powder,  and  whifkers.  The  prince  a- 
mufed  us  with  relating  feveral  anecdotes  of  that 
great  monarch,  and  amongft  others,  one  which 
' lie  received  from  prince  Mentcliikof. 

After  the  battle  of  Pultava,  while  his  father 
prince  Volkonfki,  w~as  following  Charles  X1L 
with  a corps  of  light  horfe,  an  aid-de-camp 
brought  an  order  from  Mentcliikof  to  halt : he 
obeyed,  but  difpatched  a meffenger  to  acquaint 
the  prince,  that  he  was  purfuing  the  king  of 
Sweden  with  the  faireft  profpedt  of  overtaking 
him.  Mentcliikof  was  greatly  aftonifhed  at  this 
meffage,  as  no  orders  for  difcontinuing  the  pur- 
fuit  had  itfued  from  him,  and  his  fuppofed  aid- 
de-camp  was  never  difcovered.  As  Peter  infti- 
tuted  no  inquiry  concerning  the  perfon  who 
had  probably  prevented  the  capture  of  his  moft 
formidable  rival,  it  is  fufpected  that  the  ftrata- 
gem  was  contrived  by  himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  embarralfed  with  a prifoner  whom  he 
would  be  unwilling  either  to  releafe,  or  detain, 
long  in  captivity. 

i 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  liofpitality  of 
the  Ruffians.  We  never  paid  a morning  vi- 
lit  to  any  nobleman  without  being  detained 
to  dinner:  we  alfo  conftantly  received  ge- 
neral invitations ; but,  confidering  them  as 
mere  compliments,  were  unwdlling  to  intrude 
purfdves  without  further  notice.  We  foon 
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found,  however,  that  the  principal  perfons  of 

dlftindtion  kept  open  tables,  and  were  highly 

> 

obliged  by  our  reporting  to  them  without  cere- 
mony. Prince  Volkonfki  in  particular,  having' 
cafually  difeovered  that  we  had  dined  the  pre- 
ceding day  at  the  inn,  politely  upbraided  us ; 
repeating  his  affurances,  that  his  table  was  ours, 
and  that  when  we  were  not  engaged,  he  Ihould 
always  expect  us  for  his  guefts.  Indeed  the 
ftrongeft  expreffions  can  fcarcely  do  juftice  to 
the  attention  and  kindnejs  of  this  excellent  no- 
bleman : not  content  with  admitting  us  to  his  ta- 
ble  without  form,  he  was  anxious  that  our  cu- 
rioiity  fhould  be  gratified  with  the  fight  of 
every  remarkable  ohiedl  at  Mofeow;  he  ordered 
his  aid-de-camp  to  accompany  us  to  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  as  we  were  extremely  de- 
firous  to  become  acquainted  with  Muller,  the 
celebrated  hiftorian  of  this  country,  lie  invited 
him  to  meet  us  at  dinner. 

Muller  fpeaks  and  writes  the  German,  Ruf- 
fian, French,  and  Latin  tongues  with  uncommon 
fluency ; and  reads  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  Swedifh, 
Daniffi,  and  Greek  with  great  facility.  His 
memory  is  Rill  furprizing,  and  his  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  minuteR  incidents  of  the 
7 Ruffian  annals  aim  oft  furpaffes  belief. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  dinner  I had  the 
pleafurc  of  accompanying  this  eminent  hiftorian 
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to  his  houfe,  and  paffed  fame  hours  in  his  li~ 
hraiy.  He  pofleffes  mod:  of  the  books  in  the 
different  languages  of  modern  Europe  which 
treat  of  Ruflia : the  Englilh  writers  upon  this 
country  are  far  more  numerous  than  I imagined. 
H is  collection  of  ftate-papers  and  manufcripts  is 
invaluable,  and  arranged  in  the  exacted  order. 

Every  lover  of  literature  mud  regret,  that 
Muller,  who  is  admirably  qualified  for  the  talk, 
and  has  already  prepared  the  materials,  has  not 
favoured  the  public  with  a regular  hiftory  of 
R udia,  and  that  on  account  of  his  advanced 
age,  he  mud  condign  to  others  the  ufe  of  thofe 
papers  which  he  has  fa  diligently  accumulated. 
He  will,  however,  always  be  confidered  as  the 
great  father  of  Ruffian  hidory,  as  well  from  the 
excellent  fpecimens  he  himfelf  has  produced,  as 
from  the  vaft  fund  of  information  w hich  he  be- 
queaths to  future  authors, 

Gerard  Frederic  Muller  vras  born  in  1705,  at 
Herforden,  in  the  circle  Weftphalia,  He  re- 
ceived the  early  part  of  his  education  under  his 
father,  Thomas  Muller,  rebtor  of  the  Gymna- 
fiiim  ; in  the  1 7th  year  of  his  age  was  removed 
to  the  univerfity  of  Rinteln,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  to  Leipdc,  Having  greatly  didin* 
guifhed  himfelf  by  rapid  advances  in  various 
branches  of  polite  literature,  in  the  20th  year  of 
his  age,  he  was  recommended  to  Peter  the  Great 
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as  a proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  member  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences.  He  arrived 
at  Peter  jfburgli  in  November  17-5,  after  the  de- 
mife  of  Peter;  but  was  nominated  by  Catha- 
line  the  Fir  ft,  adjunct  to  the  Imperial  Academy. 
He  read  lectures  in  the  Latin  tongue  on  hi  ft  or  y 
and  geography,  and  in  1730  was  appointed  Pro- 
feffor  of  hiftory,  and  member  of  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy. In  the  fame  year  he  began  his  travels  into 
Germany,  Holland,  and  England,  and,  during  his 
reftdence  in  London,  was  chofen  member  of  the 
Royal  Society.  Being  deputed  by  the  emprefs 
Anne  to  explore  the  extreme  parts  of  Siberia, 
and  the  pen  inful  a of  Kamtchatka,  he  fet  out,  on 
the  8th  of  Auguft  1733,  on  this  memorable  ex- 
pedition, in  company  with  Steller,  De  Lifle,  the 
elder  Gmelin,  and  Krafheninikof.  The  indefa- 
tigable traveller  turned  his  principal  attention  to 
the  hiftory,  geography,  antiquities,  manners, 
and  cuftorns  of  the  various  people  and  hoides 
of  Siberia.  He  compiled  or  correhled  maps  of 
the  diftrifts  which  he  vifited,  arranged  the  ar- 
chives of  the  principal  towns,  and  copied  the 
xnoft  important  documents. 

The  unremitting  afftduity  with  which  he  con- 
tinued his  inquiries,  brought  on  a nervous  com- 
plaint, which  prevented  him  from  accompany- 
ing his  fellow  travellers  ; and  compelled  him  to 
demand  his  recal.  Having  obtained  the  enn 
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prefs’s  permiffion  to  return,  lie  faw  his  compa- 
nions depart  with  regret ; but  afte wards,  reco- 
vering bis  health,  was  impelled  by  literary  zeal 
to  continue  his  travels  into  the  extreme  parts  of 
Siberia,  notwithstanding  the  fatigue  of  the  jour- 
ney, through  an  inhofpitable  country,  and  over 
aim  oft  impaffable  roads.  He  vifited  Irkutik, 
Okotfk,  and  even  penetrated  to  Yakutfk,  where 
he  arrived  in  1736.  In  examining  the  archives, 
he  found  the  original  account  of  the  Ruffian 
voyages  in  the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  in  the  fea  of 
Kamtciiatka,  and  difcovered  that,  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury, Delhnef,  a Ruffian  navigator,  had  taken  his 
departure  from  the  river  Kovyrna,  failed  along 
the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  doubled  the  north -call- 
ern  promontory  of  Afia# ; thus  ascertaining  a 
point  which  had  long  agitated  the  literary 
world,  that  the  continents  of  Afia  and  America 
were  feparated  by  the  fea.  This  important  dif- 
covery  occafioned  various  attempts  to  explore 
the  north- weftern  coaft  of  America,  and  gave 
rife  to  the  expedition  of  captain  Cook. 

After  an  abfence  of  ten  years  Muller  ret  urned 
to  St.  Peter iburgh  in  the  beginning  of  1743;  and 

s 

was  received  by  the  emptels  Elizabeth  with  great 
marks  of  diftinction.  In  1747  he  was  appointed 
hiftori ographer,  and  rector  of  the  Imperial  uni- 
verfity,  received  other  promotions  at  St.  Petcvf- 

* See  Account  of  the  Ruffian  Difcoveries  between  Aha  and 
America. 

burgh, 

1 


1 


ms 


TRAVELS  IN  R U.  SSI  A. 


B.  S. 


burgh,  and  at  length  was  appointed,  by  the  pre- 
fent  emprels,  confellor  of  {late,  and  keeper  of 
the  archives  at  Mofcow 

His  principal  work  is  a Collection  of  Ruffian 
Hiftories,  in  nine  volumes,  and  contains  many 
curious  and  interefting  articles  : an  account  of 
the  Ruffian  annals,  drawn  from  the  Byzantine 
writers,  from  the  antient  Sclavonian  chronicles, 
and  from  Snorro  Sturlenfis,  an  hiftorian  of  N or- 
way ; various  details  of  the  Calmuc  Tartars, 
and  Zaporavian  Coffacs;  the  Commerce  and 
Poffeffions  of  the  Genoefe  on  the  Coafts  of 
the  Black  Sea,  and  at  Azof;  an  account  of  the 
Ruffian  and  Chinefe  Settlements  on  the  River 
Amoor;  Hiftory  and  Commerce  of  Siberia ; Hiffi 
tory  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Reign  of  Boris  G o du- 
ll of  to  the  Acceffion  of  Michael  Feodorovitch. 
Remarkable  Things  in  Afiatic  Ruffia,  and  in 
Turkey  in  Alia;  the  Ruffian  Trade  to  China’ 
Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Diftricls  between  the 
Don  and  Diepper;  Account  of  Novogorod, 
Dorpart,  Pernau,  and  Riga. 

* The  emprefs  purchafed  his  fine  collection  of  books  and  ma- 
liufcripts  for  £.2,000.  This  great  patronefs  of  letters  configned 
alfo  to  him  the  charge  of  arranging  and  printing,  at  her  expence, 
a Collection  of  Ruffian  Treaties,  in  the  form  of  Dumont’s  Corps 
Diplomatique 5 but  the  death  of  the  learned  hiftorian  prevented  the 
completion.  He  did  on  the  16th  of  Odtober  1783,  in  the  78th 
year  of  his  age  5 Catharine,  a fliort  time  before,  his  death,  honored 
Mr.  Muller  with  the  order  of  St.  Vladimir,  and  has  teftified  her 
yefbeft  to  his  memory  by  enobiing  his  family. 
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The  third  volume  of  this  interefting  work 
contains  an  “ Account  of  the  Ruffian  Voyages 
and  Difcoveries  along;  the  Coafts  of  the  Frozen 
Sea,  and  in  the  Eaftern  Ocean  towards  Japan 
and  America,”  from  1636  to  the  termination  of 
Bering’s  and  TchirikoFs  expedition  in  1742  : to 
this  publication  I was  greatly  indebted  for  my 
account  of  the  Ruffian  difcoveries. 

Tothefe  works  the  accurate  and  indefatigable 
writer  fucceffively  added  many  other  valuable 
performances  on  fimilar  fubjefls,  both  in  the 
German  and  Ruffian  languages,  which  eluci- 
date  the  hiftory  and  topography  of  this  vaft 
empire. 

September  10.  This  day  being  facred  to 
Alexander  Nevfki,  a faint  highly  revered  by 
the  Ruffians,  and  in  whofe  honour  an  order  of 
knighthood  was  inftituted  by  Peter  the  Great, 
was  kept  with  great  folemnity.  Service  was 
performed  in  the  principal  churches  of  Mofcow 
with  all  the  pageantry  peculiar  to  the  Greek  re- 
ligion, and  the  governor  of  the  province  gave 
a fplendid  entertainment,  to  which  the  princi- 
pal nobility  and  clergy  were  invited. 

Alexander  Nevfki,  a name  more  refpectable 
than  moffi  of  the  faints  who  fill  the  Ruffian  ca- 
lendar, was  fon  of  the  great  duke  Yaroflaf,  and 
flouriflied  in  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century, 
at  a period  when  his  country  was  reduced  tq 

the 
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. the  utmoft  extremity  by  a combination  of  for- 
midable enemies.  He  repulfed  an  army  of 
Swedes  and  Teutonic  knights,  and  wounded  the 
king*  of  Sweden  with  his  own  band  on  the  bank 
of  the  Neva,  from  whence  he  obtained  the  ap- 
pellation of . Nevfki.  He  defeated  the  Tartars 
in  feveral  engagements,  and  delivered  his  coun- 
try from  a difgraceful  tribute  impofed  by  the 
fucceffors  of  Zinghis  Khan.  His  life  feems  to 
have  been  aim  oft  one  continued  fcene  of  action; 
and  he  performed  fuch  almoft  incredible  acts  of 
valour,  as  induced  an  ignorant  and  fuperffitious 
people  to  confider  him  as  a luperior  being,  and 
confecrate  his  memory.  He  died  about  the 
year  1262,  at  Gorodetz,  near  Nilhnei  Novogo- 
rod.  The  great  fuperiority  of  his  character  was 
evinced,  as  well  by  victories  which  diftinguifhed 
the  Ruffian  arms  during*  his  life,  as  by  the  nu- 
merous defeats  which  immediately  took  place  on 
his  deceafe. 

llie  morning  of  this  anniverfarv  was  u fie  red 

V 3 v 

in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  uncommonly  loud;  in 
ceffant  peals  refounded  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city,  but  more  particularly  in  the  Kremlin, 
which  contains  the  principal  churches  and  the 
largeft  bells.  At  eleven  we  paid  our  refpects  to 
prince  Volkonfki,  who,  as  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Mofcow,  had  a levee:  lie  wore  the  red 
ribband  of  the  order  of  St.  Alexander,  and  re- 
ceived 
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ccivcd  the  compliments  of  the  principal  nobi- 
lity and  gentry.  From  the  levee  we  repaired  to 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael,  and  were  prefeat 
at  high  mafs,  performed  by  the  archbiiTiop  of 
R oft  of.  The  church  being  filled  with  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  people,  we  c6uld  not,  with- 
out the  utmoft  difficulty,  penetrate  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Iteps  leading  to  the  fiirine,  from 
which  the  bifiiop  occafionally  came  forth  to  ad- 
drefs  the  congregation.  The  confulion  arifing 
from  the  croud,  and  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  va- 
rious ceremonies,  dift  rafted  our  attention,  and 
rendered  us  incapable  of  diferiminating  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  ferviee.  We  could  only  ob- 
ferve  in  general  a great  difplay  of  pomp  and 
fplendour,  and  many  ceremonies  fimilar  to  thole 
deferibed  on  a former  occafion,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  others  appropriated  to  the  greater  fefti- 
vals  of  the  Ruffian  church. 

r 

At  tlie  conclufion  of  the  ferviee,  which  i'afted 
two  hours,  we  returned  to  prince  Yolkonfki’s; 
where  ninety  perfons  were  affembled  at  an  en- 
tertainment given  in  honour  of  the  day.  when 
the  archbifliop  of  Roftof  entered  the  room,  the 
prince  met  him  at  the  door,  and  kiffed  his  hand 
after  the  prelate  had  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs; 
he  paid  the  fame  mark  of  refpeft  to  two  other 
Kill  ops,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  company 
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fucceffively  followed  the  prince's  example.  Be* 
ing  prefentecl  to  the  archbilhop,  1 held  a long 
converfation  with  him  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
which  he  fpoke  with  great  fluency.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  ferffible,  well- informed,  and  vei  led 
in  various  branches  of  literature  : he  had  perufed 
the  works  of  feveral  of  our  belt  divines,  either 
originally  written,  or  tranflated  into  Latin,  and 
mentioned  their  compofitions  with  much  appro- 
bation. I troubled  him  with  feveral  queftions 
relative  to  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffian  church, 
which  he  anfwered  with  great  readinefs  and  con- 
defcenfion.  The  bible,  he  laid,  is  tranflated 
into  Sclavonian,  the  liturgy  is  written  in  that 
language,  which  is  the  mother-tongue  of  the 
Ruffian,  and  therefore  the  ft  vie  of  the  facred 
writings,  though  fomewhat  obfolete,  is  under- 
flood  without  much  difficulty  even  by  the  com- 
mon people. 

The  clergy,  he  informed  me,  are  divided 
into  fecular  and  regular  pr lefts  ; the  latter,  from 
whom  are  chofen  the  dignitaries  of  the  church, 
are  not  permitted  to  marry;  the  feculars  are 
the  pariffi-priefts,  and  from  a literal  obfervation 
of  St.  Paul's  precept,  “ the  hufband  of  one 

wife,”  are  required,  as  a qualification  for  or- 
ders, to  marry;  and,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  fame 
tenet,  are  after  the  death  of  their  wives  deemed 

unfit 
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unfit  for  the  facred  function.  The  difqualiiiea- 
tion  arifing  from  widowhood  may,  indeed,  be 
healed  by  the  bifhop’s  dilpenfation* ; but  a fe- 
cond  marriage  irrecoverably  divorces  from  the 
altar.  The  arclibiihop  was  politely  continuing 
to  acquaint  me  with  many  other  cir cum  fiances 
peculiar  to  the  ecclefiaftical  efiablifhment,  when 
the  converfation  was  interrupted  by  a fumrnons 
to  dinner.  A finall  table  in  the  corner  of  the 
with-drawing  room,  according  to  the  cuftom  in 
this  country,  was  previously  covered  with  plates 
of  caviare,  red-herring,  bread,  butter,  and  clieefe^ 
and  different  forts  of  liqueurs , to  which  the  com- 
pany helped  themfelves  before  they  adjourned  to 
dinner. 

About  ninety  perfons  fat  down  to  a fplendid 
entertainment.  During  the  fecond  courfe,  a 
large  glafs  with  a cover  being  brought  to  prince 
Volkonfki,  he  flood  up,  delivered  the  cover  to 
the  arclibiihop,  who  fat  next  him,  filled  the  glafs 
with  champagne,  and  drank  the  emprefs’s  healthy 
which  was  accompanied  with  a difcharge  of  can- 
non. The  archbifhop  followed  his  example,  and 
the  a'lafs  was  in  like  manner  circulated  round  the 
table.  The  healths  of  the  great-duke,  of  the 
great- duchefs,  and  of  their  ion  prince  Alexan- 
der, were  then  fucceffively  toafted  with  the  fame 

» In  general  the  fecular  prieft,  when  a widower,  is  received 
into  a monaftery. 
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ceremonies  ; after  which  count  Panin  arofe,  and 
drinking:  a return  of  thanks  to  the  m after  of  the 
feaft,  was  joined  by  the  whole  company.  When 
each  toaft  was  named  by  the  prince,  all  the  per- 
fons  at  table  role  out  of  refpeet,  and  remained 
ftanding  while  he  drank. 

During  our  hay  at  Mofcow  we  frequently  ex- 
perienced the  hofpitality  of  count  Alexey  Orlof, 
who,  in  the  laft  war  with  the  Porte,  commanded 
the  Ruffian  fleet  in  the  Archipelago,  and  burnt; 
the  Turkish  armament  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme* 

r 

for  which  action  he  was  honoured  with  the  title 
of  Tchefminfki.  The  cuftom  of  conferring  an 
additional  name  for  the  performance  of  fignal 
fervices  to  the  country,  was,  in  imitation  of  the 
Romans,  ufually  practifed  by  Conftantine  and 
his  fucceflors  the  Greek  emperors,  who  reigned 
at  Conftantinople.  From  that  quarter  it  proba- 
bly paflecl  to  the  Ruffians,  who  in  the  earlier 
times  of  their  hiftory  gave  fimilar  appellations  to 
feme  of  their  illuftrious  leaders.  Thus  the  great- 
duke  Alexander  was  called  Nevlki  for  his  victory 

J 

over  the  Swedes  near  the  Neva,  and  Demetrius 
Ivanoviteh  was  denominated  Donlki,  for  his 
conqueft  of  the  Tartars  upon  the  banks  of  the 
D on.  This  cuftom,  which  long  difeontinued, 
was  revived  by  the  prefent  emprefs.  Marfhal 
Romanzof  received  the  denomination  of  Zadu- 
naifki,  for  his  victories  fouth  of  the  Danube; 

prince 
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prince  Dolgorucki  that  of  Crimfki  for  his  fuc- 
celfes  in  the  Crimea;  and  count  Orlof  this  of 
Tchefminfki,  for  the  naval  victory  in  the  bay  of 
Tchefme. 

The  houfe  of  count  Orlof  is  fituated  at  the 
extremity  of  one  of  the  fubnrbs,  upon  an  ele- 
vated fpot,  commanding  a fine  view  of  the  vail 
city  of  Mofcow  and  the  neighbouring  country  ; 
many  feparate  buildings  occupy  a large  tract  of 
ground.  The  offices,  (tables,  manege,  and  other 
detached  ftmbtures,  are  of  brick ; the  founda- 
tion and  lower  ftory  of  the  dwelling-houfe  are 
built  with  the  fame  material ; but  the  upper 
part  is  of  wood#,  neatly  painted  of  a green  co- 
lour. We  carried  a letter  of  recommendation 
from  prince  Staniilaus  Poniatowiki,  the  king  of 
Poland’s  nephew,  to  the  count,  who  received 
us  with  great  franknefs,  and  detained  us  at  din- 
ner ; he  defired  us  to  lay  afide  all  form  ; adding, 
that  he  was  a plain  man,  had  a high  efteem  for 
the  Englilh  nation,  and  fhould  be  happy  to  ren- 
der us  every  fervice  in  his  power  during  our  flay 
at  Mofcow,  We  had  the  pleafure  of  dining  fe- 
veral  times  with  him,  and  always  met  with  the 
molt  polite  reception.  The  count  feemed  to  live 

* Wooden  houfes  are  by  many  perfons  in  this  country  fuppofed 
to  be  warmer  and  more  wholefome  than  thole  of  brick  and  fcone, 
which  is  the  reafon  why  feveral  of  the  Ruffian  nobility  chufe  that 
part  of  the  houfe,  which  they  inhabit  themfelves,  to  be  conitrudded 
with  wood. 
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in  the  true  ftyle  of  old  Ruffian  hofpitality,  and 
kept  an  open  table,  abounding  with  a great  va* 
riety  of  Greek  wines,  which  he  brought  from 
the  Archipelago*  One  diffi,  ferved  on  his  plen- 
tiful board,  was  extremely  delicious,  and  only 
inferior  to  our  beft  venifon  ; it  was  a quarter  of 
an  Aftracan  ffieep,  remarkable  for  the  quantity 
and  flavour  of  the  fat 

There  was  mufic  during  dinner,  which  gene- 
rally made  a part  of  the  entertainment  at  the 
tables  of  the  nobility.  We  obferved  alfo  ano* 
ther  ufual  inftance  of  parade  \ numerous  re- 
tainers and  dependents  were  intermixed  with 
the  fervants,  but  feldoiii  affifted  in  any  menial 
office  : they  occafionally  ftood  round  their  lord’s 
chair,  and  feemed  greatly  pleafed  whenever  they 
were  diftinguilhed  by  a nod  or  a fmile.  In  this 
train  was  an  Armenian,  recently  arrived  from 
Mount  Caucafus,  who,  aoreeablv  to  the  cuftom 
of  his  country,  inhabited  a tent  pitched  in  the 
garden,  and  covered  with  felt.  His  drefs  con- 
futed of  a long  loofe  robe  tied  with  afafh,  large 

'*  In  the  court-yard  I obferved  feveral  fheep  of  this  fpecie-s  rang- 
ing about  the  ftables,  fo  perfectly  tame  that  they  fuffered  us  to 
ilroke  them.  They  are  almoft  as  large  as  fallow  deer,  but  with 
much  (hotter  legs  : they  have  no  horns,  long  flowing  ears,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  tails,  a large  bunch  of  fat,  fometimes  weighing  thirty 
pounds.  Mr.  Pennant  has  given  an  engraving  of  thefe  fheep  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds,  which  he  has  accompanied  with  an  ac- 
curate defcrioikm. 
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breeches,  and  boots:  his  hair  was  cut,  in  the 
manner  of  the  Tartars,  in  a circular  form ; his 
arms  were  a poignard,  and  a bow  of  buffalo's 
horn  ft  run  2;  with  the  finews  of  the  fame  animal. 
He  was  extremely  attached  to  his  maftcr ; and 
when  firft  prefented,  voluntarily  took  an  oath  of 
fealty,  and  fwore,  in  the  true  language  of 
Eaftern  hyperbole,  to  attack  all  the  count's  ene- 
mies ; offering,  as  a proof  of  fincerity,  to  cut 
off  his  own  ears  ; he  alfo  wifhed  that  all  the  fick- 
nefs,  which  at  any  time  threatened  his  matter, 
might  be  transferred  to  himfclf.  He  examined 
our  clothes,  and  feemed  delighted  with  pointing 
out  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  drefs  in  the  article 
of  convenience;  he  threw himfelf  into  different 
attitudes  with  uncommon  agility,  and  defied  us 
to  follow  his  example  ; he  danced  a Calmuc 
dance,  which  confifted  in  ftraining  every  muf- 
cle,  and  writhing  the  body  into  various  contor- 
tions without  ftirring  from  the  fpot:  he  beckon- 
ed us  into  the  garden,  took  great  pleafure  in 
fhowing  us  his  tent  and  his  arms  ; and  fliot  feve- 
ral  arrows  to  an  extraordinary  height.  We  were 

v CD 

ftruck  with  the  unartificial  character  of  this  Ar- 
menian, who  feemed  like  a wild-man  juft  begin- 
ning to  be  civilized. 

Count  Orlof,  who  is  fond  of  the  manege,  is 
efteemed  to  poffgfs,  though  not  the  largeft,  yet 
the  iineft  find  in  Ritffia,  and  he  was  fo  obliging  as 
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to  gratify  our  curiofity  by  conveying  us  to  his 
country-houfe,  at  the  di fiance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  Mofcow.  He  conveyed  us  in  his  own  car- 
riage drawn  by  fix  horfes,  harneffed  with  ropes, 
and  placed  two  in  front,  and  four  a-breaft  in  the 
hinder  row ; an  empty  coach,  with  fix  horfes, 
ranged  two  by  two,  followed  for  parade.  He 
was  attended  by  four  buffers,  and  the  Armenian 
accoutred  with  his  bow  and  quiver,  who  conti- 
nually fhouted  and  waved  his  hand  with  the 
ftrongeft  expreffions  of  tranfport;  he  occa- 
lionally  galloped  his  horfe  clofe  to  the  carriage, 
then  fuddenly  flopped  and  wheeled  round  to  the 
right  or  left  with  great  rapidity. 

In  our  route- we  paffed  feveral  large  convents, 
furrounded,  like  many  of  the  monafteries  in  this 
country,  with  w^alls  of  brick,  bearing  the  ap- 
pearance of  fmall  fortreffes ; we  eroded  the 
Mofkva  twice,  and  entered  a circular  plain  of 
luxuriant  pafture,  in  the  mid  if  of  which  rifes  an 
infulated  hill,  with  the  count’s  houfe  on  the  top. 
This  feat  commands  a beautiful  view  of  a circular 


plain,  watered  by  the  Mofkva,  and  fkirted  by 
gentle  hills,  whofc  fides  prefent  a rich  variety  of 
wood,  coni,  and  pafture. 

The  greater  part  of  the  find  was  grazing  in 
the  plain:  it  .confided  of  line  ftallions,  and  above 

t 

iixty;  brood-mares,  rnoft  of  which  had  foals. 
The  collection  was  gleaned  from  the  moft  (lift ant 
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quarters  of  the  globe;  from  Arabia,  Turkey, 
Tartary,  Perfia,  and  England.  The  count  ob- 
tained the  Arabians  during  his  expedition  in  the 
Archipelago,  fome  as  prefents  from  Ali-Bey, 
others  by  pur  chafe  or  c onqu  eft  from  the  Turks : 
amongft  thefe  he  chiefly  prized  four  horfes  (two 
of  which  we  had  noticed  in  the  manege  at  Mof- 
cow)  of  ‘the  true  Cochlean  breed,  fo  much 
efteemed  in  Arabia,  and  feldom  feen  out  of  their  ‘ 
native  country. 

The  count,  after  politely  attending  us  to  the 
dud  and  about  the  grounds,  regaled  us  with  a 
mod  elegant  entertainment,  at  which  his  viva- 
city lent  charms  to  his  fplendour  and  hofpitality. 
On  our  return  to  Mofcow,  we  made  a circuit  to 
a fmall  village  fix  miles  from  the  capital,  where 
a villa  was  erefting  for  the  emprefs,  called  Tz li- 
ne in  o,  confiding,  befides  the  principal  building, 
of  eight  or  ten  detached  dructures  in  the  Gothic 
tabe,  which  were  prettily  difperfed  among  the 
plantations.  The  filiation  is  romantic,  a rifmg 
ground  backed  with  wood,  and  a large  piece  of 
water  embracing  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

I cannot  forbear  to  mention  in  this  place  an 
a6t  of  almoft  Eaftern  magnificence,  which  this 
vifit  afterwards  occadon&l.  One  morning  in 
the  enfuing  winter,  at  Peterfburgh,  one  of  the 
fined  among  the  Arabian  horfes,  which  Lord 
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Herbert  had  greatly  admired,  was  fent  to  him, 
accompanied  with  the  following  note. 

“ My  Lord,  I obferved  that  this  horfe  pleafed 
you,  and  therefore  defire  your  acceptance  of  him. 
I received  him  as  a prefent  from  Ali-Bey.  He  is 
a true  Arabian  of  the  Cochlean  race,  and  in  the 
late  war  was  brought  by  the  Ruffian  fhips  from 
Arabia  to  me  while  I was  in  the  Archipelago.  I 
with  he  may  be  as  ferviceable  to  you  as  he  has 
been  to  me ; and  I remain,  with  efteem,  your 
obedient  fervant, 

“ Count  Alexey  OrlofTchesminski.” 

At  the  clofe  of  an  entertainment,  which  the 
count  gave  us  at  Mofcow,  he  introduced  us  to 
the  fight  of  a Ruffian  boxing-match,  which  is  a 
favourite  diverfion  among  the  common  people. 
We  repaired  to  the  manege,  where  we  found 
about  three  hundred  peafants  affembled,  They 
divided  into  two  parties,  each  of  which  chofe  a 
chief,  who  called  out  the  combatants,  and  pitted 
them  againft  each  other;  only  a Angle  pair  was 
allowed  to  engage  at  the  fame  time.  They  did 
not  ftrip,  and  had  on  thick  leathern  gloves  with 
thumb  pieces,  but  with  no  Reparations  for  the 
fingers.  Prom  the  ftiffnefs  of  the  leather  thev 
could  fcarcely  double  their  fifts,  and  many  of 
them  ftruck  open-handed.  Their  attitudes  we  ret 
different  from  thofe  ufed  by  boxers  in  England : 


V 


C.  2.  M O 8 C O W,  Sll 

they  advanced  the  left  foot  and  fide,  ftretched 
the  left  arm  towards  the  adverfary  to  repel  his 
blows,  and  kept  the  right  arm  fwinging  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  other.  They  generally  ftruck 
in  a circular  diredtion  at  the  face  and  liead,  never 
attacked  the  breaft  or  fides,  and  feemed  to  have 
no  notion  of  aiming  a blow  directly  forwards. 
When  any  combatant  felled  his  antagonift  he 
was  declared  victor,  and  the  conteft  ceafech 
During  our  ftay  we  witneffed  about  twenty  fuc- 
ceffive  combats.  Some  of  the  men  were  of  vaft 
ftrength  ; but  their  mode  of  fighting  prevented 
mifchief;  nor  did  we  perceive  any  of  thofe  com 
tufions  and  fractures  in  which  boxing-matches  in 
England  frequently  terminate.  Both  parties 
were  highly  interefted  in  favour  of  their  refpec- 
tive  champions,  and  feemed  at  times  inclined  to 
enter  the  lifts  in  their  fupport;  but  the  fir  ft  ap- 
pearance of  difpute,  or  growing  heat,  was  check- 
ed by  the  count,  who  adted  as  mediator : a kind 
word,  or  even  a nod  from  him,  inftantly  com- 
pofed  all  differences,  When  he  appeared  defirous 
to  put  an  end  to  the  combats,  they  humbly  re- 
quefted  his  permifiion  to  honour  them  with  his 
prefence  a little  longer  ; upon  his  affent,  they 
bowed  their  heads  to  the  ground,  and  feemed  as 
pleafed  as  if  they  had  received  the  higheft  fa- 
vour. The  count  is  greatly  beloved  by  his  pea- 
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fants,  and  their  hern  countenances  melted  into 
the  moft  affectionate  foftnefs  at  his  approach. 

We  made  arr  agreeable  excurfion  to  Mikaulka, 
the  villa  of  count  Peter  Panin,  a Ruffian  noble- 
man of  the  firft  diftinction,  who  fignalized  him- 
felf  in  the  late  war  again  ft  the  Turks,  by  the  cap- 
ture of  Render,  and  more  recently  by  the  defeat 
of  the  rebel  Pugatchef.  The  villa  is  fituated  at 
the  diffcance  of  fix  miles  from  Mofcow,  in  the 
midft  of  a large  foreft.  The  count  originally 
purpofed  to  raife  a grand  edifice  of  brick,  after 
a defign  of  his  late  wife  ; but  on  her  death  aban- 
doned this  project,  and  contented  himfelf  with 
a comfortable  wooden  houfe  at  the  extremity  of 
his  grounds,  which  he  firft  erected  only  as  a tem- 
porary habitation.  His  offices,  ftables,  coach - 
houfes,  dog-kennels,  lodgings  for  huntfmen  and 
other  menial  fervants,  form  two  long  rows  of 
detached  wooden  buildings,  all  with  uniform 
fronts  neatly  painted.  The  grounds  are  agree- 
ably laid  out  in  the  ftyle  of  Englifh  parks,  with 
gentle  Hopes,  fpacious  lawns  of  the  fineft  ver- 
dure, fcattered  plantations,  and  a large  piece  of 
water  fringed  with  wood. 

We  could  not  avoid  feeling  extreme  fatisfac- 
tion  at  obferving  that  the  Englifh  ftyle  of  gar- 
dening had  penetrated  even  into  thefe  diftant  re- 
gions. The- Englifh  tafle,  indeed,  can  difplay 
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itfelf  in  this  country  to  great  advantage,  where 
the  parks  are  extend ve,  and  the  verdure,  during 
the  ihort  dimmer,  uncommonly  beautiful.  Molt 
of  the  Ruffian  nobles  have  gardeners  of  our  na- 
tion, and  refign  themfelves  implicitly  to  their  di- 
rection. The  count,  who  is  fond  of  country  di- 
ve rhons,  had  a pack  of  hounds  chiefly  of  the 
' Englifh  breed,  confifting  of  an  indifcriminate 
mixture  of  harriers,  flag  and  fox-hounds,  fe!e bl- 
ed without  regard  to  fize  or  fpecies.  With  this 
fame  pack  he  hunted  wolves,  deer,  foxes,  and 
hares.  He  poffeffed  like  wife  a fine  breed  of  Ruf- 
fian greyhounds,  in  high  efiimation  for  their, 
fwiftnefs:  they  are  fliaggy  and  wire-haired,  and 
fome  are  taller  than  the  largeft  breed  of  New- 


foundland dogs. 


The  count  entertained  us  with  a moft  fump- 
tuous  dinner:  we  were  particularly  ftruck  with 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  fruit  in  the  de- 
fert:  pines,  peaches,  apricots,  grapes,  pears,  cher- 
ries, which  can  rarely  in  this  country  be  obtain- 
ed without  the  affiltance  of  hot-houfes,  were 
ferved  in  the  greatefi  profufion  N There  was  a 


* Since  my  departure  from  Ruffia,  horticulture  has  been  confi- 
derably  improved.  According  to  Richter,  in  his  Sketch  of  Mof- 
cpw,  pines  are  reared  in  great  abundance  in  the  hot-houfes  about 
Mofcow,  and  may  be  purchafed  for  a ruble  apiece.  I am  alfo  in- 
formed, by  an  ingenious  Dutch  gentleman,  lately  arrived  from 
J^uffia,  that  in  the  country  hoitfe  of  Prince  Gallitzin,  he  faw  grapes 
pearly  ripe  in.  the  open  air, 
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delicious  fpecies  of  fmall  melon,  which  was  fent 
by  land  carriage  from  Aftracan  to  Mofcow, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  a thoufand  miles 
One  inftance  of  elegance  which  diftinguithcd  the 
defert,  and  had  a pleafing  effect,  muft  not  he 
omitted:  at  the  upper  and  lower  end  of  the  table 
were  placed  two  china  vafes  containing  cherry* 
trees  in  full  leaf,  and  fruit  hanging  on  the 
boughs,  which  was  gathered  by  the  company. 
We  ohferved  alfo  in  the  defert  a curious  fpecies 
of  apple,  which  is  not  uncommon  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mofcow  : it  is  fomewhat  larger  than 
a golden-pippen,  of  the  colour  and  tranfparency 
of  pale  amber,  and  has  an  exquifite  flavour ; 
the  Ruffians  call  it  Navlnich . The  tree  thrives 
in  the  open  air  without  particular  attention  to 
culture,  but  degenerates  in  other  countries ; the 
flips  and  feed,  planted  in  a foreign  foil,  have  hi- 
therto produced  only  a common  fort  of  apple, 
but  never  the  t.  rani  parent  fpecies. 

In  returning  from  Mikaulka  we  pafled  clofe  to 
the  villa  of  count  Razomoufki  Hetman  of  the 
Ukraine,  which  had  more  the  refemblance  of  a 
little  town  than  a count rv  lioufe.  It  confifled  of 

- • t f • %/  . , % . 

forty  or  fifty  buildings  of  different  fuses ; fome 
pf  brick,  others  of  wood  ; fome  painted,  and 

* Thefe  melons  fometimes  coft  five  pounds  apiece,  and  at  other 
times  they  may  be  purchafed  in  the  markets.  of  Mofcow  for  lefs  than 
half  a crown  apiece® 
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others  plain.  The  count  maintains  his  guard,  & 
numerous  train  of  retainers,  and  a large  band  of 
muficians.  The  Ruffian  nobles  difplay  a great 
degree  of  grandeur  and  magnificence  in  their 
houfes,  domefiics,  and  way  of  living.  Their 
palaces  at  and  near  Mofcow  are  ftupendous  piles 
qf  building,  and  I am  informed  fhat  their  m an- 
il o 11s,  at  a diftance  from  Mofcow  and  Peterf- 
burgh,  are  upon  a ftill  grander  fcale  * where  they 
refide  as  independent  princes,  like  the  feudal  ba- 
rons in  early  times,  have  their  feparate  courts  of 
juftice,  and  govern  their  vaffals  with  almoft  un- 
limited fway. 

I did  not  expebt  to  find  in  this  northern  cli- 
mate a kind  of  Vauxhall.  It  is  fituated  at  the 
furtheft  extremity  of  the  fuburbs  in  a fequeff 
tered  fpot,  which  has  more  the  appearance  of  the 
country  than  of  a town.  We  entered  by  a co- 
vered way  into  the  gardens,  which  were  fplen- 
didly  illuminated.  There  was  an  elegant  rotunda 
for  a promenade,  either  in  cold  or  rainy  weather, 
and  feveral  apartments  for  tea  or  fupper.  The 
entrance  money  was  four  fhillings.  The  pro- 
prietor is  an  Englifhman,  whofe  name  is  Mat- 
tocks. The  encouragement  he  met  with  from 
the  natives  on  this  occafion  enabled  him  to 
engage  in  conftmcfing,  at  a great  expence,  a 
brick  theatre,  and,  as  an  indemnification,  he  ob- 
tained from  the  emprefs  an  exclusive  patent  for 

all 
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all  plays  and  public  mafquerades,  during  ten 
years  from  the  time  of  its  completion. 

The  fmeft  view  of  Mofcow  is  from  an  emi- 
nence about  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town,  of 
which  I have  forgotten  the  Ruffian  name,  but  its 
fignification  in  Engllth  is  Sparrow-hill:  upon 
this  eminence  were  the  ruins  of  a large  palace 
built  by  Alexey  Michaelovitch.  Upon  our  re- 
turn we  flopped  at  Vafilioffki,  the  villa  of  prince 
Dolgorucki,  which  hands  upon  the  brow  of  the 
fame  hill.  Beneath  the  Mofkva,  which  is  here 
broader  than  ufual,  expands  into  a femicircle,  at 
fome  diftance;  and  the  vafl  city  of  Mofcow 
makes  afuperb  and  magnificent  appearance  : the 
lioufe  is  a large  wooden  building,  to  which  we 
afeended  by  three  terraffes.  The  prefent  pof- 
feffor  is  prince  Dolgorucki  Crimfki,  who  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  victories  over  the 
Turks  in  the  Crimea,  and  by  the  conqueft  of 
that  peninfula.  The  models  of  feveral  fortreffes 
which  he  befieged  and  took,  are  placed  in  the 
gardens,  among  which  I particularly  remarked 
thofe  of  Yenikale,  Kerfch,  and  Precop. 

In  traverfing  the  apartments,  the  various  re- 
verfes  of  fortune  which  befell  the  family  of  Dol- 
gorucki, occurred  forcibly  to  my  recollection ; 
efpecially  when  I furveyed  tire  portrait  of  the 
princefs  Catharine  Dolgorucki,  whofe  adven- 
tures, fo  pathetically  deferibed  by  Mrs.  VB 
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gor#,  afford  one  of  the  mod;  affecting  dories  in 
the  annals  of  hiftory.  That  unfortunate  prin- 
cefs,  torn  from  the  perfon  fire  loved,  was  be- 
trothed againft  her  inclination  to  the  emperor 
Peter  II.  On  his  deceafe  the  became  a momen- 
tary fovereign  ; but  was  almoft  as  inftantly  hur- 
ried from  the  palace  to  a dungeon,  where  die 
languifhed  during  the  whole  reign  of  the  emprefs 
Anne.  Being  releafed  upon  the  acceffion  of 
Elizabeth,  the  married  count  Bruce,  and  died 
without  ilfue. 


* Letters  from  Riiffiabya  Lady,. 
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Number  of  churches  in  Mofcow. — Their  outward  itrudlure.— In« 
terlor  divifions. — Worfhip  of  painted  images. — Defcription  of 
an  enormous  bell. — Principal  buildings  in  the  Kremlin.*— An- 
tient  palace. — Convent  of  Tfchudof. — Nunnery  of  ViefnovitlkoL 
--‘-Cathedral  of  St.  Michael. — Tombs  and  characters  of  the  Tzars* 

• — Genealogical  tables  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns. 

r|  MIE  places  of  divine  worfhip  at  Mofcow 
are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  exclufive 
of  chapels,  there  are  484*  public  churches,  of 
which  1 99  are  of  brick,  and  the  others  of  wood ; 
the  former  are  commonly  ftuccoed  or  white- 
walhed,  the  latter  painted  of  a red  colour. 

The  moft  antient  churches  are  generally  fquare 
buildings,  with  a cupola  and  four  fmall  domes  f, 
fome  of  copper  or  iron  gilt,  others  of  iron  tin- 
ned, either  plain  or  painted  green.  Thefe  cupo- 
las and  domes  are  for  the  moft  part  ornamented 
with  croffes  entwined  with  thin  chains  or  wires  : 


* According  tcHeym,  in  1793,  Mofcow  contained  22  convents, 
g cathedrals,  and  326  churches. 

f The  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  fometimes  called  the  Church 
of  Jerufalem,  which  hands  in  the  Khitaigorod,  clofe  to  the  gate 
leading  into  the  Kremlin,  has  a kind  of  high  fteeple  and  nine  or 
ten  domes  : it  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  An 
engraving  of  that,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  more  antient  churches, 
may  be  feen  in  Olearius  and  Le  Brun'js  Travels. 
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each  crofs  has  two  tranfverfe  bars*,  the  upper 
horizontal,  the  lower  inclining,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  many  Ruffians,  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  form  of  the  real  crofs,  and  that  our 
Saviour  was  nailed  to  it  with  his  arms  in  a hori- 
zontal pofition,  and  one  of  the  legs  higher  than 
the  other.  I frequently  obferved  a crefeent  under 
the  lower  bar,  the  meaning  of  which  no  one 
could  explain 

The  infide  of  the  church  is  moftlv  comnofedof 

JL 

three  parts ; that  called  by  the  Greeks  ? rgov&os,  by 
the  Ruffians  Trapeza  ; the  body  ; and  the  fane- 
tu ary  or  fhrine. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  are  frequently  four 
fquare  and  maffive  piers,  which  fupport  the  cu- 
pola : thefe  piers,  as  well  as  the  walls  and  cieh 
Jugs,  are  painted  with  numerous  reprefentations 
of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  different 
faints.  Many  of  the  figures  are  enormoufly 

* I am  here  deferibing  the  molt  antient  churches  5 the  modern 
erodes  over  thofe  of  St.  Peterfburgh  are  moftly  flngle. 

f Dr.  King  ingenioufly  accounts  for  the  crefeent.  “ Some 
churches  have  a crefeent  under  the  crofs  5 for  when  the  Tartars,  to 
whom  Mufcovy  was  fubjected  two  hundred  years,  converted  any 
of  the  churches  into  mofques  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  religion,  they 
fixed  the  crefeent,  the  badge  of  Mahometanifm,  upon  them  : and 
when  the  grand-duke  Ivan  Bafilovitch  had  delivered  his  country 
from  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  reflored  thofe  edifices  to  the  Chriftian 
worfnip,  he  left  the  crefeent  remaining,  and  planted  a crofs  upon  It 
as  a mark  of  its  victory  over  its  enemy.”  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of 
fhe  Greek  Church,  p, 
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large,  and  executed  in  the  rudeft  maimer ; fome 
are  daubed  upon  the  bare  walls ; others  upon 
large  maffive  plates  of  filver  or  brafs,  or  enclofed 
in  frames  of  thofe  metals.  The  head  of  each 
figure  is  invariably  decked  with  a glory,  which 
is  a maffy  femi circle,  refembling  an  horfe-fhoe, 
of  brafs,  filver,  or  gold,  and  fometimes  compofed 
almoft  entirely  of  pearls  and  precious  ftones. 
Some  of  the  favourite  faints  are  adorned  with 
filken  drapery  faftened  to  the  walls,  and  ftudded 
with  jewels ; fome  are  painted  upon  a gold 
ground,  and  others  are  wholly  gilded  but  the  face 
and  hands.  Towards  the  extremity  of  the  body 
of  the  church  is  a flight  of  heps  leading  to  the 
lh ri ne ; and  between  thele  Heps  and  the  fhrine  is 
ufualiy  a platform,  upon  which  the  officiating 
minifter  hands  and  performs  part  of  the  fervice.  * 
The  fhrine  or  fan  chi  ary  is  divided  from  the 
bod}7  of  the  church  by  the  InconoJIas,  or  fkrecn, 
generally  the  part  the  in  oft  richly  ornamented, 
and  on  which  the  moil  holy  pictures  are  painted 
or  hung*.  In  its  centre  are  the  folding,  called 
the  holy,  royal,  or  beautiful  doors,  which  lead  to 

* ((  On  the  north  fide  of  the  royal  doors  the  pidhire  of  the  Virgin 
is  always  placed,  and  that  of  Jefus  on  the  fouth  5 next  to  which  is 
that  of  the  faint  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated  ; the  fituation  of 
the  reft  is  indifferent.  Candles  or  lamps  are  ufualiy  fufpended  be- 
fore the  images  cf  Jefus  and  the  Virgin, , and  feveral  others,  and 
fometimes  kept  perpetually  burning.”  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek 
church,  p.  z ,)  \ to  which  book  I would  refer  the  reader. 
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the  fhrine,  within  which  is  the  holy  table,  as 
Dr.  King  well  defcribes  it,  “ with  four  fin  a 11  co- 
cc  lum ns  to  fupport  a canopy  over  it:  from 
“ which  a peri /hr  ion,  or  dove,  is  fufpended,  as 
“ a fymhol  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  upon  the  holy 
“ table  the  crofs  is  always  laicl^  and  the  Gofpel, 
“ and  the  pyxis,  or  box,  in  which  apart  of  the 
“ confecrated  elements  is  preferred,  for  vifiting 
■c  the  fick  or  other  purpofes#f’ 

It  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  rein 
gion  to  admit  a carved  image  within  the 
churches,  in  conformity  to  the  prohibition  in 
Scripture,  “ Thou  fh alt  not  make  to  thyfelf  a 
“ graven  image,'’  &c.  By  not  confidering,  the 
prohibition  as  extending  to  reprefentations  by 
painting,  the  Greek  canonifts,  while  they  fob* 
low  the  letter,  depart  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
commandment,  which  pofitively  forbids  us  to 
worlhip  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  under  whatever 
form,  or  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  deli- 
neated. 

Over  the  door  of  each  church  is  the  portrait 
of  the  patron  faint,  to  which  the  common  peo- 
ple pay  homage  as  they  pals,  by  taking  oh  their 
hats,  croffmg  themfelves,  and  occafionally  touch- 
ing the  ground  with  their  heads;  a ceremony 
which  1 often  faw  them  repeat  nine  or  ten  times, 
in  fuccefhon. 

' 'i  ■ • s 1 

* King  on  the  Greek  church,  p.  z6, 
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Before  I clofe  the  general  defcription  of  the 
Ruffian  churches,  I muft  not  forget  their  bells, 
which  form,  I may  almoft  fay,  no  inconfidera- 
ble  part  of  divine  worfhip;  as  the  length  or 
ihortnefs  of  their  appeals  afcertains  the  greater 
pr  leffer  fancfity  of  the  day.  They  are  hung  in 
belfreys  detached  from  the  church,  and  do  not 
fwing  like  our  bells,  but  are  fixed  immoveably 
to  the  beams ; are  rung  by  a rope  tied  to  the 
clapper,  and  pulled  fideways.  Some  of  thefe 
bells  are  of  a ftupendous  fize  : one  in  the  belfrey 

V • 

of  St.  Ivan’s  churcK  weighs  355  \ Ruffian  poods, 
or  127,836  Englifh  pounds.  It  has  always  been 
efleemed  a meritorious  aft  of  religion  to  prefent 
a church  with  bells,  and  the  piety  of  the  donor 
has  been  meafured  by  their  magnitude.  Ac^ 
cording  to  this  mode  of  eftimation,  Boris  Go- 
dun  of,  who  gave  a bell  of  288,000  pounds  to 
the  cathedral  of  Mofcow,  was  the  moft  pious 
* fovereign  of  Ruflia,  until  he  was  furpalfed  by 

• | . i ( j * ' 

the  emprefs  Anne,  at  whofe  expence  a bell  was 
caft,  weighing  432,000  pounds,  which  exceeds 
in  bignefs  every  bell  in  the  known  world.  The 
fize  is  fo  enormous,  that  I could  fcarcely  have 
credited  the  account  of  its  magnitude  had  I not 
myfelf  afcertained  the  dimenfions.  The  height 
is  nineteen  feet,  circumference  at  the  bottom 
fixty-three  feet  eleven  inches,  greateft  thicknefs 

twenty- 
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twenty-three  inches*.  The  beam  which  this 
«/ 

vaft  machine  was  faftened,  being  accidentally 
burnt,  the  bell  fell  down,  and  a fragment  was 
broken  off  towards  the  bottom,  which  left  an 
aperture  large  enough  to  admit  two  perfons  a- 
bread  without  (looping. 

Our  inn  being  clofe  to  the  walk  of  Kremlin, 
I had  frequent  opportunities  of  examining  the 
principal  buildings. 

The  palace,  inhabited  by  the  antient  tzars, 
(lands  at  the  extremity  of  the  Kremlin.  Part  of 
this  palace  is  old,  and  continues  in  the  fame 
date  in  which  it  was  built  under  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
vitch  I.  The  remainder  has  been  fucceffively 
added  at  different  intervals  without  any  plan, 
and  in  various  ftyles  of  architecture,  which  has 
produced  a motley  pile  of  building,  remarkable 
for  its  incongruity.  The  top  is  thickly  fet  with 
numerous  little  gilded  fpires  and  globes  ; and  a 
large  portion  of  the  front  is  decorated  with  the 
arms  of  all  the  provinces  which  compofe  the 
Ruffian  empire.  The  apartments  are  in  general 
exceedingly  final!,  excepting  one  (ingle  room, 
called  the  council-chamber,  in  which  the  an- 
tient tzars  ufecl  to  give  audience  to  foreign  cm- 
baffadors,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly  de- 
feribed  by  feveral  Englifh  travellers,  who  vifited 
Mofcow  before  the  Imperial  refidence  was  trank 


* Mr.  Han  way,  in  his  Travels,  has  given  an  accurate  deferip- 
tion  and  engraving  of  this  bell. 
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ferred  to  Peterfburgh.  The  room  is  large  and 
vaulted,  and  has  in  the  centre  an  enormous  pillar 
of  ftone,  which  fupports  the  cieling#. 

This  palace,  in  which  the  tzars  formerly  held 
their  courts  in  all  the  fplendour  of  Eaftern  pomp, 
was  once  efleemed  by  the  natives  an  edifice  of 

K> 

unparalleled  magnificence : fince  the  modern  im- 
provements in  archite<5ture,  it  is  far  furpafTed  by 
the  ordinary  manfions  of  the  nobility,  and  by  nq 
means  calculated  even  for  the  temporary  resi- 
dence of  the  fovereign  j\ 

In  this  palace  Peter  the  Great  was  born  in 
1672;  an  event  here  mentioned,  not  only  be-r 
caufe  it  is  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  this  coun- 
try ; but  becaufe  the  Ruffians  themfelves  were, 
till  lately,  unacquainted  with  the  birth-place  of 
their  favourite  hero.  That  honour  was  ufually 
afcribed  to  Columna,  which,  on  that  fuppofi- 
tion,  has  been  profanely  ftyled  the  Bethlehem  of 
Ruffia ; but  the  judicious  Muller  has  unquef- 
tionably  proved,  that  the  Imperial  palace  of 
Mofcow  was  the  place  of  Petefs  nativity I 
was  greatly  difappointed  that  we  could  not  view 

* “ The  roof  of  the  audience-chamber  was  arched  and  fup- 
ported  by  a great  pillar  in  the  middle.”  Lord  Carlifle’s  Embafiy, 
p.  14Q.  In  the  feait  which  Alexey  Mich^elovitch  gave  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  this  great  pillar  was  adorned  with  a wonderful  variety  of 
gold  and  filver  vefiels,  p.  252. 

f The  emperor  Paul  ordered  this  venerable  feat  of  the  Ruffian 
monarchs  to  be  reftored  and  fitted  up  as  a manfion  foi  himfelf  and 

his  family. 

J See  Journ.  St.  Pet. 
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that  part  of  the  palace  called  the  treafury.  The 
keeper  being  lately  dead,  the  door  was  fealed  up, 
and  could  not  be  opened  until  a fucceffor  was 
appointed.  Befide  the  crown,  jewels,  and  royal 
robes,  ufed  at  the  coronation  of  the  fovereign, 
this  repofttory  contains  feveral  curiofities  which 
relate  to  and  illuftrate  the  hiftory  of  this  country. 

There  are  two  convents  in  the  Kremlin  * one 
a nunnery,  and  the  other  a monaftety  for  men, 
called  Tchudof.  It  is  well  known  in  the  Ruffian 
hiftory  as  the  place  in  which  the  tzar  Vaflili 
Shuifki  was  confined  (1610)  after  his  depofttion^ 
and  from  whence  he  was  conveyed  into  Poland ; 
where  he  only  exchanged  one  prifon  for  another 
ftill  more  difmal,  and  fell  a vidtim  to  his  own 
difappointment  and  chagrin,  as  well  as  to  the 
ill-treatment  of  the  Poles.  We  are  naturally  led 
to  compaflionate  the  fate  of  a depofed  monarch, 
who  dragged  on  a miferable  exiftence  amidft  the 
horrors  of  perpetual  imprifonment ; but  the 
black  ingratitude  of  V aftili  Shuifki  towards  De- 
metrius, his  fovereign  and  benefactor,  almoft 
extino'uifhes  our  fenfe  of  his  calamities.  For 

O 

even  if  the  perfon  who  affumed  the  name  of 
Demetrius  was  an  impoftor,  Shuifki,  when  con- 
demned for  high-treafon  to  an  ignominious 
death,  was  indebted  to  him  for  his  pardon ; an, 
act  of  clemency  ill  requited  by  the  depofttion 
and  murder  of  his  benefaCtor 


* See  Chap.  7. 
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The  nunnery,  called  Viefnovitfkoi,  was  found- 
ed in  1393  by  Eudoxia,  wife  of  the  great-duke 
Dmitri  Ivanovitch  Doniki,  who  was  eanonifed 
and  interred  under  the  altar.  The  ahbefs  po- 
litely accompanied  us  over  the  convent,  and 
pointed  out  every  object  worthy  of  attention. 
She  firft;  conducted  us  to  the  principal  chapel, 
which  contains  the  tombs  of  fevcral  tzarinas  and 
princeffes  of  the  Imperial  family.  The  tombs 
referable  (tone- coffins  laid  on  the  floor,  and  rang- 
ed in  rows*  fome  were  inclofed  with  brafs,  and 
others  with  iron  b all  u (trades,  but  the  greater 
number  had  no  diffraction  of  this  fort.  Each 
fepulchre  was  covered  with  a pall  of  crimfon  or 
black  velvet,  ornamented  with  an  embroidered 
crofs,  and  edged  with  a border  of  gold  and  filver 
lace;  overthefe,  on  great  feftivals,  are  laid  other 
coverings  of  gold  and  filver  tilfne,  richly  ftudded 
with  pearls  and  precious  Hones.  The  abbefs 
obligingly  prefented  me  with  a MS.  Ruffian  ac- 
count of  the  princeffes  interred  in  the  church. 
Having  examined  thefe  repofitories  of  the  dead, 
and  furveyed  the  rich  veftments  of  the  pfiefts, 
and  the  figures  of  various  faints  painted  on  the 
walls,  the  abbefs  invited  us  to  her  apartment. 
She  led  the  way,  and  at  the  top  of  the  it  airs,  as 
we  entered  the  anti- chamber,  (truck  the  floor  twro  , 
or  three  blows  with  her  ivory-handled  cane ; 
when  a chorus  of  twenty  nuns  received  us 
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with  hymns,  which  they  continued  finging  as 
long  as  we  ftaid  ; the  melody  was  not  unpleafing. 
In  an  adjoining  room  tea  was  ferved  to  the  com- 
pany, and  a table  was  plentifully  fpread  with 
pickled  herrings,  flices  of  fait  fifli,  clieefe,  bread, 
butter,  and  cakes ; champagne  and  liqueurs 
were  prefented  by  the  abbefs  herfelf.  After  par- 
taking of  thefe  refreihinents,  we  attended  the  ab- 
befs through  the  apartments  of  the  nuns,  many 
of  whom  were  employed  in  embroidering  facer- 
dotal  habits  for  the  archbifhop  of  Mofcow,  and 
then  took  our  leave. 

The  nuns  wore  a long  robe  of  black  huff, 
black  veils,  black  forehead -cloth,  and  black 
wrappers  under  the  chin ; the  abbefs  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a robe  of  black  filk.  Meat  is  pro- 

, j 

hibited,  and  the  nuns  live  chiefly  upon  fifh,  eggs, 
and  vegetables.  In  other  refpe6ts  the  order  is 
not  rigid,  and  they  are  allowed  to  pay  occafiona! 
vifits  in  the  town. 

I have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
great  number  of  churches  contained  in  this  city. 
The  Kremlin  is  not  without  its  fhare  ; in  a final! 
compafs  I counted  eight  almoft  contiguous  to 
each  other.  Two  of  thefe  churches,  St.  Mi- 
chael's, and  the  Affumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
are  remarkable  ; the  one  being  the  place  where 
the  fovereigns  were  formerly  interred,  and 
the  other  where  they  are  crowned.  Thefe  edi- 
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fees  are  both  in  the  fame  Ryle  “of  architecture  ; 
and  were  probably  conftruCied  by  Solario  of 
Milan,  who  built  the  walls  of  the  Kremlin. 
Though  the  architect  was  obliged  to  conform 
his  plan  to  the  ftyle  of  ecclefiaftical  buildings 
which  prevailed  in  Ruffia;  yet  their  exterior  form 
is  not  inelegant,  although  it  is  an  oblong  fquare, 
and  too  high  in  proportion  to  the  breadth. 

In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael  I viewed  the 
tombs  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns.  The  bodies 
are  not,  as  with  us,  depofited  in  vaults,  or  be- 
neath the  pavement,  but  are  entombed  in  railed 
fepulchres,  moltly  of  brick,  in  the  drape  of  a 
coffin,  and  about  two  feet  in  height.  When  I 
vilited  the  cathedral,  the  mo  ft  antient  were  co- 
vered with  palls  of  red  cloth,  others  of  red  velvet, 
and  that  of  Peter  II.  with  gold  tilfue*,  bordered 
with  filver  fringe  and  ermine.  Each  tomb  has 
at  its  lower  extremity  a final!  filver  plate,  bearing 
the  name  of  the  deceafed  fovereign,  with  the 
mra  of  his  death. 

From  the  time  that  Mofcow  became  the  Im- 
perial refidence  to  the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, all  the  tzars  have  been  interred  in  this  ca- 
thedral; excepting  Boris  Godunof,  whofe  re- 
mains are  depolited  in  the  convent  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  f ; the  tzar,  under  the  name  of  Deme- 

* On  great  felHvals  all  the  fepulchres  are  covered  with  rich  palls 
of  gold  or  filver  brocade,  Itudded  with  pearls  and  jewels, 
f See  Chap.  6. 
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trius*,  who  was  deftroyed  in  a tumult,  and  Vaf- 
fill  Shuifki,  who  died  in  captivity  at  Warfaw. 

The  tomb  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  juftly  efteem- 
ed  the  founder  of  Ruffian  greatnefs,  claimed  my 
principal  attention.  At  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  in  1462,  Ptuflia  formed  a collection  of 
petty  principalities  engaged  in  perpetual  wars 
with  each  other,  fome  nominally  fubject  to  the 
great-duke  of  Mofcow,  and  all,  with  that  mo- 
narch himfelf,  tributary  to  the  Tartars  Ivan 
in  the  courfe  of  a long  and  profperous  reign,  gave 
a new  afpeCt  to  the  Ruffian  affairs  : he  annexed 
to  his  dominions  the  duchies  of  Tver  and  other 
neighbouring  principalities,  fubdued  Novogo- 
rod,  and,  what  was  Trill  more  glorious  and  be- 
neficial,  he  refcued  this  country  from  the  Tartar 
yoke,  and  refufed  the  payment  of  the  ignomi- 
nious tribute  exacted  from  his  predeceffors.  He 
had  no  fooner  delivered  Ruffia  from  this  depen- 
dence, than  his  alliance  was  courted  by  many 

* See  Chap.  7. 

■f  The  lervitude  of  the  great-duke  will  appear  from  a pafibge  hi 
Cromer,  the  Polifh  hiltorian.  “ Whenever  the  Tartar  embaiTadors 
were  fent  to  Mofcow  in  order  to  collect  the  accuftomed  tribute,  the 
great-duke  ufed  to  meet  them,  and  offer,  as  a mark  of  his  refpedf 
a cup  of  mare’s  milk;  and  if  a drop  chanced  to  fall  upon  the  mane 
of  the  horfe  on  which  the  Tartar  ernbaffador  was  fitting,  lie  would 
himfelf  lick  it  up.  When  they  reached  the  hall  of  audience,  the 
embaiTadors  read  the  khan’s  letter,  feated  upon  a carpet  of  the 
choiceft  furs,  while  the  great-duke  with  his  nobles  knelt,  and  lif- 
tened  in  refpebtful  hlence.”  Cromer,  L.  29.  p.647. 
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European  fovereigns  ; and  during  his  reign  Mof- 
cow law,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  embaffadors  from  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  the  pope,  the  grand-fignor, 
the  kings  of  Poland  and  Denmark,  and  the  re- 
public of  Venice. 

The  talents  of  this  able  monarch  were  not  con- 
fined to  military  atchievements : Ruffia  was  in- 
debted to  him  for  the  improvement  of  her  com- 
merce, and  for  opening  a more  ready  communi- 
cation with  the  European  nations.  Under  his 
aufpices,  the  knowledge  of  gunpowder  and  the 
art  of  railing  cannon  were  iirft  brought  into  Ruf* 
fia  by  Ariltotle  of  Bologna*.  lie  employed  the 
fame  artiilf,  as  well  as  other  foreigners,  to  recoin 
the  Ruffian  money,  hitherto  disfigured  by  Tartar 
inferiptions  ; he  engaged,  at  a vaft  expencey 
Italian  artiils  to  enclofe  the  Kremlins  of  Mofcow 
and  Novogorod  with  walls  of  brick,  and  to  eredl 
feveral  churches  and  other  public  ftruefures  with 
the  fame  materials  For  his  various  civil  and 
military  fervices  he  defervedly  acquired  the  name 
of  Great . Ivan  is  deferibed  as  a perfon  of 
gigantic  ftature,  and  ferocious  afpe6t.  His  man- 
ners and  deportment,  ftrongly  infeefed  with  the 
barbarifm  of  his  age  and  country,  were  fome- 

Bachmeifter’s  Effai  fur  la  Bib.  de  Peterf.  p.  28. 

T Poffevinus. 

X A vaft  effort  in  thofe  barbarous  times,  and  which  deferves  to 
be  mentioned,  becaufe  at  his  accefiion  to  the  throne  almoft  all  the 
buildings  of  Mofcow  were  of  wood* 
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what  foftened  and  poliflicd  by  the  example  of  his 
fecond  wife  Sophia  * ; a Grecian  princefs  of  c o li- 
ft mm  i ate  beauty  and  winning  addrefs,  who  to 
all  the  fofter  graces  of  her  fex  added  a manly 
fpirit ; and  who,  while  fhe  infufed  into  her  huf- 
band  a tafte  for  the  arts  of  peace,  animated  him 
to  thofe  glorious  enterprizes  which  tended  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  country. 

Ivan  the  Great  died  in  1305,  in  the  67th  year 
of  his  age:  on  each  fide  of  his  remains  are  depo- 
sited thofe  of  his  father  Vafili  Yaffil ievitch,  fur- 
named  The  Blind  j';  and  of  his  fon  Yaffil i Iva- 
novitch,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  throne,  and 
expired  in  1533. 

In  a fmall  chapel  adjoining  to  thefe  tombs,  is 

* Sophia  was  daughter  of  Thomas  Palseologus,  brother  of  Con- 
itantine  the  laft  Grecian  emperor,  who  loit  his  life  when  Conflanti- 
nople  was  taken  by  the  Turks  in  1433.  Soon  after  that  event  So- 
phia repaired  to  Rome  with  her  father,  where,  they  lived  under  the 
protection  of  the  pope,  who  is  faid  to  have  negotiated  her  marriage 
with  the  great-duke,  and  even  to  have  bellowed  her  portion,  in 
hopes  of  procuring,  through  her  influence,  great  advantages  to  the 
Roman  catholic  religion  in  Raffia.  But  thefe  hopes  were  f uflrat- 
ed;  for  Sophia,  on  her  marriage,  in  1482,  embraced  the  Greek 
religion.  She  encouraged  her  hufband  in  fhaking  off  the  Tartar 
yoke,  and  probably  abided  him  in  procuring  the  ableb  architects 
from  Italy.  See  Herberftein,  in  Rer.  Mof.  Comm.  p.  7.  alfoPau. 
Jovii  De  Leg.  Mof. — Ibid,  p 129. 

f He  received  the  appellation  of  The  Blind,  becaufe  his  eyes  had 
been  put  out  by  order  of  his  uncle  who,  having  formerly  depoftd 
him,  praCtifed  this  cruel  expedient  to difqualify  him  from  re-afeend 

ing  the  throne.  He  was  afterwards,  however,  reinltafed  in  the  fo- 
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vereignty  by  the  affection  of  his  fubjedts. 


V 


TRAVELS  I 1ST  RUSSIA. 


is.  $. 


the  fepulchre  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. # fon  and 
fuc'ceffor  of  Yaffil  i Ivanovitch.  This  fovereign 
Is  branded  by  many  writers  with  the  name  of 
tyrant , and  reprefented  as  the  moft  odious  mon- 
iter  that  ever  difgraced  human  nature.  In  de- 
lineating, however,  his  general  eharadler,  they 
are  fometimes  guilty  of  falfehoodf,  and  often  of 
exaggeration,  and  feem  totally  to  forget  many 
great  qualities  which  he  certainly  polfeifed. 
Though  we  fhould  not  give  implicit  credit  to 
many  idle  reports  of  his  favagenefs  and  inhuma- 
nity ; yet  it  would  be  equally  abfurd,  and  con- 
trary to  hiftory  evidence,  to  deny  or  attempt  to 

* Called,  by  the  Englifh  writers,  John  Bafilovitz. 

J-  Thus  fome  writers  affert,  that  when  he  walked  out,  or  made  a 
pro^refs  through  his  dominions,  if  he  met  any  one  whole  mien  dif- 
pleafed  him,  he  would  command  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  or  do  it 
himfelf.  Others  as  abfurdly  relate,  that  he  would  order  bears  to  be 
letloofe  upon  a crowd  of  people  affembled  in  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow, 
and  diverted  himfelf  with  theories  and  agonies  of  the  perfons  de* 
voured  by  thofe  ferocious  animals.  Oiearius  informs  us,  that  Ivan 
wantonly  commanded  the  eyes  of  the  architect,  who  built  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Mofcow,  to  be  put  out,  that  he 
might  never  conftru6t  any  building  of  fuperior  beauty.  Thefe  in- 
credible tales  confute  themfelvesj  but  the  following  charge  we  are/ 
able  to  contradid  from  our  own  hiftory.  Ivan  is  faid  to  have  or- 
dered the  hat  of  the  Englifh  embaflador,  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  to  be 
nailed  to  his  head,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  take  it  off  in  his  pre- 
fence. This  report  was  occafioned  by  the  exaggerated  account 
of  a mifunderlbanding  between  the  tzar  and  Sir  Jerome  Bowes, 
which  is  related  in  the  embaffador’s  dif pat ches.-  Hackluyt’s  Col- 
iedion  of  Voyages,  v.  I.  p.  460,  &c. 
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apologife  formany  cruelties # actually  committed 
by  this  monarch,  who,  like  Peter  the  Great,  did 
not  reckon  clemency  among  the  number  of  his 
virtues. 

But  while  we  regard  the  ferocity  of  his  tem^ 
per  with  abhorrence,  we  cannot  refufe  the  tribute 
of  admiration  to  his  political  character.  lie 
railed  the  fuperftrudture  of  the  Ruffian  grandeur, 
of  which  his  grandfather  laid  the  foundation. 
Inftead  of  a defultory  militia,  collected  in  hafte, 
and  always  impatient  to  dilhand,  he  inftituted  a 
handing  army  ; he  abolilhed  the  ufe -of  the  bow, 
hitherto  the  principal  weapon  among  the  Ruf- 
fians ; he  trained  them  to  file-arms,  and  intro- 
duced a more  regular  difcipline.  By  means  of 
this  formidable  body,  he  extended  his  dominions 
on  all  fides,  conquered  the  kingdoms  of  Cafan 
and  Aftracan,  and  rendered  the  Ruffian  name 
refpediable  to  the  diflant  powers  of  Europe.  He 
gave  to  his  fubjedls  the  firft  code  of  written  laws  ; 
he  invited  foreign  artifts  f to  Mofcow,  intro- 
duced printing  into  Ruffia,  promoted  commerce, 

* Inftances  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  6th  Chap,  of  this 
Book,  and  the  2d  of  Book  4. 

f Above  three  hundred  artifts  of  all  profefiions,  namely,  painters, 
fculptors,  arcbitefts,  watch-makers,  bell-founders,  miners,  ar- 
mourers, flationers,  mafons,  See.  have  already  arrived  at  Lubec  in 
their  way  to  Mofcow,  but  were  prevented  from  proceeding  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lubec,  and  the  natives  of  Livonia. 
See  Bachmeifter’s  Eftai  fur  ia  Bib.  Sc c.  p.  32. 
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and  regulated  the  duties  of  export  and  import  ; 
he  permitted  Englilh  merchants  to  eftablilh  fac- 
tories within  his  dominions,  and,  with  a libera- 
lity not  always  praCrifed  by  more  enlightened  f> 
vereigns,  granted  to  them  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion  * he  had  even  formed  the  defign, 
which  death  alone  prevented,  of  inftituting  va- 
rious feminaries  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Latin 
and  German  languages. 

Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  died  in  1584,  in  an  agony 
of  grief  at  the  death  of  his  eldefl  foil  Ivan,  whofe 
remains  are  placed  contiguous  to  thofe  of  his 
father.  Hiflorians  have  recorded,  that  this 
prince  received  his  death  from  the  perfon  to 
whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  life,  by  an  unfor- 
tunate blow  on  the  temple.  The  enemies  of  the 
tzar  imputed  this  melancholy  cataftrophe  to  de- 
fign ; while  his  apologiils  ftrenuoufly  laboured  to 
reprefen t it  as  merely  accidental.  On  weighing 
thefe  difcordant  accounts  with  impartiality,  it 
appears,  that  the  blow  was  either  cafual,  or,  if 
defigned  to  chaffize,  not  intended  to  be  fatal. 

Feodor,  the  fecond  fon  and  fucceffor  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  1J.  is  interred  in  the  fame  chapel; 
a prince  of  fuch  weak  intellects  and  notorious  in- 
capacity, as  to  be  a mere  phantom  of  fovereignty, 
and  entirely  under  the  direftion  of  his  brother- 
in-law  Boris  Godunof.  Feodor  afcended  the 
throne  in  1584,  and  expired  in  1598:  in  him 
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ended  tlie  male  line  of  the  fovereigns  of  the 
lioufe  of  Ruric#,  a family  which  governed  Ruf- 
fia  for  a period  of  more  than  feven  centuries. 

Among  the  tombs  in  this  church,  the  moft  re? 
markable  is  that  which  contains  the  body  of  a 
child,  fuppofed  by  the  Ruffians  to  be  the  third 
fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  who  is  faid  to  have 
been  affaffinated  at  Vglitz,  in  the  ninth  year  of 
his  age,  by  order  of  Boris  Godunof.  This  tomb, 
which  is  more  diftinguilhed  than  thofe  of  the 
Ruffian  fovereigns,  is  of  brafs,  and  highly  orna- 
mented. The  child  is  claffied  amono*  the  faints 
of  the  Ruffian  calendar,  and,  according  to  the 
legends  of  the  church,  his  body  is  faid  to  have 
performed  miracles,  and  is  believed  by  the  cre- 
dulous to  remain  uncorrupted.  The  top  of  the 
fepulchre  is  frequently  uncovered,  and,  during 
divine  fervice  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Alexander 
Nevfki,  I obferved  feveral  Ruffians  killing  the 
infide  with  great  marks  of  devotion.  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  affaffination  at  Vglitz,  and  the  ad- 
ventures of  the  real  or  pretended  Demetrius,  re- 
quire a feparate  narrative  f , 

The  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Rom  an  of  are 
interred  in  the  body  of  the  church:  their  tombs 
are  placed  on  each  fide  between  the  maffiy  piers 
which  fupport  the  roof. 

* Unlefs  Demetrius  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  II. 

_ f See  Chapter  7. 
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The  firft  of  this  illuftrious  line  is  Michael 
Feodorovitch  ; whofe  elefition  in  1 6 1 3 put  a final 
period  to  a long  fcene  of  civil  bloodthed,  and 
reftored  tranquillity  to  his  di  fir  acted  country. 
He  owed  his  elevation  to  his  high  rank  and 
princely  defcent ; but  more  particularly  to  the 
virtues,  abilities,  and  popularity  of  his  father 
Philaretes.  Ladifiaus,  prince  of  Poland,  having 
received  a tender  of  the  crown,  from  a body  of 
Ruffian  nobles,  aifumed  the  title  of  tzar,  and 
eftablithed  a garrifon  at  Mofcow:  foon  after- 
wards a powerful  party,  averfe  to  the  ’govern- 
ment of  a foreigner,  expelled  the  Poles  from  the 
capital,  and  unanimoufly  advanced  Michael  to 
the  throne,  though  fcarcely  feventeen  years  of 
age.  It  is  Angular,  that  he  was  raided  to  this 
high  fiation,  not  only  without  his  knowledge, 
but  even  in  repugnance  to  his  own  inclination. 
When  the  deputies  from  Mofcow  arrived  at  Cof- 
troma,  where  he  refided  wTith  his  mother,  and 
acquainted  him  with  his  election,  Michael,  re- 
collefiting  the  dreadful  cataftrophes  which  had 
befallen  all  the  tzars  fince  the  demife  of  Feodor 
Ivanovitch,  and  reflecting  on  the  d i ft ra filed  fitate 
of  Ruffia,  burft  into  tears,  and  declined  a crown, 
which  feexned  to  entail  deftrufition  upon  thofe 
who  had  ventured  to  wear  it*.  Overcome,  how- 

* See  Bufching’s  Account  of  the  Election  of  Michael.  Hift. 
M»  II*  p-  403. 
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ever,  by  the  importunities  of  the  deputies,  and 
dazzled  with  the  fplendour  of  royalty,  Michael 
at  length  yielded  to  the  wifhes  of  his  country, 
and  repairing  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  was 
crowned  with  theufual  folemnities.  Though  he 
afcended  the  throne  with  reludlance,  he  filled  it 
with  dignity,  and  found  a protection  from  thofe 
difafters  which  overwhelmed  his  immediate  pre- 
deceffors,  in  his  own  difcretion,  in  the  wife  conn- 
fels  of  his  father,  and  in  the  affection  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  Michael  died  in  1645,  after  a profperous 
reign  of  23  years. 

AlexCy  Michaelovitch  his  fon,  whofe  allies 
are  contiguous  to  his  remains,  is  chiefly  known 
by  foreigners  as  the  father  of  Peter  the  Great; 
but  he  deferves  likewife  our  attention  for  his 
own  public  virtues,  and  for  many  falutary  infli- 
tutions.  He  revifed,  amended,  and  new-model- 
ed the  code  of  laws  compiled  by  Ivan  VafTilie- 
vitch  II. ; he  introduced  a more  regular  difci- 
pline  into  the  army,  and  invited  * foreign  officers 
into  his  fervice ; he  procured  from  Amfterd.am 
flip-builders,  whom  he  employed  in  conftruci- 
irig  veffels  for  the  navigation  of  the  Cafpian  Sea: 
in  a word,  he  traced  the  great  outlines  of  thofe 

i 
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* Mayerberg  fays,  among  the  foreign  officers  in  the  fervice  of 
Alexey  Michaelovitch,  were  two  generals,  two  field-marlhals,  more 
than  a hundred  colonels,  majors,  captains,  lieutenants,  and  enfigns 
in  proportion. 
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regulations,  which  were  afterwards  improved  and 
enlarged  by  the  Vaft  genius  of  his  fon  Peter  the 
Great.  Alexey  deceafed  in  1676,  in  the  32d 
year  of  his  reign,  and  the  49th  of  his  age. 

Oppofite  to  the  fcpulchre  of  Alexey  are  thofe 
of  his  fons  Feodor  and  Ivan.  Feodor,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  throne,  is  defcribed  by 
Voltaire  and  others  as  a prince  who  pofTeffed  a 
vigorous  mind  in  a weak  frame,  and  wliofe  ad- 
miniftration  was  dignified  with  many  ufeful  and 
glorious  regulations.  But  incapacity,  no  lefs 
than  ill-health,  difqualified  him  from  conduct- 
ing the  affairs  of  government ; he  refigned  him- 
felf  to  the  direction  of  his  filter  Sophia,  and  all 
the  beneficial  a6ts  of  his  adminiftration  mu  ft  be 
afcribed  to  her  influence,  and  to  the  abilities 
of  his  prime  minifter  the  great  Galitzin.  Feo- 
dor, after  a fliort  reign  of  fix  years,  funk  under 
the  diforclers  which  had  long  preyed  upon  his 
frame. 

Ivan,  fecond  brother  of  Feodor,  was  rightful 
heir  of  the  throne;  being  debilitated  by  epileptic 
fits,  both  in  body  and  mind'*,  was  at  firft  ex- 

- : - ' eluded 

* SchleilEng,  who  was  at  Mofeow  during  the  adminiftration  of 
Sophia,  thus  deferibes  the  perfon  of  Ivan.  “ Ivan  Alexey,  the  eldefh 
tzar,  is  ill-formed  by  nature,  infomuch  that  he  can  neither  rightly 
fee,  read,  nor  fpeak.  He  always  wears  apiece  of  green  filk  before 
his  eyes,  in  order  to  prevent  the  upper  part  of  his  face  from  being 
fern  on  account  o f its  deformity.  But  he  is  very  pious  and  de~ 
vopt,  and  as,  on  account  of  his  weak  conftitution,  he  cannot  hunt,. 
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1.  Daniee,  fon  of  Alexander  Nevlki,  firft 
duke  of  Mofcow,  died  about  1303. 


2.  Ivan,  fourth  fon  of  Daniel,  died  about  1340. 


3.  Simeon  Ivanovitch,  died  about  1353. 


4.  Ivan  Ivanovitch,  died  1359. 


5-  Dmitri  III.  Ivanovitch  Donlki,  died  1389. 


6.  Vassili  Dmi trievitch,  born  1370;  died  1415, 

.1 


•j.  Vassili  Vassilievitch  the  Blind,  bom  1415;  died  146a, 


8.  Ivan  Vassilievitch  I.  born  1438;  died  1505. 


Ivan,  died  before  his  father. 


Dmitri,  died  in  prifon. 


9.  Vassili  Ivanovitch,  born  1458;  died  1533 


10.  Ivan  Vassilievitch  II.  b.  1530;  d.  1584, 


Ivan,  died  before  his  father. 


11.  Feodor,  1557;  died  1598. 


13.  Boris  Godunof,  elected  Tzar  1598;  died  in 
1605. 

His  fon  Feodor,  proclaimed  Tzar  in  April  by  his  fa- 
ther’s party,  and  put  to  death  in  June,  can 
fcarcely  be  claffed  among  the  Ruffian  fovereigns. 

Vol.  I. 


Tzars  of  different  Families. 

Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  the  Falfe  Demetrius  of 
the  Ruffiansf  by  others  called  the  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  afcended  the  throne  in  June,  1605  j 
affaffinated  May,  1606. 


Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  fuppofed 
by  the  Ruffians  to  have  been  affaf- 
finatedat  Uglitzin  1591;  by  others 
to  have  reigned  under  the  name  of 
Demetrius. 


Vassili  Ivanovitch  Shuiski,  elected  Tzar  upon 
the  affaffination  of  Demetrius  in  1606  j depofed  in 
1610  j died  in  captivity  at  Warfaw. 


Sovereigns 


Sovereigns  of  Russia  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof 


I.  Michael  Feodorovitch,  elected  Tzar  1613;  died  1633. 


2.  Alexey  .Michael 


OVITC1I,  died  ,676;  married,  1.  Maria  Jlifhna 


Miloflafsky;  2.  Natalia  Kirilofna  Narilkin. 


3-  Feodor  Alexievitch,  born 
16513  died  1682. 


4.  Ivan  Alexievitch,  born  1666  ; 
died  ,695;  married  Pro/kovia 
ooltikof. 


Catharine  Ivanofna,  died  1733; 
married  Charles  Leopold  duke  of 
Mecklenburgh. 


Sophia,  died  1704. 
Alexey  had  many 
other  daughters, 
who  all  died  un- 
married. 


4\fi7,TER|'T,HE  Great>  by  Natalia,  born 

Lapukin  ! ,7‘S  ’ ™‘"ed’  Eudokia 

5'  Empre™;  3b°Ut  l689  * 


7-  Anne  Ivanofna,  born  1604; 
Emprefs  1730;  died  1740; 
majiried  Frederick  William 
duke  of  Courland. 


1727. 


Anne,  Regent  of  Ruflia,  1740; 
died  in  prifon  at  Kolmogori 
1746  ; married  Anthony  Ulric 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Bruuf- 
wick.  Anthony  died  1782, 


Alexey  Petrovitch, 
by  Eudokia,  born  1691 ; 
died  1718;  married 
Charlotte  princefs  of 
Brunfwick. 


Anne  Petrofna,  by 
Catharine,  b.  17075 
d- 1730  ; m.  Charles 
Frederick  duke  of 
Holflein  Gottorp, 

I 


Peter  II.  Alexievitch, 
born  17153  Emperor  1727: 
died  1730, 


8.  Ivan,  born  and  Emperor 
17405  depofep  1741;  put 
to  death  at  Schluffelburirh 
I764I 


9.  Elizabeth, 
by  Catharine, 
bo.  1709;  Em- 
prefs 1741  ; d. 
1761. 


10.  Peter  III.  born  1728;  Emper«ri76r; 

depofed  and  died  1762;  married 

11.  Catharine  II.  princefs  of  Anhalt- 
Aerbzt  The  prefent  Emprefs,  born 
*7:195  d.1.796. 


12.  Paul  Petrovitch,  born  I754,.  married 

1.  Natalia  pnncefs  of  Hefie-Darmftidt  • 

2.  Maria  princefs  of  Wurtenburgh  Stut- 
gard  j Emperor  17-96  j d.  1801. 


13*  Alexander,  born  1777  ; 
married  Louifa  princefs  of 
Baden,  now  Elizabeth  Alex- 
-jeyna;  Emperor  jSoi. 


Constantine,  born  1779;  Michael 
married  Juliana  princefs  of  b.  1798. 
Saxe  Cobourg. 
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eluded  from  the  fucceffion  as  incapable  of  dif- 
charging  the  funHions  of  government ; but  being 
afterwards  recognized  as  joint-sovereign  with  his 
half-brother  Peter  the  Great,  he  was  confidered 
merely  as  a puppet,  to  fatisfy  the  multitude,  and 
fecure  to  his  adherents  a fhare  in  the  adminif- 
t ration  of  affairs.  He  was  allowed  to  continue 
this  hate-pageant  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life;  and  his  death,  which  happened  in  1698, 
was  fcarcely  perceived  by  his  fubjeSs,  and  not 
known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  except  by  the  omif- 
fion  of  his  name  in  the  public  a&s. 

The  fucceeding  fovereigns  are  interred  at  Pe- 
terfburg,  excepting  Peter  II.  whofe  allies  repofe 
in  this  cathedral.  This  monarch,  the  fon  of  the 
unfortunate  Tzarovitch  Alexev,  was  born  in 
1715,  fucceeded  in  1727  Catharine  I.  and  died 
in  1730  of  the  fmall-pox,  on  the  day  appointed 
for  his  marriage  with  princefs  Dolgofitcki.  His 
death  wras  occafioned  by  the  ignorance  of  the’ 
phyhcians,  who  treated  his  diforder  as  a ma- 
lignant fever.  He  acquired  great  popularity 
by  fixing,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  fliort 
reign,  his  imperial  refidence  at  Mofcow.  He 
was  regretted  as  the  graiidfon  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  as  the  prince  in  whom  the  male  line 
of  the  houfe  of  Romanof  became  extinfih 

or  take  any  violent  exercife,  he  is  the  more  conftant  in  hi's  atten- 
dance at  church,  and  never  mi  fie  s a prccefilon.  He  is  fhor c in  his 
petCon?  very  thin,  and  is  now  50  years  of  age,” 
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Cathedral  of  the  Affumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  Kremlin* 
— Tombs  of  the  Ruffian  patriarchs. —Origin  and  abolition  of  the 
patriarchal  dignity. — Account  of  the  patriarch  Philaretes,  father 
of  the  houfe  of  Romanof. — Biographical  anecdotes  of  the  pa- 
triarch Nicon. 

. ■ . 

HT^HE  cathedral  of  the  Affumption  of  the 

Virgin  Maty,  appropriated  to  the  corona- 
tion of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns,  alfo  fituated 
in  the  Kremlin,  is  the  mo  ft  magnificent  temple 
in  Mofcow.  The  fkreen  is  in  many  parts  cover- 
ed with  plates  of  folid  filver  and  gold  richly 
worked*  From  the  centre  of  the  roof  hangs  an 
enormous  chandelier  of  maffy  filver,  weighing 
2940  pounds:  it  was  made  in  England,  and  pre- 
fented  by  Morofof,  prime-mi nifter  of  Alexey 
Michaelovitbh*.  The  facred  veffels  and  epifeo- 
pal  veftments  are  extremely  rich ; but  the  work- 
in  anfii  ip  is  in  general  rude,  and  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  materials. 

Many  of  the  painted  figures  which  cover  the 
infide  walls  are  of  a coloffal  fize,  and  were  exe- 
cuted fo  early  as  the  ciofe  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
turyi  This  church  alfo  contains  a head  of  the 

# According  to  Stodch  it  was  a prefent  from  the  Venetians  to 
Boris  Godunofj  and  weighs  2.Bop  pounds. 

Vll'gil!' 
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Virgin,  fuppofed  to  have  been  painted  by  St. 
Luke,  and  greatly  celebrated  in  this  country  for 
the  power  of  working  miracles.  The  face  is 
al'moft  black  ; the  head  is  ornamented  with  a 
glory  of  precious  hones,  and  the  hands  and  body 
are  "gilded,  which  gives  it  a grotefque  appear- 
ance. It  is  placed  in  the  fkreen,  and  enclofed 
within  a filver  cafe,  which  is  never  removed  but 
on  great  feftivals,  or  to  gratify  the  curiofity 
of  ftrangers.  This  Madonna,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  church,  was  brought  from 
Greece  to  I\iof,  transferred  from  thence  to 
Volodimir,  and  afterwards  to  Mofcow.  It 
feems  to  have  been  a Grecian  painting,  and  was 
probably  anterior  to  the  revival  of  the  art  in 
Italy*. 

. In 

# I faw  feveral  reprefentations  of  the  Virgin  in  the  north  of 
Italy  fimilar  to  this  painting:  fome  were  called  the  productions  of 
St  Luke,  others  of  Cimabue,  or  his  fcbolars.  The  complexion  in 
thefe  was  likewife  of  a dufky  hue.  Probably  the  Grecian  paint- 
ers reprefented  the  Virgin  of  a dark  complexion,  which  was  co- 
pied by  Cimabue  and  the  earl  left  Italian  artifts,  who  received  the 
art  from  the  Greeks.  Le  Bruyn,  fpeaking  of  this  Madonna  at 
Mofcow,  fays,  “ It  is  very  gloomy  and  almoft  black ; but  whe- 
ther this  proceeds  from  the  effefls  of  time,  or  the  fmoke  of  ta- 
pers, or  the  fancy  of  the  painter  5 certain  it  is,  there  is  no  great 
matter  in  it,”  &c.  Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  70.  An  ingenious  author, 
in  a late  publication,  mentions  in  the  monaftery  of  Monte  -Virgine, 
a Colofial  portrait  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  paffes  for  the  work  of 
St.  Luke  the  ^vangelift,  and  adds,  “ There  are  in  Italy  and  elfe- 
where  fome  dozens  of  black,  ugly  Madonnas,  which  all  pafs  for 
the  work  of  his  hands,  and  as  fuch  are  revered.”  which  paf- 
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In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains  of 
the  Ruffian  patriarchs. 

The  tirlt  was  Job,  before  whole  time  the  pri- 
mate  of  the  Ruffian  church  was  fuffragan  to  the 
patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  Job,  being  me- 
tropolitan archbifliop  of  Mofcow,  was,  in  1 588, 
in  (tailed  in  this  cathedral  patriarch  of  Ruffia,  by 
Jererrrias,  patriarch  of  C onftantinople.  The  ce- 
remony of  Iran  flat  i n g the  fee  from  the  capital  of 
Turkey  to  this  city  is  thus  defcribed  by  an  au- 
thor, who  was  hixufelf  prefent*. 

“ On 

fage  he  Subjoins  the  following  note,  but  without  citing  his  autho- 
rity ; <(  The  origin  of  this  fable,  or  rather  miftake,  appears  to  be, 
that  about  the  time  that  paintings  of  holy  fubjedts  came  into 
falhion,  there  liyeci  at  Conifantinople  a painter  called  Luke,  who, 
by  many  representations  of  the  Virgin,  acquired  a very  tranfcen- 
ident  reputation.  He  was  a man  of  exemplary  life,  and  on  account 
of  his  piety,  and  the  edifying  ufe  he  made  of  his  talents,  was  ge- 
nerally known  by  the  name  of  the  Holy  Luke.  In  procefs  of  time, 
•when  the  epochaand  circumftances  of  his  life  were  forgotten  by  the 
vulgar,  and  his  performances  had  acquired  by  age  a fmoky,  dufky 
calf,  Sufficient  to  perplex  the  Snort- lighted  connoiffeurs  of  thofe 
days,  devotees  afcribed  his  pictures  to  the  Evangelift,  who  was  pro- 
nounced a painter,  became  they  knew  of  no  other  faint  of  the 
name,  and  becaufe,  if  he  had  been  a painter,  no  one  could  have  had 
fuch  opportunities  of  examining  and  delineating  the  features  of 
the  holy  model.”  Swinburne’s  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  p,  123. 
For  proof  of  the  introduction  of  painting  into  Ruffia  and  Italy  by 
the  Greeks,  fee  the  Defcription  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  at 
Noyogorod. 

f Fletcher’s  Ruffia,  Chap.  21.  This  author  adds,  that  Jeremias, 
whom  he  calls  Hieronimo,  had  been  either  banifhed  from  Conflan* 
tinople  by  the  Turks,  or  depofed  by  the  Greek  clergy  j that  he 
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u On  the  25th  of  January,  15  88,  the  Greek 
patriarch,  accompanied  with  the  Ruffe  cleargie, 
went  to  the  great  church  of  Prechefte,  or  our 
Ladie,  within  the  Empcrour's  caftle,  where  h£ 
made  an  oration, .and  delivered  his  refignation  in 
an  inftrument  of  writing,  and  fo  laid  down  his 
patriarchal  ftaffe ; which  was  prefently  received 
by  the  metropolite  of  Moffo,  and  divers  otlier 
ceremonies  ufed  about  the  inauguration  of  the 
new  patriarch.”  a 

. The  moft  venerable  of  Job's  fucceffors  m the 

— ■ » - w ; ) . «.  . • " • 

patriarchal  fee  was  Philaretes,  who,  though  no 
Sovereign  himfelf,  is  celebrated  as  the  founder 
of  that  line  of  Ruffian  monarchs,  diftinguiffied 
by  the  name  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof*.  His 
leeular  name  was  Feodor,  and  he  drew  his  lineage 
from  Andrew,  a P ruffian  prince,  who  came  into 
Ruffia  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  e^m* 

p 

came  to  Mofcow  without  any  invitation  from  the  Ruffians,  to  ol> 
tain  money  from  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  and  with  this  view  propos- 
ed the  tranflation  of  the  patriarchal  fee  from  Ccnftantinople  to 
Mofcow’.  Others  deny  that  he  was  either  depofed  orbaniffied,  and 
relate,  that  the  tzar  having  formally  demanded  the  confent  of  the 
four  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch,  Conftantinople,  and  Je« 
rufalem,  to  the  edabliffiment  of  a new  patriarch  in  Ruffia,  they  .ac- 
ceded to  the  requeft,  and  foiemnly  deputed  jeremias  to  Mofcow, 
who  in  veiled  the  metropolitan  job  with  the  new  dignity.  King  on 
the  Greek  Church,  p.  496. 

* In  confequence  of  a cuftom  prevalent  among  the  Ruffians  to 
adopt  the  appellation  of  the  grandfather  fora  family  name,  ^the  new 
royal  line  wras  called  Romanof,  in  honour  of  Roman,  Feodor's 
grandfather. 
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tury,  and  whofe  immediate  defcendants  enjoyed 
the  higheft  offices  tinder  the  fovereigns  of  this 
country.  Feodor  was  fon  of  Nikita  Romano- 
vitch,  great  grandfon  of  Andrew,  and  brother 
of  Anaftafia,  fir  ft  wife  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. 
When  Boris  Godunof  was  elevated  to  the  throne, 
the  high  birth,  great  abilities,  and  popularity  of 
Feodor  Romanof  rendered  him  fo  obnoxious  to 
the  new  monarch,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
affume  the  priefthood,  and  confined  in  a monaf- 
tery  ; on  which  occafion  he,  according  to  the 
Ruffian  ciiliom,  changed  his  name  to  Philaretes. 

On  the  acceffion  of  the  fovereign  whom  the 
Ruffians  call  the  Falfe  Demetrius,  Philaretes  was 
releafed  from  confinement,  and  appointed  to 
the  archbilhopric  of  Iloftof.  Soon  after  the 
depofition  of  Vaffili  Shuifki,  a ftrong  party 
among  the  nobles  having  agreed  to  elect  Ladi- 
jflaus,  fon  of  Siginnond^  III.  king  of  Poland, 
tzar  of  Riiffia  ; Philaretes  was  difpatched,  at  the 
head  of  an  embaffy,  to  fettle  the  conditions  of 
his  foil’s  eledlion.  He  found  the  Polifh  mo- 
narch engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Smolenfko ; and 
when  the  king  demanded  the  immediate  cef- 
fion  of  that  town,  Philaretes  replied,  “ When 
your  fon  has  afcended  our  throne,  he  will  pofiefs 
not  only  Smolenfko,  but  all  Ruffia,  and  it  ill  be- 
comes you  to  difm ember  his  territories/’  Sigif- 
rnoml,  exafperated  at  this  fpirited  reply,  and  Hill 
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farther  inflamed  by  the  remonftrances  of  the  em- 
haffadors  againft  his  conduCt  towards  Ruffia,  ar~ 
refted  and  threw  them  into  priion.  Philaretes  Ian- 
guifhed  nine  years  in  the  cable  of  Marienburgh* 
in  Fruffia,  under  a rigorous  confinement. 

His  alffence,  however,  did  not  diminifli  the 
veneration  which  the  Ruffians  entertained  for 
his  character:  the  whole  nation  unanimoufly 
conferred  the  crown  on  his  fon  Michael,  a youth 
only  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age ; in 
hopes  that  a peace  with  Poland  would  reflore 
Philaretes  to  his  country,  and  render  him  the 
director  of  that  power  with  which  they  inveft- 
ed  his  fon.  This  expectation  was  gratified  at 
the  truce  of  Develina,  concluded  in  1619,  be- 
tween Ruffia  and  Poland,  which  gave  Phila- 
retes to  the  wiihes  of  the  people.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  Mofcow  he  was  confecrated  patriarch, 
and  became  the  real,  though  not  the  oftenfible 
fovereign  of  this  country,  as  his  fon  held  the 
reins  of  o-overnment  under  his  direction.  He 
was  invefted  with  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  ; 
his  name  was  frequently  affociated  in  the  public 
aCts  with  that  of  the  tzar  ; he  gave  audience  to 
embaffadors,  and  on  many  public  occafions  was 
permitted  to  take  precedence  of  his  fon  j*.  His 

* Bufching,  Hiit,  Mag.  v.  II.  p.  403, 

4 Schmid.  Ruff.  Gel.  y.  II,  p.  13,— -Bufching.  Hilt.  Mag. 
v,  VII.  p.  319.— Oiearius* 
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experience,  moderation,  and  abilities,  rendered 
him  worthy  of  thefe  high  honours  and  unbound- 
ed authority ; and  the  profperity  of  Michael’s 
reign  proclaimed  the  wifdom  of  his  fage  monitor. 
Philaretes  died  in  1633,  in  an  advanced  acre,  re- 

O'  A 

gretted  by  his  fon  and  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  laft  of  thefe  patriarchs  was  Adrian,  at 
whofe  dcmife,  in  1699,  Peter  the  Great  reiufed 
to  nominate  a fucceffor ; and  in  1721  the  patriar?, 
dial  dignity  Avas  formally  abollihed. 

In  a former  chapter  I obferved,  that  there  are 
no  ftats  in  the  Ruffian  churches,  the  ceremonial 

1 V 1 •'  ■ t ■■  . « 

of  the  Greek  Avorfhip  requiring  all  persons  to 
hand  during  the  performance  of  divine  feryiep. 
In  this  cathedral  I obferved  two  elevuted  places 
near  the  fkreen,  enclofed  with  rails  Avithout  feats  ; 
one  is  appropriated  to  the  fovereign ; the  other 
Avas  formerly  deftined  for  the  patriarch,  whofe 
hate  and  grandeur  Avere  not  inferior  to  thofe  of 
the  tzar  himfelf.  Upon  forne  public  occafion 
the  archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  who  afpired  to 
have  the  patriarchal  dignity  revived  in  his  per- 
fon,  pointing  to  the  place  formerly  occupied  by 
the  patriarch,  remarked  to  Peter,  ££  Sire,  that 
ftructiire  is  uoav  ufelefs  ; Avill  not  your  majefty 
order  it  to  be  removed?”  Peter  Avas  filent;  but 
the  archbifhop  repeating  the  queftion,  replied, 

“ That  place  fhall  not  be  removed,  nor  Hi  all  you 


# From  prince  VolkonfkL 
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The  Ruffians  reckon  eleven  patriarchs  from 
the  fiiffi  eftablifhment  of  the  dignity  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Job,  to  its  final  abolition  after  the  death 
of  Adrian,  Of  thefe  the  greateft  and  moft  con- 
fpicuous  was  the  celebrated  Nicon ; whom,  as  he 
is  the  only  patriarch  not  interred  in  this  cathe- 
dral, I could  not  mention  on  contemplating  their 
tombs.  It  is  hoped  that  no  apology  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  account  of  a prelate,  whom  fome 
Ruffians  {till  abhor  as  Antichrlft,  and  others  adore 
as  a faint : and  whofe  extraordinary  character 
has  never  been  faithfully  reprefented  to  the  Eng- 
lig  reader. 

Nicon  was  bom  in  1613,  in  a village  of  the 
government  of  Nifhnbi  Novogorod,  of  obfcure 
parents.  He  received,  at  the  baptifmal  font,  the 
name  of  Nikita,  which,  when  he  became  monk, 
lie  changed  to  Nicon.  He  was  educated  in  the 
convent  of  St.  Macarius,  under  the  care  of  a 
monk.  From  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  which 
were  aim  oft  folely  diredted  to  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  the  exhortations  of  his  preceptor,  he 
imbibed,  at  a very  early  period,  the  flrongeft  at- 
tachment to  a monaftic  life,  and  was  only  pre- 
vented from  following  his  inclination  by  the  au- 
thority of  his  father.  In  conformity,  however, 
to  the  willies  of  his  family,  he  entered  into  ma- 
trimony ; and  as  that  hate  precluded  him  from 

being 
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being  admitted  into  a convent,  he  was  ordained 
a fecular  pried. 

With  his  wife  he  paded  ten  years  ; fird  as  a 
par iili -pried  in  fome  country  village,  and  after- 
wards at  Mofcow  in  the  fame  capacity ; but  lofi ng 
three  children,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  his  dif- 
gud  for  the  world  and  his  propenfity  to  folitude 
returned  with  redoubled  violence;  and,  bavins; 

7 7 o 

perfuaded  his  wife  to  take  the  veil,  he  entered  into 
/ the  monadic  order.  He  ehofe  for  his  own  re- 
treat a fmall  iiland  of  the  White-Sea,  inhabited 
only  by  a few  perfons,  who  formed  a kind  of 
ecclefiaftiea]  edablifliment,  as  remarkable  for 
the  auderity  of  the  rules  as  for  the  folitude  of 
the  filiation  : twelve  monks  occupied  feparate 
cells,  equally  didant  from  each  other  * and  from 

the  church  which  dood  in  the  centre  of  the 

* 

hland.  Thefe  lonelv  anchorites  affemhled  reo-u- 

O 

larly  on  Saturday  evening  in  the  church,  where 
they  added  in  the  performance  of  divine  fervice 
during  the  whole  night,  and  the  next  day  until 
noon,  and  then  retired  to  their  refpedlive  ha- 
bitations. This  practice  was  repeated  on  cer- 
tain feftivals ; at  other  times  each  reclufe  occu- 
pied his  cell  undidurbed  by  mutual  intercourfe. 
Their  food  was  breads  and  fhli  which  they 
caught  themfelves,  or  procured  from  the  con- 

* T\yo  yerlts,  or  a mile  and  a half. 


/ 


tiguous 
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tiguous  continent.  Such  was  the  fituation  to 
which  Nicon  retired,  as  congenial  to  the  gloomy 
hate  of  his  own  mind ; where,  brooding  in  foli- 
tude  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  he  was 
unhappily  led  to  confider  the  moft  debafing  aus- 
terities as  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and 
contracted  that  cloiftered  pride,  which  gave  an 
alloy  to  his  virtues,  and  proved  the  greate.ft  dc- 
feCt  in  his  character,  when  raifed  to  an  exalted 
ftation. 

After  a fliort  refidence  in  this  illand,  Nicon 
accompanied  the  chief  of  the  ecclefiaitical  efta- 
blifliment  to  Mofcow,  to  raife  a collection  for 
building  a new  church.  He  was  fcarcely  return- 
ed from  this  expedition,  when,  at  the  mitigation 
of  the  chief,  whom  he  had  offended  during  the 

* w 

journey,  he  was  compelled  by  the  other  monks 
to  retire  from  the  illand.  He  embarked  in  an 
open  boat,  with  only  a fingle  perfon,  in  a high 
fea:  being  overtaken  by  a violent  ftorm,  he  was 
toffed  about  in  continual  danger  of  perifhing * 
but  was  at  length  driven  upon  an  illand  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Onega. 

From  this  ifland  he  repaired  to  a monaftery  of 
the  contiguous  continent ; and  was  admitted  into 
the  fociety  ; but  inftead  of  inhabiting  an  apart- 
ment in  the  convent,  he  conftruCted  a feparate 
cell  on  an  adjacent  illand ; where  he  lived  upon  the 

fnh 
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flih  which  he  caught  with  his  own  hands,  and  ne- 
ver vifited  the  monaftery  but  during  the  time  of 
divine  fervice.  In  confequence  of  this  reclufe 
and  rigid  way  of  life  he  was  held  in  high  efteem 
by  the  brethren,  and  on  the  death  of  the  fupe- 
tior  was  unanimdufly  railed  to  the  vacant  die;- 
iiity.  He  continued  in  this  capacity  three  years, 
when,  being  drawn  by  fome  family  affairs  to 
Mofcow,  he  was  cafually  prefented  to  the  tzar 
Alexey  Michaelovitch,  who,  captivated  with  his1 
various  talents  and  extenfive  learning,  detained 
him  at  Mofcow,  under  his  immediate  protedlion. 
Within  lefs  than  five  years  he  was  fucceffively 
created  archimandrite  or  abbot  of  the  Novof- 
patfkoi  convent,  archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  and 
patriarch  of  Ruffia.  He  deferved  thefe  rapid 
promotions  by  a rare  aiTemblage  of  extraordinary 
qualities,  which  even  his  enemies  allowed  him  to 
poffefs ; Undaunted  courage,  irreproachable  mo- 
rals, exalted  charity,  comprehenfive  learning, 
and  commanding  eloquence. 

While  archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  to  which 
dignity  he  was  railed  in  i6*49,  he  gave  a memor- 
able inftance  of  tirmtiefs  and  difcretion.  During 
a tumult,  the  Imperial  governor,  prince  Feodor 
Kilkof,  took  ref  age  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace 
again!!  the  fury  of  the  infurgehts,  who,  bur  fl- 
ing open  the  gates,  threatened  inflant  pillage  if 
the  governor  was  not  delivered  to  them  without 

delay  * 
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delay.  Nicon,  inftead  of  acceding  to  their  de- 
mand, boldly  advanced  into  the  midft  of  them, 
and  exhorted  them  to  peace.  The  populace,  in- 
flamed to  madnefs  by  the  prelate’s  appearance, 
transferred  their  rage  from  the  governor  to  him; 
they  afiaulted  him  with  hones,  dragged  him  by 
the  hair,  and  offered  every  fpecies  of  violence 
and  indignity  to  his  perfon.  Being  conveyed 
to  the  palace  in  a ftate  of  inferilibility,  he  was 
recovered  by  immediate  afliftance ; but,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  imminent  danger  from  which  he  had 
juft  efcaped,  he  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  either 
to  appeafe  the  tumult,  or  periflr  in  the  attempt 
With  this  defign,  as  if  devoting  himfelf  to  cer- 
tain death,  he  confefled  and  received  the  facta- 
ment,  and  repaired  to  the  town-houfe,  where  the 
infurgents  were  affembled.  He  confounded 
them  by  his  prefence,  foftened  them  into  re- 
pentance by  a firm,  but  pathetic  addrefs,  and 
perfuading  them  to  difperfe,  tranquillity  was  in- 
ffantly  reftored.  This  calm,  however,  was  of  no 
long  duration  : the  fedition,  allayed  by  the  fpi- 
rit  and  eloquence  of  Nicon,  was  again  fomented 
by  the  ringleaders  of  the  tumult,  and  broke  into 
open  rebellion ; many  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
nounced their  allegiance  to  the  tzar,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  deliver  the  town  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Poland.  The  prelate,  however,  un- 
daunted by  this  change  in  their  fentiments,  con- 
tinued 
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iinued  his  efforts  to  bring  them  back  to  their 
duty : his  remonftrances  and  exhortations  gra- 
dually prevailed  ; many  flocked  to  his  palace,  de- 
firing  his  inter ceffion  with  their  enraged  fove- 
xeign ; and  though  the  remainder  of  the  infur- 
gents  blocked  up  the  avenues  to  the  town,  yet 
he  contrived,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  to  fend  in- 
formation to  the  tzar.  Being  armed,  by  a com- 
miffiou  from  Mofcow,  with  full  powers,  he,  by 
a vigorous  exertion  of  authority,  but  without 
the  effufion  of  blood,  finally  quelled  the  rebel- 
lion. To  him  was  committed  the  trial  of  the 
rebels,  and  the  dilpofal  of  life  and  death  ; an 
office  which  he  executed  with  as  much  judgment 
as  lenity.  The  leader  of  the  fedition  was  alone 
punifhed  with  death  ; ten  of  his  mod:  mutinous 
adherents  were  knooted  and  banifhecl,  and  a 
few  were  condemned  to  a fliort  imprifonment. 
Nicon  nobly  forgave  the  outrage  committed 
againft  his  own  perfon ; and  in  chaftizing  the 
public  offence  tempered  the  fe verity  of  juftice 
with  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

He  gained  the  refpect  of  the  inhabitants  by  the 
unwearied  affiduit}^  with  which  he  performed  the 
fundtions  of  his  archiepifcopal  office,  and  con- 
ciliated their  affection  by  acts  of  unbounded 
charity.  He  built  and  endowed  ahns-houfes  for 
widows,  old  men,  and  orphans,  was  the  great 
patron  of  the  indigent  the  zealous  protector  of 

the 
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the  lower  clafs  of  men  againft  tlie  oppreflions  of 
ihe  great,  and  during  a dreadful  famine,  appro- 
priated the  revenues  of  his  fee  to  the  general 
relief  of  the  poor* 

Nicon  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  the  vigilant 
difcharge  of  Ins  patriarchal  office,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  in  1 65£,  only  in  the  39th  year  of 
his  age.  He  inftituted  feminaries  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  pr lefts  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
and  enriched  the  patriarchal  library  with  rare 
ecclefiafticaland  elaffieal  manufcripts,  drawn  from 

i.  ' 

a convent  at  Mount  Athos.  Bv  a diligent  re vi- 
fal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  a collation  of  the 
various  editions  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 


perceiving  many  errors  m the  printed  copies  ot 
the  Bible  and  Litunrv  ufed  for  divine  fervice,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  tzar  to  fuinmon  a general 
council  of  the  Greek  church  at  Mofcow,  in 
which  he  pvefided.  Bv  his  arguments,  autho- 
rity,  and  influence,  it  was  determined  that  the 
mo  ft  antient  Sclavonian  verfion  of  the  Bible  was 
exact,  and  that  the  errors  with  which  the  later 
copies  abounded  fhould  be  corrected.  He  in- 
fpected  and  fuperiri tended  the  printing  of  a new 
edition  of  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  which  was  be- 
come extreme! v rare.  He  removed  from  the 
churches  the  pictures  of  deceafed  perfons,  to 
which' man v of  the  Ruffians  offered  a blind  ado- 

4/  \ 

ration  ; he  aholifhed  a few  ceremonies  which  had 
vox..  1.  a a been 
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been  carried  to  a fuperftitious  excefs  y in  a word, 
his  labours  tended  more  to  the  reformation  of 
the  church,  than  the  united  efforts  of  all  his  p re- 
de ceifors  in  the  patriarchal  chair. 

Nor  was  he  folely  diftinguidied  in  his  pro-4 
feffional  character ; but  proved  himlelf  no  left 
qualified  in  a civil  capacity.  Although  his 
ftudiejs  were  hitherto  confined  to  ecclefiaftieal 


fubjefts,  and  the  reclufenefs  of  his  former  life 


fcemed  to  impede  the  attainment  of  politi- 
cal knowledge ; yet  he  was  no  fooner  called  to 
a public  ftation,  than  his  abilities  expanded  in 
proportion  as  the  objedts  which  they  embraced 
became  more  numerous  and  important:  his  fa- 
gacity,  fharpened  by  continual  application,  foon 
rendered  him  matter  of  the  molt  intricate  affairs, 
taught  him  to  difcriminate  the  mo  ft  oppofite  in- 
f crefts,  * and  to  adopt  that  decifive  line  of  con- 
cluet  wliich  marks  the  great  and  enlightened 
ftatefman.  Being  confulted  by  the  tzar  on  all 


occaiions, 


lie  foon  became  the  foul  of  his  conn- 


tils  A'  and  gained  the  afcendancy  in  the  cabinet 


* The  influence  which  Nicon,  from  the  fuperiority  of  his  ge* 
nius,  obtained  in  the  tzaf’s  councils,  perhaps  induced  Voltaire,  in 
his  erroneous  account  of  this  patriarch,  to  declare,  that  he  u vou- 
lut  clever  fa  chaire  au-defiiis  du  trone  ; non  feulement  il  ufurpait  le. 
droit  de  s’afleoir  dan’s  le  fenat  a cote  du  czar,  ma.is  il  pretendaio 
qu’on  ne  pouvait  faire  ni  la  guerre  ni  la  paix  fans  fon  confentement,1* 
S.c.  Hilt.  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  74.  From  Voltaire,  the  com- 
piler of  the  article  of  Ruffia,  in  the  Univerfal  Hillory,  has  adopted 
this  idle^lTertion.  V.  38.  p.  140. 
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fey  the  vail  fuperiority  of  his  genius,  ever  fertile 
in  expedients,  and  zealous  to  recommend  the 
moil  fpirited  meafures. 

Having  thus  attained  the  higheft  fummit  of 
human  grandeur  to  which  a fubjedl  can  arrive, 
he  fell  a vidlirn  to  popular  difcontents,  and  to 
the  cabals  of  a court.  His  fall,  no  Ids  fudden 
than  his  rife,  may  be  traced  from  the  following 
caufes:  The  removal  of  the  painted  images  from 
the  churches  difgufted  a large  party  among  the 
Ruflians  fuperftitioufly  addicted  to  the  adoration 
of  their  anceltors ; the  correction  of  the  errors 
in  the  Liturgy  and  Bible,  the  abolition  of  fome 
ceremonies,  and  the  admiffion  of  a few  others 
(introduced,  perhaps,  with  too  much  hafte,  and 
without  due  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  his 
countrymen),  occafioned  a fchifm  in  the  church ; 
many  perfons  averfe  to  all  innovations,  and  ad- 
hering to  the  old  tenets  and  ceremonies,  formed 
a confrderable  feH  under  the  appellation  of  Old 
Believers , and,  riling  in  feveral  parts,  created 
much  difturbance  to  the  ftate,  circumftances  na- 
turally imputed  to  Nicon  by  his  enemies.  He 
excited  the  hatred  of  an  ignorant  and  indolent 
clergy  by  the  appointment  of  Greek  and  Latin 
feminaries  ; he  railed  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of 
the  prime-minifter  and  courtiers  by  his  predomi- 
nance in  the  cabinet,  and  fay  the  haughtinefs  of 
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his  deportment,  offended  the  tzarina  and  her  fa- 
ther, who  were  implacable  in  their  refentment. 

All  thefe  parties  uniting  in  one  great  combi- 
nation, Nicon  h aliened  his  fall  by  a fupercilious 
demeanour,  which  occafionally  bordered  upon 
arrogance ; by  trailing  folely  for  his  fupport  to 
the  refiiitude  of  his  conduct  and  the  favour  of  his 
fovereign,  and  bv  difdaining  to  guard  again  ft 
what  he  conlidered  as  the  petty  intrigues  of  a 
court. 

The  only  circumftance  which  feemed  wanting 
to  complete  his  difgrace  was  the  lofs  of  Alexey’s 
protection ; and  this-  was  at  length  effected  by 
the  gradual,  but  fecret  infmuations  of  the  tza- 
rina  an/1  her  party,  who  finally  availed  themfelves 
of  an  unfiiccefsful  war  with  Poland,  of  which 
the  patriarch  is  faid  to  have  been  the  principal 
advifer.-  Nicon,  finding  himfelf  excluded  from 
the  prefence  of  a fovereign  accuftomed  to  con- 
fult  him  on  every  emergency,  and  difdaining  to 
hold  the  higheft  office  in  the  kingdom,  when  he 
had  toil  the  confidence  of  his  matter,  aftonifiied 
the  public  by  a voluntary  abdication  of  his  patri- 
archal dignity.  This  meafure,  cenfured  by  many 
as  hafty  and  imprudent,  and  highly  expreffive  of 
that  pride  which  ftrongly,  marked  his  character, 
mutt  yet  be  efteemed  manly  and  refolute,  which 
even  thofe  who  condemn  cannot  but  admire.  It 
' ' ' may 
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may  alfo  admit  of  great  palliation,  if  we  con- 
fid  ef  that  the  popular  odium  was  riling  againft 
him ; that  a powerful  party  had  fecretly  effected 
his  difgrace,  and  that,  as  he  forefaw  his  fall,  he 
preferred  a voluntary  abdication  of  his  dignity 
to  a forcible  depofition ; chufing  to  refign  with 
fpirlt  what  he  could  not  retain  without  mean- 
nefs 

This  abdication  took  place  on  the  loth  of 
July,  O.  S.  1658,  and  he  quitted  his  exalted 
Ration  with  the  fame  greatnefs  of  foul  with  which 
he  had  afcenqed  it.  He  was  permitted  to  retain 
the  title  of  patriarch,  while  the  functions  of  his 
office  were  performed  by  the  archbilhop  of  No- 
vogorod.  He  chofe  for  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence  the  convent  of  Jerufalem,  built  and  en- 
dowed by  hirafelf.  On  his  arrival  he  re-affumed 
his  reclufe  way  of  life,  and  pradtifed  the  moft 
rigid  mortifications.  The  hermitage  he  inhabit- 
ed is  thus  defended  by  an  author  f,  who  vifited 
the  foot  in  the  beginning  of  this  century:  “A 
winding  ltair-cafe,  lb  narrow  that  one  man  could 
hardly  pafs,  leads  to  the  little  chapel  of  about 

* Tills  js  the  opinion  of  Mayerberg,  who  came  to  Mofcow  fix 
years  after  his  abdication:  After  enumerating  the  caufes  of  his  fall, 
lie  adds,  <c  Propter  quse  omnia  omnibus  exo/us,  et  ad  exilium  com- 
tnun'tbus  njotis  expetitus  patrocinium  nullum  invenerit  in  favore 
Alexii,  cjijus  animum  l’cnlim  abalienaverant  jaclis  in  longum  odiis 
uxor  et  focer  illi  ob  privatas  caufas  infenfi,”  p.  87. 

4 Perry’s  State  of  RuiTia,  v.  L p.  140. 
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a fathom  in  the  fquare,  in  which  the  patriarch 
tiled  to  perform  his  folitary  worfhip.  The  room 
in  which  he  lived  was  riot  much  larger ; in  it 
hung  a broad  iron -plate,  with  a crofs  of  brafs 
fixed  to  a heavy  chain,  weighing  above  twenty 
pounds,  all  which  the  faid  patriarch  wore  about 
his  neck  for  twenty  years  together.  His  bed  was 
a fquare  ftone  two  ells  in  length,  and  fcarcely 
one  in  breadth,  over  which  was  fpread  nothing 
but  a cover  of  r Lillies.  Below  in  the  houfe  v as 
a fmall  chimney,  in  which  the  patriarch  ufed  to 
drefs  his  own  victuals.” 

Nicon,  however,  did  not  wafte  his  whole  time 
in  the  performance  of  ufelefs  aufterities  ; but 
employed  himfelf  in  compiling  a regular  feries  of 
Ruffian  annalifts  from  Neftor,  the  earlier!  hifto- 
rian  of  this  country,  to  the  reign  of  Alexby 
Michaelovitch.  He  purfued  this  plan  with 
his  accuftomed  zeal.  After  comparing  and  col- 
lating numerous  rnanufcripts,  he  digefied  the 
whole  collection  in  chronoloofcal  order  into 

o 

a work,  which  is  called  fometimes,  from  its  au- 
thor, the  Chronicle  of  Nicon,  and  fometimes, 
from  the  place  where  it  was  begun  and  depoRted, 
the  Chronicle  of  the  Convent  of  Jerufalem. 
This  compilation,  the  labour  of  twenty  years,  is 
juftly  efteemed,  by  the  belt  Ruffian  biftorians,  a 
work  of  the  greateft  authority  ; and  was  conii- 
dercd,  by  the  venerable  author,  of  Rich  im- 
portance 
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portance  to  the  hiftory  of  his  country,  that,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  enthiifialni,  he  begins  the  per- 
formance by  anathematizing  all  thole  who  fhoukl 
attempt  to  alter  the  minuteft  expreflion. 

The  innocent  manner  in  which  he  palled  his 
time  could  not  protect  him  from  the  perfecutions 
of  his  enemies,  who  were  apprehenfive  that 
while  he  retained  the  name  of  patriarch,  he  might 
be  reinflated  in  his  former  dignity.  Repeated 
complaints  were  urged  againft  him  ; every  dis- 
turbance, occafioned  by  the  old  believers,  was 
made  a matter  of  ferious  accufation ; not  only 
his  former  conduct  was  arraigned,  but  new 
crimes  were  invented  to  render  him  ftill  more 
obnoxious.  He  was  accufed  of  difrefpedtfu! 
expreffions  relating  to  the  tzar,  in  a letter  to  the 
patriarch  of  Conltantinople,  of  holding  a trea- 
sonable correfpondence,  and  receiving  bribes 
from  the  kimr  of  Poland. 

The  tzar,  continually  befet  by  the  patriarch's 
enemies,  was  prevailed  on  to  proceed  to  the  molt 
violent  extremities.  lie  convened,  in  1666,  a 
general  council  of  the  Greek  and  Ruffian  clergy 
at  Mofcow,  who,  after  a fhort  deliberation,  for- 
mally depofed  Nicon  from  the  patriarchal  fee, 
and  banilhed  him  tq  a djftant  convent.  The 
principal  caufe  affigned  for  this  depofition  was, 
that  Nicon,  having  by  a voluntary  abdication 
meanly  deferted  his  flock,  was  unworthy  to  fill 
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the  patriarchal  chair.  This  futile  allegation  is  a 
Sufficient  proof  that  the  other  crimes  were  ma- 
licioufly  circulated  to  prejudice  the  tzar,  and  to 
influence  the  judges.  In  conformity  to  his  Sen- 
tence, Nicon  was  degraded  to  the  condition  of 
a common  monk,  and  imprifoned  in  the  convent 
of  Therapont,  in  the  government  of  Bielozero* 
His  confinement  was  for  Some  time  extremely  ri- 
gorous ; becaufe,  confcious  of  his  own  integrity, 
he  perfffied  In  a denial  of  guilt,  and  refufed  to 
accept  a pardon  for  crimes  which  he  had  never 
committed.  Upon  the  death  of  Alexby,  in  1676, 
Feodor,  probably  at  the  mitigation  of  his  prime- 
minifier,  prince  Galitzin,  the  patron  and  friend  of 
genius,  permitted  Nicon  to  remove  to  the  convent 
of  St.  Cyril,  where  he  enjoyed  perfect  liberty. 

Nicon  Survived  his  depofition  fifteen  yearn. 
In  1681  he  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to  the 
convent  of  Jerufalem,  that  he  mi  Hit  end  his 
days  in  that  favourite  fpot,  but  expired  upon  the 
road  near  Yaroflaf,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
Ills  remains  were  transported  to  the  convent  of 
Jerufalem,  and  buried  with  all  the  ceremonies 
which  are  ufual  at  the  interment  of  patriarchs  *. 

* For  the  Hiftory  of  Nicon,  I have  followed  Muller  in  his  Na~ 
chricht  von  Novogorod  in  S.-  R.  G.  vol.  V,  p.  541  to  559.  L’Evef- 
que  has  alfo  drawn  from  the  fame  fource  a fpirited  and  candid  ac- 
oo'nt  ol  this  great  patriarch,  to  which  I acknowledge  myfelf  in- 
debted for  a few  reflections.  Hilt,  de  R tulle,  v.  III.  p.  391  to  3945 
alfo  417  to  430. 
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CHAP.  5. 

Ruffian  archives.-— Engliffi  Rate-papers. — Commencement  of  the 
connexion  between  the  courts  of  London  and  Mofcow.— Cor- 
refpondence  between  queen  Elizabeth  and  the  tzar  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
yifich  IT. — His  demand  of  the  lady  Anne  Hahings  in  marriage. — 
Account  of  that  negotiation. — -Other  difpatches. — Rife  of  the 
title  of  tzar. — Negotiation  between  Peter  the  Great  and  the  Eu- 
ropean courts  relative  to  the  title  of  emperor. — Univerfity. — 
Syllabus  of  the  lectures.— Matthsei’s  Catalogue  of  the  Greek 
manuferipts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy  Synod. — Hymn  to  Ceres 
attributed  to  Homer. 


MR.  Muller  oblisanglv  accompanied  us  to 
the  place  in  the  Khitaigorod,  where  the 
public  archives  are  depofited : it  is  a ftrong  brick 
building,  containing  feveral  vaulted  apartments 


with  iron  floors.  Thefe  archives,  confiding  of 
numerous  Rate-papers,  were  crowded  into  boxes, 
and  thrown  abide  like  common  lumber  ; until  the 
prefent  emprefs  ordered  them  to  be  revifed  and 
arranged.  In  conformity  to  this  mandate,  Mr. 
Muller  has  difpofed  them  in  chronological  order, 
and  any  fmgle  document  may  be  infpedled  with 
little  trouble.  They  are  enclofed  in  feparate  ca* 
b i nets  with  glafs  doors:  thofe  relative  to  Ruff  a 


are  elafied  according  to  the  feveral  provinces  to 


which  they  relate  ; and  over  each 
feribed  the  name  of  the  province. 


cabinet  is  in- 
In  the  fame 


manner 
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manner  the  manufcripts  relative  to  foreign  king- 
doms are  placed  in  feparate  divifions  under  the 
refpective  titles  of  Poland,  Sweden,  England, 
France,  Germany,  &c,  The  papers  which  con- 
cerned  my  native  country  principally  engaged 
my  attention.  The  earlieft  correfpondence  be- 
tween the  fovereigns  of  England  and  Ruffia 
commenced  in  the  middle  of  the  1 6th  century, 
foon  after  the  difcovery  of  Archangel,  and  chiefly 
relates  to  the  permiffion  of  trade  granted  exclu- 
fiVely  to  the  Englifli  company  of  merchants  fet- 
tled in  Ruffia.  The  firft  record  is  an  original  let- 
ter of  Philip  and  Mary  to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  IL 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a difpatch  tranf- 
mitted  to  England  by  his  embaffador  Ofef  Ni~ 
phea,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  liberty  of 
opening  a free  trade  throughout  the  Ruffian  do- 
minions. The  charter  of  privileges  granted  by 
the  tzar  to  the  Englifli  merchants,  together  with 
the  numerous  letters  which  he  received  from 
Elizabeth,  are  preferved  in  this  collection,  and 
are  moftly  publiflied  in  Ilackluyt’s  Voyages: 
one,  however,  not  found  in  that  work,  is  dated 
the  18th  of  May,  15  70,  in  which  Elizabeth, 
among  other  expreffions  of  friendfhip,  offers  to 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch,  if  compelled  by  an  infurrec- 
t ion  to  quit  his  country,  an  afylum  in  England. 
This  letter  wras  figned  by  Elizabeth  in  the  pre- 
fence of  her  fecret  council:  am  on  git  the  figna- 
* turesv 
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lures  I noticed  the  names  of  Bacon,  Leycefter, 
and  Cecil. 

Some  hiflorians  having  afferted,  that  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  carried  his  perfonal  refpedt  for 
queen  Elizabeth  fo  far  as  to  be  one  of  her  fuitors; 
while  Camden  only  relates,  that  he  propofed  to 
marry  lady  Anne  Haftings,  daughter  of  the  carl 
of  Huntingdon,  my  curiofity  led  me  to  make 
inquiries  into  this  tranfaHion.  With  refpeet  to 
any  treaty  of  marriage  between  the  tzar  and 
Elizabeth,  the  archives  are  filent;  but  fumiihed 
fome  curious  particulars  in  regard  to  the  intend- 
ed efpoufal  of  lady  Anne  Haftings. 

The  firft  hint  of  this  match  was  fuggefted  by 


Dr.  Robert  Jacob,  a phyfic.ian,  whom  Elizabeth, 
at  the  tzar’s  requeft,  lent  to  Mofcow.  Jacob, 
acquainted  with  the  ficklenefs  of  Ivan  in  his 
amours,  and  his  defire  of  contraHiim  an  alliance 
with  a foreign  princefs,  extolled  the  beauty,  ac- 
complifhments,  and  rank  of  lady  Anne  Haftings, 
whom  he  represented  as  niece  of  the  queen,  and 
daughter  of  an  independent  prince,  and  infpired 
the  tzar  with  a ltrong  inclination  to  efpoufc  her, 
although  he  had  juft  married  his  fifth  wife  Ma- 
ria Fecderofna.  The  tzar,  fired  by  his  deferip- 
tion,  difpatched  Gregory  Pirfemfkoi,  a Ruflian 
nobleman  of  the  firfc  diftinbljon,  to  England,  to 
make  a formal  demand  of  the  lady  for  his  wife. 

Tv  his  inftru&ions,  he  was  ordered,  after  a con- 

/. 
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ference  with  the  queen,  to  procure  an  interview 
with  the  lady,  obtain  her  portrait,  and  inform 
hi  mi  elf  of  the  rank  and  fituation  of  her  family: 
he  was  then  to  requeft  that  an  Englifh  embaffa- 
dor  niight  return  with  him  to  Mofcow,  with  full 
powers  to  adjuft  the  conditions  of  the  marriage. 
If  an  objection  fhould  be  railed,  that  Ivan  was 
already  married,  he  was  directed  to  anfwer,  that 
the  tzar,  having;  efpoufed  a fubject,  was  at  li- 
berty to  divorce  her  ; and  if  it  was  aiked,  what 

\ 

provifion  fhould  be  made  for  the  children  by  lady 
Anne  I ladings,  he  was  inftructed  to  reply,  that 
Feodor,  the  eldeft  prince,  was  heir  to  the  throne; 
but  that  her  children  fhould  be  amply  endowed. 

In  confequen'ce  of  thefe  orders,  Pirfemfkoi 
repaired  to  London,  had  an  audience  of  Eliza- 
heth,  faw  lady  Baitings,  who  had  juft  recovered 
from  the  final! -pox,  procured  her  portrait,  and 
returned  to  Mofcow  in  1583,  accompanied  with 


an  Eno’lifh  embaffador,  Sir  Jerome  Bowes.  The 
latter,  a perfon  of  a capricious  difpojStion,  at 
his  frit  interview  greatly  offended  the  tzar,  as 
well  by  bis  freedom  of  fpeeeli,  as  becaufe  be  was 
not  com miffi on ed  to  give  a final  affent  to  the 
marriage,  but  only  to  receive  a more  explicit 
offer,  and  transmit  it  to  the  queen.  The  tzar, 
u'naccuftomed  to  brook  delay,  declared,  “ that 


no  obffacle  lliould  prevent  him  from  marrying 
fome  kinfwoman  of  her  majeffy’s  ; that  he  lliould 

fend 
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fend  again  into  England  to  have  fome  one  of 
them  to  wife  ; adding,  that  if  her  majefty  would 
not,  upon  his  next  embafly,  fend  him  fuch  an 
one  as  he  defired,  himfelf  would  then  go  into 
England,  and  carry  his  treafure  with  him,  and 
marry  one  of  them  there.5’  Sir  Jerome  Bowes, 
probably  in  conformity  to  his  infractions,  threw- 
obftacles  in  the  way  of  the  marriage : inftead  of 
fpeaking  favourably  of  lady  Haitings,  he  men- 
tioned her  perfon  with  indifference,  and  denied 
that  fire  was  any  relation  to  the  queen ; adding, 
with  fome  marks  of  contempt,  that  his  mi  ft  rex 
had  manv  fuch  nieces.  By  thefe  means  the  ai- 

>/  %j 

fair  was  fufpended  ; and  the  negotiation  finally 
terminated  by  the  death  of  the  tzar  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  following  year. 

It  appears  from  thefe  archives,  that  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Ruffian  and  Englilh 
fove reigns,  which  began  with  Ivan,  did  not 


ceafe  upon  bis  demife.  The  amity,  indeed,  be* 
tween  the  two  courts  was  fo  firmly  eftablilhecL 
that  Charles  I.  fent  a corps  of  troops,  under 
colonel  Sanderfon,  to  the  affifitance  of  Michael 
Feodorovitch,  agamfl  Lad  ill  a us  king  of  Po- 
land ; and  Alexey  Michaelovitch  occafionally 

'<*J  Ci> 

furnhhed  Charles,  in  the  period  of  Ins  greateh 
diftrels,  with  money  and  corn.  The  laft  letter 
from  our  unfortunate  fovereign  to  Alexey  is 
dated  Ifle  of  Wight,  June  f,  1648,  and  was 

written 
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written  during  liis  confinement  in  Carifbrook* 
Caftle.  I obferved  one  from  Charles  II.  to  the 
tzar,  announcing  the  execution  of  his  father  : 
it  is  dated  September  the  16th,  1649,  and  was 
brought  to  M of  cow  by  Lord  Culpepper, 

During  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  Alexey 
maintained  a conftant  correfpondence  with  tlie 
exiled  Charles,  He  was  accuftomed  to  declare, 
that  all  monarchs  ought  to  efteem  the  caufe  of 
Charles  I.  as  ’their  own,  and  fhould  not,  by 
countenancing  an  ufurper,  encourage  fubjedts  to 
rebel  againft  their  king.  In  conformity  to  thefe 
fentiments  he  refilled,  for  fome  time*,  to  hold 
any  intercourfe  with  the  protector ; and  thefe 
archives  contain  no  letters  between  Cromwell 
and  the  tzar. 

The  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  renewed  the 
harmony  between  the  two  courts ; and  as  from 
this  interval  the  difpatches  received  from  Eng- 
land were  fo  numerous  as  to  require  feveral 

0 __ 

days  to  examine  them  with  attention,  I was 
compelled  to  retire  without  fatisfying  my  cm 
riofity.  Thefe  papers  containing  a complete 
hiftorical  feries  of  the  alliances,  connection,  cor- 


* I fay  for  fame  time',  for  although,  if  I rightly  remember,  theffe 
archives  contain  no  difpatches  between  the  tzar  and  Cromwell,  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  afterwards  Alexey  maintained  a correspondence' 
with  the  protector,  and  had  once  contented  to  receive  his  embafia- 
dors  at  Mofcow.  See  the  Chapter  on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 
jEnglifn  Trade  to  RufUa,  in  the  next  volume. 

8 refpondence. 
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refpondence,  and  commerce,  between  Ruffia  and 
England,  would  form  an  intcrefting  publication, 
if  printed  in  chronological  order,  and  interfpeif- 
ed  with  hiftorical  obfervations. 

I had  fcarcely  time  to  glance  over  the  nume- 
rous Rate-papers  which  relate  to  the  other  Eu- 
ropean powers  ; but  the  keeper  of  the  archives 
did  not  omit  pointing  out  to  me  one  document 
of  great  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  Ruffia:  I 
allude  to  the  famous  letter,  written  in  the  Ger- 
man tongue  from  Maximilian  I.  emperor  of 
Germany,  to  Vaffili  Ivanovitch,  confirming  a 
treaty  of  alliance  againft  Sigifmond  king  of  Po- 
land. This  difpatch,  dated  Auguft  the  4th, 
1514,  and  ratified  with  the  feal  of  the  golden- 
bull,  is  remarkable  becaufe  Maximilian  addreffes 
Vaffili  by  calling  him  Kayfer  und  Herrfcher  aller 
Rulfen ; Emperor  and  ruler  of  all  the  Kuflias. 

7 A. 

This  deed,  difeovered  by  baron  Shavirof  in  the 
arcliives  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  firft 
fusrgefied  to  Peter  the  idea  of  affuming  the 

Do  £5 

title  of  emperor.  The  claim  gave  rife  to  va- 
rious negotiations,  and  occafioned  a curious 
controverfy  among  the  learned,  concerning 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  titles  by  which 
the  monarchs  of  this  country  have  been  dif- 
tinguifhed.  The  early  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  were 

* The  reader  will  find  a copy  of  the  original  German  in  Weber’s 
Verandertes  Rufsland,  v.  I.  p-  357  j and  a faithful  tranflation  in 
Perry’s  Stats  of  Ruffia,  p,  25 3. 

called 
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Called  great-dukes;  and  Vaffili  Ivanov  itch * 
was  probably  the  firft  who  ftyled  himfelf  tzar,  an 
expreftion  which,  in  the  Sclavonian  language, 
fignifies  king ; his  fucceflors  continued  to  bear 
within  their  own  dominions  that  title  as  the  moft 
honourable  appellation,  until  Peter  the  Great 
hr  ft  took  that  of  Fovelitel , or  emperor.  It  is 
nevertheleis  as  certain,  that  the  foreign  courts ']% 
in  their  intercourfe  with  that  of  Mofcow,  ftyled 
the  fove.rcign  indifcrmiinately  great-duke,  tzar, 
and  emperor  With  refpect  to  England,  in 
Chancellor’s  Account  of  Ruffia,  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
vitch  IT.  was  called  lord  and  emperor  of  dll  Ruf- 
fia ; and  in  the  Englifh  difpatches,  from  the  reign, 
of  Elizabeth  to  that  of  Aline,  the  fovercign  was' 

generally  addreffed  under  the  fame  appellation. 

/ 

We  may  at  the  fame  time  remark,  that  when  the 
European  powers  ftyled  the  tzar  emperor  of  Muf- 
covv,  thev  by  no  means  intended  to  give  him  a 

* ft-*  v era 


* The  appellation  of  tzar  was  not  taken,  as  fome  authors  fup- 
pofe,  from  the  Tartars,  when  Ivan  conquered  Cafan,  for  the  prince 
of  Cafan  was  called  Khan. 

q This  is  afferted  upon  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  Herberftein  j 
and  Kis  authority  is  unqueftionable,  becaufe,  as  he  was  twice  era- 
baflador  to  Mofcow,  the  firft  time  to  VaiTiii  Ivanovitch,  and  after- 
wards to  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  he  mu  ft  have  been  acquainted  with 
the  titles  borne  by  thefe  two  fovereigns.  Other  authors  fuppofe 
that  his  foil  Ivan  was  the  firft  who  affumed  the  title  of  tzar. 

d According  to  Mayerberg,  the  title  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch 
prefixed  to  his  Code  of  Laws,  was  ‘•Tzar,  et  Magnus  Dux  totius 
Ruifias  Autrocator."  Iter  in  Mof.  p.  113. 
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title  fimilar  to  that  which  was  peculiar  to  the 
emperor  of  Germany  ; but 'bellowed  upon  him 
that  appellation  as  upon  an  Afiatic  fovereign, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  we  now  fay  the  emperors 
of  China  and  Japan.  When  Peter,  therefore,, 
determined  to  affume  the  title  of  emperor,  he 
found  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  it  was  corn 
ferred  upon  his  predeceffors  by  moil  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers  ; yet,  when  he  was  defirous  of 
affixing  to  the  term  the  European  fenfe,  it  was. 
confidered  as  an  innovation,  and  was  produ6live 
of  more  negotiations  than  would  have  been  re- 
quifite  for  the  termination  of  the  moll  impor- 
tant fate-affair.  After  many  delays  and  objec- 
tions, the  principal  courts  of  Europe  contented* 
about  the  year  1722,  to  addrefs  the  fovereign  of 
Ruffia  with  the  title  of  emperor,  without  preju- 
dice, neverthelefs,  to  the  other  crowned  heads 
of  Europe  #o 

The 


* Many  authors  have  erroneously  advanced,  that  the  Englldi 
«mbaflador,  Lord  Whitworth,  foon  after  the  battle  of  Pultava, 
gave,  by  order  of  queen  Anne,  the  title  of  emperor  in  its  European 
fenfe  to  Peter  the  Great.  But  the  following  extrafts  from  a difpatch 
of  Lord  Carteret  to  Sir  LukeSchaub,  the  Englilh  minifter  at  Paris, 
which  fell  under  my  obfervation  fince  I finished  the;  account  in  the 
text,  will  fully  contradict  thefe  affertions,  and  are  here  inferted,  be* 
caule  they  will  help  to  throw  further  light  upon  this  fubjedt.  The 
United  Provinces  and  the  king  of  Prufha  had,  in  1711,  acknowl- 
edged Peter’s  right  to  the  tit^e  of  emperor ; but  the  courts  of 
London  and  Pari§  withheld  their  confent.  During  the  tiegotiatiom, 
t flroL,  t,  be  feveral 
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The  archives  contain  alfo  thirteen  volumes  of 
letters,  journals,  notes,  and  other  manuferipts, 

of 

feveral  difpatches  palled  between  lord  Carteret,  fecretary  of  date,, 
cardinal  Dubois,  and  Sir  Luke  Scliaub,  Englilh  minifters  at  Paris. 

tf  Le  cardinal,”  writes  lord  Carteret,  in  one  of  bis  difpatches  to 
Sir  Luke,  dated  Jan.  1721-z,  <c  croit  qu’on  pourroit  accorder  le 
tltre  de  Petnpereur  au  tzar,  de  maniere  que  les  couronnes  n’en  fuf~ 
fent  point  prejudicies.” 

tl  Le  Roy  [George  I.]  a trouve  la  reponfe  ti  es  fage,  que  le  cardi- 
nal a faite  aux  miniftres  du  czar  touchant  la  demande  du  titre  d'em- 
pereur . Nous  agirons  de  concert,  avec  fon  eminence  dans  cette  af- 
faire. Et  pour  luy  donner  les  eclairciftements  qu’elle  fouhaite,  tou- 
chant  ce  qui  s’eft  paffe  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  le  czar  a 1’egard 
du  titre,  je  vous  enveye  un  extrait,  qui  a ete  tire  des  regiftres  de 
nos  archives,  pour  luy  etre  communique.  Les  miniftres  Mofco- 
vifces  ne  font  nullement  fondez  en  ce  qu’ils  alleguent  que  ce  titre  a 
ete  accorde  au  czar  corame  une  partie  de  la  fatisfadtion  dans  l’affaire 
de  Matueof.  II  eft  conftantque  Ton  ne  fit  alors  aucun  changement 
a cette  occalion  la. 

a En  examinant  le  ftile,  dent  ies  roys  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  fe 
£ont  fervis,  en  ecrivant.  aux  czars  de  Mofcovie,  on  eft  remonte  juf- 
qu’au  terns  de  la  reine  Elizabeth.  On  trouve  qu’on  leur  a toujours 
«crit  en  Anglois,  et  que  cette  princefte. 

An.  1559.  Se  fervoit  du  ftile  d' empereur  et  de  highness. 

1616.  Le  roy  jaques  I.  de  celuy  d'empereur  et  de  majejiy, 

1633.  Le  roy  Charles  I. 

1666.  Le  roy  Charles  II. 

1687.  Jaques  II.  et  Guillaume  III.  de  celuy  d'emperour  tt 

1 6|5 . d* imperial  majejiy, 

S707.  La  reine  Anne  s’eft:  fervie  du  ftile  d'emperour  et  d' imperial 
majejiy,  jiiiqu’a  1’an  1707,  et  alors  on  commenga  a ecrire 
commander,  Sec.  et  coear ic  majejiy, 

170S.  En  1708,  le  19  Juillet  et  le  19  Septembre,  commander  et 
imperial  majejiy  $ et  le  9 Novembre  de  la  meme  annee 
emperour  et  imperial  majejiy , En  1709,  17 10,  1 7 1 is 
emper our  et  imperial  majejiy, 

Em 
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of  Peter  the  Great,  written  with  his  own  hand ; 
thefe  papers  fufficiently  lliow  the  indefatigable 


tEn  1712,  1713,  1714,  emperour  et  czar e an,  czarijh , et 
imperial  majefty , tantot  Tun,  tantot  l’autre,  et  fouvent 
czarijh  et  imperial  majefty,  dans  une  mente  lettre. 

En  1714,  le  27  Septembre,  le  itlle  de  la  lettre  de  notifi- 
cation de  Pavenement  du  roy  a la  Couronne,  eft,  empe- 
rcur  et  your  majefty,  et  dans  plufieursautreslettres  depuis 
ce  temps  la  czarijh,  on.  imperial  majefty , et  quelquefois 
your  majefty  fimplement. 


Voicy  le  titre  entier. 

To  the  moft  high,  moft  potent,  and  molt  illuftrious,  our  moft  dear 
brother,  the  great  lord  czar,  and  great-duke,  Peter  Alexejewitz, 
of  all  the  Greater,  Lefler,  and  White  Rufiia,  Self-Upholder  of 
Mufcovia,  Kiovia,  Ulodomiria,  Novogardia,  czar  of  Cazan,  czar 
of  Aftrachan,  czar  of  Siberia,  lord  of  Plexoe,  and  great-duke  of 
Smoleniko,  Tueria,  Ugoria,  Permia,  Viatkya,  Bolgaria,  and  others* 
lord  and  great-duke  of  Novogardia,  and  of  the  Lower  Countries  of 
Czernegoriky,  Refanlky,  Roftovelky,  Yeroflave,  Beloorzerfky, 
Udorlky,  Obdorfki,  Condinfki,  and  emperour  of  all  the  Northern 
Coafts,  lord  of  the  Lands  of  Iverfky,  Cartilinfky,  and  Gruzenlky, 
czar  of  the  Lands  of  Caberdiniky,  Czerealky,  and  duke  of  the 
Mountains,  and  of  many  other  Dominions  and  Countries,  Eaft, 
Weft,  and  North,  from  Father,  and  from  Grandfather,  Heir,  Lord 
and  Conqueror. 

Lord  Carteret,  in  a letter  to  the  cardinal  Dubois,  writes : Le  roi 
concoura  fans  difficult^  avec  fa  majefte  tres  Chretienne  a faire  ce  que 
V.  Eminence  jugera  convenable,  par  rapport  au  nouveau  titre  que 
le  czar  demande,  et  un  parfait  concert  a faire  efperer  a ce  prince  une 
telle  complaifance  pour  fervir  a 1c  gagner,  et  a nous  faire  tirer  fruits 
de  fon  ambition.  Jan.  30,  1721-2. 

And  in  a difpatch  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  he  thus  exprefles  him- 
felf:  La  coutume  icy  a toujours  ete  d’ecrire  aux  czars  de  Mofcovie 
fur  du  velin  enlumine  peint  et  dore,  comme  on  fait  aux  empereurs 
de  Maroc  et  Fez,  et  a plufieurs  autres  '-princes  non-Europeens  left- 
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pains  with  which  that  great  monarch  noted- 
down  the  minuted  circumftances,  that  might 
prove  ufeful  in  his  extenfive  plans  for  the  civili- 
zation and  aggrandifement  of  his  country. 
Muller  has  lately  given  to  the  public  fev'eral  let- 
ters and  other  pieces  of  this  kind,  which  throw 
a confiderable  light  upon  the  tranfadtions  of  Pe- 
ter's reign,  and  afford  {hiking  inftances  of  his 
perfevering  genius. 

From  the  archives  we  repaired  to  the  univerfity, 
alfo  fituated  in  the  Khitaigorod:  it  was  founded 
at  the  indance  of  count  Shuvalof,  by  the  cm- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  for  fix  hundred  ftudents,  who  are 
clothed,  boarded,  and  indruded  at  the  expence 
of  the  crown.  We  were  received,  with  great  ci- 

quels  felon  cette  coutume  feroient  egalement  fondez  d’infifter  furle 
litre  d’empereur.  On  n'a  jamah  voulu  changer  l’ufage  Stably, 
quoique  les  Mofcovites  1'ayent  fort  folicite  durant  l’ambaflade  de 
my  lord  Whitworth  a Mofcow.  Ce  miniftre  s’excufa  toujours  d’en 
faire  la  propofition.  II  leur  dit,  qu’il  leur  donneroit  le  titre,  fens 
difficulte,  tel  qubl  le  trouvoit  etabli  > mais  qu’il  ne  leur  confeilloit 
pas  de  remuer  cette  matiere,  ni  de  s’eclaircir  trop  foigneufement  fur 
quel  pied  on  leur  donnoit  ce  titre.  Les  Mofcovites  crurent  fon  avis 
bon  pour  lors.  Quand  my  lord  Whitworth  et  Mr.  l’amiral  Norris 
furent  chargez  d’une  commiffion  auprez  du  czar  a Amiterdam,  ils 
n’eurent  que  des  lettres  de  cachet,  dont  le  Rile  etoit  <votre  majejle  j 
les  minifcres  Rulfiens  en  firent  d’abord  quelque  fcrupule,  mais  n’y 
infifterent  pas. 

Thefe  extra&s  are  drawn  from  Sir  Luke  Schaub’s  State  Papers* 
in  the  rare  and  ample  collection  of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  a noble- 
man as  diftinguilhed  for  the  extent,  as  the  liberal  communication  of 
his  knowledge. 


✓ 


% 


X 


. 


To  face  Page  373,  FoL  I. 
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Specimen  of  the  Ruffian  print  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Right  honourable  LORD 
HERBERT  on  his  Travels  thro’  Ruffia,  accompany’d 
by  Captain  Floyd  and  Mr.  Coxe\  on  their  honouring 
the  Imperial  Univerfity  of  Mofco  with  a friendly  vifit 
this  * 1 Day  of  September  1778. 


ie  niHCHeme  ne^auni  Poccihckoh  noaHe- 
ceHo  BbTcoKonotfjnepm^HiueMy  MOP  4 V 
PEPBEPTy  bb  ero  nyinemecmB oBaHiii  iipesb  Poc- 
ciio  cb  KammiarioMB  d>x.oug_OM7)  h Po cho4hhomb 
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Guai  ocMOHiibiML  iiocbiijeHieMb  Mmit ep  arnop  ciei  h Mo  - 
CKOBCEit  ynifBepcmireiirb  CemiraSpji  1 4Ha  1778  ro/ia. 
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vility,  by  the  director  of  tflfe  univerfity  and  pro- 
feffors,  who  concluded  us  fil’d:  to  their  printing- 
office.  One  of  the  preffes  being  at  work,  feveral 
ffieets  were  {truck  off  and  prefented  to  us  as  fpc- 
ciniens  of  the  Ruffian  typography  ; on  examin- 
ing them  we  found  a compliment  ary  add  refs  to 
ourfelves  in  the  Englifli  and  Ruffian  languages, 
of  which  the  annexed  engraving  is  a fac-fimile ,■ 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  univerfity  library, 
which  contains  a fmall  collection  of  books,  and 
a moderate  apparatus  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy.  On  taking  leave  of  the  director,  he  oblig- 
ingly prefented  me  with  a Grammar  of  the  Tar- 
tar language,  which  is  taught  in  this  fociety,  a 
Syllabus  of  a year’s  leCtures,  and  a Catalogue  of 
the  Greek  Manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy 
Synod.  An  extraCi  from  the  Syllabus  # will  cliff 
play  to  the  reader  the  general  ffudies,  and  the 
principal  books  ufed  in  this  univerfity  for  the  in- 
ftruCtion  of  the  {indents. 

I.  A courfe  of  leCtures  on  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Ruffian  Law,  on  Nettelbaclianus,  Syjlema  uni - 
verfie  Jurifprudentice>  and  outlie  Jus  Cam  hi  ale; 
eight  hours  a week.  On  Cicero’s  Orations 
againft  Catiline,  the  fixth  book  of  Virgil’s 
Eneid,  plays  of  Plautus  and  Terence,  inftruCtions 
on  the  manner  of  writing  Latin  and  Ruffian 

* It  is  entitled  “ Catalogus  prseledlionum  publication.  inUniveiv 
ttiate  C^farea  Mofqaenfi  habendarum.’'8 
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verfes  from  tlie  examples  of  Horace  and  Lomo- 
nofof ; an  expofition  of  the  panegyrical  orations 
of  Lomonofof,  together  with  tranflations  and 
exercifes  in  Latin  and  Ruffian  profe : eight  hours 
a week.  3.  On  arithmetic,  trigonometry,  and 
optics,  from  Weidler’s  Mathematics  Inftitu - 
tiones ; and  experimental  philofophy  from  Kru- 
ger’s Compendium.  4.  On  antient  and  modern 
hiftory.  5.  Introduction  to  the  knowledge  of 
moral  philofophy,  from  Bielfield’s  Inftitutes. 
6.  On  clinic  medicine,  or  the  remedies  ufed  by 
antient  and  modem  phyficians,  from  Vogel’s 
Compendium.  7.  On  the  pandects,  from  the 
Compendium  of  Heineccius,  and  a companion 
between  the  Roman  and  Ruffian  lav/ : eight  hours 
a wreek.  Profeffor  Defaitfky,  who  reads  this  lec- 
ture,  teaches  alfo  the  Englifh  language  from  a 
Grammar  compiled  by  himfelf:  four  hours  a 
wreek.  8.  Logic  and  metaphyfics  from  Rau- 
meiiler's  logic,  eight  hours  ; and  four  geometry 
and  trigonometry,  from  Weidler.  9.  On  phytic 
under  the  following  heads : pathology,  dietetics, 
and  therapeutics,  from  Ludwig’s  Compendium. 

10.  On  Botany,  after  the  fyftem  of  Linnasus. 

11.  Anatomy  from  Ludwig.  12.  On  the  ety- 
mology, fyntax,  and  ftyle  of  the  French  tongue: 
eight  hours.  13.  Etymology,  fyntax,  and  ftyle 
of  the  German. 

Befide  the  univerfity,  there  are  two  gymnafia, 


€»  5. 


M O S C O W, 


3?5 


or  feminaries,  for  the  education  of  youth,  en- 
dowed alio  by  Elizabeth,  in  which  are  taught 
divinity,  dailies,  phiiofepliy,  the  Greek,  Latin, 
Ruffian,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Tartar 
languages ; hiftory,  geography,  mathematics, 
algebra,  architedhire,  fortification,  artillery, 
drawing  and  painting,  mufic,  fencing,  dancing^ 
reading,  and  writing.  There  are  twenty- three 
profeffors:  amongft  thefe,  the  Syllabus  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Alexief  teaches  divinity  two  hours 
in  the  week.  Mr.  Matthau,  profeffor  and  rector 
of  both  feminaries,  explains  fome  of  Cicero’s 
Orations  and  felect  Epiftles,  Libanius’s  Letters, 
Ernefti’s  Oratorical  Effays,  Xenophon's  Anabaji$% 
teaches  the  Roman  antiquities  from  B unmans 
Compendium,  and  continues  his  ufual  Latin 
yxercifes  upon  oratory.  Mr.  Sinkovfki,  every 
morning  from  feven  to  nine,  treats  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  rhetoric,  particularly  concerning  the 
Periodologia , both  as  to  theory  and  practice, 
from  Burgius's  'Element a Oratorio, ; explains 
Cacfar’s  Commentaries  and  Juftin ; employs  his 
fcholars  in  Latin  and  Ruffian  tranflations,  and  in 
the  etymology  and  fyntax  of  the  Greek  tongue: 
reads  Plutarch  Tlrvyjs ; and,  from  nine  to 
twelve  on  Mondays,  Wednefdays,  and  Saturdays, 
Ovid’s  M etamorphofis,  and  conneds  mythology 
with  antient  hiftory  and  geography.  Mr.  Tiber- 
botaref,  extraordinary  profeffor  of  logic  and  mo- 
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rality,  and  under-librarian  to  the  univerfity,  four 
hours  in  the  week,  comments  upon  Heineccii  ete- 
menta  philo fophice  rationalis  et  morcdis , as  well 
in  the  original  Latin,  as  in  the  Ruffian  # tranfla- 
tion,  for  the  benefit  of  thpfe  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  Latin  tongue.  Mr.  Urbanfki  gives 
inftrufiions  in  rhetoric  from  the  Compendium  of 
Burgius,  both  in  theory  and  practice.  Mr.  Hoi- 
berftof  explains  Count  Teffin’s  Letters  to  a young 
prince  f. 

The  account  of  the  Greek  manufcripts  in  the 
library  of  the  Holy  Synod  at  Mofcow,  prefetited 
to  me  by  the  director,  bore  this  title  : “ JSr o t it  la 
codicum  manuscript  or  um  Graecorum  Bibliothe - 
caruVii  Mofquenjium  fanctiffimae  fynodi  Eccle- 
Jiae  orthodox  we  Graeco- Rufficae , cum  varus 
c inecdotls , tabulis  aeneis  et  indicibus  heap  Lei  if- 
Jimis.  Ediclit  Chrijiianus  Fredericas  Matthaei , 
Gymnafiorum  Univerjitatis  Mofquenjis  Rector . 
Mo  [quae , typ  is  Un  i cerji  tat  is,  Anno  1 776,”  folio. 

« N 

The  author  is  Chriftian  Frederick  Matthau,  a 
learned  German,  who  was  educated  at  Leipfic 
under  the  celebrated  Ernefti,  and  had  already 
difplayed  his  erudition  by  feveral  excellent  edi- 
tions of  the  daffies.  Being  drawn  to  Mofcow  by 
the  liberality  of  the  emprefs,  he  was  appointed  a 

..  1 V. 

a » ' • 

* lis  prsecipue,  qui  lingua?  Latinae  funt  ignari,  nec  fua  ftudia 
Sicademica  in  univerlitate  ulterius  profequi  poflunt. 
f The  king  of  Sweden  when  prince  royal. 

profeffor 
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profeffor  of  this  univerfity.  Soon  after  his  ar- 
rival, he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ftate  of 
Greek  literature,  and  explored  the  curious  col- 
lection of  Greek  manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the 
Holy  Synod,  the  greater  part  of  which  had,  at 
the  fuggeftion  of  the  patriarch  Nicon,  been  col- 
lected by  the  monk  Arfenius  from  the  monafterj 
of  Mount  Athos. 

/ 

As  a catalogue  of  thefe  manufcripts,  publilhed 
by  Athan alius  Schiada,  at  the  command  of  Peter 
the  Great,  was  exceedingly  inaccurate,  Mat- 
than*  was  encouraged  by  Prince  Potemkin,  the 
great  patron  of  antient  literature,  who  defrayed 
the  expence  of  the  publication,  to  undertake 
this  work  upon  a more  extenfive  plan.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1776,  the  learned  editor  gave  to  the 
public  the  fir  ft  part,  in  which  he  has  laid  down 
an  accurate  and  circumftantial  detail  of  fifty- 
one  manufcripts,  accompanied  with  judicious 
remarks  and  critical  inquiries.  He  deferibes  the 
materials  upon  which  each  manufeript  is  written; 
fpecifies  the  age,  contents,  and  author,  the 
number  of  pages,  and  the  firft  and  lafl  words : 
he  points  out  alfo  the  different  proprietors.  The 
author  propofes  to  continue  the  publication  at 
different  intervals,  until  he  has  finilhed  the  ac- 
count. But  as  it  would  require  many  years  thus 

* Parris  has  enumerated  the  editions  publifhed  by  MatthseL 
jfhilof.  Inquiries,  p.  564. 

minutely 
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minutely  to  defcribe  all  the  manufcripts,  which 
amount  to  502;  the  learned  author  has,  in  the 
mean  while,  favoured  the  public  with  a complete 
catalogue,  in  a lefs  circumftantial  manner*.  To 
this  index  is  prefixed  a fatisfactory  and  comp  re- 
lienfive  introduction  ; in  which,  after  informing 
tisthathe  compiled  it  for  the  ufe  of  prince  Yufa- 
pof,  an  enthufiaft  in  Greek  literature,  he  gives 
a brief  account  of  the  principal  manufcripts. 
He  enumerates  feveral  of  the  Septuagint,  and 
one  in  particular  of  the  Books  of  Kings,  which  is 
of  the  ninth  century,  and  contains,  in  feme 
places,  many  various  readings,  materially  dif- 
fering from  the  printed  editions.  He  mentions 
alfo  feveral  of  the  New  Teftament ; fome  ac- 
companied with  antient  commentaries,  which 
have  never  been  publifhed,  and  which  the  inge- 
nious author  has  tranferibed,  collated,  and  pre- 
pared for  the  prefs.  The  moil  antient  of  thefe 
was  written  at  different  periods  ; the  frft  part  fo 
early  as  the  feventh  or  eighth  century,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth.  This 
collection,  he  adds,  though  chiefly  confined  to 
theological  fubjecis,  is  by  no  means  deficient  in 
the  daffies  ; among  which  he  notices  Homer, 
JEfchylus,  Sophocles,  Dcmofthcnes,  JEfchines, 

* “ Index  codicum  manuferiptorum  Graecorum  Bibliothecarmn 
Mofquenfium  fan&iffimae  Synod i ecclefiae  orthodoxae  Graeco- 
Rufficae:  edidit  Chriftianus  Fridericus  Matthaei.  Petropoli,  typis 
Academiae  Scientiarum,  1780,”  ato. 

Hefiod, 
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Hefiod,  Paufanias,  Plutarch,  and  a moft  beauti- 
ful Strabo,  which  he  has  collated  for  the  new 
edition  of  that  author,  preparing  for  the  Claren- 
don prefs  by  Mr.  Falkener  of  Oxford*. 

In  this  library  of  the  Holy  Synod  Matthaei 
difcovered  anantient  hymn  to  Ceres  in  a manu- 
fcript  of  Homer,  written  about  the  conclufion  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  but  which  he  fuppofes  a 
tranfcript  from  an  antient  and  valuable  copy: 
this  manufcript,  befide  a fragment  of  the  Iliad, 
contained  the  fixteen  hymns  ufually  attributed 
to  Homer,  in  the  fame  order  as  they  are  generally 
printed.  At  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  he  found 
twelve  verfes  of  a hymn  to  Bacchus,  and  a hymn 
to  Ceres,  which,  excepting  the  laft  part,  was  en- 
tire. Matthaei,  well  acquainted  with  the  delays 
which  would  attend  the  publication  at  Mofcow, 
fent  a copy  of  the  hymn  to  the  celebrated  Run- 
kenius,  of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  who  gave  it 
to  the  public  in  1780  ; and  twenty  lines  being 
omitted  by  miftake,  he  put  forth  a fecond  edi- 
tion the  following  yearf. 

* It  was  a confiderable  difappointment  to  me,  that  Mr.  Matthaei 
was  abfent  from  Mofcow  during  my  continuance  in  that  city,  as  I 
fhould  have  derived  great  information  from  his  acquaintance.  I 
have  iikewife  to  regret,  that,  on  account  of  his  ab fence,  I could  not 
obtain  a fight  of  thefe  manufcripts. 

f Homeri  Hymnus  in  Cererem  nunc  primum  editus  a Davide 
Runkenio. 

The 
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The  learned  editor  has  prefixed  a critical  dif~ 
quifition,  in  which  he  afierts  that  the  hymn  is 
undoubtedly  of  great  antiquity,  and  written,  if 
not  by  Homer  himfelf,  yet  certainly  by  a very 
diligent  imitator  of  his  ftyle  and  phrafeology. 
Though  the  flyle  and  plan  of  this  hymn  appears 
to  me  (as  well  as  to  the  celebrated  editor)  infe- 
rior to  Homer,  and  in  fome  places  unworthy  of 
him  5 yet  this  argument,  depending  on  the  tafte 
and  feelings  of  the  reader,  will  not  operate  on 
all  with  equal  force ; nor  will  even  they  who 
allow  its  inferiority  to  the  other  productions  of 
the  divine  poet,  be  inclined  to  grant  the  con- 
elufion,  that  it  is  not  his  work  ; becaufe  Homer 
might  in  one  particular  compofition  fall  below 
his  ufuai  ftandard  of  excellence.  A ftronger 
proof  againft  its  originality  may  be  drawn  from 
the  words,  phrafes,  and  inflexions  occurring  in 
this  poem,  which  are  either  of  a later  date  than 
the  age  of  Homer,  or  not  found  in  his  unfuf- 
pected  works.  Some  of  thefe  are  enumerated  by 
the  editor 

% The  claflical  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  further  information  re- 
lative to  the  genuinenefs  of  this  antient  poem,  is  referred  to  the 
laft  edition  of  the  hymn  by  Runkenius,  and  to  the  preface  of 
Hole’s  Tranllation, 
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Retail  trade  in  the  Khitaigorod. — Market  for  the  fale  of  houfes.— < 
Excellence  of  the  police  in  cafes  of  riot  or  fire. — Chefs  common 
in  Ruflia.— Account  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital. — Excurfion  to 
the  Monaftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity. — Delays  of  the  poll. — De- 
fcription  of  the  monaftery. — Tomb  and  hiitory  of  Maria  titular 
queen  of  Livonia. — Tomb  and  character  of  Boris  Godunof. 

\/TO$COW  is  the  centre  of  the  inland  com- 
XtX  merce  0f  Ruflia,  and  Connects  the  trade 
between  Europe  and  Siberia, 

The  navigation  to  this  city  is  formed  folely  by 
the  Mofkva,  which,  falling  into  the  Occa  near 
Colomna,  communicates  by  means  of  that  river 
with  the  Volga*.  But,  as  the  Mofkva  is  only 
navigable  in  fpring,  on  the  melting  of  the  fnow, 
the  principal  merchandize  is  conveyed  on  Hedges 
in  winter. 

Almoft  the  whole  retail  commerce  of  the  city 
is  carried  on  in  the  Khitaigorod,  where,  accord- 
ing to  a cuflom  common  in  Ruffia,  as  well  as  in 
mo  ft  kingdoms  of  the  Eaft,  the  Hi  ops  and  ware- 
houfes  are  cohered  in  one  fpot.  The  place  is 
like  a kind  of  fair,  confiding  of  many  rows  of 
low  brick  buildings  ; the  interval  between  them 
refembling  alleys.  Thele  fhops  or  booths  occupy 

* For  the  communication  of  the  Volga  with  the  Baltic,  fee  ths 
chapter  on  the  Inland  Navigation  of  Ruffia,  in  the  next  volume. 

a confiderable 
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a conficlerable  fpace,  and  do  not,  as  with  tis, 
make  part  of  the  houfes  inhabited  by  the  trades- 
men, but  are  ufually  detached  from  their  dwel- 
lin  gs,  which  are  moftly  at  feme  diftance  in  ano- 
ther quarter  of  the  town.  The  tradefman  comes 
to  his  thop  in  the  morning,  and  returns  to  his  fa- 
mily ih  the  afternoon.  Every  trade  has  its  Sepa- 
rate department ; and  they  who  fell  the  fame 
goods  have  booths  adjoining  to  each  other. 
Furs  and  Ikins  form  the  mo  ft  confiderable  article 
of  commerce  in  Mofcow,  and  the  drops  vending 
thofe  commodities  occupy  Several  Streets 

Among  the  curiofities  of  Mofcow,  I mu  ft  not 
omit  the  market  for  the  Sale  of  houfes.  It  is  held 
in  a large  open  fpace,  in  one  of  the  Suburbs,  and 
exhibits  ready-made  houfes , ftrewed  on  the 
ground.  The  purchafer  who  wants  a dwelling, 
repairs  to  this  Spot,  mentions  the  number  of 
rooms  he  requires,  examines  the  different  tim- 
bers, which  are  regularly  numbered,  and  bar- 
gains for  that  which  Suits  his  purpofe.  The  houfe 
is  Sometimes  paid  for  upon  the  Spot,  and  removed 
by  the  purchafer;  or  the  vender  contrafts  to 
tranfport  and  erect  it  upon  the  place  where  it  is 
defigned  to  Stand.  It  may  leem  incredible,  that 
a dwelling  mav  be  thus  bought,  removed,  railed, 
and  inhabited,  within  the  Space  of  a week  ; but 

* According- to  Storfch.the  number  of  {hops  and  warehoufes  in 
Mofcow  amount  to  6,000,  of  which  the  Khitaigorod  contains  4,075. 

it 
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it  will  appear  eafily  practicable  by  confidering 
that  thefe  ready-made  hoiifes  are  in  general 
merely  collections  of  trunks  of  trees,  tenanted 
and  mortaifed  at  each  extremity,  fo  that  nothing1 
more  is  required  than  the  labour  of  tranfporting 
and  adj  lifting  them. 

But  this  fummary  mode  of  building  is  not  al- 
ways peculiar  to  the  meaner  hovels ; as  wooden 
ftru&ures  of  large  d i mentions  and  handfome  ap- 
pearance are  occafionally  formed  in  Ruffia,  with 
an  expedition  almoft  inconceivable  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  other  countries.  A remarkable  In- 
fiance  of  this  difpatclr  was  difplayed  during  the 
laft  vifit  of  the  emprefs  to  Mofcow.  Her  majefty 
propofed  to  refide  in  the  manfion  of  prince  Ga- 
litzin,  which  is  efteemed  the  completed:  edifice 
in  this  city?  but  as  it  was  not  fufficiently  fpa- 
cious  for  her  reception,  a temporary  addition  of 
wood,  larger  than  the  original  houfe,  and  con- 
taining a magnificent  fuite  of  apartments,  was 
finiflied  within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks.  This  me- 
teor-like fabrick  was  fo  handfome  and  commo- 
dious, that  the  materials  were  afterwards  taken 
down  and  re-conftruCled,  upon  an  eminence 
near  the  city,  as  an  imperial  villa. 

In  Mofcow  I obferved  an  admirable  police  for 
preventing  riots,  or  flopping  the  concourfe  of 
people  in  cafe  of  fires,  which  are  very  frequent  in 
thole  parts  where  the  houfes  are  moldy  of  wood, 

and 
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and  the  ftreets  laid  with  timber.  At  the  en* 
trance  of  each  ftreet  is  a chevautt-de-frize  gate? 
one  end  turning  upon  a pivot,  and  the  other 
rolling  upon  a wheel ; near  it  is  a centry-box,  in 
which  a man  is  occafionally  Rationed.  In  times 
of  riot  or  fire  the  centinel  fhuts  the  gate,  and  all 
paftage  is  immediately  hopped. 

Chefs  is  fo  common  in  Ruffia,  that  during  our 
continuance  at  Mofcow,  I fcarcely  entered  into 
any  company  where  parties  were  not  engaged  in 
that  diverfion  ; and,  in  palling  the  ftreets,  I fre- 
quently obferved  the  tradefmen  and  common 
people  playing  before  the  doors  of  their  {hops 
or  houfes.  The  Ruffians  are  efteemed  great  pro- 
ficients in  chefs.  With  them  the  queen  has,  in 
addition  to  the  other  moves,  that  of  the  knight, 
which,  according  to  Phillidor,  fpoils  the  game, 
but  which  renders  it  more  complicated,  and  of 
courfe  more  interefting.  The  Ruffians  play  alfo 
at  chefs  with  four  perfons  at  the  fame  time,  two 
againft  two ; for  which  purpofe  the  board  is 
longer  than  ufual,  contains  more  men,  and  is 
provided  with  a greater  number  of  fquares.  I 
was  informed,  that  this  mode  is  more  difficult, 
but  more  agreeable,  than  the  common  manner. 

Among  the  public  inftitutions,  the  moft  re- 
markable is  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  endowed  by 
the  emprefs  in  1764,  and  fupported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  legacies,  and  other  charitable 

gifts* 


MOSCOW. 


€.  6. 

gifts*.  To  encourage  donations,  her  iftajefty 
grants  to  all  benefactors  fome  valuable  privileges* 
and  a certain  degree  of  rank  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  their  liberality.  The  hofpital* 
fituated  in  an  airy  part  of  the  town  on  a gentle 
afcent  near  the  river  Mofkva,  is  a large  quadran- 
gular building,  part  of  which  only  was  finidied  * 
it  contained  3000  foundlings,  and,  when  the 
whole  is  completed,  will  receive  8000. 

The  children  are  received  at  the  porter’s  lodge* 
and  admitted  without  recommendation.  The 
rooms  are  lofty  and  large ; the  dormitories* 
which  are  feparate  from  the  work  rooms,  are 
airy,  and  the  beds  not  crowded:  each  found- 
ling, even  each  infant,  has  a feparate  bed ; the 
bedheads  are  of  iron ; the  lheets  are  changed 
once,  and  the  linen  three  times  a wreek.  I was 
particularly  ftruck  with  the  neatnefs  of  the 
rooms;  even  the  nurferies  were  uncommonly 
clean,  and  without  unwholefomc  fmells.  No 
cradles  are  allowed,  and  rocking  is  forbidden. 
The  infants  are  not  fwaddled  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  but  loofeiy  dreffed. 

The  dire 61  or  obligingly  favoured  us  with  his 
company,  and  {hewed- us  the  foundlings  at  their 
refpeCtive  works.  On  his  appearance  the  chib 

- N 

• Befides  thefe  occafional  fupplies,  the  inilitution  is  fupported 
by  a lottery,  tax  upon  public  entertainments,  and  cards,  which  arc 
ftamped  by  the  Foundlings'  Hofpital.— Richer  Skizze  von  Mefka. 
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dren  crowded  round  him  ; fome  took  hold  of  hb 
arm  ; fome  held  by  his  coat ; others  killed  his 
hand,  and  all  expreffed  the  higheft  fatisfadtiom 
Thefe  natural  and  unfeigned  marks  of  regard 
were  convincing  proofs  of  his  miklncfs  and 
go od -nature  ; for  children,  when  ill rifed,  natu- 
rally crouch  before  thofe  who  have  the  manage- 
inent  of  them.  I could  be  no  judge  ' : whether 
the  children  were  well  inltracied,  and  the  regula- 
tions well  obferved  ; but  I was  perfectly  con- 
vinced, from  their  behaviour,  that  thev  were  in 
general  happy  and  contented,  and  perceived 
from  their  looks  that  they  were  remarkably  heal- 
thy ; a circumftance  owing:  to  the  uncommon 
care  which  is  paid  to  clean] inefs  both  in  their 
perfons  and  rooms. 

The  foundlings  are  divided  intofeparate  dalles, 
according  to  their  refpcctive  ages.  The  children 
remain  in  the  nurfery  two  wears,  at  the  end  of 
which  term  they  are  admitted  into  the  loweii 
clafs  ; the  boys  and  girls  continue  together  until 
they  are  feven  years  of  age,  at  which  period  they 
are  feparated.  Both  fexes  are  infiruded  in  read- 
ing, writing,  and  calling  accounts.  The  boys  are 
taught  to  knit,  card  hemp,  flax,  and  wool,  and  to 
work  in  the  different  manufactories.  The  girls 
learn  to  knit,  net,  and  perform  all  kinds  of  needle- 
work ; they  fp in  and  weave  lace,  and  are  em- 
ployed in  cookery,  baking,  and  h o ufe -work. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  the  foundlings  enter 
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into  the  firft  clafs,  and  have  the  liberty  of  cliuf- 
ing  any  particular  branch  of  trade,:  for  which 
purpofe  different  fpccies  of  manufactures  are  efta- 
blithed  in  the  hofpital ; the  principal  are  em- 
broidery, filk  ftockings,  ribbands,  lace,  gloves, 
buttons,  and  cabinet-work.  A feparate  room 
is  appropriated  to  each  trade.  Some  are  in- 
It ructed  in  the  French  and  Gerihan  languages, 
and  a few  of  the  boys  in  the  Latin  tongue ; 
others  learn  miifi'c,  drawing,  and  dancing! 
About  the  age  of  twenty,  the  foundlings  receive 
a fum  of  money,  and  feveral  other  advantages, 
which  enable  them  to  'follow  tMir  ‘trade  in  any 
part  of  the  empire:  a confiderable  privilege  in 
Ruff  a,  where  the  peafants  are  haves,  and  cannot 
leave  their  village  without  the  peffhlffioii  of  their 
m after. 

In  another  vifit  which  I paid  to  this  hofpitak 
I faw  the  foundlings  at  dinner:  the  girls  and 
boys  dine  fcpatately.  The  dining  rooms,  which 
are  upon  the  ground -floor,  are  large  and  vaulted, 
and  feparated  from  their  work  rooms.  The  frit 
clafs  lit  at  table,  the  reft  hand  ; the  little  chil- 
dren are  attended  by  fervants ; but  tliofe  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  clafs  alternately  wait  upon  each 
other.  The  dinner  confifted  of  beef  and  mutton 
boiled  in  broth,  with  rice;  I tailed  both,  which 
were  remarkably  good : tlie  bread  was  very 
fweet,  and  baked  in  the  horde,  chiefly  by  the 
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foundlings.  Each  foundling  has  a napkin,  pew- 
template,  knife,  fork,  and  fpoon:  the  napkin 
and  table-cloth  are  clean  three  times  in  the  week. 
They  rife  at  fix,  dine  at  eleven,  and  fup  at  fix. 
The  little  children  have  bread  at  feven,  and  at 
four.  When  employed  in  their  necefiary  occu- 
pations, the  utmoft  freedom  is  allowed,  and  they 
are  encouraged  to  be  as  much  in  the  air  as  poffi- 
ble.  The  whole  was  a lovely  fight ; and  the 
countenances  of  the  children  expreffed  the  utmoft 
content  and  happinefs. 

In  the  hofpital  is  a theatre,  of  which  the  de- 
corations are  the  work  of  the  foundlings:  they 
confix  Lifted  the  ftage,  painted  the  fcenes,  and 
made  the  dreffes.  I wras  prefent  at  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  Honnete  Criminel , and  the  comic 
opera,  Le  Devin  du  Village,  both  tranflated  into 
the  Ruffian  tongue.  Not  underftanding  the 
language,  I could  be  no  judge  whether  they 
fpoke  with  propriety  ; but  was  furprized  at  the 
eafe  with  which  they  trod  the  ftage,  and  pleafed 
with  the  gracefulnefs  of  their  action.  There  were 
fome  agreeable  voices  in  the  opera.  The  or- 
cheftra  was  filled  with  a band  by  no  means  con- 
temptible, which  confifted  entirely  of  foundlings, 
excepting  the  firft  violin,  who  was  their  mu  he- 
rn after.  On  this  occalion  the  play  v7as  not,  as 
ufual,  concluded  with  a ballet,  becaufe  the  prin- 
cipal performer  was  indifpofed,  which  was  no 
$ frnall 
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fmall  difappointment,  as  they  dance  ballets  with 
great  tafte  and  elegance.  The  emprefs,  I am 
told,  is  induced  to  countenance  theatrical  re- 
prefentations,  which  appear  improper  in  a femi- 
nary  of  this  kind,  from  a defire  of  diffufing 
among  her  fubje&s  a tafte  for  that  fpecies  of  en- 
tertainment, which  the  confiders  a means  of  ci- 
vilization, and  of  enriching  the  Ruffian  theatres 
with  a conftant  fupply  of  performers. 

Many  and  great  are  the  advantages  of  this  ex- 
cellent charity.  It  diffufes  a knowledge  of  the 
arts  among  the  people,  increafes  the  number  of 
free  fubjefts,  and  above  all  has  confiderably  di- 
miniffied  the  horrid  practice  of  infanticide,  fo 
prevalent  before  the  inftitution  of  this  hofpital. 

We  were  unwilling  to  quit  this  part  of  the 
country  without  vifiting  Troitfkoi  Klofter,  or  the 
monaftery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  which  is  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  annals  of  this  country  as  the  afy- 
lum  for  the  Ruffian  fovereigns  in  cafes  of  infur- 
rebtion ; and  is  more  particularly  known  to  fo- 
reigners for  the  refuge  it  afforded  to  Peter  the 
Great,  when  he  put  an  end  to  the  adminifiratiorf 
of  his  fifter  Sophia*. 

The  diftance  from  Mofcow  to  the  monaftery 
being  forty  miles,  we  ordered  poft-horfes  to  be 
ready  at  five  in  the  morning,  with  an  intention 
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of  viewing  the  convent,  and  returning  by  night. 
We  hoped  to  complete  this  cxcurfion  in  the  time 
propofed  ; but  obftacles  continually  occur  in  fo- 
reign countries,  unforefeen  by  thole  who  are  not 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the 
natives  ; and  an  ignorance  of  the  moft  trivial 
circum fiances,  which  better  information  might 
ealily  have  obviated,  produces  confiderable  em- 
barraffment.  Some  petty  diftreffes  of  this  nature 
lengthened  our  expedition  from  one  to  three 
days. 

We  rofe  at  five  in  the  morning,  but  were  de- 
tained by  want  of  poft-horfcs,  which  we  found 


great  difficulty  in  procuring,  although  the 
order  was  figured  both  by  the  governor  of  the 
province  and  of  the  city,  and  we  importuned 
the  poft-mafier  with  repeated  m ell  ages.  The 
cafe  is,  that  the  price  for  the  hire  of  hprfes  being 
mconfiderable,  the  owners  can  employ  them  in 
other  fcrvices  to  greater  advantage  ; and  on  this 
account  a ftranger,  unlefs  accompanied  with  a 
Ruffian  foldier.to  quicken  the  expedition  of  thofe 
who  furnifh  the  poft,  mufit  meet  with  infinite  de- 
lays. We  were,  indeed,  ftrongly  advifed  by  feme 
of  our  acquaint  mcc  to  uie  this  precaution,  hut 
imprudently  omitted  it,  to  our  great  in-convo 
rieri.ee,  as  we  loon  experienced, 


t waiting  nine  hours,  we  at  length  thought 
ourfelves  for  tun  ate  in  feeing  the  poll- ho  vies  makq 
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their  appearance  about  two  in  the  afternoon; 
and  let  off  with  an  expectation  of  proceeding 
without  interruption  to  Bretoffhina,  where  a its 
lay  was  waiting  for  us.  But  the  drivers  hopping 
at  a village  only  four  miles  from  Mol  cow,  pe- 
remptorily refilled  to  carry  us  any  farther.  In 
vain  we  produced  the  order  for  horfes  ; they 
contended  that  it  authorized  us  only  to  take  them 
from  village  to  village,  and  on  the  ftrcngth  of 
that  c cm  ft  ruction  returned  without  further  cere- 
mony to  Mofcow.  Two  hours  more  were  em- 

v *• 

ployed,  and  much  broken  Ruffian  fpoken  by 
our  Bohemian  interpreter,  before  we  Were  able 
to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  to  fupply  us 
with  horfes,  and  were  again  depofited  in  a vil- 
lage about  the  diftance  of  three  miles : where 
all  tire  old  procefs  of  altercation,  threats,  and 
piomifes,  was  renewed.  In  this  manner  we 
continued  wrangling  and  proceeding  from  village 
to  village,  which  were  thickly  Scattered  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  until  near  midnight,  when 
we  found  on  delves  at  Klifma,  o,nly  feventeen 
miles  from  Mofcow,  and  took  up  our  lodging  in 
a peafaut’s  cottage.  Our  Bohemian  iervanf  hav- 
ing fortunately  devoted  great  part  of  the  night 
in  rambling  to  different  hordes,  and  adjufting 
the  difficult. negotiation  for  frelh  horfes,  we  were 
able  to  depart  almolt  by  day -break,  and  had  the 
fall  farther  fatisfaefion  to  pals  over  the  immenfe 
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fpace  of  feven  miles  without  either  halt  or  delay; 
fo  that  by  eight  in  the  morning  we  reached  Bre- 
tofihina,  half-way  between  Mofcow  and  the  con- 
vent. Here  we  found  a Ruffian  ferjeant,  whom 
prince  Volkonfki  had  obligingly  fent  forwards  to 
procure  horfes,  and  accompany  us  during  the 
remainder  of  our  journey;  the  experience  of 
the  preceding  day  taught  us  the  value  of  thi& 
military  attendant. 

At  Bretoffliina  we  viewed  a palace  built  by 
Alexey  Michaelovitch,  in.  which  he  frequently 
refided : it  is  a long  wooden  building,  painted 
yellow,  only  one  ftory  in  height,  containing  a 
fuite  of  fmail  and  low  rooms.  This  palace  (if  it 
deferves  that  name)  has  long  been  uninhabited. 
The  omprefs,  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of  the 
fituation,  and  refpeHing  the  favourite  refidence 
of  Peter  the  Great’s  father,  purpofed  to  build  a 
large  brick  palace  near  the  fite  of  the  old  man* 
fion,  and  part  of  the  materials  were  already  col- 
lected for  that  purpofe.  On  our  return  to  the 
village  we  ordered  the  horfes,  and  were  pleafed 
to  find  our  order  obeyed  almoftas  foon  as  iffued; 
we  had,  indeed,  a fuccefsful  agent  in  our  friend 
the  ferjeant  \ for  the  peafants,  who  were  begin- 
ning to  wrangle,  and  make  their  ufual  alterca- 
tions, were  inftantly  difperfed  by  his  cudgel, 
whole  eloquence  was  more  perfuafive  than  the 
ipoft  pathetic  jeiponfijattces,  The  boors  were 
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certainly  accuftomed  to  this  fpecies  of  rhetoric ; 
for  they  bore  it  patiently,  and  with  perfe61  good- 
humour  ; and,  the  moment  they  were  feated  on 
* the  box,  began  whiftling  and  tinging  their  na- 
tional fongs  as  ufuak  We  now  continued  our 
route,  and  arrived  at  the  convent,  though  diff 
tant  from  Bretoflhina  twenty  miles,  without 
once  hopping  to  change  horfes. 

Troitlkoi  Sergief  Klofter,  or  the  monaftery  of 
the  Hoty  Trinity,  at  a little  diftance  bears  the 
appearance  of  a fmall  town;  and,  like  many 
convents  in  this  country,  is  furrounded  with 
high  brick  walls,  ftrengthened  with  battlements 
and  towers.  The  parapet  is  roofed  with  wood, 
and  the  walls  and  towers  are  provided  with  em- 
brafures  for  mufkets  and  cannon : the  whole  is- 
furrounded  by  a deep  ditch.  This  place  with- 
flood  feveral  fieges ; and  particularly  baffled  all 
the  efforts  of  Ladiflaus  prince  of  Poland,  who 

-j-  „ * 

attacked  it  at  the  head  of  a large  army. 

Befide  the  convent  or  habitation  for  the  monks, 
the  walls  enclofe  an  imperial  palace,  and  nine 
large  churches  conftrudted  by  different  fove- 
reigns.  The  convent  is  a range  of  building 
encircling  a court,  and  far  too  fpacious  for  the 
prefent  inhabitants:  it  formerly  contained  300 
monks,  together  with  a proportionate  number  of 
ftudents,  and  was  the  richeit  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
blifflment  in  Ruflia,  Their  eftates,  as  well  as  all 

the 
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the  other  church-lands,  being  annexed  to  the . 
crown,  the  members  receive  pen  lions.  With  the 
revenues  the  number  of  monks  is  greatly  climi- 
mihed,  and  they  do  not  amount  to  1 00.  The 
habit  is  black,  with  a veil  of  the  fame  colour  ; 
they  eat  no  meat,  and  the  difcipline  of  the  order 
is  very  finch  Within  the  convent  is  a feminary 
for  the  education  of  perfons  intended  for  the 
church,  which  contained  about  200  Undents. 

The  imperial  palace,  which  was  much  fre- 
quented. when  the  fovereigii  refided  at  M of  cow, 
is  final! ; one  of  the  apartments  is  ornamented 
with  rep refcntations  in  ftucco  of  the  principal 
actions  of  Peter  the  Great.  The  nine  churches 
are  fplendid,  and  extremely  rich  in  gold  and  fil- 
ver  ornaments,  and  costly  veftrnents.  The  princi- 
pal church  has  a cupola  of  copper  gilt,  and  four 
dromes,  of  tin  or  iron  painted  green.  We  afe ended 
a,  new.  -belfrv,  built  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth, 
which  is  not  an  inelegant  piece  of  architecture ; 
i t c < > m m a n d s a fi o e v i c w o f t he  a d j a c c n t c o u n t r y , 
which  is  gently  waving,  richly  cultivated,  pro- 
much  grain,  and  thickly  brewed  with 

abbot  of  the  mo- 


re-archimandrite or  i 


due  in  g 

o 

villages. 

n after v being  ahfent,  we  could  not  obtain 
million  to  fee  the  library,  which  oceafioncd  ioiiie 
regret,  hecaufe,  according  to  ihdehing,  it  con- 
tains a curious  col  lection  of  books'*. 


* BtifchfrigVErd-be(chi%iban$  v.  L p.  852. 
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In  the  principal  church  a few  tombs  drew  my 
attention. 

The  fir  ft / was  that  of  Maria  queen  of  Livonia, 
probably  the  only  perfon  who-  ever  bore  that 
title,  an  empty  honour,  which  flic  may  truly  be 
laid  to  have  purchafed  at  a dear  rate.  Maria, 
lineally  defcended  from  Ivan  Yaffilievitch  I.  was 
a relation  of  Ivan  II #.  She  efpoufed  in  15  73, 
.Magnus  duke  of  Holflein  and  titular  king  of 

* Ivan  Vassilievitch  I. 


Vassili  Ivanovitch.  Andrew  Xvanovitch  of 

j Staritza,  died  1537. 

! 1 

Ivan  Vassilievitch  II. 

' i 

Vladimir  Andrevitch, 
died  1570. 


. ! 

Maria,  married  to  Magnus. 

1 

i 

Eudokia. 

f Magnus  was  fon  of  Chriflian  III.  king  of  Denmark,  and  is 
known  in  hi  (lory  by  feveral  different  appellations.  He  is  fome- 
times  fly  led  king  of  Livonia,  from  his  nioek-fovereignty  in  that 
country  j fometimes  duke  of  Holllein,  from  his  inheriting  a portion 
of  that  duchy  on  the  deceafe  of  his  father;  and  bifhop  of  JEfel, 
from  his  exchanging  his  part  of  Holflein  for  the  bifhoprics  of  TEfel 
and  Courland,  which  he  fecularized.  Hoi  berg,  the  Danifh  hifto- 
rian,  mentions  a bond  for  1300  marks,  which  was  thus  figned  : 

We  Magnus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Lord  or  JEfcl  and  Wick# 
Bifhop  of  Courland,  Adminiflrator  of  the  bifhoprick  of  Reval,  Heir 
of  Norway,  Duke  of  Schlefwick,  Holflein,  Stormar,  and  Ditmarfh, 
Count  of  Oldenburgh  and  Dehnenliurfl.”  Titles,  as  the  hiflorians 
remark,  which  could  not  procure  him  even  a finall  fum  of  money 
without  his  bond.  Heiberg,  v.  II.  p.  4 88. 

Livonia, 
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Livonia,  who  was  raifed  to  that  dignity  by  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 
Livonia,  bordering  upon  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and 
Poland,  and  reciprocally  claimed  and  poffeffed 
by  thofe  three  powers,  was,  in  the  middle  of  the 
fixteenfh  century,  partly  free,  partly  fubjeft  to 
Poland,  and  partly  to  the  Swedes,  when  the  tzar 
made  an  irruption,  and  conquered  a fmall  por- 
tion. Well  acquainted,  however,  with  the  aver- 
fron  of  the  natives  to  the  Ruffian  fceptre,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  entered  their  country  with  no  in- 
terefted  views ; had  no  other  ambition  than  to 
refcue  them  from  the  Swediffi  yoke ; and,  re- 
nouncing all  right  of  conqueft,  would  only  ftyle 
himfelf  their  protestor  : he  exhorted  them  to 
ele£t  for  their  fovereign  Magnus,  brother  of  Fre- 
deric II.  king  of  Denmark,  who,  in  the  capacity 
of  bilhop  of  Pilten,  had  fome  pretenfions  to  Li- 
vonia. This  propofal  being  cheerfully  agreed 
to  by  a great  party  among  the  natives,  the 
tzar  difpatched  an  embaffy  to  Magnus,  who  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  crown,  and  repairing  with- 
out delay  to  Mofcow,  was  formally  inftalled  in 
his  new  dignity,  upon  condition  of  efpoufmg 
Maria,  and  paying  an  annual  tribute  to  the 
tzar. 

Magnus,  ho’wever,  being  oppofed  by  the 
Swedes,  who  maintained  a large  army  in  Livo- 
nia, and  not  unanimoufly  acknowledged  even 

by 
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by  the  natives,  was  {till  only  a titular  fovereign, 
and  after  a fruitlefs  attempt  to  take  poffeffiou  of 
his  crown,  continued  to  difplay  his  mock  dig- 
nity at  Mofcow.  At  length,  in  1577,  being 
efcorted  to  Livonia  by  the  tzar,  at  the  head  of 
50,000  troops,  he  obtained  the  town  and  terri- 
tory of  Wenden,  the  remainder  of  the  province 
being  referved  to  Rulfia. 

Magnus  was  fcarcely  admitted  into  Wenden, 
where  he  was  received  with  great  demonftrations 
of  joy,  than,  defpifmg  a precarious  lbvereignty, 
he  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  new  fubje&s  to  form 
a fecret  alliance  with  the  king  of  Poland,  and 
counteract  the  tzar’s  progrefs  in  Livonia.  Ivan, 
apprized  of  this  negotiation,  laid  immediate  fiege 
to  Wenden  with  a numerous  army, and  compelled 
the  inhabitants  to  capitulate.  Magnus  himfelf 
carried  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and,  advanc- 
ing to  fupplicate  the  incenfed  monarch,  threw 
himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  interceded  for  the  town. 
The  tzar,  fpurning  at  him  with  his  foot*,  and 

ftriking 

* Henning,  author  of  the  Livonian  Chronicle,  relates  this  tranf- 
attion  morqito  the  honour  of  Ivan.  He  is  thus  quoted  by  the  au- 
thors of  the  Univerfal  Hiflory,  vol.  XXXV.  p.  242.  “ The  tzar 

laid  fiege  to  the  place,  till,  at  the  earned:  requeft  of  the  citizens, 
Magnus,'  with  only  a few  attendants,  went  into  the  tzar’s  camp, 
and,  falling  on  his  knees,  begged  pardon  for  himfelf  and  the  city, 
Bafilowitz  no  fooner  faw  the  king  of  Livonia  thus  prohrate  before 
him,  than  he  difmounted  from  his  horfe,  and  defired  hipa  to  rife, 
returned  him  his  fword,  and,  after  reproaching  him  with  theingra- 

1 titude 


398 


TRAVELS  I 1ST  RtfSSlA, 


E. 


linking  him  in  the  face,  loaded  him  with  re™ 
proaches  for  his  ingratitude,  and  ordered  him  to 
prifon,  and  entering  the  town,  his  troops  com- 
mitted every  fpecieS  of  horror  and  devaluation. 
Many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  retiring  into 
the  citadel,  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  lalt 


extremity  ; but  perceiving  all  refiftance  fruitlefs, 
and  expecting  no  quarter,  they  calmly  a Item- 
bled,  received  the  lacrament,  and  deftroyed 


themfelves  by  blowing  up  the  citadel.  Thus 
ended  the  kin  axiom  of  Livonia,  four  wears  after 
it  was  creeled  into  a fovereignty.  Magnus  ob- 
tained his  enlargement  by  paying  a confideraHe 
film  of  money,  and  repaired,  with  his  conform 
Maria,  to  Pilten  in  Courland,  where  he  died  in 
1583,  in  extreme  diftrefs  L After  the  death  of 
her  huOband,  Maria  was  enticed  into  Ruffia, 


titude  of  his  late  conduit,  freely  pardoned  him  and  the  city,  and 
a I hired  them  of  his  protection.  At  this  in  flan  t a cannon-ball  from 
the  caille  narrowly  miffed  killing  the  tzar  j which  fo  incenfed  hiny 
that  he  mounted  his  horfe  and  rode  away  directly,  fwearing  by  St, 
Nicholas,  that,  for  this  frefh  inftance  of  perfidy,  every  perfon  in 
Wen  den  flionld  hi  fie  r death.  Magnus  was  then  put  under  an  ar- 
reft  in  a farm-houfe,  and  obliged  to  fign  an  obligation,  by  wliich 
he  engaged  to  pay  the  tzar  40,000  Hungarian  florins  by  the  next 
"Chriitmas,  as  a ffitisfa&ion  for  the  money  taken  from  Polubenfki; 
and  in  cafe  of  failure  of  payment  at  that  time,  to  forfeit  double  the 
firm,  and  remain  a prifoner  at  Mofcow  till  the  whole  fihould  be  dis- 
charged-” I have  followed  the  principal  hiftorians  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  alfo  Heidenftein,  and  Oderborg,  who  feem  to  have  given 
the  moft  probable  account  of  this  event, 

® Holberg,  vol.  II.  p.  488. 
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and  thrown  into  a nunnery  with,  her  only 
daughter  Endokia*.  She  was  never  releafed  from 
her  confinement,  and  the  time  of  her  dec  cafe  ’is 
uncertain.  The  remains,  both  of  the  queen  and 
her, daughter,  were  depofited  in  the  convent  of 
the  Holy  Trinity. 

In  the  lain e church  renofe  the  allies  of  Boris 

i 

Fcodorovitch  ' Godunof,  who,  upon  the  deirirfe 
of  Teodor  Ivaiiovitch  in  1097,  was  raifed  from 
a private  ftation  to  the  throne  of  Ruffia.  It  is  a 

circumftance  extremely  favourable  to  a virtuous 

€/ 

Conduct,  that  a fovereiyn  cannot  commit  One 

J O 

flagrant  offence  without  fuffering  the  imputation 
of  many  others:  and  that  fupp.ofititious  cruel- 
ties are  alwavs  added  to  acts  of  real  tyranny, 

/ J tj  t / 

This  was  the  fate  of  Boris  Godunof  who,  havibfe 
defervedly  acquired  the  deleft  at  ion  of  pofterity 
by  the  perpetration  of  one  crime,  has  been  mu 
juftly  branded  with  infamy,  even  for  thofe  ac- 
tions which  merit  the  liigheft  applaufe. 

Boris  Godunof  was  dele  ended  from  a Tartar 
ape  eft  or,  who  came  into  Ruffia  in  1329,  and,  hav- 
ing embraced  Chriftianity,  aflumed  the  name  of 
Zaeharv.  ’From  Simon  Goduh,  one  of  his  de- 

«y  * 

feendants,  the  family  was  known  by  the  fur  name 
of  .Godunof,  and  was  greatly  diftinguiflied  'by 
the  elevation  of  the  perfonage  now  under  confi- 
a on. 


# Fletcher’s  State  of  Ruffia,  Chap.  V. 
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Boris,  fon  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  a nobleman 
of  the  Ruffian  court,  was  born  in  1522,  and  in 
the  20th  year  of  his  age  appointed,  by  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  to  attend  his  fon  prince  Ivan : 
being  fucceffively  promoted  to  higher  offices, 
and  obtaining  additional  influence  by  the  mar- 
riage of  his  After  Irene  with  Feodor  Ivanovitch, 
he  was,  upon  that  monarch’s  fucceffion  to  the 
throne,  created  privy  counfellor,  mafter  of  the 
horfe,  and  invefted  with  the  foie  direction  of 
affairs. 

Feodor  dying  without  iffue,  the  eleftion  fell 
unanimoufly  upon  Boris  Godunof,>  who  owed 
his  elevation  to  the  high  opinion  which  all  par- 
ties entertained  of  his  capacity  and  wifdom ; to 
the  influence  of  his  After  Irene,  and  to  the  art* 
ful  manner  with  which  he  affedted  to  decline, 
while  he  was  moft  ambitious  to  poffefs,  the 
crown.  He  defer ved  his  elevation  by  his  con- 
fummate  abilities  and  popular  manners;  and, 
for  his  political  and  civil  deportment,  he  is 
juftly  ranked  among  the  greateft  ftatefmen  of 
his  age. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  himfelf  and 
country,  had  he  united  moderation  and  huma- 
nity to  thefe  fplendid  qualities.  His  perfecution 
of  feveral  noble  families,  who  flood  in  the  way 
of  his  ambitious  deflgns,  and  ftill  more  the 
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aftafti  nation  * of  Demetrius,  brands  his  charac- 
ter with  indelible  infamy.  But  while  we  admit 
arid  deteft  in  this  inftance  the  full  extent  of  his 
guilt,  let  not  our  horror  at  this  crime  induce  us 
to  mifreprefent  his  moft  laudable  actions.  Let 
us  not  alfert,  with  his  enemies,  that  to  turn  the 
attention  of  the  people  from  the  cataftrophe  of 
the  prince,  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  in  their  fa- 
vour by  an  a<5t  of  public  munificence,  he  pur- 
pofely  fet  fire  to  feveral  parts  of  Mofcow,  that  he 
might  rebuild  them  at  his  own  expence!  Nor 
let  us,  with  equal  abfurdity  and  injuftice,  ac- 
cufe  him  of  privately  inviting  the  khan  of  the 
Tartars  to  invade  Rulfia,  that  he  might  occupy 
the  public  with  a foreign  war,  and  acquire  frefh 
glory  by  repelling  the  enemy ! 

We  may  add  to  the  lift  of  his  fuppofititious 
crimes,  that  he  poifoned  Feodor;  for  the  tzar 
had  long  laboured  under  a declining  ftate  of 
health  f ; and,  the  year  before  his  death,  reA 
quefted  a phyftcian  from  England  J . Even  his 
paternal  attention  and  unbounded  generofity 
towards  his  fubje&s  during  a famine,  which 

• This  is  not  the  proper  place  to  inquire  whether  Demetrius  was 
really  affaffinated,  or  whether  he  efcaped  ? for  the  crime  of  Boris 
was  the  fame,  whether  his  orders  were  carried  into  execution,  or 
eluded.  See  the  next  chapter. 

t Fletcher  fays  of  Feodor,  that  he  was  inclining  to  a dropfy. 
l | As  appears  from  a letter  in  the  Ruffian  archives. 
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foon  after  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  defolated 
Mo  (cow,  was  turned  into  an  accufation  againft 
him;  for  it  was  infmuated,  that  from  an  abfurd 
delicacy,  he  would  not  permit  foreigners  to  fup- 
ply  the  Ruffians  with  corn,  and  that  he  joined  fe- 
ver al  banditti  in  plundering  the  houfes  of  the 
rich  * ; calumnies  ably  and  unanfwerably  re- 
futed by  Muller.  But  the  brighteft  fplendour 
of  abilities,  and  even  the  moft  upright  ufe  of 
power,  will  not  atone  for  the  ill  means  of  ac- 
quiring it;  and  the  time  arrived,  when  Boris  paid 
the  price  for  the  affaffination  of  Demetrius. 
The  death  and  character  of  Boris  Godunof  are 
thus  delineated  by  an  impartial  hi  (tori  an  jh 

The  party  of  the  pretended  Demetrius  in- 
created  daily,  and  the  Ruffians  flocked  to  him 
fron)  all  quarters.  This  ciicumftance,  joined  to 
the  inactivity  of  the  Ruffian  army,  had  Rich  an 
dfedt  upon  Boris,  that,  driven  to  defpair,  he 
fwallowed  poifon  £ . He  felt  the  firft  effects  of 
the  poifon  at  dinner,  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo 
violent,  that  he  had  fcarcely  time  to  enter  into 

* This  report,  Mr.  Muller;  conje&ures,  arofe  from  his  compel- 
ling the  bilhops  and  nobles,  who  had  a fuperfiuity  of  corn,  to  dif* 
pofe  of  it  to  the  poor  at  an  under  price,  S.  R.  G.  V. 

t Muller,  S»  R.  G.  V p.  247. 

| Captain  Margaret  fays,  that  he  died  of  an  apoplexy.  Etat  dc 
la  Ruffie,  p.  1 18. 
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the  monaftic  order  before  he  expired.  Accord” 
ing  to  the  Ruffian  cuftom,  he  changed  his  name 
from  Boris  to  Bogolep.  His  deceafe  happened 
on  the  13th  of  April,  or  the  24th,  according  to 
the  new  ftyle,  1 605,  after  a reign  of  eight  years 
and  two  months. 

“ It  nuift  be  allowed  that  his  death  was  a 


great  lofs  to  Ruffia ; for  if  we  except  the  un- 
juftifiable  means  by  which  he  railed  himfelf  to 
the  throne,  and  the  cruelty  with  which  he  per- 
fected feveral  illuftrious  families,  particularly 
the  houfe  of  Romanof,  he  muft  be  efteemed  an 
excellent  fovereign.  Ambition  and  revenge 
were  his  principal  vices:  on  the  contrary,  pene- 
tration and  fagacity,  affability  and  munificence, 
political  knowledge,  diligence  in  the  admin if- 
tration  of  affairs,  affiduity  in  introducing  into 
Ruffia  the  improvements  of  foreign  nations,  in 
a word,  unwearied  attention  to  promote  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  country,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
fubjedts,  were  confpicuous  parts  of  his  charac- 
ter. We  are  apt  to  overlook  the  vices  of  a 
fovereign  in  confideration  of  his  princely  vir- 
tues, and  in  this  refpedt  Boris  is  entitled  to  our 
efteem.  When  we  add  to  thefe  confiderations 
the  long  chain  of  calamities  which  fucceeded. 
his  death,  his  lofs  could  not  but  be  fenfibly 
felt.” 
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His  remains  were  at  firft  depofited  in  the 
Imperial  fepulchre  at  Mofcow;  but  were  after- 
wards removed  to  the  convent  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  *. 

* For  the  Hiflory  of  Boris  Godimof,  fee  Muller,  S.  R.  G.  Vol.  Y* 
f.  2J  tO  249. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME 


Luke  Hanfard,  Printer, 

Great  Turnftile,  LincolnVInn  Fields* 
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